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The NAHC newsletter is published monthly to provide the news and information Naperville homeowners need. We welcome and appreciate
your feedback and input. Send it, along with information for future newsletters, to Newsletter Editor Bob Fischer at rafischer1@aol.com.

Mixed Metaphors, Musings, and Miscellaneous Meanderings from the Editor…
Only in Illinois could we have a white Halloween and a green Christmas. My lawn seems to be greening
up again, and my lawnmower may be used for more than mulching leaves that stubbornly clung onto
the trees after yard waste (and bulk leaf collection) ended for the year. Meanwhile, I get to stare out the
windows at bare branches and think about what should be done before brush collection in the Spring.
2020 is shaping up to be a very interesting and busy year in Naperville. City staff, along with their
consultants, are busy compiling and finalizing reports on both the new Master Land Use policy as well
as attainable/affordable housing availability. While policy continues to be developed, Fifth Avenue
Project discussions continue and several significant new residential and commercial developments are
slated to come on line. Traffic congestion is going to only get worse as the initial phases of the Downtown
Washington Street Bridge replacement get underway, so start planning your alternate routes now. On
March 17, we can go to the ballot box and weigh in on whether Naperville should allow recreational
marijuana sales within the City limits, while users cross Route 59 to buy in Aurora, look for a shop in
unincorporated Will County, or make potential purchases (and leave their tax money) in Warrenville.
Electric rates are slated to be cheaper, but the cost of water will increase, so maybe we’ll just break
even. Real Estate tax bills will (of course) increase as the School and Park districts are asking for more,
and despite their obsession with rates (versus levies) the City will get more (at least from me) thanks to
increased property values and reassessments. I plan to ask our state legislators about property taxes
at the January 18th Confederation meeting, and look forward to their answers, but realistically don’t
expect any solutions. I hope to see you there and look forward to hearing your concerns.
As a final note, the Confederation is in need of several energetic and exciting new board members;
social media skills would be appreciated. Over the past year, relocations and retirements have cost us
several long-time mainstays on our Board including Rick Strawbridge, Allen Panek, Kerry Malm, Erskine
Klyce and Tom Kodiak, all, whom are sorely missed, but the organization must move forward. If you are
interested in serving our neighbors and the Confederation, please reach out to our President, Steve
Grosskopf at sgrosskopf@gobieworld.com. Newsletter editor candidates are also welcomed since this
is #162 and I am now a septuagenarian.
On behalf of the Confederation Board, our best wishes to all off our neighbors, friends, and members
for a happy and healthy new year!
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The Next Confederation Meeting Is January 18
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC meeting will be Saturday morning, January 18th at 8:00 AM
in Naperville Municipal Center Meeting Room B, 400 S. Eagle Street. This month’s meeting will
feature a panel discussion of area state legislators addressing the upcoming year in Springfield.
Confederation Past President and meeting moderator Bob Fischer will ask the assembled elected
officials questions relevant to residents and homeowners, as well as facilitate interaction between the
panel and the audience. The meeting will begin at 8:30 AM in Lower Level Meeting Room B of the
Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle Street, and is scheduled to end promptly at 10 AM. Coffee
and networking, beginning at 8 AM, will precede the panel discussion and provide an opportunity for
one on one time with our invited guests. Further information, including confirmed participants, will be
available at www.napervillehomeowners.com.
Watch www.napervillehomeowners,.com for updates and additional information as we finalize our plans.
Also, mark your calendars for these upcoming meetings:
• February 15 – Development in Naperville – A Forum for Residents
• March 21- HOA Engagement, Increasing Member Involvement and Understanding
• April 18 – City Council “Off the Dais”

Your Support Is Greatly Appreciated
We have resumed sending dues invoices to our members and hope that you will respond with your
support. Remember, ongoing community support allows us to:
• Serve as an advocate for and a voice of the people who call the Naperville area their home;
• Create an awareness of residents' needs through relationships at all levels of government national, state, city, counties, townships, school and park districts;
• Support member associations with organizational and program needs - facilitating interchange
of ideas, resources, and information between and among homeowners associations;
• Build, through a cooperative effort, a community dedicated to the enhancement of our property;
• Provide, through regular meetings, special events such as candidate and issue forums, our
newsletter and website, a forum for homeowner concerns and interests.
To reduce the overhead associated with dues collection, and to provide financial certainty (and a bonus)
to our loyal members, the Confederation Board established a dues pre-payment option. Members can
opt to buy in at the annual rate ($30 for association, $10 for individual members), or they can lock in
their membership for three years, with the payment for the third year discounted by 50% (a total cost of
$75 for associations, $25 for individuals). Dues checks can be sent to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you did not receive an invoice please email us at: mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
Additionally, YOUR CONTACT INFO IS NEEDED! The NAHC maintains an updated contact list of
homeowner associations within the area to better serve both our member and non-member
constituencies. We serve as a contact middleman so entities like the City of Naperville and Naperville
Park District can directly reach out to your association with updates, information, and special requests.
If you are reading this newsletter, you already know the NAHC is an unmatched resource for local news,
announcements and notices of interest to area homeowners, but, in addition, we are frequently called
upon to be a link between homeowners and government units, as well as developers and realtors with
whom we enjoy close relations. Please send the names and preferred contact information for your
associations’ officers! This information is kept confidential and not publicly shared with the eventual
users as we typically forward their information to you. Please send your information to the Confederation
at naperahc@gmail.com.
Thanks for your support!
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Naperville Development Update
Wondering about new developments? The Confederation regularly meets with City Staff to review
projects in progress around our community. We recently received this update.
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Fifth Avenue Redevelopment Update
While the Confederation does not have a formal position on this project, we are represented on the
Steering Committee and continue to track, analyze, and report on the progress being made. Input on
this project from our members, is welcomed and a
discussion is typically held at our General Membership
meetings.
At its Nov. 5 meeting, the City Council voted to conduct
a future workshop on the 5th Avenue Project to discuss
how to move the project forward. At the workshop,
Council indicated that they will discuss goals and
objectives for the project, look at specific changes that
should be made to prior concepts presented by Ryan Companies, consider all resident input to date,
and work toward setting parameters for a future baseline concept.
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This vote came following more than 30 members of the public discussing the project’s efforts to date
and Council discussing their preferred course of action. Video of the meeting is available to view here.
As this is being written, the workshop, expected to be held in January, has not been scheduled.
Meanwhile, small group efforts are underway in an attempt to develop a consensus, but it appears a
middle ground may be elusive. As anticipated, issues revolve around height, density, traffic, land use,
and so on. The locations of parking, green space, and other land uses remain somewhat fluid as
solutions are explored that will help address the issues foreseen by many residents, while still providing
a sufficient investment return to enable construction.
As development would probably require the sale of city owned land to a private developer, any ultimate
decision reached by Council will require more than a simple majority of the dais to move forward.
Updated status, including the date of the workshop, if and when scheduled, can be found at
https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-in-naperville/fifth-avenue-redevelopment/.
The Confederation will continue to monitor the status of the development planning and report on
progress, or lack thereof, within this newsletter

Sponsors Needed for Our Upcoming Meetings
Would your business or organization like to communicate with homeowners? Consider
becoming an NAHC monthly meeting sponsor!
Each month, September through May, the Confederation presents an informative and interactive
meeting on topics relevant to area residents and neighborhoods, and an integral part of these meetings
is the coffee and networking time prior to the meeting.
To make our networking time memorable, we invite area organizations and
businesses to provide the “coffee and…” in exchange for an opportunity to present
their message to members present, as well as readers of our newsletter and social
media posts. Sponsors are provided with table space for food, drink and to display
products and literature. For the month of the meeting, our newsletter includes the
Sponsor's logo and an "elevator speech" describing the sponsor's business or
services. Our website and social media posts provide shout outs to the sponsor beyond
the provided 3 minutes to talk about their product/organization/company at the meeting.
The sponsor is asked to provide food and drink, such as pastries, fruit, juice, coffee, etc. for up to 40
attendees. The sponsor is responsible for Set Up and Clean Up of the refreshment area; we also ask
that they provide all paper & plastic products (cups, plates, napkins, utensils, etc.); and consider fronting
the $30 Room Rental required by the City of Naperville. For questions or to sponsor an upcoming
meeting, contact us at naperahc@gmail.com. We look forward to introducing you to our neighbors!

Affordable housing: Finding solutions should be ‘deeply local’
by Kiara Candelaria
Editor’s note: Affordable housing is both one of the most critical, and often misunderstood terms
bantered around communities. We’re sharing this article, written by CAI’s associate editor for print and
digital publications, in the interest of furthering a constructive dialogue on this important topic
Development patterns in cities, towns, and neighborhoods across North America have focused on
building infrastructure as an indicator of growth without considering how it impacts long-term financial
resilience and access to affordable housing options, says engineer and land use planner Chuck Marohn.
Affordable housing in the U.S. is frequently discussed as an issue of steep property values limiting
access to homeownership. However, housing prices are influenced by a combination of factors,
5
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

including costs of raw materials, land, and construction, development codes, and interest rates, notes
Marohn, founder and president of Strong Towns, a nonprofit that supports better development models
across the U.S. and Canada.
Marohn adds that the conversation and media coverage around housing affordability is dominated by
major urban centers such as San Francisco, New York City, and Washington, D.C. Little attention is
given to rural areas, where incomes often are not high enough for residents to afford homes.
“It is very different in different places, and I think sometimes one conversation tends to dominate
because it’s the lived experience of the people who are writing the stories, but it’s very out of touch,” he
explains. “The lived experience of over half of Americans is not affordable housing as runaway prices,
it’s affordable housing as wages are not keeping up.”
Local housing markets demand solutions that fit their needs. Marohn believes builders have an
opportunity to develop housing that can cause prices to
fall more in line with incomes. Accessory dwelling units,
at least in urban and suburban areas, could be one
such solution.
“Accessory dwelling units meet a niche in the market
right now that is dramatically underserved,” says
Marohn. “Every city that aggressively builds accessory
dwelling units will benefit from that over the long term.”
Breaking with current housing patterns may fall to millennials, baby boomers, and retirees who are
increasingly drawn to communities that are walkable, accessible to downtown areas, and have more
downsized housing options that fit their budget constraints.
“When we can build on smaller footprints, and we can build in ways that from a single site are going to
be more efficient, not only do you lower your cost, but you can get a much higher return per square foot
of development, essentially a quality over quantity kind of conversation,” says Marohn.
Marohn believes that addressing affordable housing should ultimately be “a deeply local conversation,”
one where community associations can become involved by serving as conduits between their
neighborhoods and city officials. “They have to be the partner with the local government and really
strengthen that two-way communication,” says Marohn.
CAI’s government and public affairs team is closely monitoring affordable housing initiatives to protect
the interests and integrity of the community association housing model.

A Safer Naper – A 20/20 Focus on Naperville PD’s Programs
and Services
The start of a new year often brings with it resolutions to change, to do better or to reinvent oneself in
the 12 months ahead. At the Naperville Police
Department, we welcome change and continuously
encourage our staff to embrace innovative ways to
enhance or increase the efficiency of the services we
provide to the community.
It is important to remember, however, that progress is most successful when there is a strong foundation
to support the change. We have spent decades building a solid foundation of programs and services to
meet the various needs of our community, and we intend to use our monthly Safer Naper program in
2020 to reintroduce these existing programs to the community.
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In January, we start with the Connect for Life program, which was launched in 2016 in response to the
nationwide opioid epidemic. Through this program, we use our network of partners to assist individuals
and their families struggling with addiction (any addiction, not just opioids) get immediately connected
to treatment or other
support services. This service is offered to anyone with a
desire to seek help for their substance use,
regardless of their ability to pay or insurance status.
Anyone who contacts the Naperville Police
Department, either in person at 1350 Aurora Ave. or
by phone at (630) 420-6666, and asks for help with
their addiction is immediately screened into the
Connect for Life initiative by a licensed mental
health professional. Additional support is also provided by recovery coaches, who guide the participant
through the treatment and recovery process. We will even dispose of drugs and paraphernalia for
Connect for Life participants without criminally charging the individual for possessing and turning in
these items. Any outstanding warrants, however, must be quashed prior to obtaining services.
So, if you or someone you love is resolving change, to do better and to beat your addiction in the new
year, start by learning more about the Connect for Life program at www.naperville.il.us/connectforlife.
We encourage you to keep up with the 2020 Safer Naper campaign online
(www.naperville.il.us/asafernaper), on Facebook (www.facebook.com/napervillepd) and on Twitter
(www.twitter.com/napervillepd) to learn more about our existing programs and services.

CAI News
CAI is a non-profit dedicated to building better communities through
education, networking, and legislative efforts. Your Confederation Board
joined CAI to have improved access to their offerings and insights, as
well as to share them with our members. Learn more at www.caiillinois.org. You can also Follow CAI Illinois on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter. In 2020, CAI is
preparing to share their "vision" of excellence in community associations with the homeowners/board
members, community association managers, and business partners
that CAI is proud to count among its 1500+ members. As they look
forward to events in 2020, mark your calendar to join them!
Registration is now open for CAI ‘s Conference & Expo on February
21, 2020 at the Donald E. Stevens Convention Center in Rosemont..
Join more than 1,500 industry professionals and homeowner
volunteer leaders – along with over 200 exhibitors – for the most comprehensive 1-day event for
community associations in the state of Illinois!
This year’s CAI-IL Condo–HOA Conference & Expo will give you “2020 Vision” and offer education
sessions on legal updates, innovative trends, hot topics, and industry best practices, as well as
opportunities to share, learn, network, and discuss challenges and solutions. Information about the show
can be found at https://www.cai-illinois.org/event/il-condo-hoa-conference-expo-2020/. You can Click
here for Exhibitor Registration or Click here for Attendee Registration
UPCOMING HOA Education Opportunities:
Essentials of Community Association Management for Volunteer Leaders (DCAL). CAI Chapter
Office, 1821 Walden Office Square, Suite 100, Schaumburg, Illinois, 60173. View Event Summary, View
Event Agenda. Registration Deadline Thursday, January 16, 2020
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Important Message to the Community
A letter was transmitted to the community in mid-December by the Police Chiefs of Aurora and Naperville, the
State’s Attorneys of DuPage and Will County, and the Superintendents of School Districts 203 and 204.
Recognizing that this message, directed to parents, may not have been seen by the larger community, the
Confederation is sharing portions of that message and urges our neighbors, whether parents or not, to take this
message to heart, and, as responsible members of the community, assume the responsibilities spelled out below.

To the Aurora and Naperville Communities:
As leaders in the cities of Aurora and Naperville, we take our responsibility for the safety of our
communities very seriously. As part of this obligation, we feel the need to start an open dialogue with
parents and students about threats of violence against our schools.
The topic of school threats has lately been widely reported in our area, and our agencies continue to
investigate threats at all levels–from elementary through high school. This is an unfortunate, yet very
real, concern for us all. What was once viewed as a prank to get a day off from school has now created
an ongoing sense of fear within our communities, caused us to divert substantial resources in
investigating these threats, and eroded parents’ and students’ confidence in their schools being safe
environments.
This must stop.
We are writing this because we need your support. We ask that you take a moment to discuss the topic
of school threats with your child in an age-appropriate way and pledge as a family to both report threats
to proper authorities and refrain from sharing rumored threats and unverified information with others.
Start an Open Dialogue
We encourage parents to have open and honest conversations with their children about the seriousness
of making threats against an individual or a school community. Children need to understand that there
is no such thing as “joking” about bringing a weapon to school, initiating violence against another, or
causing general chaos.
As the agencies responsible for the safety of our schools, Aurora and Naperville police departments will
continue to thoroughly investigate any threats, the DuPage and Will county state’s attorneys’ offices will
aggressively pursue legal action against perpetrators, and School Districts 203 and 204 will invoke
severe discipline, up to and including expulsion.
Report Threats of Violence
Every member of a school community is responsible for its safety. We encourage everyone to “See
Something, Say Something, Do Something” and ask anyone with information about a threat of violence
to bring it to the attention of school administrators and law enforcement.
You may be wondering what constitutes a threat. A threat is any expression of intent to harm another.
Threats can be spoken, written, communicated using technology, or expressed in other means, such as
gestures or body language. Threats can be made directly to the intended victim, communicated to third
parties or expressed in ways ranging from verbal threats on phones, writing on public property, in notes,
on social media or over text messaging.
Fact Check Before Sharing Rumors
We understand how unsettling it is to think that the safety of your child or your school community is
threatened. However, as seen in recent weeks, spreading rumored or unverified information has the
potential to cause great confusion and anxiety.
We strongly encourage parents and students alike to refrain from posting or sharing rumors about
threats of violence on social media. Instead, fact check before forwarding or responding to rumors on
social media. This can be done by calling your school’s office or your local police department’s
nonemergency number to ask if they are aware of a rumored threat of violence. We may be limited in
what we can say while an investigation is ongoing, but we ask for your trust that our agencies are doing
everything in our power to keep our students, staff, and school communities safe.
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We are hopeful that by working together, we can reduce the frequency of threats against our
schools, calm general anxiety about school safety, and refocus community dialogue on more positive
topics, like the growth and education of our students.

City Launches Online Electric Utility Dashboard
When the original business case for Smart meters in Naperville was developed well over a decade ago,
one of the key financial benefits outlined was the ability for consumers to utilize the data available from
the meters to better manage, and potentially lower their utility bills.
While the “time of day”
pricing envisioned for residential customers, which would
create
tangible
financial benefits from load shifting, has not been
implemented,
the
City has recently announced the ability for consumers to
access historical data
from their accounts through Empower, a free, secure online
dashboard that
lets Naperville’s residential and commercial electric
customers view their energy usage data.
Developed by Naperville’s Electric Utility, Empower displays a
customer’s energy usage using a dashboard-style concept.
Customers can see at-a-glance the days and times they use the
most energy through charts available in yearly, monthly, weekly, or daily
formats. Additional features like daily temperature lets customers compare their usage to external
factors, and for those customers who may have multiple meters or locations, all can be accessed within
one Empower account. Smart meter customers’ Empower accounts display a customer’s energy usage
in as frequently as 15-minute intervals, with the newest available usage information approximately 24
hours old; wired meter customers can access information with an approximate one month delay.
“Empower truly puts power in the hands of the customers we serve,” said Electric Utility Director Lucy
Podlesny. “Now, rather than waiting for a monthly bill, our customers can go online at any time and see
how and when they’ve used electricity. With that knowledge, they can choose to make energy-saving
changes, which is great for their home or business and for the environment.”
Empower’s electric usage data is generated by a customer’s electric meter with a 24-hour delay. A
maximum of three years’ worth of back data will be available upon enrolling in Empower, provided an
individual or business has been a Naperville Electric Utility customer for those three years. Because
Empower was developed separately from Naperville’s utility billing system, energy usage costs will not
be available through the dashboard. At this time, only electric usage can be viewed through Empower.
Empower’s data comes from a secure, integrated system of electric meters, communication networks,
and data management systems, and the platform has gone through multiple high-level cybersecurity
reviews to ensure customer security.
To register for Empower, visit www.empowernaperville.com. Customers will need their account number
on their utility bill to register. For more information about Empower, including guides on how to enroll
and navigate the dashboard, visit www.naperville.il.us/empower.

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
It looks like it’s back to the drawing board for consultant Houseal Lavigne’s draft Master Land Use plan
after receiving comments from residents and staff following the plan’s unveiling in early December. The
plan’s first iteration proposed increasing the allowable use and density in a number of existing
neighborhoods and commercial areas. This created opposition in the -meeting feedback from the
community, where residents voiced concerns about traffic congestion and over-development. It also
reclassified some schools and parks as areas suitable for commercial/residential development.
9
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

Just because you live in an established neighborhood or subdivision, you can’t assume you can ignore
the plan. Your home, or your subdivision, could be slated for a different use in the future. The city is
clear that the plan, as adopted, will be used to “provide direction to those seeking to develop their land,
as well as the decision makers who decide whether requests should be approved.”
There will be a second public open house starting at 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 3, in Meeting Rooms A &
B of the Naperville Municipal Center. An updated draft plan will be available for download prior to the
meeting. Meanwhile, you can read more, and sign up for updates, at the project
webpage: https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-in-naperville/master-plan-update/ and you can
read
the
initial
draft
plan
here: https://www.naperville.il.us/contentassets/d717e29f099e40ae8693cdc7cc21ffa7/draftnaperville-comprehensive-plan---open-house.pdf
-0The Confederation proudly shares information from The Power of Choice, The Power of Choice is a
collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District
203 and 204 middle and high schools growing the number of
students making healthy choices regarding substance use. You
can vsit their Community Resource Guide for resources related
to after-school opportunities, community-based health,
community safety, domestic violence/sexual assault, human
services, LGBTQ, mental health, and volunteer opportunities for teens. Also look for monthly newsletters
geared to both middle school and high school parents on their website. This month’s messaging
includes:
Parents of Middle School/Jr. High School Students: In this issue of The Parent Post, middle school
edition, we are looking at the effects and risks of underage drinking and what we can do to help prevent
underage drinking. It is important for parents to be informed on these issues in order to help our teens
make informed decisions. Parents who know the effects of alcohol on teens are able to better
communicate to teens why they should stay away from underage alcohol use. Alcohol is the most widely
used substance among America’s teens and young adults, posing substantial health and safety risks.
Find ideas for fostering communication here: The Parent Post..
Our Family Story - It’s a new year! Grab a healthy snack, gather the family around the table and settle
in for a family chat using January’s PowerTalk for Families. This month’s chat about connection
here: PowerTalk. Connection is important for all humans; it gives us an essential sense of belonging.
As adolescents mature and become more independent, it may seem like they really don’t need (or want)
connection to family. However, research shows that adolescents with close ties to family and community
are more likely to have a sense of security that prevents them from being vulnerable to risky or unhealthy
behaviors.
Community Resource Guide - Visit the Community Resource Guide for resources
related to after-school opportunities, community-based health, community safety,
domestic violence/sexual assault, human services, LGBTQ, mental health, and
volunteer opportunities for teens.
The Power of Choice, a collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District 203 and 204 middle
and high schools growing the number of students making healthy choices regarding
substance use, is funded in whole or in part by the Illinois Department of Health
Services, Division of Substance Use Prevention and Recovery through a grant from
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
-0Dir you know you can enjoy the benefits of I-PASS when traveling beyond Illinois? You can use
I-PASS anywhere E-ZPass is accepted.* (*I-PASS is not accepted at airport parking lots nor any other
non-roadway facilities that accept E-ZPass.) I-PASS users do not need to register with E-ZPass, and
E-ZPass users do not need to register with I-PASS in order to use the other system. Make sure your
transponder is properly mounted and your account information is current. It may take up to 48 hours for
out-of-state roadways to update your I-PASS account.
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I-PASS is accepted on the Central Florida Expressway Authority's 118-mile toll road network in Metro
Orlando which includes downtown Orlando and surrounding communities. See a roadmap of where IPASS is accepted.
Currently, the Central Florida Expressway (CFX) is the only
toll operator in Florida that accepts I-PASS and E-ZPass. IPASS users that travel out of network and are unable to pay
with cash may receive toll-by-plate invoices from other
Florida tolling agencies.
*The Indiana Toll Road Concession Company (the
company that operates the Indiana Toll Road) and the Skyway Concession Company LLC (the company
that manages the Chicago Skyway) both pass on a 3-cent-per-transaction fee to all I-PASS customers
using the Indiana Toll Road and Chicago Skyway. The Indiana Toll Road Concession Company also
charges I-PASS customers $1.00 surcharge for improperly mounted transponders. The surcharge will
be added to the standard toll charge on your account statement. Learn how to mount your transponder
properly.
Commercial vehicles (including their trailers) that exceed four tires and two axles, and that are traveling
on E-ZPass roads, must exchange their I-PASS transponder for the compatible E-ZPass "blue"
transponder available at every Tollway Customer Service Center and at select Road Ranger outlets.
-0-.
The newly launched 360 Youth Services website includes new features and a new look with easier
navigation to make the life-changing services provided to youth in our area more easily accessible.
You'll see a new "Get Help" button at the top of each page where youth and
families in crisis can immediately connect to local or national resources like
crisis lines, suicide hotlines, and housing and counseling teams. There’s a
downloadable Community Resource Guide for parents, teachers and
community leaders. This comprehensive resource guide provides information
on the issues our youth are facing right now like vaping, substance use and
mental health.
This new site was created with their partners and supporters in mind. They
offer a variety of ways to support youth by donating, volunteering and becoming
an advocate. You'll be able to stay up to date on Operation Snowball,
substance use prevention initiatives like Power of Choice and the Community
Alliance for Prevention, as well as find a listing of their
professional counseling staff and learn about the housing programs provided
such as the Cornerstone Group Home for boys, and Men's, Women's and
LGBTQ+ Transitional Housing.
-0The
Illinois
Department
of
Transportation
reminds
travelers
to
visit
and
bookmark GettingAroundIllinois.com for continually updated information on road conditions.
Available on your computer and optimized for smartphones, the site includes the ability
to identify and zoom in to a location, travel route or destination on a state map. Road
conditions are recorded by plow drivers out in the field and relayed
to GettingAroundIllinois.com through a cloud-based system to provide a general
overview on IDOT-maintained highways.
The road conditions map averages more than 2 million visitors during snow-and-ice
season, featuring a color scheme of pinks and blues to differentiate from the red, yellow
and green of traffic congestion reporting as well as to increase accessibility for those who
have difficulty distinguishing colors.
-0The DuPage County Stormwater Management Committee is accepting grant proposals for
projects aimed at improving the quality of the County’s waterbodies. In its 21st year, the Water
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Quality Improvement Program (WQIP) grant awards funding for projects exhibiting a regional water
quality benefit, including restoration and green infrastructure projects.
Under the program, organizations and individuals, including Homeowner Associations, may apply for
reimbursement of up to 25 percent of construction costs for portions of projects that improve water
quality. During the grant’s tenure, DuPage County has awarded nearly $4 million to 62 projects such as
permeable paver parking lots, green roofs and native vegetation, with approximately $300,000 awarded
annually for these types of projects with co-benefits ranging from reduced localized flooding and
improved ecosystems to enhanced aesthetics in our communities.
The WQIP grant webpage also includes past projects and common water quality practices, as well as
guidance on applying for the WQIP grant. The application deadline is Jan. 10, 2020. To learn more and
download the application guide, visit www.dupageco.org/WQIPgrant.

Mark Your Calendar
•
For upcoming City of Naperville City Council, Board and Commission meetings go to
https://www.naperville.il.us/government/city-of-naperville-government-meeting-listing/
•
Naperville Community Unit District 203’s Board of Education next meeting is a Work Session
on Monday, January 6TH at 7 PM at the District 203
Administrative Center, 203 West Hillside Road, Naperville.
Board sessions are also streamed live via the internet and
recorded copies can be accessed on the “Meeting Dates,
Agendas and Minutes” page. The Board’s next Business Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January
21, 2019 at 7 PM, also at the Administrative Center. Business meetings are televised on Naperville
Community Television, Channel 17 via Comcast and WideOpenWest. They are aired on the first
Tuesday after the meeting. See the schedule for times on the NCTV website.
•
District 204 Preschool Tours - District 204's Prairie Children Preschool program offers early
childhood education for children ages three and four and is open to all District 204 residents, with the
main classrooms located on the first floor of the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora.
Preschool classes are 2.5 hours each day, Monday through Thursday. Tuition is $245 a month.
Upcoming tours of the preschool are scheduled for 9:30 am on January 9, January 23 and February 6.
Call 630-375-3030 to reserve your spot. Visit the preschool’s website for more information.
•
The next regular meeting of the Indian Prairie District 204 Board of Education will be Monday,
January 13th at 7 pm at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive,
Aurora. Meeting agendas and documents will be available online prior to
the meetings. Video of the regular meeting can be streamed live or
viewed the following day at YouTube. The Board is also scheduled to
meet on Monday, January 27, 2020 at 7:00 PM
•
The Next regular meeting of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees will be a special meeting
on Thursday, January 16th at the College of DuPage, 425 Fawell Boulevard, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. For
more information go to https://www.cod.edu/about/board_of_trustees/notices.aspx
•
The 2020 DuPage Environmental Summit, on Thursday, January 30, 2020, 7:30 A.M. – Noon,
is hosted by The Conservation Foundation. This free summit will explore what is happening with DuPage
County’s natural environment including water quality trends, restoring natural areas, adapting to climate
change and using sustainable technologies like community solar. Registration and exhibit area,
featuring SWM, begins at 7:30 a.m. It will be held at NIU Naperville (1120 E. Diehl Rd.).For more
information go to https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/event/is-climate-change-impactingdupage-county-dupage-environmental-summit-2020/
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•

360 Youth Services and the Downtown Naperville Alliance are excited to host the 5th Annual
Downtown Naperville Chocolate Walk on Saturday, February
8th from 12:00-5:00 pm. This fun event is sure to satisfy your
sweet tooth! Each participant will receive a tin for gathering
chocolate treats at participating shops, as well as a lanyard with
a map taking you on a tour of many wonderful Downtown
Naperville businesses. At each stop you will receive a chocolate
tasty treat to enjoy on the spot or to take home in your keepsake
tin. All proceeds will benefit 360 Youth Services programs for atrisk
youth.
For
tickets
and
more
information
go
to
https://www.cherryfish.com/event_dashboard.aspx?&EntityId=2&EntityTypeid=2&EventID=5004.

News from Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor museum set on 13 magnificent
acres in the heart of Naperville. The museum is home to thirty historical
structures dating back as early as the 1830s. Featuring exhibits, special
events, educational programming and more, Naper Settlement is where
history comes alive and the community comes to connect. For more
information, visit www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010. Winter Hours are in effect from
November 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020, Tuesday - Friday: 10 AM - 4 PM
Sunday, Monday, & Saturday: Closed. The interior of the Visitor Center is open year-round, where you
will find changing exhibit galleries, including the award-winning "Brushstrokes of the Past" exhibit, and
the tavern. The building interiors are closed to the public during the winter season. Explore Naper
Settlement's calendar of events to learn more about the museum's daily educational programs, events,
and more. . Admission is free for Naperville residents with proof of residency. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.

Here’s What’s Happening at Naper Settlement
HERstory Speaks Lecture Series: The World of Juliette Kinzie - Sunday, January 12 • 4–5 PM, NonMembers: $10/adult, $9/youth (4-12) and students. Members receive free admission
When Juliette Kinzie first visited Chicago in 1831, it was anything but a city. In the decades that followed,
not only did Juliette witness the city’s transition to an industrial center, but she was instrumental in its
development. Ann Durkin Keating, one of the foremost experts in
19th century Chicago, offers a moving portrait of a trailblazing and
complicated woman. This lecture will be held in Century Memorial
Chapel.
Wedding Showcase - Saturday, January 18 • 10 AM–3 PM,
Free admission
Recently engaged and planning your special day? The Wedding
Showcase is a great opportunity for busy couples to plan their
dream wedding. In the historic setting of the Pre-Emption House
and Century Memorial Chapel, enjoy one-on-one consultations with the best in the bridal business
including photographers, florists, ministers, musicians, bakers, caterers, and more!
HERstory Speaks Lecture Series: An Evening with Harriet Tubman - Sunday, February 9 • 4–5 PM,
Non-Members: $10/adult, $9/youth (4-12) and students, Members receive free admission
Kathryn Harris will present a first-person historical program as Harriet Tubman - the abolitionist,
humanitarian, and civil rights activist who guided enslaved people to freedom via the Underground
Railroad before the Civil War. Following her presentation as Tubman, Harris will answer questions from
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the audience about the program and historical interpretation. This lecture will be held in Century
Memorial Chapel.
School’s Out Day Camp: Edison, Newton, and You! - Monday, February 17 • 9 AM–3 PM,
$45/Camper
Explore how science and history come together in this hands-on camp! You will learn how wind power
works, go on a simple machine scavenger hunt in the historic buildings, see if you can keep your ice
cooler during the ice cube challenge, and build a simple circuit that illuminates a light bulb! Drop off
begins at 8:30 AM.
Naperville Plays! - Sunday, February 22 • 1–4PM, $12/Adult and Youth, $10/Senior (60+) Naper
Settlement and DuPage Children’s Museum members are free
Visitors will quadruple their fun in this partnership of programming with themed “Community Cares”
hands-on craft activities and storytelling provided by the DuPage Children’s Museum, Naper Settlement,
Knoch Knolls Nature Center, and the Naperville Public Library. Held offsite at the DuPage Children’s
Museum, 301 N. Washington St., Naperville, IL.
.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Registrations and rental
reservations are accepted at the following facilities: 95th Street Center, Alfred Rubin
Riverwalk Community Center, Fort Hill Activity Center, Knoch Knolls Nature Center.
Click here to Join the Naperville Park District's Email list and receive the latest news
and special offers.
At their December 12, 2019 meeting, the Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners voted
to adopt the 2020 Budget and appropriation ordinance.
The approved budget reflects the District’s commitment to providing excellent parks, facilities and
programs at a great value for the community while maintaining fiscal stewardship and will support capital
projects that help the District develop, expand and take care of parks and facilities to serve the
community. A major project that began in 2019 and will be completed in 2020 is the development of
Wolf’s Crossing Community Park in the southwest area of the city. A second initiative planned to be
completed in 2020 is the 95th Street Community Plaza at Frontier Sports Complex, just south of the
95th Street Library. In partnership with School District 203 the Park District will continue a multi-year
project to redevelop the athletic fields at Knoch Park. The 2020 operations budget will support the
District’s commitment to continuous improvement, including a plan to attract and retain both seasonal
and full-time staff in a competitive labor market. The District also will develop a plan to address
community indoor space needs, now that Fort Hill Activity Center has reached capacity in key program
areas and cannot be built out further.
-0The Naperville Park District offers opportunities to enjoy winter sports at a number of locations
throughout the community. Particularly considering the December warm up, the Park District must wait
for consistent cold and enough snow cover to open its outdoor skating areas and sled hills for the winter
sports season.
Sled hills will open when the ground is frozen with no grass visible and two or more inches of snow.
Rotary Hill (located at 443 Aurora Ave.) is a popular destination with lighting, allowing it to remain open
until 9:00 p.m. on weeknights and until 10:00 p.m. on weekends. The following hills are located in
neighborhood parks and close at dusk:
• Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Avenue
• Brook Crossings, 1015 95th Street
• Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Road
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•
•

Gartner Park, 524 W Gartner Road
May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Drive

Skating areas can open only after a period of extreme cold. A minimum of 72 hours of constant
temperatures of 15° or below is necessary before the ice-making process may begin. Weather and
conditions permitting, the skating season continues through February 15.
The Park District maintains winter skating rinks at five locations. The following ice rinks will be lighted
and open until 10:00 p.m. Lighting for the rinks is operated through a push-button system located on
the light poles at each rink.
• Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Ave.
• Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Rd.
• Commissioners Park, 3704 111th St.
The fourth and fifth rinks, located at Gartner Park at 524 Gartner Road and at Meadow Glens, located
at 1303 Muirhead Ave., are not lighted and close at dusk. The status of whether an ice rink is open or
closed for skating can be found at: www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations.
Hockey and broomball play is allowed only at the two boarded rinks at Centennial Park. A third rink at
Centennial Park is for free skating only. No pucks or sticks are allowed on free-skating areas.
Winter weather cancellation procedures. Naperville Park District may cancel programs and close
facilities based on snow, ice or extreme cold. If either Naperville Community Unit School District 203 or
Indian Prairie School District 204 is closed due to winter weather, all Naperville Park District programs
scheduled prior to 3:00 p.m. will be cancelled. The cancellation includes all scheduled classes, drop-in
programs, Fort Hill Activity Center childcare, and group fitness classes. Program cancellations due to
winter weather will be posted at: www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations. For programs occurring after
3:00 p.m. please check the website after 2:00 p.m. for updated information.
If either School District 203 or 204 implements a late start due to winter weather, Naperville Park District
Preschool classes will be cancelled for the day. The cancellation of any additional programs will be
dependent upon weather conditions and facility accessibility.
The closure of Park District facilities will be dependent upon weather conditions and facility accessibility.
The Park District will monitor weather conditions and facility accessibility to determine if Park District
facilities will remain open. Facility closures due to winter weather will be posted
at: www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations.
:-0Individuals seeking summer, seasonal or year-round, part-time employment are invited to learn more
about job opportunities at area businesses and at the Naperville Park
District by attending the 2020 Community Job Fair co-hosted by the
Naperville Park District and KidsMatter.
The Job Fair will be held from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on Saturday,
January 4 at Fort Hill Activity Center in the gymnasium, first floor,
located at 20 Fort Hill Drive in Naperville. This is a free event and is
intended for a variety of job seekers, from high school students (ages
15 and up) to senior adults.
“We hope that college students who are home on winter break will take
advantage of this opportunity to begin seeking summer employment
and internships,” explained Kamala Martinez, CEO and Executive
Director of KidsMatter. “We plan to offer mock interviews, resume
building and other workforce preparation for both high school and
college students.”
The 2020 Job Fair also will include opportunities for retirees and other
adults seeking part-time work. For example, park maintenance and
golf course maintenance positions at the Naperville Park District can
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be ideal for retirees who are looking for a flexible schedule. Additionally, positions at Fort Hill Activity
Center and in recreation programs often have flexible daytime schedules. As in 2019, lifeguard positions
in 2020 will be structured in shorter shifts with the option of shallow water only positions or full facility
positions.
:-0The Naperville Park District announces its 9th annual holiday lights recycling program in partnership
with Elgin Recycling, through Feb. 1, 2020.
Residents and businesses are invited to bring their old, nonworking lights to any of the following
locations:
• Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of operation
are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
• Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday,
5:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., Saturday, 6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
• Knoch Knolls Nature Center, located at 320 Knoch Knolls Rd. Hours of operation through
November are: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., and
Sunday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. December, January and February hours are the same except the
Center will be closed on Sundays.
• Springbrook Golf Course Golf Shop, located at 2220 W. 83 rd. St.
In 2018, Naperville Park District joined with 51 villages, 7 other park districts, 2 businesses, 2 libraries,
2 churches and 1 high school in the region to help Elgin Recycling collect 101,747 lbs. of holiday lights.
This year’s goal is to keep 110,000 lbs. of lights out of the landfill.
The following types of lights will be accepted: Mini-lights, C-7 lights, C-9 lights, Rope lights, LED lights
and extension cords. All colors and lengths will be accepted. When dropping off lights, please place
them in the bin without a bag or box.
-0On December 1, Springbrook and Naperbrook Golf Courses made the last payment on a 2006 bond
issue of $4.87 million for capital projects to officially retire the debt. The debt issued to complete essential
improvements in 2008 that have enabled the courses to continue to thrive in a competitive golf market.
One of the most important improvements made in 2008 was the complete replacement of the 35-yearold original irrigation system. The new system provided quality, reliability, control and efficiencies that
helped maintain course conditions through seasonal dry periods. Another course enhancement was oncourse restroom buildings at both golf courses, with plumbing, sinks and separate facilities for men and
women. These buildings were requested by golfers and replaced the portable restroom units.
Both Springbrook and Naperbrook clubhouses were updated with expanded kitchen areas, new
basement access for carts, and new storage and office space. Additionally, at Springbrook Golf Course,
new restrooms and a walk-up window for concessions were added outside the clubhouse.
Both the driving range tee and the parking lot at Springbrook were expanded, and Naperbrook renovated
its bunkers, removing and replacing sand and drainage.
Going forward, new capital improvements at the golf courses will be funded through the Naperville Park
District’s annual capital budget.
Youth golf participation at Naperbrook and Springbrook Golf Courses continues to grow, with a 13%
increase in junior program participation from 2018 to 2019. The golf courses not only provide golf
lessons, camps and clinics for juniors, but also offer a wide range of tournaments, leagues and events
for youth. New for 2019 was Golfapalooza, a free event for junior golfers that included food and fun,
putting and chipping contests, hitting range balls, and an introduction to lesson programs.
Despite challenging weather, combined rounds at both courses total nearly 70,000 annually, averaged
over the past 10 years, and driving range use at Springbrook has increased as a result of renovations
in 2017. The continued popularity of the courses, support from the Board of Commissioners for strategic
capital improvements, and proactive management by Park District staff have resulted in a positive net
income from golf operations.
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Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are
available 24 hours a day at all
buildings. Materials may also be
renewed by calling 630.961.0460 or
by logging into your account online. The Library Catalog,
http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to
download or renew materials.
-0The next scheduled Naperville Public Library Board of
Trustees meeting will be 7 PM, Wednesday, December 18, at the Nichols Library. More information can
be found at https://www.naperville-lib.org/about/board-meeting-agendas-and-packets. If you have
something that needs to be shared with the Naperville Public Library's Board of trustees, you may send
an email to nplboard@naperville-lib.org.
-0In a continued effort to make the Naperville Public Library “A Place to Be. The Place to Become…” they
conducted a customer satisfaction survey earlier this year. 99.82% of respondents agreed with the
Confederation Board that the Library is essential to our community. Click here to see the results they
received, as well as their response to customers’ top requests, which include more offerings and
reduced (or eliminated) fees!
-0Library Executive Director Dave Della Terza recently reminded us of some examples of valuable
services you can access from anywhere with your Naperville Public Library card.
• “If you like to stream music and movies, your library card gives you free access to many
services. Hoopla is a streaming service that offers, among other things, many of the latest
music albums. Kanopy is a movie streaming service that mostly focuses on educational and
classic content, with some really great movies that aren't available on DVD or Blu-Ray.
• If you're trying to decide between gifts for the holidays and you've read one too many
suspicious 5-star reviews on Amazon, did you know you have free access to Consumer
Reports through your library card? You can compare reviews for anything from tablets to
toasters.
• Want to learn a new computer program, but don't have time to make it in for one of our classes?
We offer access to Lynda.com, with thousands of tutorials on how to use popular programs
from Microsoft Excel to Adobe Photoshop.
• If you've ever hit a paywall on your phone while trying to read a news article, remember that
the library offers online access to many popular newspapers like the Naperville Sun and
Chicago Tribune. We also have a service called PressReader, with current issues of hundreds
of newspapers and magazines from around the world.
All of the services above can be accessed on the library's Online Research & Learning web page.
• We also just started experimenting with livestreaming some of our programs. We recently
streamed the panel discussion from our Local Author Day and a program about Understanding
Your Digital Footprint. All of our livestreams are archived on the library's Facebook page.
• And most exciting of all, we recently rolled out a brand-new library card registration system
that allows you to register for a library card online or renew your library card online. This
means, all you have to do is visit the library's website, fill out a form, and upload documents
to provide proof of residence. In only a few minutes, you'll have access to a library card number
and PIN you can use on our website and at any of our 3 locations. You can take advantage of
all of the resources mentioned above right now, even if you don't have a card yet, by taking a
few minutes to apply online”
Check out these and other great examples of your tax dollars at work (during November the library
saved its users $3,818,237) at https://www.naperville-lib.org/.
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-0This month’s first Brown Bag Lecture, on Thursday, January 2, topic is Sally Field in Pieces. Sally
Field has stunned audiences time and again with
her artistic range, yet there is one character who
has always remained hidden: the shy and anxious
girl within. Dramatic book reviewer Jenny Riddle,
brings to life Sally Field based on Field’s memoir,
“In Pieces.”
The second Brown Bag event, on Thursday
January 16th will be Through the Eyes Of PierreAuguste Renoir. Artist Pierre-Auguste Renoir, portrayed by Scott Shepard, intimately demonstrates
the triumphs and trials of his life. Renoir expressed through his painting his child-like delight with the
visible world of everyday life. The most universally beloved of the impressionists, Renoir’s life was proof
that nice people don’t always finish last.
For both Brown Bag events, bring a sack lunch at 12:30; the program will begin at 1 p.m. and concludes
at 2 at the 95th Street Library - Meeting Room A/B.

Your next Homeowners Confederation meeting is
8 AM Saturday, January 18th in Naperville
Municipal Center Meeting Room B
Keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com
for late-breaking news and information.

When you find us, make sure to like us!
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