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President’s Letter
As we get closer to the holidays, especially Christmas, things start to change. Suddenly it is a good
thing to call a halt to the many activities we chase. Whether work driven or just daily living, there is a
great deal of “stuff” going on. Matter of fact, this almost crazy pursuit of “getting it going and then
watching it disappear” followed by moving onto four more projects is accepted as part of our routine.
But, as Christmas approaches, there is something inside all of us, no matter what our faith might be,
that gently applies the brakes and allows us to, once again, become aware of the really important
things in life. The magic of getting close to Christmas is that these important things become stronger
and more meaningful. The magic is also that these important things, once clearly seen, become
precious.
I am pleased that the Confederation places great value on each of our member Homeowner
Associations and the residents who make up those associations; together with all of the people calling
the Naperville area home. Our officers and Board proudly call these good people NEIGHBORS. We
fundamentally appreciate the interaction we enjoy citywide. Serving our neighbors and working
together to improve our way of life through professional relationships with elected officials and City
Staff are very meaningful to me and to the NAHC Board.
So please, let the magic of this holiday season carry over into the New Year. May we all look upon
each other in a greatly needed kindly manner, so that we will be able to discern what is really
important to bring peace into our lives.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year fellow neighbors! May you have good health and peace in
your soul as we approach 2013!
Sincerely,
Dr Bob Buckman
President, Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
drbobbuckman@sbcglobal.net
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Decem
mber Mee
eting Re
eturns to
o the Mu
unicipal Center for
f a Lo
ook at
Winter Fun
n
Our Decem
mber meeting
g will be bacck in the fam
miliar setting of meeting rooms
r
B&C on the lowe
er level of
th
the Naperviille Municipa
al Center. Join us on Sa
aturday, Deccember 15 when we ta
ake a look att outdoor
recreation opportunities
o
s in our tow
wn. Even though
t
the temperature
es outside have
h
droppe
ed below
freezing, th
he Park Disttrict, Prairie Path, and more
m
will be
e on hand with
w updatess on opportu
unities to
enjoy winter fun. Coffe
ee and netwo
orking is at 8 AM, the meeting begin
ns at 8:30 an
nd we will ad
djourn by
10. Keep an
a eye on ww
ww.napervillehomeowne
ers.com for more
m
details.

NAHC is Gettin
ng Ready
y for the
e Spring
g Local Election
E
s
The field has
h
been se
et for the City
C
Council election in
n April, and
d candidatess are still collecting
c
signatures for Park Bo
oard and School
S
Board races (se
ee related article
a
in thiis newslette
er.) The
Confederatiion has rese
erved severral nights in the City Co
ouncil chambers to question the ca
andidates
and learn where
w
they sttand on the issues and topics
t
homeowners hold
d important. Forums will begin in
February, with
w
dates and
a
candida
ates “to be announced.”
a
” If you are
e interested
d in helping with our
Forums, ple
ease email us
u at nahc-na
aperhomeow
wners@wow
wway.com.
We will posst details on www.napervvillehomeow
wners.com ass they becom
me available
e.

Zoning and Lan
nd Use Update
U
Thom Higgin
T
ns, chair of th
he NAHC Zo
oning & Land Use Comm
mittee, write
es every mon
nth about
n
new
develop
pment and la
and use projjects discussed at his monthly
m
mee
etings with City
C Staff,
th
hat are of interest to Naperville area reside
ents, and/orr under con
nsideration by Plan
and City Co
C
Commission
ouncil. He also
a
includess information
n obtained fro
om other sources.
New projeccts and cons
struction con
ntinues. Of course, nott all propose
ed projects may be righ
ht for our
community. Please rea
ad our reportt and learn what
w
might be
b coming to
o your neighb
borhood.

New Proposals:
Juicy-O, 84
44 S. Route
e 59: Has applied
a
for permits
p
to op
pen a restau
urant where
e Power to the Pizza
formerly operated.

Ongoin
ng Proposa
als:
After
Water Street Dev
velopment:
discussin
ng the prop
posal for ovver three
hours an
nd listening to approxim
mately 30
speakerss, Councilm
man Steve Chirico,
C
a
supporte
er of the pro
oject, realizing there
weren’t
five posittive votes, invoked
“council rules” which
w
tablled the
discussio
on to the December 4thh Council
meeting.. A numberr of NAHC directors
spoke att the meetin
ng voicing our
o many
concernss
with
the
deve
elopment
proposall.
One inte
eresting exp
periment on
n display
that night was
w the resullt of a reque
est by Counccilman Wehrrli. The fire department
d
p
placed
a fire
e truck on
Water Stree
et with its lad
dder extended to 83’, th
he height of the parapet of the hotell building (th
he roof of
the restaura
ant/lounges is even talle
er). If you use
u the light on the top of the ladde
er (photo at left) as a
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horizontal reference point for the top of a block long parapet, you can see what the impact on the
downtown would be if the building was constructed.
We note with regret that, per the Daily Herald: “Marquette Properties architect and developer Bruno
Bottarelli called the tactic a deceitful effort to thwart his project…” The Confederation has also
received a copy of an email circulated by Mr. Bottarelli’s son criticizing the NAHC for its stand on the
project claiming:” it consists of a handful of older residents who are bored - and who have nothing
better do to than to try keeping Naperville the same exact way it’s been since the 1950’s. They’re
afraid of change – and they’re using fear tactics to red-light this project.” We believe that comments
such as this are not in the tradition of the respectful public discourse in Naperville we all value. It is
unfortunate that the Bottarelli’s do not appreciate the Confederation’s effort to offer constructive
comments on their proposal, or our many contributions to civic life in Naperville.
Marquette has revised the proposal in response to the many concerns raised at the last City Council
meeting. As we go to press with this month’s newsletter, preliminary plans are available in the City
Council Agenda Packet for the December 4th meeting (see link below) that includes removing a floor
from the hotel building and moving those hotel rooms (and more) across the street into the Loggia
building, displacing the apartments there and creating a 177 room hotel. The Theatre Building
apartments are also going away, being replaced with Office and Retail space. One notable detail of
this change is the reappearance of a pedestrian bridge across Water Street originally included in the
2010 proposal. We are reviewing the revised plans and expect to have more to say at City Council.
We appreciate the developer’s efforts to reduce the height and scale of the project as well as their
outreach to the Confederation and invitation for members of our team to review the plans prior to
Tuesday’s City Council meeting.
http://www.naperville.il.us/emplibrary/Boards_and_Commissions/cc20121204p.pdf (12/4/ Agenda)
http://napervillesun.suntimes.com/16676650-417/battle-lines-drawn-as-water-street-vote-nears.html
http://napervillesun.suntimes.com/16565179-417/water-street-project-still-alive-but-concerns-still-existabout-size-of-hotel-parking.html
http://napervillesun.suntimes.com/news/16517334-418/council-delays-vote-on-water-st-project.html
http://www.dailyherald.com/article/20121121/news/711219888/
In the meantime, the NAHC still has concerns about the project including:
1. Increased Traffic: The very last thing the downtown needs is a huge development that will
generate large amounts of new traffic into an already over congested area. Parking garage
access is via a 20 foot wide two-way alley that exits “mid block” into either Main or Webster.
2. The development will intensively commercialize the Riverwalk for the first time and forever
negatively impact it by putting large structures right on the river that dwarf the existing
structures, dominating the skyline in every direction, and literally blocking the sun.
3. Excessive building heights that far exceed the Downtown 2030 Plan height limits and are in
conflict with the Water Street Vision Statement. The buildings along the river will still be around
70’. Far too tall for the area!
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4. The TIF (Tax Increment Financing District). Will the new model (replacing condos/apartments
with and offices and motel rooms) generate sufficient tax funds? Is Naperville truly receiving the
anticipated value (additional public parking spaces) from granting this additional financing at the
expense of other taxing entities including District 203, DuPage County, Naperville Park District,
and more? Are taxpayers being forced to subsidize this private development? We continue to
question whether there will actually be any additional parking spaces available for the public
outside those used by people visiting the development. It is also said that there are further
requests for sales and hotel/motel tax incentives on the table.
5. Is a “highway” motel that lacks “event” facilities and on-site food service (beyond a separately
owned and managed rooftop bar and restaurant together with a lobby “quick breakfast” buffet
for guests) what we need downtown? Is this the vision we have for placing a hotel downtown to
enhance the experience of Naper Settlement and more? Is it the best use for this property?
6. The decision to narrow the streets and sidewalks from 66’ as elsewhere in the downtown to 59’
just to get a 100 more parking spaces in the parking deck is poor design planning. The result
will be narrow parking stalls on the street and very narrow sidewalks, that will create a cramped
and uncomfortable environment, and the narrow streets will make it more difficult for fire trucks
should they be needed.
While the proposed revisions address some of the issues and shortcomings previously identified, we
continue to urge residents to contact the Mayor and City Council with their Water Street thoughts.
MayorGeorgePradel@gmail.com

CouncilmanKrause@gmail.com

CouncilwomanBrodhead@gmail.com

CouncilmanMcElroy@gmail.com

CouncilmanChirico@gmail.com

CouncilmanKMiller@gmail.com

CouncilmanFieseler@gmail.com

CouncilmanWehrli@gmail.com

CouncilmanHinterlong@gmail.com
Main Street Promenade East, Van Buren and Webster: Plans are in final review and we believe
that the financing has been secured. They are scheduled to break ground the first week of January.
Expect to see extensive street closures along Webster between Van Buren and Benton as the
developer and City make infrastructure improvements, as well as re-align and resurface the street.
Zapitasta’s at Freedom Commons & Ranchero’s (formerly Jimmy’s Char House) North Aurora
near Rt. 59: Both received Late night (after 11:00) liquor licenses increasing the number of late night
licenses outside of the downtown from 34 to 36.
Standard Market, Aurora at Ogden: At the November 19th meeting, the City Council created a new
liquor license classification; Class V. Specialty Market. This will allow Standard Market to operate an
upscale food market and also serve liquor. The owners appeared at the hearing and indicated that
they were waiting of this approval to break ground on the project
Naperville Dodge and Infiniti of Naperville, Ogden Ave: Both have received temporary occupancy
permits.

Interested in Running for Office?
Four seats on the seven-member District 203 Board of Education will be
filled as a result of the election on April 9, 2013. Candidate packets,
including nominating petition forms, may be picked up in the office of
Board Secretary Ann Bell in the District 203 Administrative Center, 203 W.
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Hillside Road, Naperville, on any business day from 8 AM to 4:30 PM. A candidate’s nominating
papers must be filed in the same office no earlier than 8 AM Monday, December 17, 2012 and no later
than Monday, December 24, 2012 at 5 PM.
-0School District 204 nominating petition forms are available for pick up from the office of the board
secretary at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora on any business day between
8:00 am and 4:30 pm. A school board candidate's petition must be filed in the same office no earlier
than 8:00 am on Monday, December 17 and no later than 5:00 pm on Monday, December 24.
Candidates' names will appear on the ballot in the order in which their nominating papers are received.
Five seats on the seven member board of education will be filled at the April 9 election. Four
candidates will serve four-year terms expiring in April 2017, and one candidate will serve a two-year
term expiring April 2015.
-0Petition packets for the 2013 Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners election may
be picked up from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday at the Park District Administration
Building at 320 W. Jackson Ave. at the desk of Jacki Stern, Executive Administrative Assistant/Local
Election Official.
Four positions will be up for election on April 9, 2013; newly elected commissioners will serve fouryear terms. Those who wish to run for a seat on the Board must be at least 18 years of age and a
Naperville Park District resident for at least one year prior to the election. Bill Eagan, Gerry Heide,
Mike Reilly and Kirsten Young are currently holding the Board positions that will expire in April 2013.
Potential candidates must present a minimum of 312 signatures—two percent of the 15,574 ballots
cast in the last Park District election—to complete the Nonpartisan Petition for Nomination. Signatures
may be gathered between September 25, 2012 and the time of filing.
The official filing dates are Monday through Friday, December 17 through 21 and Monday December
24, 2012. For more information, please call Jacki Stern at 630.848.3502.
-0There are two six-year term College Trustee positions open on the College of DuPage Board of
Trustees, Community College District #502. The trustees who fill the terms will serve from the date
of their swearing in at the Organizational meeting to be held in April or May 2013 through April 2019.
The first date candidates may file their nomination papers is Monday, Dec. 17, 2012, with the deadline
listed as Monday Dec. 24, 2012. Ballot position is determined by date and time of filing.
Candidate information packets are available at:
http://www.cod.edu/about/board_of_trustees/election/pdf/candidate_packet_information_2013.pdf or
can be picked up at College of DuPage, Community College District #502, Student Resource Center
(SRC), Room 2135, 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137.
Completed nominations can be filed either in person or by mail during regular business hours, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. beginning Monday, Dec. 17, 2012, at College of DuPage,
Community College District #502, Student Resources Center (SRC), Police Dispatch Office, Room
2100, 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137. For more information, call (630) 942-2203.
-0Also up for election in April are Township Offices. Links to area township websites can be found on
the Confederation website at http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/WebPage.asp?PN=Links

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
Within the City of Naperville on-street parking is prohibited between the hours of 2
a.m. and 5 a.m. daily. Effective November 19, 2012, the Naperville Police
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Department will be implementing a new system limiting single-night on-street parking exemptions to
three exemptions per month, per vehicle.
Residents in need of single-night parking exemptions due to overnight guests, vehicle breakdowns,
driveway sealcoating or other short-term parking issues can contact the Naperville Police Department
at (630) 420-6666 before 2 a.m. to request an exemption. Residents must provide the vehicle
description, including vehicle registration information.
Residents in need of parking permits due to construction, medical care provider parking needs or
other long-term exemptions should contact the Naperville Police Department at (630) 420-6666 for
permit information. The existing longer-term permit process will remain unchanged.
The new overnight exemption limitations will be monitored throughout the next six months as a pilot
program. After six months, Police Department staff will evaluate resident feedback, draft an evaluation
report and make adjustments to the program at that time.
-0Naperville is celebrating Tuba Christmas at 11 AM on Saturday, Dec. 8. All
euphonium/baritone players and tuba players from sixth grade to adult are
invited to participate. In 2011, there were close to 100 players who banded
together to play traditional Christmas carols. Performances will be at 11 AM at
U.S. Bank on the northeast corner of Jefferson Avenue and Washington
Street and at 12:30 PM at Westfield Fox Valley in Aurora in the food court.
Those interested in performing can register between 9 and 10 a.m. at the
Community Concert Center in Naperville’s Central Park, 104 E. Benton Ave.
Rehearsal begins at 10 a.m. Registration is $5 and music may be purchased
for $15. Large print versions are available for $20. Red, blue or green hats
and scarves with the Tuba Christmas logo are available for $15 each. Parking
is available in the parking deck located south of the U.S. Bank lot on
Jefferson Avenue. Musicians should bring a music stand for the
performances. Tuba players may also want to bring a folding chair.
For more information, contact Ron Keller, director of the Naperville Municipal
Band, who is also Naperville’s Tuba Christmas coordinator, at (630) 961-0908
-0Naperville continues to seek applicants for its 2013 capital improvement project funding for the federal
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program. There is still more than $100,000
available for funding. Interested organizations can apply by downloading the applications located on
the City’s website at www.naperville.il.us/cdbg.aspx. Applications are due to the City by 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 5, 2012. No late applications will be accepted.
Project applications can be submitted by mail to: Anna Straczek, City of Naperville, Transportation,
Engineering and Development Business Group, 400 S. Eagle St., Naperville, IL 60540. Applicants can
also drop off the materials in person at the Development Services Counter located on the first floor of
the Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St.
The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) determines the amount of each
entitlement grant by a statutory dual formula which uses several objective measures of community
needs, including the extent of poverty, population, housing overcrowding, age of housing and
population growth lag in relationship to other metropolitan areas. While following federal guidelines
established by HUD, the City of Naperville awards organizations, or sub-grantees, funding that is
dispersed for a variety of uses that include public services, grant administration, public facilities,
infrastructure improvements and housing programs, principally for low- and moderate-income
persons. For more information on HUD, visit www.hud.gov.
Once applications are submitted to the City, they will be reviewed before being sent to the City Council
for consideration. Project funding is anticipated by the City Council in the spring or summer of 2013.
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Residents interested in receiving updates about the CDBG programs are encouraged to register on
the City’s website, www.naperville.il.us/enews.aspx, to receive the eNewsletter.
-0The City of Naperville curbside leaf pick up has been completed for the year.
The city encourages residents to take advantage of its free bagged collection
program, provided through Allied Waste, which allows residents to dispose of
yard waste bags without yard waste stickers each week on their normal trash
collection day through December 14, 2012.
Programs vary for unincorporated areas. Check with your township for their details.
-0With six playground projects planned for next year, the Naperville Park District invites residents to help
select equipment for playground improvements in their area.
There will be two meetings, with three playgrounds to be considered at each meeting.
•

•

The open house for playground renovations at Crestview Knoll and River Run Park and for the
new playground at Ashwood Park will take place on Tuesday, December 11, 2012 from 5:307:00 p.m. in the second floor lobby of the Park District’s 95th Street Center, located at 2244 W.
95th Street.
The open house for playground renovations at Country Commons, Huntington Commons and
Olesen Farm Park will take place on Wednesday, December 12, 2012 from 5:307:00 p.m. at the Park District’s Planning Office at 425 W. Jackson Avenue.
Parents are encouraged to bring their children and may come at any time
during the given time period. There will not be a formal presentation.

For more information on the Naperville Park District and its programs and
services, please visit www.napervilleparks.org.
-0Naperville CARES, a volunteer-driven organization whose mission is to help local families in financial
crisis meet their essential needs by providing emergency financial support and resources, announced
that Kaleen Barbera, Vice President and Senior Private Banker at BMO Private Bank in Naperville,
has joined the non-profit’s board of directors.
The fifteen member board supports Naperville CARES’ mission, purpose, goals, policies and
programs, serving as ambassadors to the community and advocating on behalf of the organization.
-0Trains will be prevented from sounding train horns between Diehl and Batavia roads on the
Canadian National (CN) Railroad as a result of a new quiet zone restriction that
begins Monday, November 19, 2012.
The new quiet zone designation on the rail line, formerly known as the Elgin, Joliet
and Eastern Railway Co. (EJ&E) Railroad, requires locomotive engineers to refrain
from using train horns unless deemed necessary for safety purposes. While the
frequency of train horns will be reduced in this area due to the new designation,
motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians are reminded to remain cautious, watch for
oncoming trains and obey the warning signals and gates whenever approaching any
designated railroad crossing.
The Cities of Naperville, Aurora and Warrenville, along with DuPage County, worked to establish the
quiet zone based on the Federal Railroad Administration’s guidelines. In 2009, a separate quiet zone
was established along the CN Railroad from Liberty Street to 111th Street. DuPage County’s recent
installation of gates at the two Prairie Path railroad crossings in this corridor allowed the
implementation of this new quiet zone that extends north into Warrenville. As a result, train horn
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restrictions now cover the entire length of both the Canadian National and Burlington Northern Santa
Fe Railroads through the City of Naperville.
-0Congratulations to the Naperville Park District for recently receiving the 2012 Governor’s
Sustainability Award in recognition of the District’s leadership in environmental practices. The District
is among 17 Illinois businesses, local governments and organizations that received the award.
As stated on its website (www.istc.illinois.edu), the Illinois
Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) has presented
Governor's awards since 1987 to organizations in Illinois “that
have demonstrated a commitment to environmental excellence
through outstanding and innovative sustainability practices.”
Kudos to the Park Staff and Board for this accomplishment!
-0District 204 needs judges for the 2013 District Science
Fairs. Judges do not have to work in a scientific field, but it is
helpful if judges understand how a Science Fair works. Having
a degree in science isn't as necessary as having an understanding of kids.
Judges are needed for the following dates and locations:
• Metea Valley High School:
Saturday, January 19, 2013, 8 to
For MVHS, WVHS, Granger, Hill, Still, and Fischer,
• Neuqua Valley High School: Saturday, January 26, 2013, 8 to
For NVHS, Scullen, Crone, and Gregory

11:30

AM

11:30

AM

If you are interested in judging, please fill out the form on the district's website at Science
Fair Judges. (http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/Forms/SciFair.aspx)
Confirmation and more specific details will follow. Please share this information with others who may
be interested in judging. This event is co-sponsored by the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation.

ACTHA News

While no ACTHA Webinars are currently scheduled, you can access webinars they have
previously hosted at your convenience. You will also be provided handouts that were given with
the webinar. The webinars available are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reserve Studies (PowerPoint only)- Presented by Mitchell Frumkin
The Fundamentals of Financial Stewardship- Presented by Mark Cantey
Basics of Disaster Planning- Presented by Amy Edwards & Sheila Malchiodi
Common Interest Community Association Act - Presented by Lara Anderson
Understanding Financial Statements- Presented by Mark Cantey
Rule Enforcement & Implementation- Presented by David Rudolph
Reserves & Investments Strategies- Presented by Craig Finck & Steve Silberman
Why an Association Needs a Window Replacement Policy- Presented by RJ Mariotti
The Five Strategic Steps to Self-Management- Presented by Angela Falzone & Shirley
Feldmann
FHA & Financing Issues- Presented by Kerry Bartell
FHA & Financing Issues- Presented by Keith Jones
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Associatio
ons' Responssibilities to Comply
C
with Accessibilityy Standards-- Presented by
Pamela Pa
ark
How to Bu
udget in Difficcult Times- Presented by
b Marcia Ca
aruso & Deb
bbie Reed
Rentals in an Associattion- Presen
nted by David
d Rudolph
Rentals in an Associattion- Presen
nted by Kellyy Elmore
Changes in the Comm
mon Interest Community Association
n Act- Presen
nted by Lara
a
Anderson
Limited Co
ommon Elem
ments- Prese
ented by David Buetow
The Five Strategic
S
Ste
eps to Self-M
Managementt- Presented
d by Angela Falzone and
d Shirley
Feldmann
Elections- Presented by
b Kelly Elm
more
Budgets- Presented
P
by Martin Sto
one
FHA Certiffication- Pre
esented by Lara Anderso
on
The Top Ten
T Financia
al Mistakes- Presented by
b Mark Can
ntey
A Board Member's
M
Gu
uide to Cond
ducting a One-Hour Board Meeting- Presented by
b John
Bickley III
Insurance Basics- Pre
esented by Joel Davis
FHA Certiffication- Pre
esented by Lara Anderso
on
Rentals- Presented
P
byy Gabriella Comstock
C
Safeguard
ding Your Asssets & Keep
ping Your Asssociation Healthy- Pressented by Arrlen
Lasinsky & Steve Silbe
erman
Nuisances
s- Presented
d by Kelly Elm
more

The cost to view the we
ebinars is $2
20 each for ACTHA
A
mem
mbers; $50 each
e
for non-members. You
Y can
make your payments by
y sending a check payable to ACTH
HA. You mayy also pay on
nline
through ww
ww.paypal.co
om and send
ding your payment to gael@actha.orrg.
To registerr for webina
ars, go to http://www.ac
h
ctha.org/pag
ges/webinarss/72.php

e Non-W
Working Holiday
y Lights
Recycle
Frustrated with
w “half-de
ead” strands and tangled
d balls of ho
oliday lights?
? Don’t tosss them in the
e trash –
recyc
cle them. Both
B
the City of Naperrville and th
he Naperville
e Park District have
optio
ons to help you
y get rid of
o old lights without unn
necessarily adding
a
to th
he “waste
strea
am.”
The Naperville Park District’s third annual holiday lights re
ecycling pro
ogram in
partn
nership with Elgin Recyccling, runs th
hrough Feb. 15, 2013.
The following tyypes of lightts will be accepted:
a
Mini-lights, C--7 lights, C--9 lights,
Rope
e lights, LED
D lights and extension
e
co
ords. All colo
ors and lengths will be accepted.
a
The Park District
D
will receive a reb
bate of approximately $.15
$
for eacch pound of lights recyccled. The
rebate will be
b used to support the District’s
D
ong
going environ
nmental initia
atives.
The followin
ng Park District locationss will be acccepting lightss for recyclin
ng:
•
•
•

Barn
n Recreation
n Center, 42
21 W. Martin Avenue (H
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m.)
Alfre
ed Rubin Riverwalk Co
ommunity Center, 305 W. Jackson
n Avenue –
Low
wer Level (Ho
ours: Mon.-F
Fri., 8:30 a.m
m.-4:00 p.m.))
Springbrook Go
olf Course, 2220 W. 83
8 rd Street (Hours:
(
Mon
n.-Sun., 8:0
00
a.m.-3:00 p.m.).. Please note
e that Spring
gbrook Golf Course will be closed Dec.
D
24-Jan. 1.
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Residents may also discard lights that no longer work at the Public Works Service Center building, 180
Fort Hill Drive, or the Recycling Drop-Off Center, also located at 180 Fort Hill Drive. The drop-off
center’s normal hours of operation are Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This
program is provided free of charge to the City by Elgin Recycling.
Accepted lights at the City Drop-Off Center include:
• mini-lights (Italian lights)
• rope
• C7
• LED
• C9
• extension cords
All colors and lengths will be accepted through April 1, 2013. For more information on the City’s
Recycling Drop-Off Center, visit www.naperville.il.us/recyclecenter.aspx.

Loaves and Fishes Update

Please visit http://www.loaves-fishes.org/ways-to-give/holiday-fooddrive/ to learn how you can help.
Are you searching for gifts for those hard-to-buy-for people on your
list? Consider gifting them with a 2013 Loaves & Fishes
calendar! At just $10, this colorful calendar is a great deal, and all
proceeds benefit our programs. Every drawing was designed just
10
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for us by our young clients. Large squares help you keep track of all your appointments, holidays, and
Loaves & Fishes events. Visit Anderson's Bookshop, Oswald's Pharmacy, or Loaves & Fishes today
to get this limited edition creation.

Winter Storm Preparedness
The most recent major winter storm impacted much of Illinois on February 1 – 2, 2011. Record
snowfall was reported in many locations with measurements ranging from 10 to 23 inches in central,
western and northern Illinois. Wind gusts from 40 to 60 mph created drifts several
feet high. In addition, more than 4 inches of sleet and severe icing of trees and
power lines impacted areas of south central and southeast Illinois, where
power outages lasted nearly a week. Roads were closed, including many
interstates, and nearly 4,000 people had to be rescued across the state.
Warnings for the storm were issued almost 30 hours ahead of time. Did you
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heed the warnings?
Did the storm impact you? Were you ready for the conditions? As we prepare for the next winter
season, use these guidelines to keep you and your family safe this season.
In an emergency, we all have a role to play in ensuring our capability to respond to an incident. Being
informed and preparing to respond, helps ensure your personal safety, security and resiliency.
Create a Disaster Kit
Stock enough supplies to last at least three days, if not more, for each person in your household.
Some important kit items are listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battery-powered National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Radio
and a battery-powered commercial radio and extra batteries.
Foods that do not require cooking or refrigeration are best. Include high energy foods such
as dried fruit and granola bars.
Extra medications and special items for babies, the disabled, or elderly.
Extra water in clean containers.
Flashlights and extra batteries. Do not use candles.
First-aid kit, non-prescription drugs, and personal sanitary items.
Pet supplies.

Winterize Your Home
• Winterize your fuel supply.
• Insulate walls and attics.
• Caulk and weatherize doors and windows.
• Install storm windows or cover windows with plastic.
Prevent Frozen Pipes
• Locate and insulate the pipes most susceptible to freezing; typically those near outer walls, in
crawl spaces or in attics.
• Heat tape or thermostatically controlled heat cables can be used to wrap pipes. Be sure to use
products approved by an independent testing organization, such as Underwriters Laboratories
Inc., and only for the use intended (exterior or interior). Closely follow all manufacturers'
installation and operation instructions.
• Seal any leaks that allow cold air inside where pipes are located.
• Disconnect garden hoses and shut off and drain water from pipes leading to outside faucets.
• Make sure you know how to shut off the water, in case pipes burst.
Prepare for Possible Isolation in Your Home
• Make sure you have sufficient heating fuel. After a severe winter storm, regular fuel carriers
may not reach you for days.
• Have emergency heating equipment (fireplaces, wood burning stoves or space heaters) and
ample fuel so you can keep at least one room of your house warm. Always ensure proper
ventilation to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning.
• NEVER use an outdoor grill to heat your home or to cook food indoors.
• Keep fire extinguishers on hand and make sure your family knows how to use them.
The next Emergency Preparedness class will be offered on Tuesday, December 11, 2012 from 7 to
8:30 p.m. at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center (ARRCC), 305 West Jackson Ave., Room
206. Call the Emergency Preparedness Education Team at (630) 305-7000, ext. 570, or email:
beready@Naperccc.org to reserve space.
For more information resources go to: http://www.ready.illinois.gov/ or
http://iema.illinois.gov/disaster/pdf/iema333_winter_storm_preparedness_guidebook.pdf
Submitted by Naperville Citizen Corps Council
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CAI EVENTS
The Illinois Chapter of the Community Associations Institute
is hosting a webinar for condominium, townhome, and home
owner association residents and Boards of Directors on
December 5, 2012 from 12-1 pm. The discussion topic will
focus on property tax fundamentals for the community
association manager. The speaker is a leader in the Illinois
community association industry from Elliott & Associates, a law firm specializing in contesting tax
assessments. The registration fee is $10 for members and $20 for non-members. To register,
visit www.cai-illinois.org or please contact Diana Lane at CAI-Illinois at 847-301-7505 or info@caiillinois.org.
CAI is a national membership organization that represents homeowner and condominium
associations, providing education and resources to the volunteer leaders and professionals involved in
the governance and management of common-interest communities. The Illinois chapter has over
1000 members and is one of 59 state and regional affiliates of CAI.
For information and registration: www.cai-illinois.org or contact: info@cai-illinois.org or Phone: 847301-7505
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News from the DuPage Children’s Museum
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NAHC Dues
Even though the year is almost over, the NAHC is still collecting membership dues for 2012. Invoices
were e-mailed in March and our Treasurer, Boyd Briscoe and several Board members are contacting
associations to follow up and make sure invoices were received. This modest $30 annual assessment
covers the administrative costs of our mission to:
- Serve as an advocate for and a voice of the people who call the Naperville area their home;
- Create an awareness of residents' needs by developing and maintaining relationships with all
levels of government -national, state, city, counties, townships, and school and park districts;
- Support member associations with their organizational and program needs - facilitating an
interchange of ideas, resources, and information between and among homeowners associations;
- Build, through a cooperative effort, a community dedicated to the enhancement of our property;
- Provide, through regular meetings, special events such as candidate and issue forums, our
newsletter and website, a forum for homeowner concerns and interests.
If you received your invoice, please return a 2012 Dues check for $30 to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you did not receive an invoice, email NAHC-Naperhomeowners@wowway.com. If your Association
is not a current Confederation member, or your association’s contacts have significantly changed, go
to http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/NAHC/NewsDoc/NewsDoc7603.doc to download a
Membership Application and send it to us along with your dues.
Dues are our primary form of income. They support our website, meetings, issue and candidate
forums, and the "legal requirements" needed to stay in operation and allow us to serve our members.
Remember, the City and Park District, as well as realtors and potential residents, contact homeowners
associations through the Confederation. Due to past FOIA issues, our entire directory is not provided
to these groups keeping our membership list from being used by third parties wanting to contact
HOA’s for commercial or political purposes. We take your privacy seriously and value our members!
If your association or Board would like to learn more about the Confederation, we will be happy to
attend one of your meetings to update your neighborhood on what the NAHC can and does do for you,
neighbor to neighbor. Contact nahc-naperhomeowners@wowway.com to schedule a presentation!

Help the NAHC Achieve Its Mission
The NAHC is looking for Associate Directors to help us interact with our neighbors.
If you have an interest in a local governmental (i.e. tax dollar supported) entity or
other quasi-governmental organization, we need liaisons to report back to the
Confederation Board on developments and directions from these organizations
and how these may impact our neighborhoods.
We are also need an Associate Director to help with NAHC publicity duties,
including communicating news of our meetings to area news outlets, assisting with the web site,
www.napervillehomeowners.com and helping prepare this newsletter (this is our editor’s 77th
consecutive monthly issue and he is looking for a break!)
If you are interested, please drop us an email at nahc-naperhomeowners@wowway.com or speak to
President Dr. Bob Buckman or Vice President Bob Fischer for more details
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News from Naper Settlement
www.napersettlement.museum
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, Illinois 60540

(630) 420-6010
(630) 305-5255-fax
Discover Naperville’s history through engaging and unique experiences at Naper Settlement,
Chicagoland’s outdoor history museum, located in the heart of Naperville. Explore historic homes and
businesses throughout the 12-acre site where you’ll understand the past and how it connects to the
present. Preservation is a key component of the museum’s mission and Naper Settlement has a
reference library and archival collection. Naper Settlement offers special events, such as Civil War
Days and All Hallows Eve, programs, classes, camps, architectural walks, group tours and school
programs, and rental opportunities for meetings, weddings, parties and other social occasions.
Naper Settlement’s Winter Season began Nov. 1. Hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday. Admission is $5.25/adult, $4.75/senior 62+ and $4/youth 4-12. Naperville residents are free.
The Visitor Center exhibits and exteriors of the buildings are available for touring. Visit
www.napersettlement.museum for further information.
-0The Naperville Heritage Society welcomed three new board members: John Koranda, Margie
Ploense and Dennise Vaughn. The Naper Settlement Museum Board also welcomes new board
member Mary Ann Junkroski. The Naperville Heritage Society has increased the size of its board to
20 members to effectively support its institutional goals for fiscal years 2013-2015.
John Koranda is a lifelong resident of Naperville and has always been very involved in the community
and charitable organizations.
Margie Ploense has been a Naperville resident since 1986 and a resident of the River Crest Estates
subdivision for 10 years. She was the event chair for Naper Wine and Dine and on the committee in
2009 and 2010 for Dinner on the Town, two fundraisers that benefit the Naperville Heritage Society.
Dennise Vaughn, MBA, FACHE, is the Vice President of Corporate Resources and Cancer Operations
at Edward Hospital and Health Services in Naperville, where she has worked for 21 years. Her
background includes strategic planning, business development and operations improvement.
Mary Ann Junkroski and her husband, Paul, are the owners of Roseland Draperies in downtown
Naperville. They moved to Naperville in 1975 and have been actively involved in volunteering and
donating to dozens of local not-for-profits through the years, including Naper Settlement.
-0Before you say “I Do,” attend Naper Settlement’s 11th annual free Bridal Showcase from 5:30-9
p.m. Friday, Jan. 4 and from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 5 at Naper Settlement. More than 40
vendors will have booths in the Pre-Emption House Visitor Center and Century Memorial Chapel. The
nondenominational Chapel is the highlight of the Showcase. Built in 1864, the historic Chapel is the
setting for more than 70 weddings each year and features brilliant stained glass windows, classic
architectural details and seating for 175.
-0December Events @ Naper Settlement – Discover Victorian holiday traditions
Holiday Mansion Tours - The beautifully decorated Martin Mitchell Mansion, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, is a showpiece of Naper Settlement, especially during the holiday season
when it is decked out in full Victorian splendor. Take a guided tour of the two-story Mansion and
Carriage House at 11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15 and at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 16. Tickets are $7 per person; $5 for Naperville Heritage Society Sustaining Members. Tickets
may be purchased in advance or at the door of the Mansion.
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Victorian Holiday Traditions - Celebrate the season with a guided tour of the Martin Mitchell
Mansion, decorated in traditional Victorian holiday splendor, followed by an informative presentation
given by a museum educator about holiday traditions in our historic 1834 tavern from 3 to 5 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 15. Learn about cherished traditions, such as Christmas trees and ornaments, while
sipping tea and enjoying holiday cookies. Be prepared to walk outdoors to the Mansion. Tickets are
$15 per person; $13 Naperville Heritage Society Sustaining Members. Reservations are required; call
(630) 420-6010.
History Speaks Lecture Series: The Christmas Tree Ship - One of the most beloved stories of the
Great Lakes, The Christmas Tree Ship has inspired paintings, poems, songs, television programs and
a musical. Author Rochelle Pennington will commemorate the 100thanniversary of the ship’s
mysterious disappearance on Nov. 22, 1912, with original photographs, artifacts and current
underwater photos from 4 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16. Pennington’s books will be available for
purchase with a signing opportunity. For all ages.
Advance tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for students, youth and Naperville Heritage Society
sustaining members. Tickets on the day of the presentation are $7 for adults, $6 for sustaining
members, students and youth. For tickets, call (630) 420-6010 or visit www.napersettlement.museum.

Holiday Happenings at The Morton Arboretum
Daily through February, in the Children’s Garden,
there will be a Gnome Hunt. We will be hiding
lawn gnomes throughout the Children's Garden.
There will be a sign at the entrance of the Children's Garden giving directions
about the gnomes (how many to look for, etc.).
Enchanted Railroad - An intricate railroad travels through an indoor winter wonderland. Stop in the
Visitor Center first to get your timed-tickets First come, first served. Friday, November 23, 2012–
Sunday, January 6, 2013 (Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day),
9 a.m.-4 p.m. FREE to Members. Non-members need to pay normal
admission fees to see the Enchanted Railroad.
Breakfast With Santa - Whisper your Christmas wish to Santa and
enjoy breakfast in our scenic Gingko Restaurant. Children 12 years or
younger will receive a gift from Santa. Join us December 1, 2, 8, 9, 15,
16, 21, 22, or 23 from 9 to 11 a.m. Purchase your tickets
at www.mortonarb.org, in the Visitor Center, or by calling 630-7252066 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday to Friday. Ticket prices are $23 for a member adult, $29
nonmember adult, $21 member child (2-12), and $25 nonmember child (2-12).
Make Your Own Nature Ornaments - Deck the halls with your own nature ornaments. Families with
children ages 2 to 10 are invited to join us Sundays, December 2 and 9, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the
Outpost. Register at www.mortonarb.org, at the Visitor Center, or by calling 630-719-2468 during
business hours. Cost: $10 member, $17 nonmember.
Santa Supper And Holiday Shopping - Enjoy Supper with Santa, enjoy live music, create holiday
nature crafts, and visit the Enchanted Railroad. Supper with Santa will be held Thursday, December
20, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Ginkgo Restaurant. The Arboretum Store will be open from 5 to 8
p.m., so stop in before or after your meal. Purchase your tickets today at www.mortonarb.org, in the
Visitor Center, or by calling 630-725-2066 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday to Friday. Ticket prices are
$26 for a member adult, $32 nonmember adult, $22 member child (2-12), or $26 nonmember child (212).
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Library Exhibit-Jens Jensen: Landscapes for People –Through December 28th, exhibit features
landscape drawings, archival photographs, and modern color photographs to introduce visitors to
Jensen's philosophies and demonstrates how Jensen's naturalistic, prairie-inspired style of landscape
design established him as a major figure in American landscape architecture. It focuses on what
Jensen always intended his landscapes to be for: people. His landscapes thus emerge not only as
sites of aesthetic beauty but as expressions of Jensen's theories of the social impact of landscape
architecture. In the Library. Tuesday–Friday: 9 AM–5 PM, Saturday: 10 AM–4 PM
Unless otherwise specified, all Arboretum events and destinations including the Children’s Garden are
free with Arboretum admission. The 2012 rates are:
$12/adult, ($8 on Wednesday), ages 18-64
$11/senior, ($7 on Wednesday), ages 65 and over
$9/child ($6 on Wednesday), ages 2-17
Under age 2 is free. Parking is free

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Sign up for e-news by
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org
-0The Illinois Distinguished Park and Recreation Accreditation Committee has voted
unanimously to confirm the Naperville Park District as an Illinois Distinguished Park
and Recreation Accredited Agency, the final step in a nine-month evaluation process that involved
staff in all areas of operations.
The state accreditation process is a joint initiative of the Illinois Association of Park Districts and the
Illinois Parks and Recreation Association. Less than 1% of the park districts and city park
departments in Illinois have earned state accreditation, and approximately 1% of park districts across
the country have achieved CAPRA accreditation.
The District will be recognized along with other newly accredited agencies at the state conference in
Chicago in January 2013.
-0A draft of the Park District’s 2013 budget is now available for public review at
http://www.napervilleparks.org/budgets and at the Park District Administration Building at 320 W.
Jackson Ave. The Park Board will vote on the adoption of the 2013 budget and appropriation
ordinance at their Dec. 17, 2012 meeting.
The Park District’s annual budget is based on organizational and departmental initiatives guided by
the District’s Strategic Plan and Master Plan. Some of the key capital initiatives planned for 2013
include the development of a nature center at Knoch Knolls, ball field improvements in the north
section of Knoch Park, and installation of a synthetic turf field at Commissioners Park.
-0Since the early years following its formation in 1966, the Naperville Park District has been guided by a
comprehensive Master Plan that is updated periodically. The most recent draft of the 2012 Master
Plan is now ready for public comment and review.
The current draft of the Master Plan may be viewed on the Naperville Park District’s website
at http://www.napervilleparks.org/master-plans through December 13. Residents may send comments
to Director of Planning Eric Shutes at eshutes@napervilleparks.org during this time.
Additionally, the community is invited to an open house on December 13 from 6:00 -7:00 p.m.
immediately prior to the Park Board meeting to speak with staff and commissioners regarding the
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draft Master Plan. The Open House will be held in the lobby of the Naperville Municipal Center at 400
South Eagle Street.
As with previous versions of the Master Plan, the 2012 draft is based on the established mission and
vision of the Naperville Park District, evaluation of earlier plans, extensive
community input, demographic studies of the Naperville area, including the most
recent U.S. Census data, and national standards for park and recreation facilities.
-0Santa House opens to the public Saturday evening, December 1!

•
•
•

Special nights at Santa House require advance registration, which may be
completed atwww.napervilleparks.org. The schedule is as follows:
Military and First Responders Night - Wednesday, Dec. 5 from 5 to 8:00 p.m.
Pet Night - Thursday, Dec. 6 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Special Needs Nights – Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, Dec. 10-12 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Following the opening night on Saturday, Dec. 1 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Santa House will be open to
the public on Sunday, Dec. 2, and on Saturdays and Sundays, Dec. 8 through Dec. 23, from 12:00
noon to 6:00 p.m. Additionally, Santa House will remain open Monday through Friday from 4:00 to
8:00 p.m. the week before Christmas, Dec. 17-21. Santa House also is open to the public on Friday,
Dec. 14 from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Admission to Santa House is free, with the option of purchasing photos for $8 each.
-0Members of the Naperville Park Police invite the community to contribute new, unwrapped toys for the
2012 Toys for Tots program, hosted by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.
Toys will be collected at 6 locations through Friday, December 14.
Collection sites are:
• The Park District’s Administration Building, located at 320 W.
Jackson Ave. Hours of operations are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday,
9:00 a.m. to noon.
• The Park District’s Planning Office, located at 425 W. Jackson Avenue. Hours of operations
are Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Santa House located at the corner of Jackson Avenue and Webster Street on the Naperville
Riverwalk. Santa House hours of operations are: Dec. 1, 6-8 p.m., Dec. 2, 12-6 p.m., Dec. 89, 15-16, and 22-23 from 12-6 p.m., and Dec. 17-21 from 4-8 p.m.
• Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of
operation are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• Barn Recreation Center, located at 421 W. Martin Ave. Hours of operation are: SundayThursday, 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. and Friday & Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to noon.
• South Maintenance Facility, located at 3415 Book Rd. Hours of operation are MondayFriday, noon to 2:00 p.m.
Toys for Tots accepts only new, unwrapped toys. Please do not donate stuffed animals or toy
weapons. For more information on DuPage County’s Toys for Tots program, please visit
www.dupage-il.toysfortots.org.
-0The community is invited to the Grand Opening of the Naperville Park District’s newly renovated
recreation space at the 95th Street Center. The event will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
on Saturday, December 8 on the second and third floors of the Center, located at 2244 W. 95th Street
in south Naperville.
The Naperville Park District holds a three-year lease for 11,500 square feet of indoor programming
space at the Center. The leased space includes:
• 2 multipurpose rooms
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• A wood floor studio
• 2 classrooms
• Culinary teaching kitchen with 6 full kitchen teaching stations
• Lounge/waiting area
• Full service customer service counter
• Staff offices
New winter programs include sewing and cooking classes, dance classes, yoga, Pilates, gymnastics,
arts and crafts, computer explorers, knitting, weight loss classes, and much more.”
The new registration desk at the 95th Street Center will open on Monday, December 3 for those who
wish to register in person at that location.
-0-

Winter Sports Opportunities
Riverwalk Sled Hill at Rotary Hill
There is great sledding right on the Naperville Riverwalk. The Riverwalk Sled Hill at Rotary Hill
provides fun for the entire family. Sledders should bring their own inner tube or plastic sled; wooden
sleds and metal-runner sleds are not permitted. The Riverwalk Sled Hill is lighted and closes at 9:00
p.m. except on Fridays and Saturdays when it remains open until 10:00 p.m. The sled hill’s official
daily schedule is from December 1-February 28, weather permitting.
Neighborhood Sled Hills - The following hills are non-lighted and close at dusk.
• Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Avenue
• Brooks Crossings, 1015 95th Street
• Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Road
• Gartner Park, 524 W. Gartner Road
• May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Drive
Ice Rinks - The following ice rinks are lighted and open until 10:00 p.m.
• Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Avenue
• Commissioners Park, 3704 111th Street
• Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Road
Hockey sticks are permitted on the two Centennial Park hockey board rinks. They are not permitted on
free skating areas at Centennial Park, Commissioners Park, Gartner Park or Nike Sports Complex.
Broomball is permitted at Nike Sports Complex. Broomball players have priority over open skating on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00-10:00 p.m. Open skating has priority all other times.
Lights may be turned off early if low attendance. Please do not skate after 10:00 p.m. since this is
when the ice is flooded and groomed. Skating on the soft ice ruins skating for the next day.
Gartner Park Ice Rink, 524 W. Gartner, is not lighted and closes at dusk. No Hockey sticks allowed!
Snowboarding - Weigand Riverfront Park, 2436 S. Washington Street. The hill at Weigand Riverfront
Park may be used only as a snowboarding hill. Snowboards are restricted on all other Park District
hills. Sledding is not allowed at Weigand Riverfront Park.

Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Holiday Closings - The Library will be closed all day on
December 24th, 25th, and January 1st. It will close at 5 PM on
st
Monday, December 31 . You can renew materials or see what you have checked on-line out by
accessing My Account on its website. Materials may also be renewed by calling 630.961.0460. Driveup returns are available 24 hours a day at all locations.
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-0Naperville READS Announces its 2013 Authors - A story about the importance of choosing
kindness and a novel about the horrors of the Rwanda genocide will be what everyone in Naperville is
reading as Naperville READS kicks off its 12th year. First time novelists R.J. Palacio and Naomi
Benaron have been selected as the featured authors for Naperville READS 2013.
As they have since the program’s inception in 2002, the goals of Naperville READS include engaging
the entire community in reading and then discussing selected titles. The program promotes the
pleasures of reading as well as providing a way for all ages to discuss the issues and concepts
involved in the selected titles. This year’s selected authors brilliantly carry out these goals. In her
instant classic, “Wonder” R.J. Palacio captures both the difficulty and the importance of choosing
kindness. Prize-winning author Naomi Benaron explores the complexities of the Rwandan genocide in
“Running the Rift.”
“Wonder” is Palacio’s first novel. The story of August “Auggie” Pullman is more than just the struggle
of a boy born with severe facial deformities as he begins attending public school. It includes the
uncertainties of his parents about how to cope with strangers reacting to Auggie’s face as well as the
toll this places on his older sister. Labeled a young adult book,” Wonder” is really a story for families to
read and discuss. Palacio will visit Naperville in early February and will make presentations to area
sixth graders as well as the public.
Horrors of the Rwandan genocide and importance of family and hope are the two conflicting themes
that see-saw back and forth in Benaron’s debut work of fiction. This novel depicts the violent civil war
between Hutus-Tutsis but also lovingly describes the beauty of family and community. Benaron was
awarded the prestigious Bellwether Prize for her treatment of compelling social issues. Benaron will
visit Naperville in early April and will make presentations to area high schools as well as the public.
Additional
and
updated
Naperville
READS
information
may
be
seen
on
the
website, www.napervillereads.org or by contacting the Naperville Public Library, 630-961-4100 or
Anderson’s Bookshop 630 355-2665.
-0Our Award Winning Library - For the fifth time in five years, the Naperville Public Library has been
ranked nationally as a 5 Star Library. Naperville is one of only 85 libraries out of 7,570 surveyed to
receive this honor and one of only six in Illinois to achieve 5 Star status. In addition to being named a
5 Star Library, within the library’s peer group – libraries with expenditures between $10,000,000 and
$29,999,999 – Naperville ranked #1! The new Star designations are published in the fifth edition of the
“Library Journal” Index of Public Library Service (LJI), a measurement tool that compares U.S. public
libraries on the quantities of services they deliver. The index uses the Institute of Museum and Library
Services (IMLS) data for 2010 and is sponsored by Baker & Taylor’s Bibliostat Collect and Connect.
Then, a few days later, The Chicago Tribune named the Naperville Public Library to its 2012 Top 100
Workplace list. The ranking was determined by employee engagement surveys of 254 companies in
the Chicago area that employ more than 171,000 people.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!!
-0December Program Highlights from the Naperville Public Library
Families – Read Together This Winter! - The Library’s Winter Family Read Aloud Program starts
Dec. 1 and Naperville families are urged to make reading part of their family activities. Make cookies
together? That’s just one example of a family reading activity! From Dec. 1 through Jan. 31, families
are urged to register for this winter program, record their family’s read aloud sessions and return the
logs to win prizes. Don’t live in Naperville? Join the fun for $5.00 per child.
Family Gingerbread House Contest - Make and decorate a gingerbread house as a family
activity. Drop your creation off at your favorite library building between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 15 and it will be on public display from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Certificates for various
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categories will be awarded. Photos of the gingerbread houses will be posted to the Library’s
Facebook page. This activity is part of the Winter Family Read Aloud Program.
Rock On! -- the Chicago Music Scene Of the 1960’s and 1970’s - Dean Milano, author and
musician, began making music in Chicago in 1966. He was there when it all happened and has
written a book telling all. Join him on Wednesday, Dec. 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the 95th Street Library. He’ll
relive the glory days when jazz, rock and roll, country and western, folk, blues and R & B flowed
through the streets of Chicago. Milano will bring both the music and pictures of these two decades to
life. This program is partially funded by a grant from the City of Naperville.
Teens, It’s the Indoor Mini Golf Challenge! - Teens, who doesn’t love mini golf? Winter is a great
time to have some fun indoors and get your game on! On Friday, Dec. 7, from 4 to 8 p.m., the Dziedzic
Community Room at Nichols Library will be transformed into an exciting mini golf course. Take the
challenge alone or grab a couple of friends to play as a group! A special thank you to Wilderness Falls
for donating the equipment for this event!
Study Help and Snacks are all Part of Finals Week at the Library - It’s time for finals week and the
library knows it is important to have a good place to study so we’ve reserved space in the library just
for you. To kick off finals week, the 95th Street Library will be open on Monday, Dec. 17 from 8 to
10:30 p.m. just for high school students! Then, for three nights in a row, the Dziedzic Community
Room at the Nichols Library will also be available for cram sessions from 4:00 to 8:30 p.m. We will
have tables for group study, free Wi-Fi and reference help. We’ll also have board games and snacks
for brains that need a break.

The next NAHC General Membership meeting will be on Saturday
morning, December 15th at 8:00AM (for coffee, meeting at 8:30) in
Meeting Rooms B&C of the
Naperville Municipal Center
Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
late-breaking news and information
Our next Newsletter will be sent out on or about January 1st
Bob Fischer
NAHC Newsletter Editor & Webmaster

When You Find Us, Make sure to “Like” Us too!!!!!
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