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President’s Letter
I am writing this month’s note before Thanksgiving. It is early in the morning, the house and
neighborhood are still quiet; a perfect time to ponder thanks and gratitude. While almost any time
could and should be a moment to be grateful, more often than not we let the “noise” of everyday life
get in the way. In the rush to get to where we are going, put out figurative fires, respond to crises du
jour, or just take care of business, it is easy to forget to acknowledge people who make life easier,
fulfilling, and worth living.
At the top of my list is family. They are my motivator and reason for being. I don’t know what I would
do without them, nor do I want to find out. I’m thankful for health, home, heat in the winter, air
conditioning in the summer, and Social Security checks that help pay for all of these. Knowing there is
food in the refrigerator and pantry is another source of comfort, but not one everyone may have.
Moving outward, my extended family, neighbors and the neighborhood provide meaning to life. I truly
appreciate people willing to donate time and talents to the community. Most devote this time expecting
little in return and are rarely disappointed.
One group of volunteers I am particularly thankful for are those who serve the larger community on
Naperville’s boards, commissions, and study groups. Our December monthly meeting (8 AM on the
12th in Municipal Center Meeting Room B) will focus on these Boards and Commissions, who they
are, what they do, and how people can become involved.
I am grateful for everyone who participates in Homeowners Confederation meetings. I am also very
grateful to our monthly meeting sponsors who provide the hospitality and ambience so important to our
monthly get–together’s with our neighbors.
Lastly, this is the time of the year to share our blessings with those who may have less. Extend your
benevolence, sow seeds and help grow gratitude. On behalf of the Confederation Board, best wishes
for a wonderful, happy, and fulfilling Holiday season.
bob
Bob Fischer
President, Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation
www.napervillehomeowners.com
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December Meeting Focuses on City Boards and Commissions
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC Monthly meeting will be Saturday morning, December 12th
at 8:00 AM (for coffee and networking) in Meeting room B of the Naperville Municipal Center,
400 S. Eagle Street. This month we will be taking a closer look at the City of Naperville’s voluntary
Boards and Commissions; what they do, how many there are, and how neighbors can get involved in
these groups that help identify and recommend policy, financial, and quality of life concerns across the
community. Former or current members of some of the boards will zero in on their group’s charter,
providing insights and information on how advice is developed for further action by City Council.
Coffee and networking for this meeting will be sponsored by Esser Hayes Insurance Group. Esser
Hayes Insurance Group located in Naperville
represents the industry’s highest-rated
insurance companies and boasts deep
expertise in insurance solutions that run the
gamut from business and personal lines to
health plans and estate-planning tools. Esser
Hayes is an unmatched source for smart,
customized and comprehensive insurance solutions. Learn more about Esser Hayes Insurance Group
at www.esserhayes.com.
Watch our website, www.napervillehomeowners,.com, for meeting updates.

How Do You Feel About Neighbors Storing Recycling and
Garbage Bins in Plain Sight?
During his “President’s Report” at our November monthly
meeting, in a segment titled “Rant from a Crabby Old
Guy,” our president “abused” his control of the podium to
discuss a pet peeve; the increasing frequency of trash and
recycling bins stored in front of homes in full view of
neighbors, visitors, and passers-by. This “in full view”
storage, in his perspective, reduces curb appeal and the
overall attractiveness of our neighborhoods.
Possibly due to the increased garage floorspace requirements from the introduction of the mandatory
recycling bins, it seems that more and more neighbors are prominently featuring their trash and
recycling bins as part of their household’s landscaping. While commercial properties are required to
screen containers from view, the only city requirement relative to the bins is that they cannot be
wheeled to the curb before 7 PM the night prior to scheduled pick up, and they must be removed from
the curb by 7PM the night of the pickup. Many mandatory HOA’s require cans be kept out of sight, but
many admit this is a difficult rule to enforce. Some also note that garbage bins stored in garages often
smell leading to olfactory reasons for outdoor storage.
We discussed our president’s concerns at the meeting and while many expressed dismay, there was
no hue and cry for additional and potentially expensive regulation. So, the questions remain, how do
you feel about this? Is it an issue, or just rantings from a crabby old guy? Is it something
neighborhoods should address locally, including via peer pressure, or is additional regulation needed
in the municipal code? Does this seriously detract from neighborhood curb appeal? How do you feel?
Let us know and feel free to share this article and issue in your own neighborhood’s newsletter.
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Pedestrians & Drivers Need To Act Together for Safety
With Daylight Savings time gone until Sunday, March 13, it is ever more important for drivers to
exercise care due to the diminished visibility during the earlier
Editor’s note: This originally appeared
twilight hours. This is particularly true when driving in areas
in the November newsletter. I was
where pedestrians are attempting to cross streets.
contacted by a regular reader during

The Illinois Motor Vehicle Code is very straightforward as to
the month and reminded that there
the rights of pedestrians, detailing how drivers must yield
are times cyclists can and should be
treated as pedestrians, even when on
right-of-way to pedestrians when:
their bikes. While I apologize for my
• The driver is at a stop sign or flashing red light and the
original statement (cyclists are only
pedestrian is on the driver’s half of the street.
pedestrians when walking their
• The driver is turning left or right with a red or a green
bicycle), both the reader and I
light.
strongly agreed that cyclists need to
• The pedestrian enters the street before the driver’s light
take more care and responsibility
changes to green.
when crossing streets. So, the article
• At mid-block Crosswalks (such as in downtown
has been updated and is being run
Naperville and near the college) drivers must yield to
again this month. raf
pedestrians crossing even when there is no other traffic
control signal present.
Drivers must also exercise “due care” to avoid hitting pedestrians, regardless of right-of-way. This
includes
• Not passing another vehicle that has stopped to let a pedestrian cross.
• When exiting driveways and alleys, approach sidewalk-crossings slowly and yield to pedestrians.
• Parking Responsibly. Do not park on the sidewalk, blocking crosswalks or curb ramps
While the onus is almost always on the driver, Pedestrians have responsibilities too. These include:
• DO NOT dart suddenly into traffic. Give vehicles a reasonable time to respond.
• When crossing streets, look left, right and then left again for vehicles
• Only cross in designated locations .If you must cross at an undesignated location yield right-ofway to vehicles.
• Exercise care at alleys and driveways. Drivers, particularly those backing uup, may have a limited
range of visibility
• Try to make eye contact; this helps you to determine if
the driver has seen you (this does not mean crossing the
street engrossed in information on your cell phone)
One last reminder – cyclists are pedestrians only when
walking their bike or safely riding on the sidewalk and
behaving courteously to walkers sharing the public way.
Even when on the sdidewalk, cyclists need to yield the right
of way to pedestrians.. On the street, the cyclist is a vehicle
operator subject to the same laws and restrictions as
drivers. One of the most dangerous occurrences in and
around town is cyclists darting through intersections in the
crosswalk without determining if it is safe to cross. Some of
the worst offenders (based on a very unscientific sample)
include college students and other young adults near
downtown Naperville. In recent weeks I have seen people
who should know better involved in near-accidents by
Nichols Library and North Central College. Stop and look
when crossing the street, whether on your bike, or walking.
Drivers are not looking for human and two-wheeled hood
ornaments. Cross with care!
We send kindergarteners and pre-schoolers to Safety Town to learn how to be safe when crossing the
street. Remedial sessions may very well be appropriate for some older riders as well!
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The Tax Man Cometh
I got an unpleasant surprise in the mail this week – the Supervisor of Assessments let me know my
home value increased by around 10%. Before getting too upset, it pays to remember that this does not
necessarily mean my taxes will increase by this amount. This increase is more likely directly related to
the EAV decreases that started in 2007 now being reversed as our home values rise and comparable
sales are reflecting this improved market. In some ways, improved home values are a good thing!
If there is any solace here, remember, EAV is only used to allocate the "pie,” it does not directly impact
your tax rate. The question becomes - what happened to other EAV's in the taxing area. If they all
went up similarly, your tax bill may not change at all, or you could actually see a decrease because
your increase percentage was less than the overall increase. The other question is how much every
taxing body is levying this month. Is it increasing, decreasing, or holding steady? Pay close attention to
all of the December piblic meetings where levies are passed typically with little or no discussion.
Remember, your individual tax bill is computed by dividing the levy,the amount requested by individual
taxing bodies (and which is capped to increase annually no more than 5% or the rate of inflation,
whichever is lower for schools and non-home rule units (basically everyone except the City of
Naperville)),by your tax rate which is your percentage of the overall assessed valuation of the County

Cleaning Up Fall Leaves & Yardwaste
Both the City of Naperville and DuPage County (for unincorporated areas) prohibit burning landscape
waste. Landscape waste may be burned in unincorporated
Will County subject to restrictions including fires located not
less than 50 feet from any
neighboring structure with adequate
provision made to prevent spreading
of the fire. Burning in rights-of-way in
Will County is strictly prohibited.
Aurora allows burning, but with
limitations on the amount of smoke
created. Whether legal or not, current research indicates
that backyard burning can increase the risk of heart
disease, aggravate respiratory ailments such as asthma
and emphysema, and cause rashes, nausea, or
headaches.
While the Confederation is a firm believer in mulching
leaves on lawns, we recognize that for some property
owners this is not always a viable alternative particularly as
snowy weather turns piles into soggy messes. With
curbside bulk leaf pick up completed for the year in almost
all neighborhoods, bagging or on-site composting may be
the only alternatives available.
To help keep costs down when clearing lawns and gardens,
Naperville’s free bagged collection program runs through
December 11, 2015. The bagging program allows residents to dispose of yard waste bags without
yard waste stickers on their normal trash collection day. More details are at
http://www.naperville.il.us/leafcollection.aspx. Bundled branches do require a sticker.
For those wishing to plan ahead, yard waste collection will re-start on regular trash pickup days during
the week of March 14, 2016. Residents in unincorporated areas should check with their townships to
determine services available in their neighborhoods
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November Meeting Addressed
Utility Rates & Reliability
Our November 21st General Membership Meeting
featured Jim Holzapfel and Mark Curran, directors of
the Water/Wastewater and Electric utilities for the City
of Naperville, providing an update on our city's public
utilities. If you missed the meeting, or if you were there
and would like to further review some of the meeting
slides, the deck can be found by going to
http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/NAHC/NewsDoc/NewsDoc39094.pdf.
Among the key insights provided was the graphic (above) showing where Naperville’s current electric
rates stand in regard to our neighbors.
The takeaway from this graph was
that even when the proposed 8.3%
increase is imposed in February that
Naperville
rates
will
still
be
competitive with, if not lower than
many of those paid by our neighbors,
including unincorporated Naperville
residents served by Commonwealth
Edison.
The most telling graphic presented, in
terms of value for the dollar paid, was
reliability. Naperville’s performance,
particularly against that of the larger
investor owned utilities, is excellent
with less than a half hour of outage
time for an average subscriber.
While

the

Confederation

is

not

enamored of the proposed increase and its
impact on ratepayers, we do recognize that
you get what you pay for, and, right now,
what we are getting is pretty good.
During Jim Holzapfel’s presentation, we
heard about changing state and federal
environmental
regulations
and
how
forthcoming regulations reducing potassium
and chloride emissions will mean higher
costs for the city. Jim discussed how higher
nutrient levels in the water are dramatically
changing river water chemistry, leading to
plant and fish dies offs, including the creation
of a large “dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico
where the drainage carried from the nation’s heartland (including our community) exits the Mississippi
river. Treatment and city policies can only go so far in this regard. There are things we, as
homeowners, can all do to help the situation and keep our waterways clean. The next chart outlines
some of these “best practices” that we should all consider incorporating in our everyday life.
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Illinois 2016 First Detector Invasive Pest Workshops
Early detection and response is key in managing invasive pests. These workshops are aimed at
improving first detector training and invasive species awareness. The workshops will cover current and
emerging invasive plants, pathogens, and insects, along with updates on previous workshop topics.
Also included are identification/detection; cycle/biology; hosts; sampling; management; commonly
confused lookalikes; and regulation. The target audience includes certified arborists, tree care
professionals, Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, forestry and natural resource professionals,
conservationists, and others with an interest in invasive species.
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be available for ISA Certified Arborists, Continuing Forestry
Education Credits, Master Gardeners, and Master Naturalists.
Workshops will be held at the following Illinois locations:








Jan. 28, 2016, Waterloo. Register and information: 618-939-3434
Feb. 2, 2016, Joliet. Register and information: 815-727-9296
Feb. 3, 2016, Champaign. Register and information: 217-333-7672
Feb. 9, 2016, Effingham. Register and information: 217-247-7773
Feb. 17, 2016, Grayslake. Register and information: 847-223-8627 Feb. 18, 2016, Freeport.
Register and information: 815-235-4125
Feb. 23, 2016, Quincy. Register and information: 217-322-3381
Feb. 24, 2016, Springfield. Register and information: 217-782-4617

A $40 non-refundable registration fee covers instruction, on-site lunch, and training materials. Space is
limited.
Additionally, The Morton
Arboretum has offered to
set up a free training event
where interested parties
can learn about monitoring
and reporting invasive
plants that are new to our region and threaten our natural areas. Trainers will cover how participants
can get involved in monitoring, how to report a new population on the New Invaders Watch Program
website (www.NewInvaders.org), and how this early detection program results in control.
Contact Tricia Bethke, Illinois Forest Pest Outreach Coordinator, tbethke@mortonarb.org or 630-7197953 for more information

DuPage Housing Authority Seeks Landlords for Housing
Choice Voucher Program
At its November Meeting, the Naperville Housing Advisory Commission heard from Kenneth Coles, the
Executive Director of the DuPage Housing Authority,
regarding the problems that low-income residents have
finding affordable housing in our area. Specifically Mr.
Coles spoke about the reluctance of some area
landlords to accept tenants who may be paying part of
their monthly rent using federally guaranteed housing
vouchers (a guaranteed on-time monthly payment) as a part of their payment.
While Naperville’s Fair Housing Ordinance specifically prohibits discrimination based on “legal sources
of income,” the ordinance does not specifically identify federal housing vouchers as a legal income,
allowing landlords to refuse to rent to tenants using this form of payment for all or part of their rent.
This results in otherwise qualified potential tenants not finding a place to live. According to Mr. Coles
the program is not seeking landlords charging sub-market rates or demanding that rates be reduced to
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a level below market. All they ask is that landlords engage in a good-faith effort to reach a lease
agreement with potential tenants just as they would if vouchers were not part of the payment offered.
While there are a limited number of pre-screened individuals eligible to use the program (DuPage
County is allocated 2,801 vouchers and county-wide there are some 3,300 voucher users including
those receiving vouchers fromo other jurisdictions), there is a strong underlying level of apprehension
among some landlords. This leaves some 3-5% of families provided voucher access unable to find a
place to live within their assigned window of opportunity. It should be noted that in order to be
accepted into the program, criminal background checks are performed and tenants who violate
program terms and conditions will be removed from the program with their voucher allocated to
someone on the waiting list.
With a guaranteed monthly rent payment, and no loss in the ability to evict tenants in violation of their
leases, Mr. Coles would like to see more landlords involved in the program. The Housing Advisory
Commission has left the question of legal income sources open on their agenda (it will next be
discussed at the January 11 th meeting). The NAHC has not taken a stand on this topic, although our
President, as a member of the Housing Advisory Commission, remains deeply involved in the
discussions. Member input, particularly from members who are also landlords, is welcome.

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
Naperville Neighborhood Men’s Softball has issued a general call to all
Naperville area subdivisions who might be interested in participating in a
men’s softball league this year. They are looking for an 8th subdivision to
add an 8th team. Information is listed below:
 12” softball, slow pitch, high arch
 Play on Sundays at 12:00 or 2:00
 Season begins early April and runs through early August skipping
holidays
 Approximately 13 regular season games and a playoff bracket
 Play at Gartner Park or Columbia Commons
 Only actual homeowners eligible to play (no kids)
 10 man teams in the field, everyone bats
If your subdivision is interested, please contact the league commissioner Frank Passaro directly at
frank.passaro@bairdwarner.com or 630-718-7526.. .
-0The Naperville Education Foundation (NEF) raises and grants funds for programs that enhance and
enrich the educational experience of Naperville School District 203 students. As the philanthropic arm
of District 203, its mission is to “encourage creativity, innovation and excellence in our students” and
our purpose is to support programs that fall outside of traditional public funding.
One such program, solely funded by community donations, is the Annual
Grant Awards. Grant applications may be initiated by students, faculty,
staff, parents and community members for District 203 projects.
Applications are then reviewed by evaluation teams made up of NEF
Trustees, District 203 faculty, staff and administration, community members
and District retirees.
NEF supports projects that correlate to District 203 curriculum including but not limited to the following
six areas: Literacy, Math/Science, Fine Arts, Health/Physical Development, Cultural Studies and
General.
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The NEF Annual Grant Award Applications will be accepted from January 1, 2016 until February 1,
2016 by 4:00 pm. Applications should be submitted electronically to NEF at nef@naperville203.org.
Award decisions will be announced in April.
Grant application forms and instructions are available on our website at www.nef203.org or by
emailing nef@naperville203.org.
-0District 204 issued this reminder to parents of the ways it announces weather-related school closing
information. The announcement is made by 6 a.m. through the
following:
 Information is posted first by @ipsd204 on Twitter and at
www.ipsd.org
 Connect-ED phone call to parents/guardians
 Local television and radio stations
 Emergency Closing Center's website
They only announce when schools are closed. If schools are not closed, it is the responsibility of
parents to decide if conditions safely allow for their children to attend school. If children are kept home
due to weather conditions, parents must call the school to report the excused absence.
District 204 follows a plan whenever there is consideration of a school closing due to weather
conditions. You can read more about how the district makes the decision to close school at Winter
Weather Guidelines
-0-

-0Need help with utility bills this winter? Various local organizations and units of government can
potentially provide assistance to those who need help. These include:
 Naperville CARES – (630) 369-0200, www.napervillecares.org
 DuPage County Liheap – (630) 407-6500, liheap@dupageco.org, www.dupageco.org
 Will County Liheap – (815) 722-0722, ext. 3, www.wcccc.net/liheap.asp
 Naperville, Lisle, Wheatland, DuPage, Milton and Winfield townships – contact information
can be found at www.naperville.il.us/townships.aspx. Townships can also refer individuals to
local religious and charitable organizations that pledge funds and provide support for local
residents in need.
-0Do you or someone you know need “critical” home repairs, but are
unable to afford the cost? The City of Naperville and DuPage Habitat for
Humanity have partnered to revitalize the community through various
home repair projects. To learn more about the DuPage Habitat for
Humanity Home Repair Program, please email Jennifer Taff at
jtaff@dupagehabitat.org or call (630) 510-3737, ext. 305.
-0Naperville Police Detective Paul Elliott has been named
Juvenile Police Officer of the Year by the DuPage County
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Juvenile Officers’ Association (DJOA). Elliott is a nineteen-year Naperville Police Department veteran
currently serving as a detective in the Youth Services Unit and has previously served as a field training
officer, firearm instructor and school resource officer at Neuqua Valley High School.
As a youth detective, Elliott investigates criminal and status offense cases involving individuals under
18 years old as victims or offenders. “
Elliott received his award at the Fall Conference of the DuPage Juvenile Officers’ Association.
Congratulations to Det. Elliott on this well-deserved recognition.
-0District 204 needs judges for the 2016 District Science Fairs. Judges do not have to work in a
scientific field, but it is helpful if judges understand how a Science
Fair works. Having a degree in science isn't as necessary as
having an understanding of kids.
Judges are needed for the following dates and locations:
 Neuqua Valley High School For NVHS, Crone, Gregory
and Scullen Saturday, January 23, 2016, 8 to 11:30 am
 Metea Valley High School For MVHS, WVHS, Fischer,
Granger, Hill and Still Saturday, January 30, 2016, 8 to 11:30 am
If you are interested, please fill out the form on the district's website at Science Fair Judges.
Confirmation and more specific details will follow. Please share this information with others who may
be interested in judging. This event is co-sponsored by the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation.
-0360
Youth
Services
needs male
mentors for
12-18
year
old boys who
are waiting in hopes of being paired with a
mentor. Their mentoring program matches
teens ages 12-18 from the community and
young adults from our housing programs, with
healthy adults who are caring, supportive, open
minded, and fun! To find out more about being
paired with a mentor or becoming a mentor,
please call or email Nancy Hoelscher at
630.717.9408
ext.
1134
or
mentoring@360youthservices.org
-0The Naperville Police Department is offering
workshops for area scouts to promote safety,
provide education and insight into forensic and
detective functions and assist with scouting
requirements dealing with law enforcement,
including those needed for badge and rank
advancement.
For area Cub Scouts, three workshops will be
offered at Safety Town,1320 Aurora Ave., on
Monday, January 18, 2016. Topics for this Bear Scout "CSI: Cub Scouts Investigate" program include:
Fingerprinting, Chromatography, Analysis of Unknown Powders, Making Shoe Imprints and Learning
How Animals are Used to Gather Evidence.
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These hands-on workshops are taught by Crime Scene Technicians and Crime Prevention Specialists
from the Naperville Police Department. Registration is required, and space is limited! A Safety Town
patch is included in the registration fee.
Questions can be sent to scouts@napervillejuniors.org. For available times and to register, visit
www.napervillejuniors.org.

Mark Your Calendar

A symposium entitled Benefits of Managing Trees for Risk will be held on December 2, 2015
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the The Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Illinois. Understanding the impact of
tree decline and failure and how to manage the resulting risks is key to building and funding a safe
and well-rounded community forestry program. This practical symposium will help decision-makers
plan and manage trees on public spaces to protect people and property. The keynote speaker will be
Dr. Geoffrey Donovan, USDA Forest Service. Continuing education credits will be available. Click
here for Registration and to Learn more. The community is invited

Santa House opens to the public on Sat., Dec. 5. Weekend
visiting hours are 12:00-6:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays
through December 20. Santa House also will be open on Friday,
December 11 from 4:00-8:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday,
December 15-18 from 4:00-8:00 p.m., and Monday-Wednesday,
December 21-23 from 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Admission to Santa House is free, with the option of purchasing
photos with Santa for $8 each or two for $15.
The Naperville Park District will host special evenings at Santa House by reservation only, including:
Special Needs Nights on December 1-3, presented by Instructional ABA Consultants; Military and First
Responders Night on December 8, presented by Diamond Residential Mortgage-Naperville; and Pet
Night on December 9, presented by Two Bostons. Families who attend these evenings may register
for a specific time set aside just for them, to minimize any waiting time. Reservations may be made
online at http://www.napervilleparks.org/santahouse.

Budgets, Reserve Studies, and Business Decisions by the
Board” is the topic of the December 8th 7:00 PM seminar sponsored
by Kovitz Shifrin Nesbit at the NIU Conference Center, 1120 E. Diehl
Rd. This presentation is part of a monthly series providing education
for property managers, condo owners, board members, landlords, homeowners and associaiton
members on essential, timely topics. For details and registration please visit
www.ksnlaw.eventbrite.com

Senator Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant (D-49) will be holding a Legislative Town Hall meeting from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 15, at the Oswego Public Library, 34 W. Jefferson Street in
Oswego. For more information contact Senator Bertino-Tarrant’s office at 815-254-4211 or go to
www.SenatorBertinoTarrant.com

The Naperville Area Homeowner’s Confederation January 16, 2016 meeting is our annual
opportunity to meet with and here from our area State Representatives and Senators. This is an
excellent opportunity to not only get Springfield insights, but also to get “face time” with the people
representing our area. Watch www.napervillehomeowners.com for more details.

Do We Have Your Updated Contact Information?
When e-mailing dues invoices, newsletters, and other Confederation correspondence, some bounce
back due to bad addresses. We also recognize that some associations only have “snail mail” and not
email contacts in the Confederation directory. With association officers changing, members moving,
changing jobs, or switching to a different Internet providers, our directory always needs updates.
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Because we use a different mailing list for dues and the newsletter, we hope every association is
contacted via at least one of the two lists every year.
If you believe the contact information for your association is out of date, please go to our website,
www.napervillehomeowners.com, download, and fill out an information sheet (member application) on
your association. There is a “hotlink” on our homepage to the Membership Application document. This
can also be used to send us a dues check if your association did not receive a dues invoice.
You can also email us at NAHC-naperhomeowners@wowway.com and ask us to
add people to the newsletter mailing list.
Remember – the only way the Police, Fire Department, Park District, or even
local realtors can get information on Naperville Associations is to ask the
Confederation. We get inquiries regularly for this information, but don’t provide it except in response to
a bona fide request. For non-governmental units, we forward the request to your contact on file to
handle as they see fit. Privacy should not be an issue when sharing information with the NAHC.
By the way, we are always looking for new members – if you or your association would like to become
part of the neighborhood solution by joining the Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, please
let us know. Our Board members are happy to attend one of your association’s meetings to talk about
the Confederation, and the roles we play within the greater Naperville area. Kep in mind, our mission
is to make this a great place to call home!

CAI News & Events
CAI-IL’s Board of Directors call for nominations runs
through Friday, December 18, 2015. Voting for
candidates will be open from January 5, 2016 – February
1, 2016. The entire election process is being conducted
online using a secure, third-party service. Members Make sure your ballot arrives safely in your inbox. Simply
add the following email address as an approved sender: kurtis@tieivote.com. Additionally, make sure
your membership is current as of
January 1, 2016 to make sure you
receive a ballot. If you have questions,
please contact me at cherylm@caiillinois.org or 847-301-7505..
Attend the community association
industry's
most
comprehensive
education and networking event; IL
Condo-HOA Conference & Expo’s
"Innovation for a Stronger Community"
on February 26th & 27th, 2016 at the Donald E Stephens Convention Center in Rosemont. Attendee
Registration Now Open! Click here for Attendee Information/Registration
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ACTHA News & Events

http://www.actha.org
Learn & Lead: ACTHA's Certified Leader Program
ACTHA offers a certification course specifically designed for board members and owners: LEARN
AND LEAD. This six week program is offered in a classroom setting or you may opt to take the
program online. Once an individual begins the program, they have two years to complete it. This
program focuses on the key elements one needs to know regarding community association living.
Click Here to register and take the course online or to make up missed classroom sessions.
COST: The cost for certification is $100 for ACTHA members, $150 for non-members. Individuals not
interested in certification, may attend or order any of the presentations. Individual course modules are
free to ACTHA members and are $20 per session for non-members.
For more information about "Learn and Lead," call 312-987-1906 or email gael@actha.org
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News from Naper Settlement
www.napersettlement.museum
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, Illinois 60540

(630) 420-6010
(630) 305-5255-fax
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor museum set on 12 magnificent
acres in the heart of Naperville, where history comes to play and community comes to connect. The
Naperville Heritage Society is the administrator of Naper Settlement. With a commitment to the
community and a focus to the future, the mission of the Naperville Heritage Society is to collect,
document, preserve and support the history of Naperville, Illinois, past and present. For more
information, visit napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
-0Naper Settlement’s Winter Season begins Tuesday, Nov. 3 at the outdoor history museum located
at 523 S. Webster St., Naperville. Hours are from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.
Admission is $5.25 for adults, $4.75 for seniors 62+ and $4 for youth 4-12. Naperville residents are
free. The Visitor Center exhibits and exteriors of the buildings are available for touring. Call (630) 4206010 or visit www.napersettlement.org.
-0December Events @ Naper Settlement
Naper Lights - Stroll the museum grounds and experience a
magical holiday lights celebration from 5 to 9 p.m. Thursdays
through Saturdays to December 31st. The spectacular lights
display is presented by The Rotary Club of Naperville Sunrise.
Free admission.
Victorian Holiday Traditions - Indulge in a guided, holidaythemed tour of the Martin Mitchell Mansion, classically adorned
for the season, then learn about Victorian holiday traditions in
the historic Tavern from 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 5 at Naper
Settlement. Be prepared to walk outdoors to the Mansion.
Tickets are $18 person, $16 Settlement-6 members and
above. For ages teen to adult; registration is required. Call (630) 420-6010 or visit
www.napersettlement.org
Holiday Mansion Tours - The beautifully decorated Martin Mitchell Mansion, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, is a showpiece of Naper Settlement,
especially decked out in full Edwardian splendor during the holiday
season. This year, the home is being decorated by the Naperville
Garden Club, reflecting the year 1915. Take a guided tour of the
two-story Mansion and Carriage House and stay to enjoy the
holiday lights on Saturday. Tours will be held at 1, 2, 3 and 4 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 12 and 13. Tickets are $7 person, $5
Settlement-6 members and above. Visit www.napersettlement.org
or call (630) 420-6010.
History Speaks Lecture Series: The Legend of St. Nicholas - A
presentation of the History Speaks Lecture Series, The Legend of
St. Nicholas, will be held from 4 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13 at
Naper Settlement’s Century Memorial Chapel. Terry Lynch of HFK
Presents, dressed as the English interpretation of St. Nicholas
(Father Christmas), will tell the festive tales and explain the
influence this fourth century bishop has had on the many traditions
of the holiday season throughout the world, both religious and
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secular. (No important secrets revealed!) Day of event tickets are $7 adults, $6/youth (4-12), students
and Settlement-6 members and above. Advance tickets save $1 each. Reservations are
recommended, call (630) 420-6010. Visit www.napersettlement.org
Jingle Bell Jamboree - Enter a world of holiday magic at the Jingle Bell Jamboree that will be held
from 3-9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19 at Naper Settlement. Bring the whole family and be charmed with live
holiday music by the Chicago Sinfonietta’s Project Inclusion Ensemble and the Alena Quintet from
Metea Valley High School; enjoy the sugar and spice of decorating cookies in Mrs. Claus’s Bakery;
and prepare to summon Santa’s reindeer with a magical treat and tradition. Don’t forget to leave a
letter for Santa Claus! Be dazzled by Naper Lights, a festive outdoor illumination display, on the way to
see the Martin Mitchell Mansion, adorned in Edwardian splendor. Registration is recommended.
Tickets are $7 adults (ages 13+), $5 youth, Settlement-6 members and above.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Sign up for e-news by
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org
-0The Naperville Park District’s Winter 2016 Program Guide will be delivered to residents beginning
Dec.3. Residents who do not receive a guide by Dec. 7 may call the Park District at 630-848-5000 to
request prompt redelivery through Dec. 18. The Program Guide also will be available for pick up at the
following locations beginning Monday, Dec. 7:
 Naperville Park District Administration Building, 320 W. Jackson Ave.
 95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th Street, 2nd floor
 Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave.
 Barn Recreation Center, 421 W. Martin Ave.
 Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Rd.
 Springbrook Golf Course, 2220 W. 83rd St.
 Naperbrook Golf Course, 22204 W. 111th St., Plainfield
 In addition, they will be available at:
 Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd.
 Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.
 Ninety-fifth Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr.
 City of Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St.
Those wishing to view the programs in advance may access the Virtual Program Guide on Monday,
Nov. 30 at www.napervilleparks.org.
Program
descriptions
for
Winter
Break
Camps
are
now
posted
at
https://recenroll.napervilleparks.org/Activities/ActivitiesAdvSearch.asp and registration for these camps
is in progress. Camps meet for one, two, three or four days; range between 1-3 hours in length; and
are offered for a variety of age ranges, from preschool through high school. New camps include: “Cool
Science: Let’s Learn About Chocolate,” “Paleontology Mini Camp,” “Indoor Tennis Clinic,” and
“Ultimate Frisbee ®Camp.”
Upcoming registration dates for other programs include the following:
 Monday, December 7 at 8:30 a.m. - Resident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input for all
winter programs other than Spring NYS and Premier begins.
 Thursday, December 10 at 8:30 a.m. - Nonresident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input for
all winter programs other than Spring NYS and Premier begins.
 Tuesday, December 15 at noon - Resident online and form input registration for girls Spring
Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier begins.
16
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating to and within our member associations. Please feel free to reproduce
any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.



Wednesday, December 16 at noon - Resident online and form input registration for boys
Spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier begins.
 Thursday, December 17 at noon - Resident and nonresident phone-in, nonresident online,
walk-in and form input registration for boys and girls Spring Naperville Youth Soccer and
Premier begins.
Residents may drop off completed registration forms as soon as they receive their Program Guide.
These registrations will be processed in the order received concurrently with online registration..
-0Springbrook and Naperbrook Golf Course News - Earlier in the year, the golf staff was eagerly
anticipating driving range improvements planned for
Springbrook and golfers were anticipating these changes.
The goal was to renovate the driving range tee in addition
to improving the practice game area. The work was slated
to begin this fall and reopen in the spring. Unfortunately
the project bids that came back did not align with the
project budget. As a result, driving range improvements
will take place in late summer 2016. An alternative was to significantly change the project scope, but
doing so would not give us the end result that we and our customers want.
The good news is that this winter, the clubhouses at both courses will be renovated to address some
maintenance-related issues. The project will include renovating the clubhouse restrooms, replacing the
carpeting and flooring throughout and renovating the Naperbrook golf shop. We look forward to
introducing these changes in the spring and hope that they will make future visits to our courses more
pleasant for our guests. Please note that due to the indoor renovations that will be taking place, we will
not be hosting the golf simulators this year.
We thank all of our patrons for a great 2015 season and look forward to seeing you again in the spring
for another fantastic year of golf! For information on Springbrook and Naperbrook Golf Courses, visit
www.golfnaperville.org.
-0Naperville Park District’s sled hills and skating areas will open for the winter 2015-2016 season
when weather conditions allow.
Skating areas typically open on or after December 15; however, they can open only after a period of
extreme cold. Likewise, sled hills require a minimum amount of snow in order to open. Weather and
conditions permitting, the skating season continues through February 15 and the sledding season runs
through February 28.
The Park District maintains winter skating rinks at five locations. The following ice rinks will be lighted
and open until 10:00 p.m.:
 Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Ave.
 Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Rd.
 Commissioners Park, 3704 111th St.
The fourth and fifth rinks, located at Gartner Park at 524 Gartner Road and at Meadow Glens, located
at 1303 Muirhead Ave., are not lighted and close at dusk.
Hockey and broomball play is allowed only at the two boarded rinks at Centennial Park. A third rink at
Centennial Park is for free skating only. No pucks or sticks are allowed on free-skating areas.
Sled Hills are open when the ground is frozen with 2 or more inches of snow and when there is no
visible grass. Please note that wooden sleds, metal-runner sleds, skis, toboggans or
snowboards are not allowed on Naperville Park District sled hills. The District offers one location
exclusively for snowboarding: Weigand Riverfront Park at 2436 S. Washington St (no sleds are
allowed on this hill).
The following sled hills are located in community parks or neighborhood parks. They have no
concessions and close one hour after sunset, except Rotary Hill, which is lighted and open weekdays
until 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 10:00 p.m.
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 Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Ave.
 Brook Crossings, 1015 95th St.
 Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Rd.
 Gartner Park, 524 W. Gartner Rd.
 May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Dr.
 Riverwalk Sled Hill at Rotary Hill, 441 Aurora Ave.
To check the status of skating, sledding and snowboarding areas, residents may access the District’s
Rainout Line in five different ways:
 Call the Rainout Line number at 630-883-4242
 Visit www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations or go to our website and click on the Weather
Cancellations & Closures tab
 Opt in to receive email updates
 Opt in to receive text updates
 Download the free smart phone app
The Naperville Park District’s sled hills and snowboarding hill are open whenever snow is at least two
inches deep with no visible grass. Additional details are available via a link on the Weather
Cancellations page at www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations.
If either Naperville Community Unit School District 203 or Indian Prairie School District 204 is closed
due to winter weather, Naperville Park District programs scheduled prior to 3:00 p.m. will be cancelled.
For programs occurring after 3:00 p.m., please check http://www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations
after 2:00 p.m. for updated information.
-0A draft of the Naperville Park District’s proposed 2016 Budget is now available for public review at
http://www.napervilleparks.org/cafrbudgettreasurersreport and at the Park District Administration
Building at 320 W. Jackson Ave.
The Park District’s annual budget is based on organizational and departmental initiatives guided by
the District’s Strategic Plan and Master Plan. The 2014-2016 Strategic Plan can be viewed on the
District’s website at http://www.napervilleparks.org/strategic-plans. The Master Plan can be found at
http://www.napervilleparks.org/master-plans.
The Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners discussed the proposed budget at its
November 17, 2015 meeting and will vote on the adoption of the 2016 Budget and appropriation
ordinance at the December 15, 2015 meeting.
Major capital projects planned for 2016 include the construction of the Fort Hill Activity Center at 20
Fort Hill Drive and the renovation/opening of the Riverwalk Cafe. Other District initiatives planned for
2016 are to transition to new program registration software, renew its national accreditation through a
review by the Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA), and recognize
the District’s 50th anniversary..
-0Each year the Naperville Park District partners with AARP to offer area seniors free income tax
preparation assistance at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center between February and April.
Persons interested in volunteering to help with this program are invited to
investigate the AARP Foundation’s Tax-Aide program that is co-sponsored by the
Internal Revenue Service. The Naperville Park District’s Alfred Rubin Riverwalk
Community Center will serve as a tax assistance location in 2016 with
appointments available on Mondays and Wednesdays from early February
through early April 2016. Taxpayers need not be members of AARP to take
advantage of the services provided by the free program.
Volunteers become certified tax preparation counselors by studying IRS-prepared materials, learning
to use the computer-based e-filing system and attending classes during the third week in January,
2016. They must pass open-book tests annually in order to be certified as Tax-Aide preparers.
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Please visit www.aarp.org/taxaide for more information on becoming a 2016 Tax-Aide volunteer and to
register for upcoming training classes. Those who need assistance navigating the website may call
Phoebe Bickhaus, AARP Coordinator for District 25, at 630-357-7355.
After completing the required information online, prospective volunteers will be contacted by a
representative from AARP who will provide details regarding the upcoming training class and will
answer questions regarding the program.
-0Members of the Naperville Park District Police invite the community to contribute new, unwrapped toys
for the 2015 Toys for Tots program, hosted by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. Toys will be collected
at various locations through Wednesday, Dec. 16.
Collection sites are:
 Park District Administration Building, located at 320 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of operations are:
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to noon.
 Park District Planning Office, located at 425 W. Jackson Avenue. Hours of operations are:
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
 Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of operation
are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 Barn Recreation Center, located at 421 W. Martin Ave. Hours of operation are: SundayThursday, 8:00 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. and Friday & Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to noon.
 95th Street Center, located at 2244 W. 95th St. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 Knoch Knolls Nature Center, located at 320 Knoch Knolls Rd. Hours of operation are: MondayFriday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and Sunday 11:00 a.m. -3:00
p.m.
 Santa House, located at the corner of Jackson Avenue and Webster Street on the Naperville
Riverwalk. Toys may be dropped off at Santa House for Toys for Tots Dec. 2 through Dec. 16.
The community may bring toys to Santa House after Dec. 16 as well; these toys will be donated to
local charities. Toys for Tots accepts only new, unwrapped toys. Please do not donate stuffed animals
or toy weapons.

Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are available 24 hours a day at
all buildings. Materials may also be renewed by calling
630.961.0460. The Library Catalog, http://www.naperville-lib.org
is available 24/7 for you to download or renew materials.
Naperville Public Library’s three buildings will be closed all
day Thursday, Dec. 24 and Friday, Dec. 25. The library also
will be closed early at 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31 and will remain closed Friday, Jan. 1.
-0New Sunday hours in effect - Nichols and
95th Street libraries are open from 1 to 9
p.m. every Sunday through May 22. Stop
in to get last-minute projects, homework or
reading time in before the week begins.
However, Naper Blvd. Library will be open
from 1 to 5 p.m. every Sunday.
-0Winter Reading Program to bring
families together - Families can enjoy
19
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating to and within our member associations. Please feel free to reproduce
any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

reading and other activities together during Naperville Public Library’s Winter Family Read Aloud
throughout December and January. Taking place at all three library locations, the program’s theme for
this year is Reading is so Sweet. Beginning Dec. 1, each family can register to receive one log per
month to record their family's reading sessions and shared fun activities. Each log can be returned for
prizes and a chance to win Chicago Wolves hockey tickets. One shared family activity that qualifies for
the log is the library's ever-popular Family Gingerbread House Display. Families can create and
decorate a gingerbread house as a family activity, and then drop off their gingerbread house at any
children's department in any of the three library buildings by 4 p.m. Dec. 5. Each building will display
the houses in the children's department for the public to admire and choose their favorites. Ribbons
will be awarded to all entries. Entries must be picked up on Dec. 12.
-0Show your library card and save - Just in time for the holiday season, Naperville Public Library will
host a community-wide ongoing Show Us Your Library Card campaign. Beginning Dec. 1, local
participating businesses are partnering with the library to provide special discounts or offers upon
showing your library card at the time of purchase. From Dec. 1 through Feb. 29, area organizations
are supporting the library through this seasonal campaign. Every season will include money-saving
offers from a variety of businesses. For a list of this season's participating businesses, go to
http://bit.ly/ShowUsNPL.
-0Library receives five-star rating again - For the eighth consecutive year, the library has earned a
five-star ranking from the Library Journal's Index of Public Library Service. The index measures
circulation statistics, library visits, program attendance and public computer usage on a per capita
basis. It is the use of the library and its services that drive the rating; however, the library's success
wouldn't be possible without staff working together to provide great services, programs and
environments that bring customers to the library. The five-star distinction only further signifies the
value of library staff who maintain the highest level of customer service. In addition, the dedication to
providing state-of-the-art technology, useful resources and engaging programs also helps the library
continue to be the central hub of innovation, education and exploration in Naperville. And thank you to
the library's loyal library customers for making your community library award winning.
-0Library partnering in Naperville READS - Naperville Public Library is proud to be a partner in
Naperville READS 2015. This year's theme is "Go Graphic." For the children's portion, 18 children's
graphic novel writers and illustrators will visit a great number of elementary schools. For the adult part,
New York Times best-selling author Randall Munroe has been selected for this year's Dec. 9 event.
Event info:
Dec. 2 @ 7 p.m.: Children's authors panel at Pfeifer Hall in North Central College
Dec. 9 @ 7 p.m.: Randall Munroe at Pfeifer Hall in North Center College
Free tickets for the children's authors event on Dec. 2 are available at all three library buildings,
Anderson's Bookshop and at http://www.napervillereads.org. Free tickets for the adult author event on
Dec. 9 are available only at the Anderson's Bookshop in downtown Naperville.
-0Learn the Story Behind Santa - During this adult program called The History and Science of Santa,
master storyteller and historian Barry Bradford will present a fun, festive presentation on how Santa
Claus went from being a charitable local religious figure to an internally beloved symbol of kindness
and giving. Also, attendees will learn how non-religious Christmas songs like, "White Christmas,"
"Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas" and "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" became modern
classics during this program from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 9 at Nichols Library.
-0'Star Wars' Day to Unite Fans - Jedi masters of all ages can dress as their favorite "Star Wars"
characters and celebrate the new "Star Wars" movie from 11 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12 at 95 th Street
Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive. Crafts and activities will be provided while watching the movie
"Spaceballs.” Also during the day from 1 to 2:30 p.m., adults and children in 3rd grade and older can
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learn how to design a 3-D object themed after “Star Wars.” The 3-D printing program requires
advanced registration with a fee.
-0Winter Program Guide now available - The library's Winter Program Guide is out, so mark your
calendars and plan to attend this season's engaging and educational programs to help you beat those
winter blues. Pick up a guide at any of the three library buildings or get it online at
bit.ly/NPLWinterProgramGuide2015.
-0Library collecting Toys for Tots donations - Sharing Connections in Downers Grove is partnering
with the Marine Toys for Tots program, and Naperville Public Library will be a collection site again this
year through Dec. 10. They are collecting new toys, coats, books and gift cards. Only new items will
be accepted.
-0Library to host book sale - The library will host a 25-cent book sale at 95th Street Library from
Monday, Dec. 7 through Friday, Dec. 18. The sale will include books, CDs and DVDs.
.

We hope to see you on Saturday, December 12th at 8:00 AM
(for coffee and networking, meeting at 8:30) in Meeting room
B of the Naperville Municipal center.
Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
late-breaking news and information
Our next Newsletter will be sent out on or about January 1st
Thanks for reading!
Bob Fischer
President – NAHC

When You Find Us, Make sure to “Like” Us too!!!!!

21
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating to and within our member associations. Please feel free to reproduce
any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

