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President’s Letter  

As regular readers of this monthly missive already know, real estate taxes are an ongoing concern of 
mine. Right now, we are in the midst of the annual budget cycles for governmental units that rely on 
property taxes to fill their coffers. This also means we are in the annual misinformation campaign 
around tax rates and revenue requests. 

Press releases are, I am certain, being crafted that will highlight the frugality of boards and 
commissions maintaining flat year over year tax rates. Unfortunately, what they will not reveal is that 

rate is probably one of the more meaningless numbers. The metric that really impacts what comes out 
of our pockets is the levy (total dollar amount requested). The second most important number is your 
equalized Assessed Valuation (EAV), and while the rate comes into play here, what is really important 
is the relative worth of your property as a fraction of the overall assessed valuation for the entire taxing 
area. Rates can stay flat or even decrease, but your individual taxes can significantly increase due to 
circumstances sometimes beyond your control. 

Over the past years, as commercial vacancies have increased, the overall share of total property value 
(as a percentage of all properties) has decreased for these “business” properties. Homeowners, on the 
other hand, have not experienced similar steep across the board cuts, leading to a situation where 
now, in our localities, residential properties and homeowners are now responsible for the lion’s share 
of the property tax dollars sent to schools, parks, municipalities, townships, and counties.  

Our December 10th meeting will look at these funding shifts and talk about what might be done to 
reduce the burden on homeowners, maybe saving us a buck or two.  More details on the meeting will 
be at www.napervillehomeowners.com and in our newsletter. Hope to see you there! 

We appreciate all of our members and guests taking the time to join us for our monthly meetings as 
we work together to better understand our community environment. The Confederation is a unique 
part of the community as it allows neighbors from throughout the community to get together, interact, 
learn, and work together toward a better Naperville. On behalf of the Board of the Confederation, I 
wish our neighbors the best for the holidays. 

bob 

Bob Fischer 
President, Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation 
naperahc@gmail.com   

mailto:rafischer1@aol.com
http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/
mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
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Confederation Members Will Discuss How Real Estate Taxes 
Relate to Commercial Property Values 
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC Monthly meeting will be Saturday morning, December 10th 
at 8 AM in meeting room B of the Naperville Municipal Center, 40 S. Eagle Street. This month, 

Confederation Director Steve Grosskopf will moderate a discussion with featured speakers Naperville 
Township Assessor Warren Dixon and State Senator Mike Connelly. As noted in the President’s Letter 
above, the funding dynamics for property tax supported governmental units are changing to the 
detriment of homeowners, and, with our distinguished guests, we will take an in depth look at the 

causes and some potential solutions.  

Coffee and networking for this meeting will be 
sponsored by Great Western Flooring. Formed in 1981 
on hard work, attention to detail and a joy in serving 
people, Great Western Flooring remains a celebrated 

fixture and brand name in the Naperville business community. More than 30 years after its doors 
opened to the public, Great Western Flooring is still devoted to the ART of flooring: Accountability, 
Reliability and Trust, their promises to you. More information on Great Western Flooring Company can 
be found at www.greatwesternflooring.com.  

Watch our website, www.napervillehomeowners,.com, for meeting updates. 

 

 

The NAHC Membership Drive Continues 
Have you or your association sent us a check this year?  With our current operating year budget 

operating at a deficit, we really need your support to 
continue representing the community and providing the 
programs and information our members expect and 
have come to rely upon. We are sending out invoices 
“on demand” and would appreciate your help in allowing 
us to keep the lights on. To get an invoice, email us at 
naperahc@gmail.com. 

At our November meeting we passed our 2017 budget. 
Unfortunately, since we used the “honor system” for 
2016 dues, it is currently slated to run at a significant 
deficit because our members have not responded. While 
we return to sending invoices out in 2017, the 
opportunity still exists to take advantage of our “dues 
sale” and lock in your neighborhood’s contributions 
through 2018.  

Members can opt to buy in for 2016 at this year’s rates 
($30 for association, $10 for individual members), or 
they can lock in their membership for three years, with 
the payment for the third year discounted by 50% ($75 
for associations, $25 for individuals).  

By taking advantage of the three year plan, members 
are able to lock in their membership at current rates, 

reduce the administrative costs of writing and mailing checks, and get a bargain rate to boot. 

Whether taking advantage of our “dues sale,” or just paying 2016 dues, send an email to 
naperahc@gmail.com and we will send you an invoice. Thanks for being part of the Confederation! 
We appreciate your membership and participation. 

http://www.greatwesternflooring.com/
http://www.napervillehomeowners,.com/
mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
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HELP WANTED 

Interested in being part of 

the NAHC Leadership 

team? We are searching 

for a new Associate 

Director to serve as our 

membership coordinator. 

Email 

naperahc@gmail.com for 

more information 

Let the City of Naperville Know How You Feel! 

The City of Naperville is conducting a citywide Citizen Survey to solicit feedback from residents on a 
variety of City services such as public works, transportation, public safety, utility services and public 
information practices.  

The purpose of the 2016 Citizen Survey is to assess public satisfaction with the quality of City 
services, gather input about the community’s priorities and help the City better understand how 
satisfaction levels have changed over time. In addition, the survey will help measure the City’s 
performance in fulfilling its recently adopted ends policies of high performing government, public 
safety, economic development and financial stability. 

In November, a mailed paper copy of the survey was distributed to a random sampling of 1,200 
households throughout the community. The City is also making the survey available electronically to 
all residents who wish to provide their input.  

To participate, visit www.naperville2016survey.org 
“Our citizens are the perfect source from which we can learn how to improve the quality of life and the 
quality of City services here in Naperville,” Mayor Steve Chirico said. “Please take the time to respond. 
Your input is important to us and will continue to help us move forward with our goal of making 
Naperville an even better city to live, work and raise a family for generations to come.” 

The last Citizen Survey was conducted in 2012. Results from that survey helped the City make several 
changes to a variety of services residents identified as high priority, including completion of the Route 
59 Expansion Project, implementation of the City’s recycling cart program, a redesign of the City’s 
website and an increased social media presence by the Police Department. 

For more information on the 2016 Citizen Survey, visit www.naperville.il.us/government/mission-and-
ends-policies/.  For more information on the City of Naperville, visit www.naperville.il.us.  

 
 
 

NAHC Upcoming Meeting Schedule through May, 2017 

With an eye toward providing information neighbors and neighborhoods need, the Confederation has 
set the agenda for its upcoming meetings where community members get an opportunity to have a 
cup of coffee and engage with their neighbors including community, government, and civic leaders, in 
an open and informal environment. Most meetings are the third Saturday of the month with networking 
at 8 AM and the meeting beginning at 8:30.  Each 90 minute general meeting has a theme chosen by 
our Board, along with special reports as appropriate and relevant.  Our goal is to educate and inform, 
discuss important topics, share knowledge, and learn ways to 
improve our neighborhoods and community.  Upcoming 
meetings will include: 

¶ January 21:   State Legislative Issues & Update 

¶ February 18:  Will & DuPage County Updates  

¶ March 18:   Substance Abuse in Our Neighborhoods 

¶ April 22:  City Council off the Dais  

¶ May 20:  Annual Meeting & Elections 

We have already confirmed the participation of several State 
Legislators at the January meeting and encourage everyone to 
mark their calendars for what is always an interesting and 
enlightening morning. All meetings listed above will be held in 
Meeting Room B of the Naperville Municipal Center. Contact us at naperahc@gmail.com if you have 
any questions or would like further information.  

mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
http://www.naperville2016survey.org/
http://www.naperville.il.us/government/mission-and-ends-policies/
http://www.naperville.il.us/government/mission-and-ends-policies/
http://www.naperville.il.us/
mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
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If you, your business, or organization would like to sponsor an upcoming NAHC meeting, 

opportunities are available to become a "Meeting Sponsor." 

The NAHC will provide table space for food and drink and space for the 
sponsors display and literature. In our monthly newsletter for the month of the 
sponsored meeting, we will include the Sponsor's logo and an "elevator 
speech" describing the sponsor's business or services. 

The Sponsor will be allotted 3 minutes to talk about their 
product/service/organization/company during the meeting introductions. The 
NAHC will also acknowledge and thank the sponsor in email and website 
notices for the meeting, and verbally at the meeting. Finally, a link to the 

sponsor’s website will be added to any meeting summary posted on the 
NAHC website. 

The sponsor will provide food and drink for 50 attendees and this may include but not be limited to:  

¶ A.M. Mtg. - pastries, fruit, 
juice, coffee & water 

¶ P.M. Mtg. – desserts, 
cheese & crackers, 
coffee/pop & water 

¶ Set Up and Clean Up of the 
refreshment area 

¶ All paper & plastic products 
(cups, plates, napkins, 
utensils, etc.). 

Coordination will be done through 
the Sponsorship Chair. The Chair 
will verify location, date, time, 
facilities, and numbers. 

Taking a Minute to 
Think About the 
Blessings of Living in 
Naperville  
Editors Note: Long-time NAHC 
Board Member Allen Panek recently 
reflected on the advantages we all 
have, but sometimes overlook, 
while living in our community. With 
the holiday season upon us, we 
thought it appropriate to share this 
reminder with our friends, members 
and neighbors. 

 “It did occur to me recently that we 
here in Naperville sometimes forget 
how fortunate we are; just from the 
viewpoint of having most amenities 
within or near our great location as 
a prime site in the Chicago area. I 
think we owe our thanks for this, 
during this Thanksgiving season… 
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Many families here in Naperville, come from all sorts of different locations throughout the country. 
Nevertheless, we may not recognize sometimes on the outstanding location this is for our families 
here in the west-suburban Chicago area…  

For example, public institutions here abound, including the Morton Arboretum, libraries, museums, 
Naper Settlement, colleges such as North Central, COD and others.  Also, entertainment venues such 
as restaurants and theatres are just a stone’s throw from our homes in most cases, as are excellent 
shopping centers and malls, not to count the seemingly boundless resources within Chicago. 

Of course, our schools, churches (public, private and parochial), are not only excellent, but located 
throughout our neighborhoods.     

Add to this the fact that transportation connections seem to be just beyond our doors, including Metra 
and the BNSF Railroad. 

Finally, our residents have the opportunity to volunteer in a multitude of ways at literally hundreds of 
organizations seemly without limit.  

Yes, all of this is right here in Naperville!” 

 
 

Getting Ready for Ice and Snow 
Winter is lurking and along with winter, comes the need to keep streets and sidewalks open for travel. 
Naperville city crews will begin applying salt to roadways when either snow or ice begins to 
accumulate and cause unsafe traveling conditions. The city applies brine solution to major roadways in 

advance of a storm to provide additional safety. The use of rock salt 
is the most efficient and cost-effective method of snow and ice 
control for small amounts of winter precipitation, but does come 
with an environmental price. The amount used is based on total 
accumulation, temperature and traffic conditions, leading to minimal 
salt usage on lightly travelled cul de sacs. Minimizing salt use 
where it is less effective benefits lawns, trees and shrubs, and 
garages and driveways that react poorly to too much salt. 

Crews begin an all-out plowing operation whenever two inches of 
snow have accumulated on paved services and snow is still falling. Naperville has a priority plowing 
system for its more than 1,500 miles of roadway, meaning the main traffic routes are plowed 
first. Their goal is to clear all streets within 15 hours after snow stops falling; however, heavier snows 
often take longer to clear.  

Arterial and main streets are plowed in the first phase of snow removal; residential side streets, cul-de-
sacs, alleys and dead ends are cleared in the second phase. Cul-de-sacs are more difficult to clear 
than through streets as there is less space in parkways to dump snow without burying driveways, 
mailboxes, streetlights or fire hydrants. 

Some roads are the responsibility of other local governments to clear. As has been made very clear in 
recent weeks, townships and other government agencies have different priorities and trigger points 
when it comes to “winter operations. Roads where “others” are responsible for maintenance include: 

¶ State of Illinois - Ogden Avenue and Route 59 
¶ DuPage County - 75th St, Naper Boulevard north of Ogden Avenue, Mill Street north of Ogden 

Avenue, Plainfield/Naperville Road north of 87th Street to 75th Street and Raymond Drive 
¶ Will County - Plainfield/Naperville Road south of 87th Street and 111th Street east of Route 59 
¶ Townships - Township agencies maintain Royal Porthcawl Drive in Wheatland Township, 

Green Acres Drive in Naperville Township and Wehrli/College Road north of 75th Street in Lisle 
Township, to name a few.  
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Driveways 
Residents are responsible for shoveling their driveways. City crews try to avoid putting large piles of 
snow in front of driveways; however, snowplows have to push the snow out of the road to allow for 
safe travel. While it is tempting to point your snow blower forward to move it out of the way and into 
the street, please place snow in your yard and not in the street, as putting it in the street causes 
slippery conditions for both motorists and pedestrians and is also against City code. 
Sidewalks 
Residents and/or property owners are responsible for shoveling their sidewalks, per City code. This 
helps keep pedestrians - including children walking to school - safe. Please also clear snow around 
fire hydrants to aid firefighters and around meters to aid utility meter readers. 

Commercial parking lots are cleared by their property owners. The city clears snow from city parking 
lots, the areas around the downtown Naperville train station and downtown sidewalks. 
Sump Pumps 
For additional safety, sump pump discharges should not be run onto the sidewalk or street. Residents 
are responsible for maintaining the sidewalks along their property and making sure that they remain 
free from hazards, including freezing water from sump pump discharge 
Use of Salt 
All salts pose a negative impact on the landscape, infrastructure and freshwater resources. The best 
practice for minimizing this impact is applying the least amount of salt necessary to provide for safe 
travel. If excess salt is used, the most visible impact will be noticeable in grass, shrubs and other 
landscape foliage. The second most visible environmental impact of excess salt usage is damage 
caused to infrastructure, including roads, bridges, parking decks, sidewalks, doorways and even 
flooring. So, while salt is handy to reduce slips and falls – there are a lot of associated negatives as 
well. Use salt judiciously and, remember, at a temperature of 30 degrees, one pound of salt will melt 
46 pounds of ice. As the temperature drops, salt's effectiveness slows to the point that when you get 
down near 10 degrees and below, salt hardly works at all. 

 

Follow-Up on District 203 School Day Survey 
Our October newsletter included a link to s survey from District 203 on possible changes to the school 
day. More than 150 students, staff, and community members came to the November 17th Focus 203 
session to hear the results of that School Day Survey.  

Superintendent Dan Bridges presented a glimpse at the 
results of the October survey that was taken by more 
than 14,500 residents and community stakeholders.  
Superintendent Bridges Focus 203 Presentation can be found at:  
http://www.naperville203.org/cms/lib07/IL01904881/Centricity/Domain/986/3.18.A%20Focus%20203.pdf  

District Administrators will take the study results (linked below) 
(http://www.naperville203.org/cms/lib07/IL01904881/Centricity/Domain/986/2016-
17%20School%20Calendar%20and%20Start%20Time%20Survey%20Report%20Final.pptx) and  
feedback provided by Focus 203 attendees and develop a recommendation or recommendations to 
tentatively present to the Board of Education in January. Implementation timelines will depend on the 
final recommendation. 

 
NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!  

Due to the large amount of leaves that have fallen recently, the City of Naperville free bagged 
leaf and yard waste collection program has been extended until December 16. Do not rake your 
leaves into the street – bagging is the only option available for collection 

-0- 

http://www.naperville203.org/cms/lib07/IL01904881/Centricity/Domain/986/3.18.A%20Focus%20203.pdf
http://www.naperville203.org/cms/lib07/IL01904881/Centricity/Domain/986/2016-17%20School%20Calendar%20and%20Start%20Time%20Survey%20Report%20Final.pptx
http://www.naperville203.org/cms/lib07/IL01904881/Centricity/Domain/986/2016-17%20School%20Calendar%20and%20Start%20Time%20Survey%20Report%20Final.pptx
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Naperville’s Environmental Collection Campus once again serves as a collection point for 
electronics recycling. Located at 180 Fort Hill Drive, the City’s Environmental 
Collection Campus serves as a drop-off center where residents can properly 
dispose of traditional recycling materials as well as scrap metal, hazardous 
household waste and, once again, electronics. 

Electronics drop-off is available Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
will be maintained by eWorks ESI through a contract with DuPage County. 

A fee will be charged for CRT, flat screens, projection TVs and monitors. 
Screens under 21 inches will be assessed a $25 fee per unit. Screens 21 

inches and larger will be assessed a $35 fee per unit. An attendant will be on duty to accept 
payment in the form of cash or credit card and to answer questions. The dumping of electronics on-
site outside of the posted collection hours is illegal. Additional information, including a full list of 
accepted items, is available at www.naperville.il.us/electronicsrecycling.  

For more information about garbage and recycling options in Naperville, including the hours of 
operation for the Hazardous Household Waste facility and recycling center, visit 
www.naperville.il.us/services/garbage-and-recycling. 

-0- 
You’ve probably heard the old joke, “I’m from the government, and I’m here to help.” While there are 
times most of us agree this is a contradiction in terms, government agencies do provide an 
unlimited variety of free advice, guidance, and information, and most of it is now just a 
computer click away.  

Sometimes, however, for those times when you need some help, there is one 
website you should put on your computer desktop or save in your browser. It’s 
the U.S. government’s official web portal: First Gov.gov. The index for this 
website is located at www.firstgov.gov/index.shtml. 

The information is arranged by topic and includes consumer guides, family home 
and community, money and taxes, public safety and law, voting and elections and many, many more. 
The website also provides a convenient resource called “Get It Done Online,” an alphabetized list of 
government services you can access from your computer. This resource connects you to more than 
100 tasks you can do via computer, including replacing vital records, contacting elected officials, 
getting or renewing passports, renewing your driver’s license, even shopping government auctions. 
Perhaps best of all, you can find links to our own state and local agencies. That’s at 
www.firstgov.gov/Agencies.shtml.  

More information on our local agencies and governmental units can also be found at the “Links” 
page on the Confederation website.  Check out the local links and information we have gathered at: 

 http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/WebPage.asp?PN=Links  
-0- 

In 2009, District 204 partnered with Young Hearts for Life (YH4L) to offer biennial free cardiac 
screenings for all high school students. The partnership was formed after the district lost several 
students to sudden cardiac death. Since then, more than 23,000 students have undergone the quick 
and painless heart screening. 

Each week, sudden cardiac death claims the lives of more than 60 young adults in the United States. 
YH4L has been a leader in the medical community to address 
this problem in the Chicago area. The YH4L screening program 
was founded by Dr. Joseph Marek in 2006, and is well known for 
its unique model that uses trained community volunteers to 
assist with the program. In District 204, more than 2,300 
volunteers have made the screenings possible.   

http://www.naperville.il.us/electronicsrecycling
http://www.naperville.il.us/services/garbage-and-recycling
http://www.firstgov.gov/index.shtml
http://www.firstgov.gov/index.shtml
http://www.firstgov.gov/Agencies.shtml
http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/
http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/WebPage.asp?PN=Links
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The Indian Prairie Educational Foundation has been a strong supporter, underwriting the cost of the 
program so parents can register their child for free. Watch this month's Explore 204 to learn more and 
see the recent screening at Neuqua Valley High School. 

Students at Metea Valley will have the opportunity to participate in a screening on January 26, and 
Waubonsie Valley will host the screening on April 20. More information will be emailed to parents in 
advance of the screening dates.  

-0- 
The Conservation Foundation will be celebrating 45 years of saving the 

lands and rivers you love in 2017.  Three of their faithful and creative 
donors want to launch them into this anniversary year and have offered a 
very generous matching challenge to do just that.  

To help raise $70,000 by December 31st and meet this challenge click 
here!  If they can do it, your donation will be doubled.   
Donations can be made online by going 
to theconservationfoundation.org/donate.   

-0- 
The Senior Task Force has created a "Seal of Approval" criteria list to discuss with builders who 

are constructing new residences in Naperville. The goal is for these 
builders to consider seniors who may wish to age in place and 
design "lifetime homes" that meet the needs of individuals in all 
stages of life. This criteria checklist will be used in discussions 
between the Senior Task Force and builders, after which time it will 
be signed by the Senior Task Force and turned into the City with the 
task force's remarks. 

The task force wants to hear from seniors on the draft list and criteria 
to make sure it works for seniors and the community. Please take a 
look at the draft criteria by visiting 

www.naperville.il.us/seniortaskforce. If you have suggestions, please email 
seniortaskforce@naperville.il.us with your feedback through January 2017. Thank you in advance for 
your time and input..  

-0- 
The Naperville City Council took a major step toward enhancing government transparency by adopting 
an open data policy to guide the City’s release of public data. The policy addresses the parameters, 
governance, methodology and reporting structures of Naperville’s open data program and is a 
milestone of the City’s continued partnership with What Works Cities, an initiative that works with 
governments to enhance the use of data and evidence in the public sector. 

The goal of the City’s open data program is to make the City’s data easily available to the public to 
help improve service delivery; increase transparency and access to public information; and enhance 
coordination and efficiency among departments, partner organizations, and residents. 

The City’s first release of information under the open data program will be a Public Safety Incident 
Map, is planned to be available on the City’s website the week of November 28. The map, which 

geographically plots reports generated by the Naperville Police and Fire departments, is customizable 
by time frame, incident type and location. 

“Residents and business owners want to know what’s happening in their neighborhoods, and that’s 
their right. This isn’t government data; it’s the people’s data,” said Police Chief Robert Marshall. “As a 
City, we’ve said that we’re committed to transparency, and with the release of this map, we’re making 
a good faith effort to prove that.” 

Utilizing GIS technology, the Public Safety Incident Map will allow users to designate a desired time 
frame and view the general location of various calls received by the Naperville Police and Fire 
departments. The incident types shown on the map can be narrowed or broadened depending on the 
user’s interest. 

https://vimeo.com/191708525
http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/blog_post.php?BlogID=91&utm_source=45th+Anniversary+Kickoff+Challenge&utm_campaign=45th+Anniversary+Kickoff+Challenge&utm_medium=email
http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/blog_post.php?BlogID=91&utm_source=45th+Anniversary+Kickoff+Challenge&utm_campaign=45th+Anniversary+Kickoff+Challenge&utm_medium=email
http://theconservationfoundation.org/donate
http://www.naperville.il.us/seniortaskforce
mailto:seniortaskforce@naperville.il.us
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“This map will give residents the ability to view and analyze data, spot patterns or trends, and simply 
be more informed,” said Fire Chief Mark Puknaitis. “The City is making a concerted effort to be more 
transparent, and we’re hopeful that it will continue to build community trust and engage our residents.” 

-0- 
The December 2016 Parents Use Your Power 
Newsletters have information parents can use including for 
Parents of High School Students: Positive Ways to Cope 

looks at how many teens report feeling overwhelmed. 
Students stress during the school year has been reported at 
levels higher than those experienced by adults. Check out 
this month’s Power of Choice newsletter at:  
http://thepowerofchoice.info/highschool/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/2016/11/Newsletter-Dec-2016.pdf 
for tips on how to help your teen cope.  

Parents of Middle School Students should check out Our Family Story.  Connection is important for 
all humans; it gives us an essential sense of belonging. Research shows that adolescents with close 
ties to family and community are more likely to have a sense of security that prevents them from being 
vulnerable to risky or unhealthy behaviors. Each family’s history helps to create their story and 
connects them to the world. Understanding that history helps adolescents as they begin to formulate 
who they are and how they fit into the world. Use this PowerTalk activity to  create your Family Story.. 

-0- 
Naperville’s Director of Public Utilities – Electric, Mark Curran, accepted the Illinois Municipal Electric 
Agency (IMEA) Chairman’s Board Member of the Year award at the agency’s annual meeting and 

awards banquet on Nov. 4 in Springfield, Ill. 

The award was given by IMEA Board Chairman Greg 
Hazel, who is the Director of Public Works for the 
Village of Rantoul, Ill. The award recognizes Curran’s 
commitment to reliable and innovative service to 
Naperville’s more than 59,000 electric accounts and his 
ability to bring that experience to his board service at 
the IMEA. Hazel also noted that Curran’s “calm 
rationality is an asset to IMEA board deliberations.”  

Over the past six years, Curran has served on the 
IMEA’s Electric Efficiency and Conservation Committee, 
which instituted an agency-wide program that resulted 

in an estimated savings of more than 40 million kilowatt hours per year across all agency member 
communities. He has been elected by his peers to IMEA’s Executive Board and is currently Vice 
Chairman of the IMEA Board of Directors. The Confederation congratulates Mark on this well 
deserved recognition! 

-0- 
Prospective candidates seeking information on School Board petition packets (Including for District 

203 and 204) for the April 2017 election need to gather packets and filing information from the 
DuPage county Board of Elections. Information and petition packets can be downloaded here or 
picked up in the DuPage County Election Commission office at the County complex in Wheaton.  
Packets are now available for candidates circulating petitions.   

-0- 
Petition packets for the 2017 Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners election 

arel may be picked up from 8:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday at the Park District 
Administration Building at 320 W. Jackson Ave. at the desk of Jacki Stern, Executive Administrative 
Assistant/Local Election Official. 

http://thepowerofchoice.info/highschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/11/Newsletter-Dec-2016.pdf
http://thepowerofchoice.info/highschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/11/Newsletter-Dec-2016.pdf
http://thepowerofchoice.info/highschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/11/Newsletter-Dec-2016.pdf
http://thepowerofchoice.info/6-8/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2016/11/PowerTalk-4-Our-Family-Story.pdf
http://thepowerofchoice.info/6-8/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2016/11/PowerTalk-4-Our-Family-Story.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Bob/Downloads/2017%20School%20Board%20Packet%20-%20Format%202%20(new17yearoldpetitions).pdf
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Four positions will be up for election on April 4, 2017; newly elected commissioners will serve four-
year terms. mThose who wish to run for a seat on the Board must be at least 18 years of age and a 
Naperville Park District resident for at least one year prior to the election. 

Bill Eagan, Gerry Heide, Mike Reilly and Kirsten Young hold the four Board positions that will expire in 
April 2017. Marie Todd, Rich Janor and Jim Ensign were elected in 2015 to serve through 2019. 
nIncumbents Heide and Young have indicated they are not seeking re-eection. 

A minimum of 288 signatures —two percent of the 14,372 ballots cast in the last Park District 
election—are required to complete the Nonpartisan Petition for Nomination. 

Official filing dates are Monday through Friday, December 12 through 16 and Monday, December 19. 
-0- 

The Naperville Park District’s 6th annual holiday lights recycling program in partnership with Elgin 

Recycling will be available through February 10, 2017. Residents and businesses are invited to bring 
their old, nonworking lights to any of three locations throughout the District. 

The following types of lights will be accepted: Mini-lights, C-7 lights, C-9 lights, Rope lights, LED lights 
and extension cords. All colors and lengths will be accepted. 

The following Park District locations will be collecting lights for recycling: 

¶ Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. 
Jackson Ave. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

¶ Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive. Hours of 
operation are: Monday-Friday, 5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., Saturday, 6:00 
a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

¶ Knoch Knolls Nature Center, located at 320 Knoch Knolls Rd. Hours 
of operation through November are: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. and Sunday 11:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. Please note that the Nature Center will be 
closed on Sundays in December, January and February. 

In addition, Holiday lights will be accepted for recycling, through Friday, March 17, 2017 by the City of 
Naperville. Holiday lights can be dropped off for recycling in the lobby at the Public Works Service 
Center administrative offices, 180 Fort Hill Drive, during normal business hours Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. A drop-off box will also be located in the lunchroom of the Naperville 
Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St. 
 

Mark Your Calendar  
¶ Get into the holiday spirit when the Naperville Municipal Band 
celebrates Tuba Christmas. All euphonium/baritone players and tuba 

players from sixth grade to adult are invited to participate. In recent years, 
the event has attracted 100-plus players who banded together to play 
traditional Christmas carols. The performances will be held at 11AM at 
U.S. Bank on the northeast corner of Jefferson Ave. and Washington St. 
and at 12:30PM at Westfield Fox Valley in Aurora in the food court. 
Individuals interested in performing can register between 9 and 10AM at 
the Community Concert Center in Naperville’s Central Park, 104 E. Benton 
Ave. Rehearsal begins at 10AM. Registration is $10 and music may be 
purchased for $20. Parking is available in the parking deck located south 
of the U.S. Bank lot on Jefferson Ave. 

¶ The Naperville Municipal Band presents its Christmas Concert at 3PM on Sunday, Dec. 4, in 

North Central College’s Wentz Concert Hall at the Fine Arts Center, 171 E. Chicago Ave. The 
Christmas Concert also includes a sing-a-long of seasonal tunes, holiday songs and Christmas carols. 
For more information visit napervilleband.org. 

http://www.napervilleband.org/
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¶ College of DuPage Board Chairman Deanne Mazzochi and President Dr. Ann Rondeau are 
hosting a series of Town Hall Meetings throughout District 502 to provide an opportunity for 

residents to share their thoughts and 
ask questions about the College. 
 “No questions are off the table,” 
Chairman Mazzochi said. “These 

meetings are a way for us to connect with our community members and really listen to their thoughts, 
concerns, questions and ideas so we can continue to improve the College’s service to our more than 
one million residents in District 502.” While the meeting in Naperville was held on November 28th (and 
Confederation representatives in attendance were very satisfied with the presentations), upcoming 
meetings include Tuesday, Dec. 6, at 6:30 p.m. at the Westmont Center, 650 Pasquinelli Drive and 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, at 6 p.m. at the College’s main campus in Glen Ellyn, Student Services Center, 
Room 2200 (Board Room) 

¶ Come be part of the Menorah lighting at City Hall on Thursday, December 29th at 5 pm. Join 

your family and friends to celebrate 
Hanukkah. Mayor Chirico will be there to 
greet you. Enjoy music and Chanukah 
Songs, as well as donuts, hot latkes and 
other hot drinks!   

¶ Bubble Bash 2016: Under the 
Sea is on Saturday, December 31 from 
9 a.m. – Noon at the DuPage 
Children’s Museum.  Ahoy! Gather your 
guppies and look below the shore – 
there’s an entire world to explore! Fish 
kites, sand painting, turtle shell weaving, 
and more. Dive into an Under The Sea 
voyage by walking through our big red 
door. Bubble Bash is an important 
fundraiser for the Museum. It is THE 
place for families to ring in the New Year. 
This annual year-end celebration, now in 
its 14th year, has become a holiday 
tradition for families to celebrate together 
at DuPage Children’s Museum. 
Dive into the New Year with DuPage 
Children’s Museum! Get Your Tickets 
Online with Early Bird Savings through 
December 5 of $15 Member Ticket | $20 
Nonmember Ticket.  After December 5 
$20 Member Ticket | $25 Nonmember 
Ticket 

¶ At What Happened to My 
Beautiful Boy? A Father's Journey 
through his Son's Addiction, renowned journalist David Sheff will reflect on the heart-rending 

questions of “What happened to my my son? To our family? What did I do Wrong?” as he shares his 
desperation of his son Nic's addiction and the impact on their family. Based on his best-selling 
memoir, Beautiful Boy: A Father's Journey through his Son's Addiction, Sheff's honest reflection and 
wisdom make for a powerful evening from which all will benefit. It is the story of an athlete and honor 
student, his descent into addiction and the promise of recovery in rehab. From the early warning signs, 
to denial, to fear, to grief, to hope, this is a story of unwavering parental love. Mark your calendar for 
this special event sponsored by ParentsMattter Too on Thursday, January 26, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Yellow Box Community Church, Naperville. This Event is free and all are invited and welcome. 

https://8667.blackbaudhosting.com/8667/Bubble-Bash-2016
https://8667.blackbaudhosting.com/8667/Bubble-Bash-2016
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¶ Downtown Naperville’s annual 360 Youth Services Chocolate Walk will be held on Saturday, 
February 11, 2017 from 12 noon – 5pm.  Attendees will receive a commemorative souvenir 
Chocolate Tin along with a map touring many Downtown Naperville shops and restaurants where 
you’ll experience chocolate tasty treats and chocolate surprises! A perfectly delectable way to spend 
Valentine’s Day with the ones you love in support of a great cause. Please visit 
www.360youthservices.org or contact them at (630) 961-2992 x1129 – regarding ticket sales. 
For further details, visit 360youthservices.org 

¶ The 2017 Naperville Ale Fest – Winter Edition will take place on Saturday, February 25. 

Situated on the frozen tundra of Naperville’s Frontier Park – the fest will feature over 150 unique beers 
from craft breweries around the country. Pull out your long-johns and parkas, it’s time to experience 
winter’s best craft beers. The fest will also feature live music and food from some of Chicagoland’s 
favorite food trucks. More details will  be at http://napervillealefest.com  

 

CAI News & Events 

 
The CAI IL Condo-HOA Conference & Expo is coming up February 24-25, 2017 at Donald E 

Stephens Convention Center in Rosemont.  Join more than 1,500 industry professionals and 
homeowner volunteer leaders – along with nearly 200 exhibitors – for the most comprehensive 2-day 
event for community associations in the state of Illinois! 

This year’s CAI-IL Condo – HOA Conference & Expo will offer education sessions on legal updates, 
innovative trends, hot topics, and industry best practices, as well as opportunities to share, learn, 
network, and discuss challenges and solutions. Come and learn the “Recipe for a Healthy 
Community!” Go to http://www.cai-illinois.org/2017-conference-expo/  for more information for your 
members.  This year we will be holding two DCAL (Dedicated Community Association Leader) 
courses, one on Friday and one on Saturday.  Meetings & Elections and Rules & Regulations are the 
featured homeowner courses this year.   

 
 

News from Naper Settlement 

  
 
Naper Settlement is a nationally-accredited, award-winning outdoor history museum set on 12 
magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville at 523 S. Webster St., Naperville, IL. Our grounds are 
where history comes to play and community comes to connect. For more information, visit 
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010. 

Programs and special events are held during the winter season through March on the 12-acre 
museum campus that features 30 historic buildings and structures.  Hours are Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 
am-4:00 pm and the Museum, other than for special events (as noted below) is closed on Sunday, 
Monday and Saturday. The Visitor Center interior, open year-round, is where you will find changing 

www.napersettlement.museum 
523 South Webster Street 
Naperville, Illinois 60540 

(630) 420-6010 
(630) 305-5255-fax 

http://360youthservices.org/
http://napervillealefest.com/
http://www.cai-illinois.org/2017-conference-expo/
http://www.napersettlement.org/
http://www.napersettlement.museum/
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exhibit galleries, our award-winning "Brushstrokes of the Past" exhibit, and the tavern. The village 
building interiors are closed to the public during the winter season. For more information on hours and 
winter admission, go to http://www.napersettlement.org/index.aspx?nid=66. Naperville residents 
receive free general admission with proof of residency. You can also visit www.napersettlement.org  or 
call (630) 420-6010. 

-0- 
Tour the Martin Mitchell Mansion this holiday season to see it beautifully decorated in the 

Edwardian style of the 1910s. Listed on the National Register of Historic places, the Mansion is Naper 
Settlement’s premier showcase and has been adorned in holiday splendor with help from the 
Naperville Garden Club. It is open from Nov. 26 to Dec. 18 on Fridays and Saturdays from 3-7:30 p.m. 
and Sundays from 1-4 p.m and Dec. 19 to Dec. 21 from 3-7:30 p.m. A guided tour will be given of the 

first story of this historic treasure for $5 per person. 

“The Martin Mitchell Mansion Holiday Tours are the perfect 
opportunity to get a taste of what Naperville holidays were 
like in the early 20th century,” said Naper Settlement’s 
Director of Learning Experiences, Sheila Riley. 

The Martin Mitchell 
Mansion, also known 
as Pinecraig, was built 
in 1883 by George 
Martin. It is one of only 

two buildings original to Naper Settlement’s grounds. Visitors will 
see the interior of the mansion decorated as it might have been for 
Christmas in 1916, when the Martin Mitchell family, Edward 
Mitchell, his wife Caroline Martin Mitchell and her sister Lizzie 
Martin resided there. 

Holiday decorations in the 1910s were simpler than the Victorian era, which had taken place from 
1837 to 1901. Visitors will see that many Edwardian decorations were made from natural objects like 
evergreens, holly and mistletoe. Commercially-produced decorations started to become available and 
popular in 1915, and families either purchased their Christmas tree or cut one down from their 
property, like the Martin Mitchells would. 

Visitors can expect a guided tour through each first floor room that includes the foyer, parlor, office, 
dining room and kitchen. Throughout the tour, visitors will learn how a family living in the Edwardian 
period would have decorated for the holidays, the activities the family would have done over the 
holiday season and even the meal they would have typically had on Christmas day. 

-0- 
 

The beloved Christkindlmarket Chicago has added Naperville, a community with deep German roots, 

as their only suburban location and will go until December 
24. The hours of the market vary and will be Thursdays 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Sundays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The week of Christmas, the 
hours will change Dec. 19 to Dec. 23 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Dec. 24 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Christkindlmarket 
Naperville will be located on Naper Settlement’s 12-acre 
grounds, 523 South Webster St. Naperville, IL, and will bring 
the same authentic charm and feel as the annual 
Christkindlmarket located in Daley Plaza. 

Christkindlmarket models itself after the Nuremberg Christkindlmarket, one of Germany’s oldest 
outdoor markets, dating back to the mid-16th century. The Christkind, a fairy-like girl who is the bearer 
of gifts to most children in German speaking countries, is the namesake of Christkindlmarket. 

http://www.napersettlement.org/index.aspx?nid=66
http://www.napersettlement.org/
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Christkindlmarket Naperville will have 35 vendors with three walk-in shopping tents. Vendors and tents 
will sell goods including hand-blown glass ornaments, traditional German holiday décor, beer steins, 
and sweet and savory treats. Admission is free and open to the public. For more information on the 
market, visit their website www.christkindlmarket.com/naperville. 

Parking will be available at Naper Settlement’s parking lot located on Porter Ave. On the weekends 
and weekdays after 4pm, visitors can also park at Centennial Beach, the Municipal Center located on 
Aurora Avenue, Water Street Parking Garage, Naperville Central High School and Hillside Road. On 
weekdays, visitors can park at the Water Street Parking Garage and Centennial Beach. There will also 
be a shuttle running on Saturdays and Sundays from the Naperville Metro Train Station, that has 
1,000 parking spaces, to Naper Settlement. The shuttle will be $2 to use each way. 

Grab yourself an annual souvenir mug, experience the warm atmosphere of Christkindlmarket 
Naperville and enjoy the many other family-friendly programs offered by Naper Settlement this season, 
like the Martin Mitchell Mansion Holiday Tours, Santa @ The Settlement, Merry & Bright: Glass 
Ornaments from Around the Globe, Weed Ladies Holiday Floral Sales, History Speaks Lecture Series: 
Mrs. Claus and don’t miss the Rotary Club of Naperville Sunrise’s Naper Lights. To learn more about 
these programs, visit our website www.napersettlement.org/holiday 

-0- 
December Happenings @ Naper Settlement 

Merry & Bright: Glass Ornaments from Around the Globe Exhibit  -  Enjoy the 
beautiful sparkle of European and American -made glass Christmas ornaments while 

learning about the handcrafted product ion and fascinating history of these holiday 

classics. Merry & Bright: Glass Ornaments from Around the Globe Exhibit will take place 
from Nov. 8 to Dec. 24 and will be open during Christkindlmarket hours. Underwritten by 

Ronald & Claudia Stenger. Admission  is free. Visit  www.napersettlement.org  or call (630) 

420 -6010.  

Weed Ladies Winter Show & Weed Ladies Holiday Floral Sales  -  The Weed Ladies 
Winter Show will feature holiday - themed floral arrangemen ts and accessories. This sale 

will take place Fridays and Saturdays;  through Dec. 17 from 1 p. m. to 5 p.m. Admission 

to the sale is free. For more information visit www.napersettlement.org/weedladies  or call 
(63 0) 305 -5289.  

Naper Lights  -  Stroll the museum grounds and experience a magical holiday  lights 

celebration! Presented by The Sunrise Rotary Club of Naperville. Naper Lights will be 
open Thursdays through Sundays, Nov. 25 to Dec. 24. Guests will be able to enjoy the 

lights Thursday through Saturday from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Sundays from 5 p.m . to 7 

p.m. Admission is free. Visit  www.naperlights.com . 

Santa @ the Settlement  -  Get in the spirit this holiday season by visiting Santa and 
Mrs. Claus at Santa @ the Settlement Saturdays, Dec. 3 and Dec. 17 from 9 a.m. to 11 

a.m. Visitors will be able to enjoy the sugar and spice of decorating cookies in Mrs. Clausô 

Bakery, prepa ring a magical treat to summon Santaôs reindeer in the Reindeer Food 
Factory, and crafting two ornaments in Santaôs Workshop. Be sure not to leave without 

leaving a letter for Santa, or  gathering around Mrs. Claus for story time. A limited supply 

of ñmagicalò reindeer shoes will be available for purchase. Bring your cameras for photos 
with Santa! Admission is $15 per person and $13 per member. Children under 1 year old 

are  free. Registration is required. Visit  www.napersettlement.org  or call (630) 420 -6010.  

History Speaks Lecture Series: Mrs. Claus  -  Everyone has heard about Mr. Santa 

Claus. He is the most famous overachiever in the world. But who is Mrs. Claus? 
Decemberôs History Speaks Lecture Series: Mrs. Claus will take place on Wednesday, 

Dec. 14 from 7 to 8 p.m. in the Century Memorial Chapel. Mr s. Claus was first revealed 

as a character in a book written by Katherine Lee Bates in 1899, and Mrs. Claus will tell it 

www.christkindlmarket.com/naperville
www.napersettlement.org/holiday
http://www.napersettlement.org/
http://www.napersettlement.org/weedladies
about:blank
http://www.napersettlement.org/
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all: the ups and downs of her marriage, her (two) identity crises, the dramatic lives of 

reindeer and how she found love, joy and the s pirit of Christmas with the man in the red 
velvet suit. Recommended for ages 15 & up. Admission is $10 for adults and $9 for youth 

and students. Admission for members is $8 for adults and $7 for youth and students. 

Visit  www.napersettlement.org  or call (630) 420 -6010.  

 

http://www.napersettlement.org/
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Park District Updates 
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them 
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog.  Sign up for e-news by 
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org 

-0- 

Sled hills and skating areas will open for the winter 2016-2017 season when weather 
conditions allow. 
Skating areas typically open on or after December 15; however, they can open only after a period of 
extreme cold. Likewise, sled hills require a minimum amount of snow in order to open. Weather and 
conditions permitting, the skating season continues through February 15 and the sledding season runs 
through February 28. 

The Park District maintains winter skating rinks at five locations. The following ice rinks will be lighted 
and open until 10:00 p.m.: 

¶ Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Ave. 

¶ Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Rd. 

¶ Commissioners Park, 3704 111th St. 
The fourth and fifth rinks, located at Gartner Park at 524 Gartner Road and at Meadow Glens, located 
at 1303 Muirhead Ave., are not lighted and close at dusk. 

Hockey and broomball play is allowed only at the two boarded rinks at Centennial Park.  A third rink at 
Centennial Park is for free skating only. No pucks or sticks are allowed on free-skating areas.  

Sled Hills are open when the ground is frozen with two or more inches of snow and when there is no 
visible grass. Please note that wooden sleds, metal-runner sleds, skis, toboggans or snowboards are 
not allowed on Naperville Park District sled hills. The District offers one location exclusively for 
snowboarding: Weigand Riverfront Park at 2436 S. Washington St (no sleds are allowed on this hill). 
The following sled hills are located in community parks or neighborhood parks. They have no 
concessions and close one hour after sunset, except Rotary Hill, which is lighted and open weekdays 
until 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 10:00 p.m. 

¶ Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Ave. 
¶ Brook Crossings, 1015 95th St. 
¶ Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Rd. 
¶ Gartner Park, 524 W. Gartner Rd. 
¶ May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Dr. 
¶ Riverwalk Sled Hill at Rotary Hill, 441 Aurora Ave. 

-0- 
A draft of the Naperville Park District’s proposed 2017 Budget is now available for public review at 
http://www.napervilleparks.org/cafrbudgettreasurersreport, at the Park District Administration Building 
at 320 W. Jackson Ave and at the Fort Hill Activity Center at 20 Fort Hill Drive. 

The Park District’s annual budget is based on organizational and departmental initiatives guided by 
the District’s Strategic Plan and Master Plan. The 2014-2016 Strategic Plan can be viewed on the 
District’s website at http://www.napervilleparks.org/strategic-plans. The Master Plan can be found at 
http://www.napervilleparks.org/master-plans.  

The Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners will vote on the adoption of the 2017 
Budget and appropriation ordinance at the December 13, 2016 meeting. 

Two major capital projects planned for 2017 are construction of a Central Maintenance Facility at 
Knoch Park and renovation of athletic fields and irrigation at Frontier Sports Complex.  Other District 
initiatives for 2017 center on planning for the future, including conducting a community interest and 
opinion survey, developing a 2018-2020 strategic plan, and updating the current master plan. 

“The goal of the 2017 budget is to support the District’s efforts to provide exceptional park and facility 
experiences for our residents,” said Executive Director Ray McGury. “The budget reflects careful 

http://www.napervilleparks.org/
http://www.napervilleparks.org/facilitieslist/wintersportsfacilities
http://www.napervilleparks.org/facilitieslist/wintersportsfacilities
http://www.napervilleparks.org/facilitieslist/wintersportsfacilities
http://www.napervilleparks.org/strategic-plans
http://www.napervilleparks.org/master-plans
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stewardship of tax dollars and the District’s commitment to take care of what we have on behalf of our 
community.” 

-0- 
Winter 2017 Program Guides Are Being Distributed. To register, visit us at www.napervilleparks.org.   

Program descriptions and instructions for registering can be found online at www.napervilleparks.org, 
in the virtual version of this publication and in the printed Program Guide that is mailed quarterly to 
Naperville residents and is available at Park District facilities. You also may call the Naperville Park 
District at 630-848-5000. 

Customer Service Locations - The Naperville Park District no longer accepts registrations and 
facility rental reservations at its Administration Building, located at 320 W. Jackson Ave.  Customers in 
downtown Naperville may visit the community relations desk at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community 
Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave., for these transactions. 

The registration hours at the Fort Hill Activity Center, which is open seven days per week, extend 
beyond what the District was able to offer at the Administration Building. Community Relations 
representatives are available to assist customers at the Activity Center front desk from 5:00 a.m.-10:00 
p.m. Monday-Friday,  6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. on Saturday and 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. on Sunday. The Fort 
Hill Activity Center is located at 20 Fort Hill Drive. 

Registrations and rental reservations also will be accepted at the following facilities: 

¶ 95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th St., Ste. 200 in Naperville, IL 60564.  Office hours are 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

¶ Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave. in Naperville, IL 60540. Office 
hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

¶ Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Road in Naperville, IL 60565. Registration 
hours are Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. only. Knoch Knolls Nature Center rental 
reservations must be made in person. Knoch Knolls Nature Center accepts Knoch Knolls 
Nature Center reservations only. 

  
Pre-registration for programs is required unless otherwise noted. 
If a guide was not delivered to your home, beginning Monday, December 5, Program Guides may be 
picked up at our facilities: 

¶ Naperville Park District Administration Building, 320 W. Jackson Ave. 

¶ 95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th Street, 2nd and 3rd floors 

¶ Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave. 

¶ Fort Hill Activity Center, 20 Fort Hill Dr. 

¶ Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Rd. 

¶ Naperbrook Golf Course, 22204 W. 111th St./Hassert Blvd. 

¶ Springbrook Golf Course, 2220 W. 83rd St. 
 
In addition, they will be available at: 

¶ Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd. 

¶ Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave. 

¶ Ninety-Fifth Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr. 

¶ Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St., Main Level 

Registration Dates to Remember - Submission of registration forms begins upon your receipt of the 
2017 Winter Program Guide. 
Monday, December 5 - Resident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input registration for all programs 
other than spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier teams begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Thursday, December 8  - Nonresident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input registration for all 
programs other than spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier teams begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, December 13 - Resident online and form input registration for girls’ spring Naperville Youth 
Soccer and Premier teams begins at noon. 

http://www.napervilleparks.org/
http://www.napervilleparks.org/
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Wednesday, December 14 - Resident online and form input registration for boys’ spring Naperville 
Youth Soccer and Premier teams begins at noon. 
Thursday, December 15 -  Nonresident online, phone-in,-walk-in and form input registration for boys’ 
and girls’ spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier teams begins at noon.. 

-0- 
Beginning December 1, the Riverwalk Café will close for the winter months of December, 
January and February, except for limited hours on winter weekends during peak sledding times on 

Rotary Hill. Regular hours will resume in early spring, weather permitting. 

“The Café will offer a limited menu of hot beverages, appetizers and snacks for people who stop in 
while sledding is going on at Rotary Hill,” said Brad Wilson, director of recreation for the Naperville 
Park District. “Otherwise, the Café will remain closed throughout the months of December, January 
and February.” 

The Café will remain available for private rentals.  Groups interested in a private event at the 
Riverwalk Café may call 630-864-3973 for more information or to schedule their outing. 

Sled Hills are open when the ground is frozen with two or more inches of snow and when there is no 
visible grass. The Rotary Hill sled hill is a lighted facility and when snow cover permits, will be open 
weekdays until 9:00 p.m. and Friday and Saturday until 10:00 p.m.. 

-0- 
Naperville families can look forward to a variety of events and activities offered through the 
Naperville Park District to celebrate the December holidays. 

Santa House will be open to the public the first two weekends of December, with Friday hours from 
4:00-8:00 p.m. and  Saturday and Sunday hours from 12:00 noon -6:00 p.m.  Beginning Wednesday, 
December 14 through Friday, December 23, Santa House will be open to the public every day, from 4-
8 p.m. on weekdays and from 12:00-6:00 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Admission to Santa House is free, with the option of purchasing photos with Santa for $8 each or two 
for $15. 

The Naperville Park District will host special evenings at Santa House by reservation only, including: 
Special Needs Nights on December 6-8, Pet Night, presented by Pet Butler, on Monday, December 
12, and Military & First Responders Night on Tuesday, December 13.  Families who attend these 
evenings may register for a specific time set aside just for them, to minimize any waiting time. 
Reservations may be made online at http://www.napervilleparks.org/santahouse. 

Volunteer positions are still open for Santa House and other holiday events. For more information or to 
volunteer, check the volunteer page at http://www.napervilleparks.org/volunteer-with-the-naperville-
park-district or contact Volunteer Coordinator Lynnette Hoole at lhoole@napervilleparks.org.    

In addition to visiting Santa on the Riverwalk, parents can request a special phone call from Santa 

for their children through the Park District’s Santa Hotline on Thursday, December 8th from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m.  To register for a call from Santa, visit napervilleparks.org/santashotline beginning on 
Thursday, November 17 at 9:00 a.m. 

Another opportunity to spend time with St. Nick is the popular event, Skating with Santa, which takes 
place Saturday, Dec. 3 at Rocket Ice Arena from 11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Online registration is available 
at www.napervilleparks.org.  

Culinary programs to help prepare for the holidays include Quick Holiday Appetizers on Dec. 3, held 

in the culinary arts kitchens at the 95th Street Center at 2244 W. 95th Street, third floor. 

Fort Hill Activity Center is offering two Kids Night Out programs in December, giving parents a 
chance to enjoy an evening out or catch up on holiday shopping.  Gingerbread Wonderland takes 
place from 6:00-9:00 p.m. on Friday, December 2 and Candy Cane Express will be held from 6:00-
10:00 p.m. on Friday, December 16. 

-0- 

http://www.napervilleparks.org/volunteer-with-the-naperville-park-district
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http://www.napervilleparks.org/
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The Naperville Park District is partnering with AARP to offer area seniors free income tax 
preparation assistance at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center between February and 
April. 

Persons interested in volunteering to help with this program are invited to investigate the AARP 

Foundation’s Tax-Aide program that is co-sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service. The Naperville 
Park District’s Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center will serve as a tax assistance location in 
2017 with appointments available on Mondays and Wednesdays from early February through early 
April 2017. Taxpayers need not be members of AARP to take advantage of the services provided by 
the free program. 

Volunteers become certified as tax preparation counselors by studying the IRS-prepared materials, 
learning to use the computer-based e-filing system and attending classes during the third week in 
January, 2017. They must pass open-book tests annually in order to be certified as Tax-Aide 
preparers. 

Please visit www.aarp.org/taxaide for more information on becoming a 2017 Tax-Aide volunteer and to 
register for upcoming training classes. Those who need assistance navigating the website may call 
Phoebe Bickhaus, AARP Coordinator for District 25, at 630-357-7355. 

After completing the required information online, prospective volunteers will be contacted by a 
representative from AARP who will provide details regarding the upcoming training class and will 
answer questions regarding the program. 
 

 
 
 

Library News 
For more information 
go to 

http://www.naperville-lib.org  
Drive-up returns for all materials are available 
24 hours a day at all buildings. Materials may 
also be renewed by calling 630.961.0460.  The 
Library Catalog, http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to download or renew materials.   

Whatôs Happening This Month? 
Winter Family Reading Program to cure winter blues - From Dec. 1 through Jan. 31, Naperville 

Public Library will present its Winter Family Reading Program for families to enjoy reading and other 
activities together. This year’s theme Color Me Crazy for Books will help families cure those winter 
blues during winter break and keep children’s’ minds active. Each family can register to receive one 
log per month to record their family's reading sessions and share in fun activities like the library's 
family gingerbread house display. Each log can be returned for prizes and a chance to win Chicago 
Wolves hockey tickets. Beginning Dec. 10, families can drop off their gingerbread houses to their 
nearest library location to be entered into the library’s Gingerbread House Display for a week, with 
pick-up on Dec. 17.   

-0- 
Historian to present Pearl Harbor program - On Dec. 7, 1941, the United States was suddenly 

surprise attacked by Japanese Naval and Air Forces and then thrust from isolationism into World War 
II. Historian Jim Gibbons will discuss the beginnings of the storms of war that led to the predawn 
attack during the program Pearl Harbor: a Day That Will Live in Infamy. He also will talk about how the 
government in Washington and the people of the United States were wooed to vulnerability and then 
struck hard by the Empire of Japan. The program will be from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Dec. 4 at 95 th Street 
Library.  

-0- 
 

http://www.aarp.org/taxaide
http://www.naperville-lib.org/
http://www.naperville-lib.org/
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In Addition, this month Library will host special holiday programs: 
 

Get Crafty for Adults: Ornaments  - Enhance holiday decorations by making a beautiful and easy-to-

make ornament. The program, which requires advanced registration, will be from 10 a.m. to noon Dec. 
6 at 95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive.  

-0- 
Frostyôs Winter Wonderland - Frosty the Snowman is coming to town and he’s bringing a whole 
sleigh full of holiday cheer with him during Frosty’s Winter Wonderland. Join Frosty and his wonderful 
winter marionette puppet friends as they ring in the holidays with Dave Herzog’s Marionettes from 
11:15 a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 10 at 95th Street Library.  

-0- 
Kinder Tag at Christkindlmarket Naperville - As the Christkindlmarket brings its cherished German 
and European tradition with international flair and local charm to Naper Settlement, Naperville Public 
Library will help celebrate at Christkindlmarket Naperville’s Children’s Day from 11 a.m. to 6 pm. 
Sunday, Dec. 11 at Christkindlmarket Naperville at Naper Settlement. Enjoy a day full of kid-friendly 
events, including a special storytime provided by library staff at 2:15 and 3 p.m. Attendees also can 
visit with the Christkind, a fairy-like being that is the bearer of gifts to children in German-speaking 
countries. Kids also can join an evening lantern parade, a tradition celebrated by German school 
children in honor of all good Samaritans. Registration for the parade starts at 3:30 p.m. Admission to 
the market is free. The market will be at Naper Settlement from Nov. 25 through Dec. 24.  

-0- 
A German Musical Christmas Journey - In celebration of the Christkindlmarket coming to Naperville, 
the library is exploring the German culture as the Alpine Thunder Trio will take audience members on 
a musical journey through Germany as they relate German Christmas music and other folk songs to 
traditional practices, culture, language and geography. The program will be from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 14 at Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.  

-0- 
Brown Bag Lecture: The Essential Christmas Carol (95th) - Bring a sack lunch to the library’s 
lunchtime lecture series at 12:30 p.m., and then stay for an engaging lecture beginning at 1 p.m. Dec. 
15 at 95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Drive. This month, William Pack will share the hugely 
popular, dramatic and hypnotic abridged version of Charles Dickens’ compelling story of Scrooge and 
the Christmas Ghost. Pack will also present the fascinating story of the creation and cultural response 
to “A Christmas Carol” as well as a modern recreation of a magic lantern slide show like the ones 
popular during Dickens’ life. Program requires advanced registration.  

-0- 
Itôs Christmas Time in the City - This presentation by Clarence Goodman is a delightful celebration 
of Chicago’s traditions and contributions when it comes to the Yule. From the nation’s first Christmas 
tree supplier to the windows of Marshall Field’s, this program promises to provide a bittersweet 
evening of reminiscing and remembrance. The program will be from 7 to 8 p.m. Dec. 15 at 95 th Street 
Library.  

-0- 
Hot Cocoa Ornaments Craft  - The weather outside is frightful, but teens can keep warm by creating 
homemade ornaments filled with hot cocoa mix from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Dec. 20 at Naper Blvd. Library, 
2035 S. Naper Blvd.. Teens can customize ornaments filled with their own tasty creations. Give them 
as gifts or hang them around the house. Program requires advanced registration and is for teens in 
6th through 12th grades.  

-0- 
Dance into the New Year - Can’t stay awake until midnight? Kids can dance to favorite party tunes at 
the library’s version of Rockefeller Plaza for a rockin’ New Year’s Eve party and make a craft that will 
be used for the noon countdown to ring in 2017. 

¶ 11:15 a.m. to 12:05 p.m. Dec. 27 at Nichols Library 

¶ 11:15 a.m. to 12:05 p.m. Dec. 30 at Naper Blvd. Library 

¶ 11:15 a.m. to 12:05 p.m. Dec. 31 at 95th Street Library  
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Your next meeting of the Confederation will be at 8 AM on 
Saturday, December 10th in Meeting Room B of the Naperville 

Municipal Center 

Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for 
late-breaking news and information  

Our next Newsletter will be sent out on or about January 1st  
Thanks for reading! 

Bob Fischer 
President ï NAHC 

 

 

  

When You Find Us, Make sure to ñLikeò Us too!!!!! 
 

http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/

