In 1969, local preservation pioneers formed
the Naperville Heritage Society, then saved and
moved the historic St. John’s Episcopal Church,
which established the outdoor history museum.
Naper Settlement is administered by the
Naperville Heritage Society in partnership
with the City of Naperville.

Naperville Heritage Society

elcome to Naper Settlement,
where you will discover Naperville’s history
through engaging and unique experiences.
Spend time exploring the past and seeing
how it connects to the present.

W

Environmental
Improvements
at Naper Settlement
Preservation is a key component of the museum’s mission. Just as Naper
Settlement strives to preserve and share the community’s rich history,
conservation of our natural resources is important to us, too.
The red brick pathways winding through Naper Settlement lend a distinctive
charm to the 12-acre outdoor history museum, but their good looks conceal
a more important purpose. The bricks are permeable interlocking concrete
pavers. The small granite filler surrounding each paver allows water to permeate
into the deeper gravel base installed below the pavers. This system better
manages stormwater run-off and decreases the amount of water entering the
city sewer systems. The gravel base also filters out impurities, helping to
improve the water quality of the DuPage River.
As part of Naper Settlement’s stormwater improvements, the permeable pavers
were installed in 2011 along with several other ecologically beneficial features,
such as rain gardens, infiltration zones, cisterns, a bioswale and a rain barrel.
Find the educational signs, depicted with a symbol on the map, to learn
more about these environmental best management practices.
This environmentally-friendly project was funded in part by the Governor of
Illinois and the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency through Section 319
of the Clean Water Act. Additional funding was provided by the City of
Naperville, DuPage County, Kane DuPage Soil & Water Conservation District,
State of Illinois through the Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity, United States Environmental Protection Agency, DuPage
Community Foundation, Nicor, Tellabs Foundation and the Naperville
Heritage Society.

Visit our website at www.napersettlement.museum
to learn more about:
l

Meeting, Party and Picnic Rentals

l

l

Memberships

l

l

Research Library and Archives

l

Special Activities
Volunteer Opportunities
Weddings and Special Services

Non-flash photography is permitted inside our buildings, with the exception of the Martin Mitchell
Mansion and the “Brushstrokes of the Past” exhibit due to the sensitive nature of the artifacts.
Smoking, food, drink and strollers are not allowed inside our buildings as part of our preservation
efforts. Please be aware that wheelchair accessibility in some of the buildings is limited because of
the historic nature of our grounds. If you have accommodation needs, feel free to speak with any of
our staff. All events, programs and prices are subject to change without notice. Special event rates
may vary.

523 S. Webster Street • Naperville, IL 60540-6517
Main Office 630.420.6010 • Fax 630.305.4044
www.napersettlement.museum

Chicagoland’s Outdoor History Museum

1

Pre-Emption House

10 Naper-Haight House – c. 1840s
: 111

Visitor Center – 1834*
: 101 | 201 | 501

The original Pre-Emption House was not
only Naperville’s first hotel and tavern, but
the first west of Chicago. It was named for
the Pre-Emption Act, an early law that
allowed settlers in this area to claim parcels
of land for $1.25 an acre.

Tavern

Visit a re-creation of the longest continuously
operating tavern west of the Allegheny
Mountains (from 1834 to 1946). Although no
longer operational as a hotel tavern, this quaint
room is used for member programs and can
be rented for business meetings, parties and
special events.

2 Plank Road – c. 1850

: 102 | 202 | 302 | 402 | 502

Enter the village by walking on a concrete
simulation of the once popular Plank Road. In
the 1850s, prior to the coming of the railroads,
a group of Naperville businessmen invested in
building a Plank Road. Made entirely of wooden
planks that went all the way to Chicago, a portion
of the road, albeit in asphalt, is still in use today.

3 Blacksmith Shop – c. 1860*
: 103 | 403 | 503

Growing towns depended on the blacksmith for
their household implements, farm tools, building
supplies and horseshoes.

4 Print Shop – c. 1880
: 104 | 204 | 404

With its wide windows to let in light for
typesetting by hand, this print shop is typical of
19th century Midwestern printing businesses.

5 Stonecarver’s Shop – Late 1800s
: 105

Limestone quarrying was an important business
in Naperville through the early part of the 20th
century. German immigrant Henry Miller made
his living carving stone hearths, fireplace mantels
and gravestones for early Naperville residents.

Brushstrokes of the Past…
Naperville’s Story

This award-winning exhibit, which tells the
story of Naperville from its founding in 1831
through the 1900s, includes artifacts and
interactive activities interwoven with a
collection of 42 paintings by local folk artist
Lester E. Schrader.

Horse Market Days Sculpture

Located in front of the Visitor Center, this
sculpture depicts a scene that was once
commonplace in the 1800s. Horses were
sold, bartered and traded in front of the
original Pre-Emption House on Horse
Market Days.

6 Firehouse – 1860s
: 106 | 206

In 1874, a volunteer fire department was
established and the original Joe Naper hand
pumper was purchased — just three years after
the Great Chicago Fire of 1871.

7 Church Bell – 1846

: 107 | 207 | 307 | 507

In addition to calling members to worship, church
bells were a means of communicating information
quickly in the days before telephones, televisions
and radio. They served as a fire alarm and tolled
curfew, as well as ringing for happy events like a
wedding or when a war ended.

8 Log House – 1843
: 110 | 210 | 510

Log homes such as this were the first dwellings
built by early settlers. After a sawmill was
established in Naperville, log homes were quickly
replaced by frame buildings.

9 Meeting House – 1841
: 109 | 409

Now the oldest religious structure in DuPage
County, this former German Evangelical Church
was built on land donated by town founder Joseph
Naper. Today, the building houses the History
Connection hands-on activity center where
children can experience history through play.

Not open for touring. This farm laborer’s cottage
formerly stood just two blocks from its current
location on land owned by Joseph Naper.

11 Conestoga Wagon – c. 1830*
: 113 | 413

Considered the “moving vans” of the 19th century,
when a settler moved West, the wagon would be
piled high with goods. Climb aboard our wagon to
imagine driving a team of horses across the prairie.

12 Fort Payne – 1832*

: 112 | 212 | 312 | 512

The Black Hawk War of 1832 was of great
concern to early settlers. The fort is named for
Captain Morgan Payne of Danville, Illinois, who
helped build the original structure for an attack
that never came. This fort is about two-thirds the
size of original and was built by volunteers in 1979.

13 Daniels House – 1852
: 114 | 214 | 514

This Greek Revival home was built for Dr.
Hamilton Daniels, a beloved local physician
whose remedies were used by Naperville residents
to cure a variety of ills. The Weed Ladies now
use the home to prepare and sell their dried and
silk floral arrangements. Shop hours vary.

14 Copenhagen Schoolhouse – c. 1840
: 115 | 215 | 415 | 515

In the 19th century, children often times attended
first grade through high school in a one-room
schoolhouse. This is a reconstruction of a building
that was formerly located in southwest Naperville
in a community known as Copenhagen Corners.

15 Halfway House – c. 1840
: 116 | 416 | 516

Once standing halfway between the towns of
Naperville and Aurora, this brick farmhouse,
with its working windmill, smokehouse and
barn, represents a typical Northern Illinois farm.

17 Carriage House – 1886
: 120

Horses, carriages and their supplies were stored
in the Carriage House, which later was used
as a garage for Caroline Martin Mitchell’s
automobile. Press the audio button inside to hear
more about the Carriage House.

18 Martin Mitchell Mansion – 1883
: 118 | 119 | 518

Successful entrepreneur George Martin II built
the Martin Mitchell Mansion for his family
and also as a showcase for his brick, limestone
and drain tile business. Listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, this Victorian home
and its Carriage House are the only structures
original to the museum campus.

19 Bandstand – 1889
: 121 | 421

This reconstructed bandstand is used for concerts
during the year. The original bandstand, located
in Central Park, was built for the Naperville
Light Guard Band.

20 Century Memorial Chapel – 1864
: 122 | 422

The transplanted New Englanders who built this
church created a traditional religious home for
themselves on the Illinois prairie. The building
and its windows are original. It is closed to the
public during weddings or other ceremonies.

21 Murray House – 1842
: 123 | 223 | 523

Robert Murray was one of the first settlers
to arrive in Naperville with Joseph Naper. A
lawyer, sheriff and judge, he regularly met with
clients in his home office.

22 Paw Paw Post Office – 1833
: 108 | 508

Alexander Howard, the town’s first postmaster,
lived in this home, which also served as a post
office, stagecoach stop and small mercantile shop.

16 Smokehouse & Farm Cellar – c. 1840

* Denotes the year represented by these reconstructed
historic structures.

Farm families would have stored their fall harvest
foods, such as potatoes, turnips and apples, in a cellar
such as this one, preserving them for the winter
ahead. A smokehouse was a small building where
meat, fish or other foods were cured in smoke.

Photo tour albums of the second floors of the Murray
House, Halfway House and Martin Mitchell
Mansion, as well as the Log House loft, are available
upon request for those who are unable to access the
buildings or the upper floors.

: 117 | 417

