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Mixed Metaphors and Musings from the Editor…
What did all of these people learn on a recent Saturday morning that was both actionable and
relevant? For starters, Naperville Township Assessor Warren Dixon provided insights on saving
property tax dollars by taking advantage of programs
available to Senior Citizens along with insider
information on some of the property tax legislation
percolating in Springfield. Karen Courney from the
Senior Task Force brought us up to date on Ride
Assist Naperville, and Naperville Park District
Executive Director Ray McGury entertained while
enlightening us about facilities and programs the Park
District provides. Along with all of that, Mike Cooper
provided coffee and donuts and told us all about the
Naperville Senior Center. In other words – just another
typical fact filled, informative, and interesting two hours
with the Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation.
Our next two meetings feature information from our two public school districts and a roundtable
discussion with State Senators and Representatives. Want to participate? – well, tickets aren’t
required and admission is FREE! Where else but at a Homeowners Confederation meeting can you
mingle with community and governmental leaders, learn about things vital to thriving and surviving in
our little corner of the world, and get a free cup of coffee to boot?
While paid membership to support our programs is definitely appreciated, we don’t check that at the
door, and even if we did, an entire neighborhood could join for a year for less than the cost of a family
dinner at Portillo’s. In other words, for what provide month in and month out, it’s real bargain.
So, as we enter December, make an early New Year’s Resolution to come down to the lower level of
the Municipal Center and join in with Naperville’s Neighborhood Network. All Naperville residents are
invited, and even some neighbors from Plainfield or Aurora might sneak through the door. We’re here
for you, and want you to be there with us. Hope to see you on December 16 th.
1
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating to and within our member associations. Please feel free to reproduce
any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

December Meeting Focuses on Schools
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC Monthly meeting will be Saturday morning, December 16th
at 8 AM in meeting room B of the Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle Street. As is often
discussed, 70% of our property tax bills goes to support public education, but, how many of us
(particularly including those without kids in the systems) know about and understand what is going on?
With leaders from both Districts 203 and 204 in attendance, this meeting will provide a chance to hear
about opportunities, challenges, programs, and plans, as well as being a chance to ask questions.
Our meetings, focused on providing actionable information and facts, start at 8 AM with coffee and
networking. Our promise to our members and guests is that we will always adjourn by 10 AM so our
everyone can get on with their day. As we go to press this month, we have not finalized a sponsor for
the November meeting, but, rest assured, morning coffee is always a key component of Saturday
mornings with the Confederation.

Thanks to Naperville Senior Center
Our heartfelt thanks go to Mike and Pam Cooper and the Naperville Senior
Center for their sponsorship of our November meeting that was,
coincidentally, focused on senior living issues in Naperville. The timely
assistance with presenting this important topic to our members was greatly
appreciated.
Their state-of-the-art senior activity center is open weekdays from 7:30am
to 6:00pm serving adults with mild cognitive or physical disabilities. Nurses
and physical therapists help build or maintain strength, balance and mobility
in a safe, secure and friendly environment. Call Mike Cooper at (630) 8573017 for more information or a free trial. Includes lunch for both the future
Member
and
caregiver.
Details
can
also
be
found
at
http://www.napervilleseniorcenter.com.

Upcoming Meeting Schedule
The tentative schedule for our program year includes topics important to all who call Naperville home.
Monthly meetings are typically held in meeting room B of the Naperville Municipal Center. Here are
upcoming topics we are planning to address (subject to change):
 January 20, 8:00 AM – State Legislature Roundtable
 February 17 – HOA's Taking Care of Their Business
 March 24 – The Naperville Public Library
 April 2 1– City Council “Off the Dais”
 May 18 – NAHC Annual Meeting & Election
An important part of our monthly meetings is the contributions of meeting sponsors. Our heartfelt
thanks and gratitude go out to those companies and organizations for their belief in our mission and
willingness to be a part of our neighborhood.
If you would like to sponsor an upcoming meeting, please reach out to our Secretary, Marcia Straub
(mstraub@wideopenwest.com) or the Confederation at naperahc@gmail.com. Meeting sponsors are
provided with table space for food and drink and space for the sponsors display and literature. Our
monthly newsletter, for the month of the sponsored meeting, includes the Sponsor's logo and an
"elevator speech" describing the sponsor's business or services. The Sponsor will also be allotted 3
minutes to talk about their product/organization/company during meeting introductions.
The sponsor is asked to provide food and drink for 50 attendees, including but not be limited to:
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- A.M. Mtg. - pastries, fruit, juice, coffee
- P.M. Mtg. – desserts, cheese & crackers, coffee/pop & water
- Set Up and Clean Up of the refreshment area
- All paper & plastic products (cups, plates, napkins, utensils, etc.).
If you have questions or would like to volunteer,
please contact us at naperahc@gmail.com.

Additionally, please contact President Steve
Grosskopf at naperahc@gmail.com for more
information about Confederation activities and our
mission, if you are interested in becoming more
active with our group, or you would like a
Confederation Board Member or Officer to address
your association, club, or organization on the role
the Confederation has played in Naperville since
1979.

Job Opportunity – Naperville Special Census
The City of Naperville is holding a special census in select areas of the city where significant
population growth is believed to have occurred since the last decennial census in 2010. Because
State of Illinois income, local use and motor fuel taxes are based on a per capita distribution, a
certified increase in the city’s population will mean increased
revenue to the city. Naperville last held a special census in
2008.
The City of Naperville is looking for 240 individuals to apply to
work as enumerators, crew leaders and clerical staff in the
special census being conducted in early 2018. Enumerators
visit households within the special census areas and collect
basic facts about each member living in a housing unit, such
as name, age and relationship to a householder.
Census takers are paid $15.51 per hour, plus mileage and paid training. Also needed are crew leaders
who will receive $16.51 per hour, clerical staff who will be paid $12.51 per hour and one field
operations supervisor who will be paid $18.51 per hour. Interested applicants can visit the city’s
website at www.naperville.il.us/specialcensus to review a job description to determine if they meet
basic eligibility requirements. All prospective applicants must be at least 18 years of age; have a valid
driver’s license and a vehicle available for their use; be able to hear responses and read
questionnaires; be available to work a minimum of 20 hours per week; be available for day, evening
and weekend work; and be able to attend a four-day training session in January 2018.
Applications can be found at the above website or at the Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St.
Completed job applications may be returned to the attention of Community Planner Kasey Evans at
the Naperville Municipal Center (400 S. Eagle St., Naperville, IL 60540) or scanned and emailed to
evansk@naperville.il.us. Applicants will be contacted prior to the start of the special census to take a
job-related test to further determine suitability for census employment. Applicant testing will take place
in mid-December. If selected, workers will be invited to attend a training class and then given a work
assignment that lasts approximately four to eight weeks.
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The College of DuPage – Thankful
Editor’s note: In recognition of the important role the College of DuPage plays in our community and
neighborhoods, COD Board Chair Deanne Mazzochi has become a regular contributor to our
newsletter. We thank her for her contributions

What a difference two years makes! On December 15, 2015, the Higher Learning
Commission placed the College of DuPage on probation after initiating an
investigation into the media reports that began in 2014 on financial and
governance irregularities; and a loss of integrity at the College. I was part of the team elected in 2015
to solve these problems, and initiate a pathway to reform. That pathway has made all the difference.
I am thrilled to report that on November 14, 2017, the Board of Trustees of the Higher Learning
Commission College officially restored our full accreditation, removing the probation status. We all
shared a collective sigh of relief; but there is still much work to be done. We need to keep that self assessment mindset; continue to think critically about ourselves even when it is hard or we don’t like
the answer; and ensure we are always making honest attempts to discern the truth and get better in
everything that we do—so that we go beyond meeting the standards, but setting them. That is the
greatest gift we can give to our students and our community.
During this holiday season, I would be remiss to not thank and be grateful for the wonderful members
of our community whose property taxes keep this institution running. The Board was once again
confronted with making tax levy decisions, and we voted to levy the same dollar amount for 2018 that
we expect to receive in 2017. Our commitment these last several cycles to do more with the tax
dollars we have, pay down debt, keep our costs down, while delivering the same if not better value,
continues to pay dividends. COD, which once was one of the most expensive community colleges in
the state, will fall below the average cost per credit hour of our Illinois peer institutions in 2018. We
managed all this despite being dead last in Illinois for state appropriations as a percent of our annual
revenue. (In FY 2015, the median state funding for Illinois community colleges on this metric was just
over 20%; COD’s percentages in that year were 7.03%; and dropped further to 3.98% in FY 2017).
This is why the College has been able to function smoothly notwithstanding the Illinois budget mess,
and keep college affordable for students.
And before November slips too far from view, I would also like to thank our Veterans who have kept
our country safe and secure from threats around the world. Our veteran students are in high demand;
and we honor our Veterans with pride every year. See photos from this wonderful day at this link:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/codnewsroom/sets/72157662444247468.
Warmest regards,
Deanne M. Mazzochi
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, College of DuPage

Be Ready for Driving in Winter Weather
As bitter cold creeps into Illinois, the state’s frontline weather responders remind motorists that
preparation can help take the bite out of winter this season. The
Illinois Department of Transportation, Illinois State Police and the
Illinois Tollway encourage motorists to prepare for wintry driving
conditions and remember: “Winter Weather – Get it Together.”
“Winter weather can be unpredictable in Illinois, but preparation
today will make a safer tomorrow,” said Illinois Transportation
Secretary Randy Blankenhorn. “Drivers should start easing into
those winter driving behaviors now. Our snow-and-ice teams are
ready, as always, to make this a safe, successful winter driving season.”
Throughout the winter, especially during adverse conditions, motorists should practice basic winter
driving skills and build extra time into their schedules. As part of the “Winter Weather – Get it
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Together” campaign, all travelers are encouraged to follow these simple rules and tips during the
coming months:
• Always wear a seat belt. It’s the law in Illinois.
• Slow down. Slower speeds, slower acceleration, slower steering and slower braking all are
required in winter driving conditions.
• Drop it and drive. Put down the handheld devices – it, too, is the law in Illinois.
• Don’t crowd the plow. A snowplow operator’s field of vision is restricted. You may see
them, but they may not see you.
• Avoid using cruise control in snow and ice.
• Watch out for black ice on roads that appear clear but can be treacherous.
• Be especially careful approaching intersections, ramps, bridges and shady areas. All are prone
to icing.
• Do not travel during bad weather unless absolutely necessary. If you do have to make a
trip, check the forecast and make sure someone is aware of your travel route. Consider taking
public transportation if it is an option.
• Prepare an emergency kit that contains jumper cables, flares or reflectors, windshield washer
fluid, a small ice scraper, traction material, blankets, non-perishable food and a first-aid kit.
• Carry
a
cell
phone
and
a
car
charger
in
case
of
emergency.
• Follow Scott’s Law. Slow down and move over for stopped emergency, construction and
maintenance vehicles.
• For a list of suggested maintenance for your car, visit the National Highway Transportation
Safety Administration’s winter driving website.
• For more winter driving tips, check out this short IDOT video.
"Winter weather causes extremely dangerous driving with black ice and white out conditions," said ISP
Director Leo P. Schmitz. "Plan ahead by checking your windshield wipers, vehicle fluid levels, proper
tire inflation and tread depth. Remember to avoid unnecessary lane changes and as always, reduce
your speed and increase following distances. Don't crowd the plow. Give them room to work. A
snowplow operator's field of vision is restricted. You may see them, but they may not see you."
Before leaving the house, drivers are encouraged to check GettingAroundIllinois.com for continually
updated information on winter road conditions, weather radars, road and bridge closures and other
traffic-related information. The site was recently redesigned in a mobile-friendly format providing a
more convenient way to access important information quickly. The winter road conditions map gives
travelers the ability to zoom in to their location, travel route or destination and get real-time road
conditions. At any time, motorists can check travel conditions by calling 1-800-452-IDOT (4368) or 1800-TOLL-FYI.
“Winter weather can make driving challenging for our customers, so our priorities are to keep the
roads clear and provide roadway information to help drivers safely reach their destinations,” said
Illinois Tollway Executive Director Greg Bedalov. “In return, we ask our customers to protect
themselves and our workers by slowing down and increasing their distance from other vehicles,
particularly during storms and severe weather.”
For the upcoming winter, IDOT will have more than 1,700 trucks available for deployment to plow
almost 16,000 miles of roads statewide, the equivalent of driving from Springfield to the tip of South
America and back. Last year, IDOT spread almost 305,000 tons of salt statewide. This winter, salt
domes throughout the state are at capacity, with more than 550,000 tons on hand. Four hundred
brand-new snow plows are ready to be deployed throughout the state. The new trucks are more
energy efficient and will reduce air pollution.
The Illinois Tollway is prepared to deploy its fleet of 196 snowplows for winter storms and has
stockpiled more than 87,000 tons of salt to keep its 294-mile system of five tollways clear and safe for
its 1.6 million daily drivers.
Please follow IDOT on Facebook and Twitter for updates on travel throughout the winter.
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Creating Landscaping “Winter Interest”
Winter does not mean your yard and landscaping should be a barren moonscape. We asked
Confederation Director and Bartlett Tree Experts Certified Arborist Skeet, our go-to source for all
matters arboreal, for some insights on maintaining curb appeal when the snow flies. Here are some
recommendations he shared with us:
In many ways, a landscape can be just as beautiful in winter as it is in the spring. The colors displayed
by some trees and shrubs offer a reprieve from a stark winter backdrop. And, for deciduous trees, it is
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now after the leaves have fallen, that unique details can be best seen and appreciated. Here are some
ideas for using trees and shrubs to add winter interest.
Unusual Bark - During winter, a tree’s bark stands out. The shedding bark of
the sycamore is one example with a unique texture. When color is a priority,
shrubs like the red osier dogwood and trees like the white birch are a stunning
option.
Bright Berries - A pop of red berries on a shrub often
brings to mind a winter scene. Holly and viburnum are two great choices.
Other colors appear in winter as well, including the grayblue waxy berries of the bayberry shrub.
Always Green - Green is not just a spring color! Conifer trees retain beautiful
color year-round and look particularly majestic when dusted with a light covering of
snow.
Form & Structure - The shape and branches of trees towering in the winter sky can be a sight to
behold. Those with a particularly unique form and structure, like the weeping willow,
are exceptionally striking during winter.
If you have specific questions or needs, you can always talk with Skeet at our monthly
meetings. Skeet is also available for free consultations and can be reached at 630960-4001
or
through
https://www.bartlett.com/locations/bolingbrook-il/mdskeet#staffform

Need Assistance During Medicare Open Enrollment?
The Illinois Department on Aging’s (IDoA) Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) is reminding
seniors of the free counseling assistance available to Medicare-eligible individuals and their caregivers
during Medicare Open Enrollment through December 7th.
With over 300 SHIP offices across Illinois, the agency stands ready to refer clients to their closest site,
which can schedule an appointment to assist them with open enrollment. Take advantage of the
caring, expert counselors ready to help you make sense of the complicated Medicare system to make
the best choices for your healthcare. “We’d urge seniors to make an appointment at their earliest
convenience, because as during every open enrollment season, we anticipate it’ll be very busy with
people seeking help,” said Sandy Leith, the SHIP program’s director.
During open enrollment, eligible adults can adjust Medicare Advantage or Medicare prescription drug
coverage, move from original Medicare to a Medicare Advantage plan - or vice versa - switch between
Medicare Advantage plans, join a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan, or switch or drop existing drug
plans; and the steps involved and options available can be overwhelming and confusing.
SHIP counselors work through the Medicare.gov system to help seniors and people with disabilities
make the best choices for their individual situation. Contact SHIP, by calling 1-800-252-8966,
weekdays 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. For more information about SHIP, including a list of SHIP locations,
visit the website, at: http://www.illinois.gov/aging/ship/Pages/default.aspx.
To compare 2018 drug and health plans on your own and to find out more about Medicare options,
including preventive services now covered, visit the federal website, at: www.medicare.gov. Or call
Medicare at: 1-800-633-4227. Medicare phone lines are open 24/7.
SHIP is not affiliated with any insurance company, and counselors do not sell or solicit any type of
insurance. SHIP counselors in the field ensure that seniors and people with disabilities on Medicare
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understand all of the options available to them, and which choices can save them money. Counselors
educate and answer questions about all Medicare plans and options.
For Seniors on Traditional Medicare who may be thinking about changing or adding Medigap
(supplemental) coverage options (e.g. different carrier, moving from Part F to part G), these changes
can be done at any time and, while individual insurance companies may have caveats and restrictions,
including coverage limitations or underwriting requirements, making these types of changes is not
limited to the Open Enrollment period.

Dealing With Snow & Ice, Without Salt
Every winter, we rely on municipal, state and county
personnel and private snow removal contractors to keep
highways, streets and parking lots and walkways safe and
clear of snow and ice. Driving on bare pavement during or
after a snowstorm is a luxury that comes with a high
environmental price tag. Rock salt, the most commonly used
product for snow-fighting operations, contains primarily
sodium chloride. Chloride negatively impacts aquatic
communities, kills plants, fouls drinking water, and persists:
once chlorides dissolve in water, chlorides stay in the water.
Traditional methods to filter other pollutants out of water just
don’t work on chlorides. It makes sense to use rock salt as
sparingly as possible.
Surveys conducted with municipalities in DuPage County show that hundreds of thousands of tons of
salt per town are used each winter! The amount of salt used in snow-fighting operations gets even
bigger when we think about all the private operators who clear parking lots at shopping centers,
schools and libraries, and homeowners associations. Think about how much salt gets dissolved on
these roads and parking lots and runs off causing damage to nearby rivers and streams. A number of
educational efforts are being implemented throughout northeastern Illinois to help these operators
make better use of their resources and reduce environmental impacts from snow-fighting activities. An
example of some of these presentations and technical resources can be viewed at
http://www.drscw.org/winter.html.
Many local snow and ice management programs have become fairly complex. Programs include best
management practices for salt storage and handling, calibrating equipment, weather forecasting,
pavement temperature readings, selecting appropriate products and application rates for storm
conditions and record keeping. Many snow-fighting programs now incorporate alternative products,
pre-wetting, pre-treating and anti-icing techniques. Remember:
 Shovel (or use a snow blower) before you use any product; never put a deicing product on
top of snow.
 Sweep up un-dissolved product after a storm is over for reuse.
 Consider switching to a non-chloride deicer.
 Support changes in chloride application in your municipality.
 Inform a neighbor about the impacts chlorides have in our rivers and streams
Additional information can be found at:
 Ice and Snow Removal Methods for Residents (video)
 Falling into Winter Brochure
 Illinois State Water Survey Chloride Study
 Chlorides and Winter Management, DRSCW
 SNI Solutions GeoMelt Anti De-icing products
 Wisconsin Department of Transportation Transportation Synthesis Report Recording
Material Usage in Winter Maintenance Operations: A Survey of State Practices
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Minnesota Snow and Ice Control Handbook Field Handbook for Snowplow Operators
Municipal Engineers Meeting John Kawka Winter Operations 2010 Presentation (March
4, 2010)

Editors Note - Thanks to The Conservation Foundation for their contribution to this article

9
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating to and within our member associations. Please feel free to reproduce
any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

Insurance Certificates - What Homeowners Need to Know
When looking to have a contractor perform work in, on or about one’s home, the homeowner is
typically most concerned with a prospective contractor’s qualifications, reputation, and of course price.
Few folks expect a disaster to occur, or even an unfortunate accident. Nevertheless, before hiring any
given contractor, a homeowner should ask the contractor to provide a “certificate of insurance.” This
will indicate that the contractor is covered by liability insurance, the amount of coverage, the name and
policy number of the insuring company, and the contact information for the agent who sold the policy.
However, the certificate does not convey any rights or create any contractual relationship; it is
informational, only. The homeowner therefore should take a few additional steps for self-protection in
the always-unexpected event that something goes wrong and the home is damaged, or even people
injured. First, the homeowner should make sure the certificate appears on its face to be current and
will be in force for the full period of the work. Second, the homeowner should call the agent named on
the certificate to verify that the term of the insurance policy is current, will extend through the time the
work will be done, and is in the amounts shown on the certificate. Third, add terms to the written
contract requiring the contractor to: (1) provide the liability and workers compensation insurance,
covering property damage and personal injury caused by the work to be done, and workers
compensation, in amounts at least commensurate with the value of the home; (2) obtain an
endorsement from the insuring company naming the homeowner(s) as an additional insured(s) under
the aforesaid policy, and (3) provide copies of the policy and endorsement to the homeowner before
commencing work, with a provision that the failure to meet any of these terms will void the contract.
These steps will greatly help to protect the homeowner in the event of an accident caused by the work,
and provide peace of mind.
Obviously, homeowners should also carefully review the contract for, and bargain to remove, waivers
of liability that might bar the homeowner from making a claim against the contractor for damage to the
property or injury to people caused by the work. Amazingly, these terms that might insulate the
contractor from liability are often overlooked, to the homeowner’s later regret.
If the work to be done involves a substantial sum, or any possible dangers, the homeowner is welladvised to seek a qualified attorney’s advice before signing the contract.
Editors Note - Thanks to NAHC Board member Rick Strawbridge for sharing these insights

CAI News & Events
Registratioon is now open for the CAI IL Condo-HOA
Conference & Expo on February 23rd & 24th at the
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center. Highlights
include:
 3-hour networking reception taking place in
reception hall on Friday night
 Nationally recognized do-it-yourself expert, Lou Manfredini broadcasting live from our show
 Premier education, featuring 10 different education sessions with up to 10 hours of CE credits
For more details and to register: http://www.cvent.com/events/il-condo-hoa-conference-expo-cai-il2018/event-summary-0dd50dc8663442e8914cd943a90d5009.aspx
Other upcoming education events include Manager & Homeowner Education - CMCA Review on
December 2nd from 9:00am-1:00pm at the CAI-Illinois Chapter Office in Schaumburg sponsored by:
Acres Group and CAU Insurance. Click here for Information/Registration
M-204 Community Governance will be on January 18th-19th at the Hilton Lisle Naperville in Lisle.
Click here for Information/Registration
CAI is a non-profit dedicated to building better communities through education, networking, and
legislative efforts. Learn more at www.cai-illinois.org.
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NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
Homeowners Associations in DuPage County are eligible to apply for DuPage County Water Quality
Grants. These can be used to retrofit detention basins or a water quality improvement project. Under
the program, HOA’s may apply for reimbursement of up to 25 percent of construction and
maintenance costs for portions of projects that improve water quality. DuPage County has awarded
more than 50 grants in the past to projects such as permeable paver parking lots, green roofs and
native vegetation. The application deadline is Friday, January 12, 2018. To download the application
guide, visit www.dupageco.org/EDP/Stormwater_Management/Water_Quality/1312/.
-0As part of the public engagement process, a Steering Committee is
being established to provide Ryan Companies with community input and
direction during the community engagement phase of the 5th Avenue
Project, the redevelopment opportunity for the Fifth Avenue area.
Located adjacent to the Naperville train station, the 5th Avenue
Development area consists of eight (8) City-owned parcels on just over
13 acres (patking lots, old municipal garage, Children’s Museum).
Interested individuals wishing to be considered to serve on the 5th Avenue Steering Committee can
now visit www.naperville.il.us/5thavenue and download the interest form. All interest forms are due
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back to the City by no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, December 22, 2017. Instructions on how to submit
the form are included on the form itself.
The Steering Committee is being created following City Council direction in early November, which
established the structure of this committee. The Steering Committee will be made up of two City
Council members; two City staff members; two Ryan Companies representatives; one commuter; one
representative from the Senior Task Force; and seven area residents: one from Pilgrim's Addition,
WHOA, ECHO and the Naperville Area Homeowner's Confederation; two from Park Addition; and
Mayor Emeritus Pradel.
The purpose of the 5th Avenue Steering Committee is to provide Ryan Companies with community
input and direction during the community engagement phase of the 5th Avenue Project. Committee
members serve both as communicators, sharing residents' concerns with Ryan and relaying progress
back to their constituents, and as an advisory group. The committee will not be a decision-making
body; however, it will have a unique opportunity to steer the direction of the 5th Avenue Project.
Upon receipt of all interest forms in late December, the City will be distributing them to self -selected
points of contacts for the ECHO, WHOA, Pilgrim Addition and Park Addition neighborhoods. Each
neighborhood will select their representative in January 2018. Selection methods, including those
details for those neighborhoods/homeowners group that are holding public caucuses, will be posted at
www.naperville.il.us/5thavenue in the near future. The commuter process will be slightly different in
that the City will set the caucus meeting date, time and location and obtain an independent facilitator
to run that caucus.
For more information on steering committee member expectations, please visit
www.naperville.il.us/5thavenue. Interested individuals should note that steering committee members
will have significant time requirements, including attending all steering committee meetings, actively
engaging in discussions and reporting back to their representatives and participating in bimonthly City
Council presentations and workshop discussions..
Project information will continue to be updated on the project page at www.naperville.il.us/5thavenue
and shared on social media on the Naperville 5th Avenue Facts Facebook page.
-0NCTV17 Has a New Shop! - They have recently updated their online shop so it's
easier than ever to purchase DVDs of programming. Whether sports (including end-ofseason DVDs), community events, news, or documentaries, if you've been featured in
any of our programming, or just want a keepsake of a memorable parade or concert,
be sure to check out the shop! The DVDs make a great holiday gift!
-0According to the CDC, each year in the United States at least 2 million people become infected
with bacteria that are resistant to antibiotics, and at least 23,000 people
die as a direct result of these infections.
How you can help prevent antibiotic resistance:
• Do not ask for antibiotics when your health care provider thinks you do
not need them. Antibiotics don’t cure all diseases. They also have side
effects,
and
may
do
more
harm
than
good.
• Do not share or use leftover antibiotics; only take antibiotics prescribed for you.
• Do not save antibiotics for future illnesses. Talk to your pharmacist about safely discarding
leftover medicines.
• Do ask your health care provider if there are other steps you can take to feel better without
using an antibiotic. Sometimes the best treatment may be relieving your symptoms.
• Do take antibiotics exactly as your health care provider prescribes. Do not skip doses or stop
taking the course of antibiotics prescribed to you, even if you start to feel better.
• Do stay up to date on your recommended vaccines. Vaccines help prevent infections and keep
diseases from spreading.
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• Do wash your hands regularly. Cleaning your hands helps stop the spread of disease and
protect yourself from illness.
It can be difficult to tell the difference between a common cold and a bacterial infection. Check with a
health care professional if:
• Symptoms last more than 10 days without improvement
• Symptoms are severe or unusual
• A child younger than three month has a fever
-0The Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) is announcing that general information regarding
the Invest in Kids Act (IIK) (Public Act 100-0465), the recently enacted Illinois tax-credit scholarship
program, is now available through its website tax.illinois.gov.
Beginning January 2, 2018, MyTax Illinois will begin accepting applications from individuals and
businesses who wish to participate in IIK. To apply, individuals and businesses must report their
intention to make an authorized contribution to an approved Scholarship Granting Organization
(SGO). The SGOs, in turn, provide scholarships for eligible Illinois students to attend qualified nonpublic schools in Illinois. Taxpayers can receive a tax credit equal to 75% of their approved SGO
contribution. Those interested in applying are strongly encouraged to register for a MyTax Illinois
account as soon as possible to avoid any processing delays when the application system goes live on
January 2nd.
IDOR is authorized to issue up to $75 million in IIK tax credits per calendar year, beginning in 2018 for
taxes filed in 2019. Approval to contribute will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis in a
geographically proportionate manner based on enrollment in recognized non-public schools in Illinois.
Approval is granted automatically as long as the regional and statewide thresholds have not been met.
For the purpose of awarding credits, Illinois will be divided into five regions, coinciding with Illinois
Appellate Court district boundaries. Contributing taxpayers will be required to select the region, SGO,
and amount they wish to contribute.
The five regions and their proportionate share of tax credits are:
 Region 1, Cook County, 51.22%;
 Region 2, Northern Counties, 23.09%;
 Region 3, North Central Counties, 9.97%;
 Region 4, Central Counties, 7.50%; and
 Region 5, Southern Counties, 8.22%.
For a listing of counties in each court district, visit illinoiscourts.gov.
Organizations choosing to become a SGO can begin applying for approval to issue certificates of
receipt on December 1, 2017.
For more information on the IIK tax credits, please view IDOR’s General Informational Bulletin, FAQs,
and SGO Informational Bulletin now available at tax.illinois.gov. Questions may be emailed to IDOR
at: REV.PRD@illinois.gov. Be sure to check IDOR’s website periodically for additional IIK updates..
-0Healthy Holiday Recipe - Through New Year’s Day, it’s the time of year for family dinners, parties,
and other gatherings where food is served. But the merriment can
turn to misery if the food makes you sick. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention estimates 48 million people a year get sick
from a foodborne illness, 128,000 are hospitalized, and 3,000 die.
“While most healthy people who become sick with a foodborne
illness, typically called food poisoning, will get better without seeing
a doctor, others can experience severe illnesses,” said Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) Director Nirav D. Shah, M.D.,
J.D. “By taking a few simple precautions, you can help protect
yourself and those around you from an unhappy holiday.”
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Typical symptoms of foodborne illness include vomiting, diarrhea, and flu-like symptoms, which can
start anywhere from hours to days after consuming contaminated food or drinks. Symptoms can last
anywhere from a few hours to a few days. Those at risk of more severe and even life-threatening
foodborne illness include older adults, infants, young children, pregnant women, and people with
weakened immune systems.
Fortunately, there is a simple recipe that can help you stay healthy.
 Clean - Keep everything in the kitchen clean, including your hands
 Separate - Separate raw meats from other foods
 Cook - Cook and keep food at the right temperature
 Chill - Refrigerate food promptly
A good rule of thumb is, make sure hot foods are hot (above 140°F) and cold foods are cold (below
40°F). Don’t eat food that has been sitting out for more than two hours if the food is not being kept hot
or cold. More information on Food Safety During The Holidays can be found on the IDPH website.
-0District 204's Prairie Children Preschool offers early childhood education for children ages three
and four. The program is open to all District 204 residents, with the main classrooms located on the
first floor of the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora. The program runs for 2.5
hours each day, Monday through Thursday. Tuition is $245 a month. Parent tours for the 2018-19
school year will be held at 9:30 am on the following dates:
 December 7
 January 25
 February 8.
Confirm your spot on the tour by calling Prairie Children Preschool at 630-375-3030.
-0Ecumenical Adult Care of Naperville, located in downtown Naperville, provides medical monitoring,
nutritious noon meal and snacks, life-enriching activities, outings and socialization to frail
elderly people and others that need daytime care. Open Monday through Friday from
7:45am to 5:00pm, participants can attend daily or several times each week. Caregivers
receive a break from their constant care and help their loved ones “age in place.”
Ecumenical Adult Care of Naperville is located in the Rubin Riverwalk Community
Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave.,For more informationm, Telephone 630-357-8166; Website:
EcumenicalCenter.weebly.com or Email
Note: There is a fee for service and door-to-door
transportation is available.
-0The Power of Choice is a substance abuse prevention program that reaches students in all of
the middle schools and high schools in Districts 203 and 204. The
Power of Choice parent program, Parents Use Your Power, provides
parents with materials, education, and resources that support them as
they guide their children toward a healthy drug free future. Look for
monthly newsletters here and on their website. Also, The Power of
Choice turns 15 and Dawn Neylon shares comments from middle
school and high school students impacted by the campaign in this
podcast, The Impact of the Power of Choice Campaigns. She
includes parent stories and how her own family inspired her to
join the campaign.
Parents of High School Students: Marijuana affects the
adolescent brain differently than the adult brain because it is not fully developed. New research finds
chronic exposure to THC during brain development risks lasting brain damage for those who start use
during their teens. While the use can be intended for coping with stress, studies find lowered life
satisfaction, education, and job and financial stability in those whose persistent use began in
adolescence. The latest research along with tips on how to prevent marijuana use in teens is available
in December’s newsletter: Marijuana and the Developing Teen Brain.
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Parents of Middle School/Jr. High School Students: Developing Emotional Awareness in
Adolescents - During adolescence, our children begin to master the emotional skills that allow them to
manage stress and become able to effectively relate to others. Development of these skills will allow
our children to succeed in both their personal and professional lives now and into adulthood. Some
development experts believe that strong emotional awareness is a greater indicator of an individual’s
success later in life than IQ. This month’s newsletter will assist you as you guide your child toward
mastering their emotional awareness.
Conversations that Count - Emotions are an important part of human nature…emotions give us
information about what we’re experiencing and help us know how to react. By learning to recognize,
identify and talk about our emotions, we can take control of those emotions and use them to respond
appropriately. Strengthen your families’ emotional awareness with this month’s PowerTalk- Emotional
Awareness Workout.
-0In spite of yet another Internet poll recently citing
Naperville as one of the safest cities in America,
during Thanksgiving week there were 33 motor
vehicle burglaries and three stolen cars in town. The
one thing that all the burglaries had in common were
unlocked vehicles – the three stolen cars had the key fobs left in the vehicle. This seems to be the
vehicular equivalent of walking down the street with a “kick me” sign taped on one’s back. Do the
Police Department, your neighborhood, and yourself a big favor – lock your car, don’t leave valuables
in plain sight, and be alert for peiople who don’t belong in the neighborhood. Unless and until we take
community safety seriously, Naperville’s next reputation will be as the home of “low hanging fruit” for
thieves. Wake up – LOCK IT OR LOSE IT!!!
-0The Illinois Department of Insurance (DOI) is improving the shopping experience for people who
are looking to purchase a healthcare plan for 2018. Thanks to a new partnership with GoHealth,
consumers will be able to take a comprehensive look at individual plans before they buy.
GoHealth will provide detailed on-line plan information and phone support from licensed health
insurance agents. Since November 1st, licensed agents have been available to walk consumers
through plan comparisons and purchasing processes. Agents can be reached by phone at 866-3111119 Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Remember:
• This year’s enrollment period runs to December 15, 2017.
• Cost should not be the only factor when selecting a plan. For example, look at a plan’s provider
network.
• The Get Covered Connector lets consumers search by ZIP code to find free local help and is
available in Spanish and English.
• Consumers can also use the Connector to schedule in-person assistance appointments with
navigators and certified application counselors.
Consumers can shop for a plan online at getcovered.illinois.gov, by phone at 866-311-1119, with an
in-person navigator through the Connector, directly from an insurance company, or through their local
insurance agent.
-0The Naperville Park District announces its 7th annual holiday lights recycling program in
partnership with Elgin Recycling, through February 1, 2018. Residents and
businesses are invited to bring their old, nonworking lights to any of three locations
throughout the District.
In 2016, Naperville Park District joined with 52 villages, 3 other park districts, 1 nonprofit, 4 libraries, 2 churches and 5 businesses in the region to help Elgin Recycling collect 103,243
lbs. of holiday lights. This year’s goal is to keep 125,000 lbs. of lights out of the landfill.
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The following types of lights will be accepted: Mini-lights, C-7 lights, C-9 lights, Rope lights, LED lights
and extension cords. All colors and lengths will be accepted.
The following Park District locations will be collecting lights for recycling:
 Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of operation
are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday,
5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., Saturday, 6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
 Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Rd. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday,
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and
-0The Illinois Emergency Management Agency and the National Weather Service have developed a
winter weather preparedness guide to help people understand winter weather
risks, along with tips for staying safe at home, in the car and at school. It also
includes lists of suggested items for home and vehicle emergency supply kits.
The guide is available on the Ready Illinois website at www.Ready.Illinois.gov.
-0The Naperville City Council of and KidsMatter Honored 22 Local Student
Volunteers with Youth Service Awards for Outstanding Service to the
Community on Monday, November 20th.
Nominations for this year’s awards came from 21 local organizations and agencies that specifically
provide young people with opportunities to volunteer their time and energy. These volunteer
opportunities give teens a sense of purpose, provide them with valuable hands-on experiences, and
ignite the volunteer spirit that has helped make Naperville the thriving community it is today. Proud
family and friends of the students packed the Council Chambers at the City Municipal Center in
support of the outstanding youth.
Congratulations to the 2017 Youth Service Award Recipients and their respective agencies including
Imani Melendez and Peter Mullin of 360 Youth Services, Isha Srinivasan of the Alive Center, Peyton
Arens of the DuPage Children's Museum, Jack Andringa of DuPagePads, Erin Schiemann of Edward
Hospital and Health Services, Abby Peterson of the Exchange Club of Naperville, Jory Haddad of Fair
Lady Productions, Inc., Jack Grimmer of the Forest Preserve of Will County, Amanda Brennan of the
Girl Scouts of Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana, Morgan Ceresa of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church's Buddy Break, Clare Bumpus of KidMatter, Lillian Fu of Loaves & Fishes Community
Services, Marissa Burk of Naper Settlement, Adira Safar of the Naperville Public Library, Celine
Afshari of Ready Set Ride, Samia Abdul-Qadir of the Ronald McDonald Family Room in Edward
Hospital, Steven Shi of the Merry Tutor, Kamden Benbow-Niemier of the Morton Arboretum, Matt
Hatch of Young Hearts for Life, and Brynne Winiarski of Young Life - Naperville and Aurora.

Mark Your Calendar

Waubonsie Valley High School's Organization of Latin American Students is partnering with Gift
Mart Wheatland Community to hold a toy drive to benefit under resourced families in District 204.
WVHS is currently collecting new, unwrapped toys that are safe for children ages 6 to 12. Community
members who would like to participate can drop off their donation through December 11 during
school hours to the Gift Mart toy box located inside the main entrance at WVHS. No stuffed animals or
board games, please. Toys should retail $15 and up. There are additional collection sites at Brooks,
Builta, Graham, Kendall, Patterson, Peterson, Welch, White Eagle, Crone, Fischer, Gregory, Metea
Valley and Neuqua Valley. All donations will directly help District 204 students. Please contact
elise_reible@ipsd.org with questions.

“Bike Bald” invites you to join them for their 3rd annual Holiday Party themed “Beauty &
the Beast” on Friday, December 1 at 7 PM - 11 PM at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center,
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305 Jackson Ave, This is their largest and most exciting fundraising event of the year. More details are
at www.BikeBald.org.

The Naperville Community Chorus under the direction of Jeordano Martinez and the Pete
Ellman Big Band are joining musical forces to bring you a "Swingin Christmas" on Saturday,
December 2, at 7 PM and Sunday, December 3 at 2:30 PM at the Wentz Concert Hall, 171 E Chicago
Ave, Naperville. More information, including tickets, is at http://napervillechorus.org/upcomingconcerts/

The Little Friends Parade of Lights will take place on Saturday, December 2, 2017! This
popular annual holiday parade and tradition brought to you by Little Friends in partnership with the
Downtown Naperville Alliance features Santa and Mrs. Claus on hand to celebrate the Season!
Bundle up and enjoy an evening of festivities, brightly lit floats and musical entertainment! More details
are at http://downtownnaperville.com/event/little-friends-holiday-parade-of-lights-2017/

Save the Old Nichols Library will be hosting a Thank You Coffee & Cookies on Monday,
December 4, from 6 to 8 PM in Meeting room B of the Naperville Municipal Center. Come join them
for a thank you celebration for all of our supporters! We will have coffee, cookies. Join the
conversation about a new life for Old Nichols Library! Come have a cup of coffee and chat!

Naperville Community Unit District 203’s Board of Education will meet for a work session on
Monday, December 4th at 7 PM at the District
203 Administrative Center, 203 West Hillside
Road, Naperville. Board meeting agendas are
posted Friday afternoon prior to a Monday board
meeting
at
https://www.naperville203.org/Page/6184. The
Board wiill also hold a Business Meeting on
Monday, December 18.

The Illinois Department of Transportation
will host a public meeting Dec. 6 from 4 – 7
p.m.in the Toyota Park Stadium Club, 7000
Harlem Ave. Bridgeview, Ill. 60455 to share
updates and collect feedback on proposed
changes to the Interstate 55 managed lanes
project. The department recently updated the
project plans to include a second managed lane
in each direction of I-55 between Interstate 294
(Tri-State Tollway) and Interstate 90/94 (Dan
Ryan Expressway).
The state received federal approval in 2016 to
build one managed lane in each direction of I-55
between Interstate 355 near Bolingbrook to I90/94 in Chicago. The revised project proposes
to add the second managed lane north of the
Tri-State Tollway within the existing IDOT right
of way. The additional capacity will make it
easier to maintain consistent, reliable speeds
and travel times for all I-55 users. No funding
has been identified for construction, but IDOT
continues to pursue the project as a publicprivate partnership. The meeting will be in an open-house .Exhibits will be on display and an audiovisual presentation will be shown continuously during the meeting. Project team members will be
available to discuss the project and answer questions. Written comments can be submitted at the
meeting, mailed afterward or submitted via the project website www.i55managedlaneproject.org.

Community members are invited to attend the next Engage 204 session on December 7 from 7
to 9 pm at Still Middle School, 787 Meadowridge Drive, Aurora. This session will focus on
"Changing Enrollment: Balancing Buildings and Boundaries." Engage 204 is a collaborative
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process between the community and District 204 to ensure a strong future for the district and its
students. The sessions explore different issues involved in
maintaining a successful educational experience for students. Key
to the success of this process is the collaboration and discussion
between participants. District residents who attend will have the
unique opportunity to share ideas and discuss topics in small
groups in order to provide feedback to the Board of Education.
Findings and recommendations will be presented to the Board of
Education by July 2018. All District 204 residents are invited to participate in Engage 204. RSVP is
appreciated, but not required at RSVP.For more information, visit Engage 204.

Ramon Nayar, artist and member of The Conservation Foundation, has created assemblies of
empathy, an exhibit anchored in storytelling
through words and images. The exhibit is on
display through January 3rd, 2018 at the
Oesterle Library Gallery at North Central
College in Naperville.
The evening of
December
7th
will
be
a
special
Performance Night dedicated to Mighty
Acorns®, beginning at 7pm. Original music
composed and performed by Ramon will be
featured, as well as narrative readings and the
unveiling of the final mosiac in the assemblies
of empathy collection. Please join us for this
unique and special evening celebrating
conservation through the fine arts! The
event is free and no registration is
necessary. Ramon is donating 50% of all
sales of wall art to Mighty Acorns® and the other two charities he has chosen, Chicago Lights and
Hinsdale Humane Society, with an additional 25% given to North Central College's Fine Arts
Center. The Oesterle Library Gallery is located at 320 E School Street in Naperville.

The next regular Indian Prairie District 204 Board of Education meeting is at 7 pm on
Monday, December 11, 2017 at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora. Meeting
agendas and documents will be available online prior to the meeting. Video of the regular meeting can
be streamed live or viewed the following day at YouTube.

The Naperville Park District will host the 2018 Playground Equipment Selection Open House
on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 in Multipurpose Room 4 of the Fort Hill Activity Center (4:00 – 6:00
p.m.). The neighborhood parks slated for Naperville Park District
Playground Renovations projects in 2018 as showcased at the August 10,
2017 Capital Projects Open House event include:
 Century Farms Park
 Farmington Park
 Pembroke Park
 University Heights Park
 Yorkshire Manor Park

Save the date for the 2018 DuPage Environmental Summit, Thursday, January 25th, 2018, 8
AM to Noon at the Naperville Campus (Diehl Road) of Northern Illinois University. The Summit will be
centered on the theme of how spending time in Nature is good for our mental, physical and spiritual
health. Our exhibits area will open at 7:30 a.m. and will feature organizations focusing on the benefits
of nature to human health. The DuPage Environmental Summit is free and open to the public.
Registration for the Summit will open in December. For more details go to
http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/event.php?EventID=125
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News from Naper Settlement
www.napersettlement.museum
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, Illinois 60540

(630) 420-6010
(630) 305-5255-fax
Naper Settlement is a nationally-accredited, award-winning outdoor history museum set on 12
magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville at 523 S. Webster St., Naperville, IL. Our grounds are
where history comes to play and community comes to connect. The Winter Season: runs from
November through March and the Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10:00 am-4:00 pm, Closed on Sunday,
Monday and Saturday. The interior of the Visitor Center is open year-round, where you will find
changing exhibit galleries, our award-winning "Brushstrokes of the Past" exhibit, and the tavern. The
village building interiors are closed to the public during the winter season. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
-0The Naperville Heritage Society, administrator of Naper Settlement, has been awarded a
$10,000 grant from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to support its
exhibit Community Reflections through the Lens of Wing Young Huie, a project that will feature a
photography exhibit and lecture by noted
author, artist and lecturer Wing Young
Huie. This exhibit will reflect Naperville’s
changing demographics during the late
20th and early 21st centuries, and will
explore and recognize the vitality of the
City’s growing Asian community.
For over 30 years, Minnesota artist, Wing Young Huie, has used photography to capture the complex
cultural realities of American Society and explore identity, often using themes of immigration, race, and
religion in diverse communities. In November, Wing Young Huie will spend a week photographing
Naperville residents who are part of the city’s Asian community. Wing will also present a lecture to talk
about his artistic process and share how his photographs give voice to individuals and map the
cultural context of the nation’s Asian communities.
Wing Young Huie’s current project is Chinese-ness a four-year project that will be published by the
Minnesota Historical Society Press in fall 2018. The project provides photographic answers to such
questions as: Is Chinese identity personal, cultural, national, political and/or imposed? Wing is “excited
to photograph the Asian Diaspora in the Naperville area," and continue his life-long exploration of “how
Asian-ness and American-ness intertwine and collide.”
“Wing is the perfect artist to document Naperville’s residents at this moment in time,” said Naper
Settlement’s Vice President for Community and Engagement and Audience, Donna Sack. “Each
portrait will include artifacts of special significance to the holder, which makes such timeless
connection to how Naper Settlement exhibits the community’s collections from past and present
Napervillians. The team at Naper Settlement is excited to be working with him on this artist-curated
public exhibition. ”
Making up 20% of Naperville residents, the Asian community is the fastest growing ethnic population
in the City. This population shift began with Naperville’s emergence in the 1960s and 1970s, as what
some scholars have referred to as a “technoburb.” Local company’s recruited Indian and Chinese
engineers, scientists, IT specialists, lab technicians and medical researchers, among other highly
qualified and educated employees. This shift in racial diversity, plus the creation of the technical
corridor along Interstate 88, transformed Naperville from the small farming community west of Chicago
into a technoburb.
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Nancy Chen and her family moved to Naperville in the early 1970s, when her husband William took a
position at Argonne National Laboratory. She has memories of hosting all of Naperville’s 10 Chinese
families in her home to celebrate the Chinese New Year. Now, she says, “It would take a banquet hall
to fit everyone! This project means a lot to me. I look forward to working with Naper Settlement on this
exciting and meaningful endeavor.”
Anurag Tandon moved his family from Michigan to Naperville in 2010 with his wife Shikha Tandon,
and their twins, Shania and Rianna. Their grandfather, Amir Chand Tandon, who was born in India
and immigrated to the United States, often visits and spends the summer with the family in Naperville.
The Tandons are looking forward to sharing their family story, which will include an oral history
component along with the entire family sitting for Wing’s photograph.
“I was born in the United States, and my daughters are 2 nd generation Americans,” said Tandon. “My
father went to college here in the Midwest and made a wonderful life for our family and future
generations. My girls are excited about their upcoming trip to Naper Settlement to participate in the
Living History program.”
“This is the beauty of getting to share Naperville’s history,” said Sack. “You get to meet so many
wonderful people who have dynamic stories that link our present to our past and our past to our
present. I cannot wait for the Tandon girls to be part of another generation of fourth grade students
that visit the museum.”
Naper Settlement’s staff, skilled in community stories, public engagement, exhibitions and history, will
partner collaboratively with Wing by identifying photography subjects, handling photo-shoot logistics
and working with him on the photography exhibition. There will be an open-call photography day held
on Saturday, November 18. Check back soon for more information on the Naper Settlement website.
This project is part of Naper Settlement’s Naperville Memory Project Asian Collecting Initiative. This
NEA grant compliments a grant received by the Naperville Heritage Society earlier this year from the
National Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the Human Endeavor for Embracing Community
Change: Naperville’s Contemporary Immigrant Story. Both grants help the museum’s initiative in
collecting and preserving the history of Naperville’s 20th and 21st century Asian communities.
-0December Events at Naper Settlement
Home for the Holidays: Christmas in the Fabulous 1950s Exhibit - Explore mid-century modern
traditions and fun fads in Naper Settlement’s holiday-themed, post-World War II exhibit, Home for the
Holidays: Christmas in the Fabulous 1950s. This temporary exhibit highlights a time when the U.S.
government began tracking Santa Claus’ sleigh via radar, aluminum trees were the latest trend, and
Napervillians started to enthusiastically adorn their homes with plastic decorations. This exhibit is
located at 523 S. Webster St. Naperville and will be on view through Dec. 24. The exhibit will be open
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The exhibit will also be open and free during
Christkindlmarket hours, but will close one hour prior to the market closing. Please see below for
Christkindlmarket
hours.
Underwritten
by
Ronald
&
Claudia
Stenger.
Visit
www.NaperSettlement.org/holiday for more information.
History Speaks Lecture Series: An Old-Fashioned Christmas - Historian and author Rochelle
Pennington invites audiences to take a nostalgic glance back to bygone Christmases between 1930
and 1960 at Naper Settlement’s History Speaks Lecture Series: An Old-Fashioned Christmas on Dec.
10 from 4 to 5 p.m. in the Meeting House. Visitors will learn about a time when holiday feasts were
prepared from canned jars and holiday shopping began with a Sears & Roebuck catalog. Pennington’s
program, filled with humor and historic trivia, will also feature items from her antique toy collection.
Admission is $10 for adults and $9 for youth (4-12) and students. Admission for members is $8 for
adults and $7 for youth. Reservations are recommended. For more information, visit
www.NaperSettlement.org.
Naper Lights - Stroll the museum grounds and experience a magical holiday lights celebration! Naper
Lights, presented by The Sunrise Rotary Club of Naperville, will be open Thursdays from 4 to 7 p.m.,
Fridays and Saturdays from 4 to 9 p.m. and Sundays from 4 to 6 p.m. through December 17. Guests
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will also be able to enjoy Naper Lights from Dec. 18-23 Sunday through Thursday from 4 p.m. to 8
p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. The lights will be viewable from outside of Naper
Settlement from Dec. 24-26. Admission is free. Visit www.naperlights.com.
Christkindlmarket - The Christkindlmarket Naperville brings a cherished German and European
tradition with international flair and local charm to Naperville.
Experience an outdoor German holiday season market with all of
the sights, sounds and magic as well as delicious smells and treats,
wonderful handmade ornaments and gifts. Christkindlmarket
Naperville will be open Thursdays through Sundays, through
December 17, on Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Fridays and
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Christkindlmarket will also be open Monday through Thursday,
Dec. 18-21 from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday through Saturday, Dec.
22-23 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 24 from 11 a.m. to
4
p.m.
Admission
is
free.
Learn
more
at www.christkindlmarket.com/naperville.
Santa @ the Settlement - Get in the spirit this holiday season by
visiting Mr. and Mrs. Claus at Santa @ the Settlement taking place
on Saturdays, Dec. 2, 9 and 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Visitors will
be able to share their wishes in their letter to Santa, craft two
ornaments in Santa’s Workshop and prepare a magical treat for
Santa’s reindeer in the Reindeer Food Factory. Be sure to visit
Mrs. Claus’ Bakery to help her decorate cookies, and then gather around for story time Bring your
cameras for a special photo with Santa. Admission is $15 per person and $13 per member. Children
under 1 year old are free. Registration is required. Tickets for members are available now. Tickets for
the general public open Oct. 16. For more information, visit www.NaperSettlement.org or call
630.420.6010.
.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Sign up for e-news by
visiting their homepage at www.napervilleparks.org
-0The Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners final regular meeting for the year will be
Thursday, December 14, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive, in
the multipurpose room, first floor.
-0The 2018 Winter Program Guide was delivered to Naperville Park District
resident mailboxes beginning November 27. The virtual
version is available here. Program Guides also may be
picked up at:
• Naperville Park District Administration Building, 320 W.
Jackson Ave.
• 95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th Street, 2nd and 3rd
floors
• Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W.
Jackson Ave.
• Fort Hill Activity Center, 20 Fort Hill Dr.
• Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Rd.
• Naperbrook Golf Course, 22204 W. 111th St./Hassert Blvd.
• Springbrook Golf Course, 2220 W. 83rd St.
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• Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd.
• Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.
• Ninety-fifth Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr.
• Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St., Main Level
Registration Dates to Remember
Submission of registration forms begins upon your receipt of the 2018 Winter Program Guide.
Monday, December 4 Resident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input registration for all programs
other than spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier Soccer League begins at 8:30 a.m.
Thursday, December 7 Nonresident online, phone-in, walk-in and form input registration for all
programs other than spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier Soccer League begins at 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 12 Resident online and form input registration for girls’ spring Naperville Youth
Soccer and Premier Soccer League begins at noon.
Wednesday, December 13 Resident online and form input registration for boys’ spring Naperville
Youth Soccer and Premier Soccer League begins at noon.
Thursday, December 14 Resident and nonresident phone-in and walk-in, nonresident online and
form input registration for girls’ and boys’ spring Naperville Youth Soccer and Premier Soccer League
begins at noon.
-0Each year the Naperville Park District partners with AARP to offer area seniors free income tax
preparation assistance at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center between February and
April. Persons interested in volunteering to help with this program are invited to investigate the AARP
Foundation’s Tax-Aide program that is co-sponsored by the Internal Revenue Service.
Visit www.aarp.org/giving-back to locate the relevant information; scroll down to AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide and click on the link to view details about the program. From there, scroll down and click on
the gold-colored box,” Become a Volunteer,” to access the application. Volunteers become certified as
tax preparation counselors by studying the IRS-prepared materials, learning to use the computerbased e-filing system and attending classes during the third week in January, 2018. They must pass
open-book tests annually in order to be certified as Tax-Aide preparers. Please
visit www.aarp.org/taxaide for more information on becoming a 2018 Tax-Aide volunteer and to
register for upcoming training classes. Those who need assistance navigating the website may call
Phoebe Bickhaus, AARP Coordinator for District 25, at 630-357-7355.
After completing the required information online, prospective volunteers will be contacted by a
representative from AARP who will provide details regarding the upcoming training class and will
answer questions regarding the program.
The Naperville Park District’s Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center will serve as a tax assistance
location in 2018 with appointments available on Mondays and Wednesdays from early February
through early April. Taxpayers need not be members of AARP to take advantage of the services
provided by the free program.
-0From the Desk of Naperville Park District Executive Director Ray McGury
Dear Friend of the Naperville Park District:
Environmental stewardship is one of our organization’s core values. I believe
we demonstrate this every day, but also specifically through key initiatives that
we have undertaken, particularly in the past 10+ years. It’s ongoing things like
implementing recycling across parks and facilities and more specialized efforts
like holiday lights recycling. It’s also apparent with the conservation elements at
locations like the Knoch Knolls Nature Center and Fort Hill Activity Center and
solar panels at Nike Sports Complex. And, it includes the tremendously thoughtful and hard work
accomplished by our employee-led Green Team, which has been active since 2009. It is through each
of these visible examples that District staff and board show their commitment to good stewardship. In
addition, the District has grown its sustainability practices through less well-known initiatives like our
staff’s experimenting with natural alternatives to weed control at Knoch Park as far back as 2004.
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At the beginning of the summer, the District’s park maintenance practices were challenged by the
resident group, Non-Toxic Naperville. Their concerns stemmed from the District’s sporadic and
controlled use of the commonly known product, Roundup, particularly around playground areas. The
District heard and understood the group’s concerns and immediately suspended the use of Roundup
in these areas. At that time, staff also began a three-month review of park maintenance practices, an
evaluation of organic alternatives and the development of a new process that will guide the District in
expanding and evaluating the use of organic products as part of our commitment to doing the right
thing for our community.
In late September, the District committed to growing our scope of parks maintained using organic
products from one location (Knoch Park) to eight. The other seven locations include: College Park,
Columbia Commons, Cress Creek Park, Crestview Knoll, Dorothea Weigand Riverfront Park, Kingshill
Park and Kroehler Park. These parks, which are located in different areas across the community, were
selected for their varying amenities. The goal is for residents to have a choice of several different
parks that will be maintained using only non-synthetic products. These locations will be monitored for
the next two years and samples will be taken to measure the soil’s health, which impacts turf and
foliage growth. Additionally, the District has committed to continue with its decision made earlier in the
summer to use only organic products within, and in the immediate vicinity of, playgrounds.
So, why did we decide to take this bigger step now? Through our staff’s continuous research and
organic product trials we have learned about newer, more effective alternatives for maintaining natural
turf and park spaces, which are now available in larger quantities that our staff can work with
efficiently. These alternatives also are more economical from a cost perspective. All of those things
combined, the time is right for the District to increase its scope in this regard, and it’s something that
we’re pleased and proud to do.
As always, the Park District encourages residents to get involved in caring for the environment, not
only at home, but also throughout our community. A great way to do this is to join your neighbors in
volunteering in our parks to help maintain natural areas, mulch trails and more. Look for volunteer
opportunities during Earth Week Naperville in the spring and all year long.
Wishing you a healthy, happy holiday season!
Sincerely,
Ray McGury
Executive Director
Naperville Park District
-0Now in its 16th year, Santa House is a favorite tradition in downtown Naperville, where the pavilion at
the corner of Jackson Ave. and Webster Street is magically transformed into Santa’s Naperville
headquarters, hosting visiting hours with Santa for children and families.
Santa House opens to the public on Friday, December
1. Weekend hours of operation for Santa House are
Fridays 4:00-8:00 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays
12:00-6:00 p.m. through Dec. 23. Santa House also
will be open from 4:00-8:00 p.m. on Tues., Dec. 19,
Wed., Dec. 20 and Thurs., Dec. 21.
The Park District will host special evenings at Santa
House by reservation only, including: Special Needs
Nights, in partnership with WDSRA on Dec. 4-6 and
Dec. 14, Pet Night on Dec. 11 and Military and First
Responders Night on Dec. 12. Pet Night and Military
and First Responders Night are completely booked; reservations for Special Needs Nights may be
made online at http://www.napervilleparks.org/santahouse.
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Admission to Santa House is free, with the option of purchasing photos with Santa for $8 each or two
for $15. Santa House is made possible by community volunteers and sponsors, including presenting
sponsor Woody Buick GMC and event sponsors: Rocket Ice, Buffalo Wild Wings, Living Well Dental,
elisa and lynne homes, Shotokan Karate, Pump It Up, Dark Horse Pastries, 2 Toots Grill, 1 Vet at a
Time, Prairie Path Foot and Ankle Centers, College Nannies and Tutors, Coldwell Banker - The Real
Estate Group Naperville, Houlihan’s, Layer 3 TV, DeEtta’s Bakery and Dog Patch Pet and Feed.
Volunteer positions are still open for Santa House and other holiday
events. For more information or to volunteer, check the volunteer page
at http://www.napervilleparks.org/volunteer-with-the-naperville-parkdistrict .
-0Members of the Naperville Park District Police invite the community to
contribute new, unwrapped toys for the 2017 DuPage County Toys for
Tots program, hosted by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. Toys will be
collected at various locations now through Saturday, Dec. 16.
Collection sites are:
 Park District Administration Building, located at 320 W. Jackson
Ave. Hours of operations are: Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 Central Maintenance Facility, located at 427 Martin Avenue. Hours of operations
are: Monday-Friday, 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
 Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of operation
are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday,
5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., Saturday, 6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
 95th Street Center, located at 2244 W. 95 th St. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 Knoch Knolls Nature Center, located at 320 Knoch Knolls Rd. Hours of operation through
November are: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. and
Sunday 11:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. Please note that the Nature Center will be closed on Sundays in
December, January and February.
 Santa House, presented by Woody Buick GMC, located at the corner of Jackson Avenue and
Webster Street on the Naperville Riverwalk. Toys may be dropped off at Santa House for Toys
for Tots Dec. 1 through Dec. 16.
Toys for Tots accepts only new, unwrapped toys. Please do not donate stuffed animals or toy
weapons.

Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are available 24 hours a day at all buildings.
Materials may also be renewed by calling 630.961.0460. The Library Catalog, http://www.napervillelib.org is available 24/7 for you to download or renew materials. Remember, the 95th Street and
Nichols Library buildings are now open from 1 PM until 9 PM on Sundays.
-0The Library has quiet rooms for you to use as a quiet place to work or study. Small rooms are
available on a first-come, first-served basis to groups and individuals. Sign-in for room use may be
required. The person who signs for the room is responsible for the condition of the room upon
vacating. Misuse of the rooms may result in the loss of room privileges.
Small Rooms are:
 First-come, first-served basis
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 No fee
 For individuals or small groups
 Limited period of time
There is a one-hour per use time limit on the small rooms when others are waiting for a room. Library
staff may extend time when no one is waiting for a room. Each small room has a capacity limit which is
posted for the room. The library reserves the right to limit the use of group study rooms to Naperville
Public Library cardholders as necessary.
Library staff may reserve a small room or rooms when administering an examination under the
provisions of Policy 252, Examination Proctoring, or to provide other library activities or services.
The library’s General Rules of Conduct, Policy 310, must be observed while using the small rooms.
-0Stay up to date on what is happening in a library near you with the Winter Program Guide. It’s
available on line at https://www.naperville-lib.org/sites/default/files/pdf/guide/NPL-WinterGuide2018.pdf
You can also check out the library calendar at https://napervillelib.evanced.info/signup/calendar?lib

Your next Homeowners Confederation meeting will be at 8
AM Saturday, December 16th in Naperville Municipal Center
Meeting Room B
Until then, keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com for
late-breaking news and information and check out our next
Newsletter which will be sent out on or about November 1st
Thanks for reading and please let us know what’s on your mind!

When you find us, make sure to like us!
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