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at rafischer1@aol.com.

Mixed Metaphors, Musings, and Miscellaneous Meanderings from the Editor…
I am really glad to be flipping the calendar to a new month. January is “OK” in some regards, there are
lots of family birthdays and any month that starts with a holiday can’t be all bad. On the other hand, even
though the days are (slowly) getting longer, most are still cold and dreary. Ice and snow lead to travel
warnings, and these in turn create a feeling of being trapped indoors. A week without sunshine really
can tank one’s mood! The weather prognosticators don’t help as they breathlessly announce every
upcoming storm front, highlighting the potential catastrophic outcomes, which, thankfully, do not often
occur (I think they do that just to drive ratings but that’s a whole different topic).
A personal (and definitely not first world) issue is that around the middle of the month, when I’ve finally
caught up with the pre-Christmas new releases, I tend to run out of books to read from our nationally
top-rated public library. Making those days seem even longer, there isn’t a lot of compelling
entertainment on TV (and don’t get me started on the annual disappointment as local professional sports
teams tank or are absent from playoffs for another season). Instead of bright holiday lights cheering me
up, there’s the need to take down and pack away all of the December décor, further adding to the ennui
and driving my already curmudgeonly cranky demeanor even lower. Thankfully downtown Naperville
still has the lights on, and I have a neighbor whose red and green lit shrubs continue to bring a nightly
smile to my face, reminding me that there is, figuratively, light at the end of the January tunnel.
I’m not looking forward to the political information inundation in advance of the March 17th Illinois
Primary. Campaign mailers have started showing up in my mailbox (in route to the recycling bin)
Robocalls and the endless stream of commercials cannot be far behind. Of course, this is only a
precursor to November. I do appreciate many of our local politicians, though, and was reminded at the
January Confederation Legislative Roundtable that in spite of differences in party labels, there are many
things related to life in Naperville that our elected representatives agree on, and we should celebrate
these agreements instead of constantly focusing on and practicing partisanship.
Is there anything in this dank and cold winter that I do look forward to? Of course! Pitchers and catchers
report on February 12th followed by my grandson turning 8 and the related family celebration road trip.
I hope you are surviving the winter and have things to look forward to as well. Catch you all in March
and, until then let me know if you’re enjoying the newsletter. Meanwhile, the Confederation is here to
help, neighbor to neighbor!
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The Next Confederation Meeting Is February 15
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC meeting will be Saturday morning, January 18th at 8:00 AM
in Naperville Municipal Center Meeting Room B, 400 S. Eagle Street. This month’s meeting will
feature an interactive discussion, led by Confederation Associate Directors Dr. Bob Buckman and Thom
Higgins, on development in Naperville and what is in store for our neighbors and neighborhoods.
Whether it be Fifth Avenue, the Polo Club, Master Land Use Plan, East Ogden Avenue and Costco,
more tall buildings downtown, or something in your neighborhood, the environment in our community is
changing. Thom and Dr. Bob will facilitate an open discussion with those present on visions for the
future, particularly whether there is a preference for a more urban environment, or if the promises of
suburbia are still relevant. By providing our neighbors with an opportunity to gather and interact, we
hope to develop a better perception of where and how Naperville should move in 2020 and beyond.
The meeting will begin at 8:30 AM in Lower Level Meeting Room B of the Naperville Municipal Center,
400 S. Eagle Street, and is scheduled to end promptly at 10 AM. Coffee and networking, beginning at
8 AM, will precede the open discussion and provide an opportunity to meet our board members and
engage in conversation about your neighborhood needs.
Watch www.napervillehomeowners,.com for updates and additional information as we finalize our plans.
Also, mark your calendars for these upcoming meetings:
• March 21- HOA Engagement, Increasing Member Involvement and Understanding
• April 18 – City Council “Off the Dais”
• May 16 - NAHC Annual Meeting & Elections; A Closer Look at Public Safety

Thanks to Our January Meeting Sponsor, Naperville Bank and
Trust
A hearty thanks goes out to a long-time friend of the Confederation, Naperville Bank and Trust, for
sponsoring our January General Meeting. At the meeting they reminded us that “We're your friends.
We're your neighbors. We're your local Wintrust Community Bank.
As part of the larger Wintrust Community Bank family, we were
built in this area, for this area. We work hard to be an asset to the
people and communities we serve: to get to know you and your
needs in order to offer the best banking products and even better
service. As a Wintrust Community Bank, we’re proud to invest in
and give back to our local area.” For more information on this trusted neighbor, click here.

Your Support Is Greatly Appreciated
We have resumed sending dues invoices to our members and hope that you will respond with your
support. Remember, ongoing community support allows us to:
• Serve as an advocate for and a voice of the people who call the Naperville area their home;
• Create an awareness of residents' needs through relationships at all levels of government national, state, city, counties, townships, school and park districts;
• Support member associations with organizational and program needs - facilitating interchange
of ideas, resources, and information between and among homeowners’ associations;
• Build, through a cooperative effort, a community dedicated to the enhancement of our property;
• Provide, through regular meetings, special events such as candidate and issue forums, our
newsletter and website, a forum for homeowner concerns and interests.
To reduce the overhead associated with dues collection, and to provide financial certainty (and a bonus)
to our loyal members, the Confederation Board established a dues pre-payment option. Members can
opt to buy in at the annual rate ($30 for association, $10 for individual members), or they can lock in
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their membership for three years, with the payment for the third year discounted by 50% (a total cost of
$75 for associations, $25 for individuals). Dues checks can be sent to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you did not receive an invoice please email us at: mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
Additionally, YOUR CONTACT INFO IS NEEDED!
The NAHC maintains an updated contact list of
homeowner associations within the area to better
serve both our member and non-member
constituencies. We serve as a contact middleman so
entities like the City of Naperville and Naperville Park
District can directly reach out to your association with
updates, information, and special requests.
If you are reading this newsletter, you already know the NAHC is an unmatched resource for local news,
announcements and notices of interest to area homeowners, but, in addition, we are frequently called
upon to be a link between homeowners and government units, as well as developers and realtors with
whom we enjoy close relations. Please send the names and preferred contact information for your
associations’ officers! This information is kept confidential and not publicly shared with the eventual
users as we typically forward their information to you. Please send your information to the Confederation
at naperahc@gmail.com.
Thanks for your support!

Fifth Avenue Redevelopment Update
While the Confederation does not have a formal position on this project, our representation on the
Steering Committee continues to track, analyze, and report on progress being made. Input from our
members, is welcomed and a discussion is typically
held at our General Membership meetings.
Fifth Avenue Redevelopment is expected to be a public
topic of discussion during the February/March
timeframe with a Council workshop potentially
scheduled after the Steering Committee first reviews
updated plans, . Over the past weeks there have been
small group private discussions on the project, as
individuals on the Council search for trade-offs and a possible common ground that will address the
concerns of the commuters and neighborhood, while also enabling the developer to earn a sufficient
return on investment. As this is being written, details are still being bantered about, but it would seem
that there will be some changes in the parcel land use including relocation of some uses and amenities,
shorter buildings, fewer apartments, less parking (due to fewer residents and businesses in the
development) with this will all hopefully leading to less congestion and density.
As development probably will require the sale of city owned land to a private developer, any ultimate
decision reached by Council will require more than a simple majority of the dais to move forward.
Whether this level of consensus will exist, particularly after the community has an opportunity to review
and weigh in on the plans and lobby their representatives, remains to be seen. Updated status, including
the confirmed date of a workshop, will be posted at https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-innaperville/fifth-avenue-redevelopment/.
The Confederation will continue to monitor the status of the development planning and report on
progress, or lack thereof, within this newsletter and during our monthly general membership meetings.

3
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

Sponsors Needed for Our Upcoming Meetings
Would your business or organization like to communicate with homeowners? Consider
becoming an NAHC monthly meeting sponsor!
Each month, September through May, the Confederation presents an informative and interactive
meeting on topics relevant to area residents and neighborhoods, and an integral part of these meetings
is the coffee and networking time prior to the meeting.
To make our networking time memorable, we invite area organizations and
businesses to provide the “coffee and…” in exchange for an opportunity to present
their message to members present, as well as readers of our newsletter and social
media posts. Sponsors are provided with table space for food, drink and to display
products and literature. For the month of the meeting, our newsletter includes the
Sponsor's logo and an "elevator speech" describing the sponsor's business or
services. Our website and social media posts provide shout outs to the sponsor beyond
the provided 3 minutes to talk about their product/organization/company at the meeting.
The sponsor is asked to provide food and drink, such as pastries, fruit, juice, coffee, etc. for up to 40
attendees. The sponsor is responsible for Set Up and Clean Up of the refreshment area; we also ask
that they provide all paper & plastic products (cups, plates, napkins, utensils, etc.); and consider fronting
the $30 Room Rental required by the City of Naperville. For questions or to sponsor an upcoming
meeting, contact us at naperahc@gmail.com. We look forward to introducing you to our neighbors!

Will You Take the Civility Pledge?
To foster a climate of mutual respect and help community residents to explore areas of common ground
despite their differences, CAI introduced a new civility pledge for homeowners associations and
condominium communities. The Confederation, as A CAI member, is sharing this with our neighbors
as these are great rules for all of us to live by, both in our associations as well as our daily lives. CAI
encourages all community associations to adopt a Civility Pledge, a commitment to fostering a climate
of open discussion and debate, mutual respect, and tolerance between all who live in, work in, and visit
our communities and to support the people who live and work in the millions of homeowners
associations, condominiums, and housing cooperatives worldwide.

Community Association Civility Pledge
1. We expect each individual, whether a resident, guest, board or committee member, community
association manager, staff member, business partner, or contractor, to be accountable for his or her
own actions and words.
2. We believe all interactions in the community should be civil despite any differences of opinion on a
particular issue. We believe in finding common ground and engaging in civil discussion about community
issues important to each of us.
3. We vow to respect all points of view and will
strive to provide a reasonable opportunity for all
to express their views openly—without attacks
and antagonization. We agree to keep our
discussions focused on the business issues at
hand, as well as on the ideas and desired
outcomes.
4. We urge all residents to be engaged and
informed. Get to know your neighbors, your
board members, and your community manager.
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Attend meetings, join a committee, or serve on the board. Understand the community’s rules,
regulations, and covenants, and the value they add. Ask questions, share your opinions, and vote.
5. We also encourage all residents to review Community Associations Institute’s (CAI) Rights and
Responsibilities for Better Communities. The principles laid out in the document can serve as important
guideposts for all those involved in our community: residents, guests, board and committee members,
community association managers, staff members, business partners, and contractors. Read more at
www.caionline.org/RightsandResponsibilities.
6. We believe these commitments to civility, as well as engaged and informed residents, are a vital part
of our shared goal of being a vibrant, thriving community.

A Safer Naper – Firearm Safety
This month, the Naperville Police Department is making our community ‘A Safer Naper’ by focusing on
This month, the Naperville Police Department is making our community ‘A Safer Naper’ by focusing on
two NPD programs related to firearm safety that can help
reduce the risk of theft, misuse and accidental discharge.
Securing Firearms
According to Pew Research, about four-in-ten U.S adults
say they live in a gun-owning household. Securing your firearm when not in use is the number one way
to prevent accidents in the home. Unfortunately, each year children will get ahold of an unsecured
firearm with deadly consequences.
Starting this February, the Naperville Police Department, in partnership with Project ChildSafe, will begin
distributing free ChildSafe firearm safety kits to Naperville residents. Each kit includes a cable-style gun
lock, instructions and additional firearm safety information.
Firearm owners residing in Naperville who do not own a safety lock are strongly encouraged to pick up
a ChildSafe safety kit. The kits are available, free of charge and while supplies last, at the front desk of
the police station (1350 Aurora Ave.) from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on weekdays and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Saturdays.
Discarding Unwanted Firearms
The Naperville Police Department also has a Firearm Take Back Program for Naperville residents to rid
their homes of firearms that they have inherited or no longer want. Ridding homes of unwanted firearms
eliminates the risk of theft, misuse and accidental discharge.
When the program guidelines are followed, residents can dispose of firearms without fear of criminal
charges. We also accept junk, non-working, antique, replica, pellet and BB guns.
For safety reasons, very specific protocol must be followed to participate in this program. Residents
interested in utilizing this program must call (630) 420-6666 to make an appointment to drop the firearm
off at the Police Department or to arrange for a private pick-up. Complete details are available at
www.naperville.il.us/firearmtakeback.
When a firearm is turned in, its serial number is run through a law enforcement database to ensure it
has not been reported stolen or used in a crime. Naperville Police will not arrest you for unlawful
possession of an illegal firearm if you are surrendering the firearm in compliance with the guidelines of
this program, but amnesty will not be given for any crime committed with that firearm or for any crime
committed while in possession of that firearm.
Again, we encourage interested
www.naperville.il.us/firearmtakeback.

participants

to

view

complete

program

details
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CAI News
CAI is a non-profit dedicated to building better communities through
education, networking, and legislative efforts. Your Confederation Board
joined CAI to have improved access to their offerings and insights, as
well as to share them with our members. Learn more at www.caiillinois.org. You can also Follow CAI Illinois on Facebook, LinkedIn,
and Twitter. In 2020, CAI is preparing to share their "vision" of excellence in community associations
with the homeowners/board members, community association
managers, and business partners that CAI is proud to count among
its 1500+ members. As they look forward to events in 2020, mark
your calendar to join them!
Registration is now open for CAI ‘s Conference & Expo on February
21, 2020 at the Donald E. Stevens Convention Center in Rosemont.
This year’s CAI-IL Condo–HOA Conference & Expo will give you “2020 Vision” and offer education
sessions on legal updates, innovative trends, hot topics, and industry best practices, as well as
opportunities to share, learn, network, and discuss challenges and solutions. Here is information on the
show including registration link and education session information https://www.cai-illinois.org/event/ilcondo-hoa-conference-expo-2020/.
UPCOMING HOA Education Opportunities:
Mental Illness: How to Tackle Challenging Issues and Better Care for Community Members
(WEBINAR | FEB. 26 | 1 p.m. CT (LIVE). The mental health of our community members can profoundly
affect the way we maintain property, enforce rules, conduct meetings, and generally interact with each
other. This presentation examines techniques for effectively recognizing and handling instances where
mental illness and incapacity disrupt community functions and covers ways to better care for community
members and ourselves. Tune in and learn how you can tackle and resolve challenging issues, such as
nuisance conduct and threats, hoarding, director misconduct, property damage, and more. Click on the
link above. to register
Meetings & Elections (DCAL) - Mar 3—3-hour class covering Meetings & Elections
Condo/HOA Q&A - Mar 19—Q&A Session in Schaumburg presenting in a Family Feud gameshow
format. Food and beverage provided

Keep your Family Safe from Carbon Monoxide this Winter
Cold temperatures mean Illinoisans will be turning up their thermostats to stay warm this winter. The
Office of the State Fire Marshal encourages residents to have their furnaces checked and to make sure
carbon monoxide (CO) and smoke detectors are working.
According to the National Fire Protection Association, heating equipment is a leading cause of fires in
U.S. Homes. Local fire departments responded to an average of 52,050 fires involving heating
equipment each year in 2012-2016, accounting for 15% of all reported home fires during that time.
Annually, these fire lead to the loss of 490 civilians’ lives, 1,400 civilian injuries and account for around
$1 Billion in direct property damage. Half of home heating fires are reported during the months of
December, January and February.
Fossil fuels like natural gas heat a vast majority of Illinois homes, and malfunctioning heating equipment
leads to accidental carbon monoxide deaths. These can include your home’s furnace, improperly vented
gas appliances, kerosene or propane space heaters, charcoal grills and Sterno-type fuels.
“Carbon Monoxide is a colorless and odorless gas which means it’s important that you install and
maintain CO alarms in your home,” says State Fire Marshal Matt Perez. “Carbon monoxide fatalities
rise during the winter months and these alarms, when working, will give you a warning and let you know
to leave your home when levels are too high. Never use a gas generator, grill, oven or range to heat the
inside of your home.”
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In 2018 according to National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS), Illinois Fire Departments
responded to 8,965 incidents related to carbon monoxide.
Symptoms of CO poising are very similar to the flu and include headache, fatigue, shortness of breath,
nausea and dizziness. Other signs of possible CO presence include condensation on walls and
windows, house pets becoming sluggish and chronic odors from malfunctioning appliances. If you
suspect you may be experiencing these symptoms, smell natural gas leaking in your home, or if your
CO alarm activates, if you can evacuate the building, do so immediately. Only open windows on your
way out if they are easily accessible. If someone is unable to leave the building, or is unconscious, open
doors and windows to the outside in the area the person is located and stay as near to the open window
or door as possible until first responders arrive. Close any doors that open to other areas of the building
to isolate the room the person is in. Turn on any exhaust fans that may be present. Once you evacuate,
then call 9-1-1 from outside your home or a neighbor’s house.
Space heaters lead to countless fires due to improper use during the winter months. It’s important to
plug space heaters directly into wall outlets and not extension cords. Keep space heaters at least three
feet from curtains, clothing, furniture or bedding. Purchase units with an automatic shutoff in case the
unit tips over or you forget to shut it off.
Here are some tips to keep in mind when it comes to winter heating safety:
• Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified
professional; change furnace filters frequently.
• Have a qualified professional install stationary space heating equipment, water heaters or central
heating equipment according to the local codes and manufacturers’ instructions.
• Keep interior and exterior air vents clear of blockages or obstructions.
• Keep anything that can burn at least three-feet away from heating equipment, like a furnace,
fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater.
• Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the room. Ashes should
be cool before being placed into a metal container. Keep the container a safe distance away from
your home.
• Create a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.
• Test smoke and CO alarms at least once a month and be familiar with the sounds they make.
• Never use an oven or range to heat your home.
• Remember to turn off portable or space heaters when leaving the room or going to bed.
• Install carbon monoxide and smoke detectors on each floor of your home and within 15 feet of
each sleeping area.
• CO detectors have a limited life span, check the manufacturer’s instructions for information on
replacement.

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
It looks like it’s back to the drawing board for consultant Houseal Lavigne’s draft Master Land Use plan
after receiving comments from residents and staff following the
plan’s initial unveiling in early December. The plan’s first iteration
proposed increasing the allowable use and density in a number of
existing neighborhoods and commercial areas. This created
opposition -meeting feedback from the community, with residents
voicing concerns about traffic congestion and over-development.
It also reclassified some schools and parks as areas suitable for
commercial/residential development.
Just because you live in an established neighborhood or
subdivision, you can’t assume you can ignore the plan. Your
neighborhood could be slated for a different use in the future. The
city is clear that the plan, as adopted, will be used to “provide
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direction to those seeking to develop their land, as well as the decision makers who decide whether
requests should be approved.” The new comprehensive master plan will address issues such as gaps
in the City’s housing market, aging commercial areas, sustainability and changing technology. It will also
recommend land-use designations for 10 geographic areas within the City's planning boundaries
The new public open house will start at 6 p.m. Monday, Feb. 3, in Meeting Rooms A & B of the Naperville
Municipal Center with an updated draft plan available for download prior to the meeting. Meanwhile, you
can read more, and sign up for updates, at the project webpage: https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-innaperville/master-plan-update/
and
you
can
read
the
initial
draft
plan
here: https://www.naperville.il.us/contentassets/d717e29f099e40ae8693cdc7cc21ffa7/draft-napervillecomprehensive-plan---open-house.pdf
Resident feedback gathered through in-person events and online tools in 2019, including community
workshops, stakeholder interviews and web-based surveys, is being used to shape the new plan.
Those who would like to be notified regarding the updated plan, as well as the ongoing status of the
pproject, are encouraged to sign up for project e-news.
Additionally, comments on the ipdated draft plan can be sent via email to Community Planner Sara
Kopinski at kopinskis@naperville.il.us. More information on the comprehensive master plan update can
be found at https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-in-naperville/master-plan-update/.
-0The City of Naperville announced January 31 that it will welcome Naperville’s second Costco
location to the East Ogden Mall on the City’s far northeast side. Costco has entered into a purchase
and sale agreement for a portion of this mall, located at the northeast corner of Ogden Avenue and
Iroquois Avenue, including the long-shuttered site formerly home to Kmart.
“Along with the Naperville Development Partnership, the City Council and I
have been working tirelessly for years to bring Costco to our City’s eastern
gateway,” Mayor Steve Chirico said. “Filling this strategic space has been a long-standing priority, and
we are thrilled Costco will help further re-establish this area as a leading business and service corridor
in Naperville. I am proud to welcome Costco to its second Naperville home and want to thank the
Naperville Development Partnership for their efforts to make this happen.”
Costco will be re-developing its portion of the East Ogden Mall, which has been vacant for seven years,
by constructing a 159,000-square foot warehouse club facility as well as a gas station. Plans have been
submitted to the City by Costco, a worldwide leader in the membership warehouse club space, with
hundreds of locations across the globe, including an existing Naperville location along Route 59.
“Costco opening a second Naperville location is absolutely reason to celebrate,” said Christine Jeffries,
President and CEO of the Naperville Development Partnership. “This continues to prove that existing
spaces in Naperville can be transformed into new spaces that serve the needs of our community both
today and into the future.”
Attracting quality business partners has been part of the continued strategic process around improving
the vibrancy of the East Ogden corridor, which in turn will provide increased shopping opportunities to
residents, improve the area’s appearance, increase the tax base and spur further improving business
for existing nearby property owners. The City is negotiating a sales tax increment incentive with Costco
to offset some of the extraordinary costs associated with this site location.
Since the Mayor and City Council have made the East Ogden corridor a focus over the past several
years, this area has already seen renewed growth, including new restaurants like the just-opened
Guzman y Gomez and Culver’s; a refresh of existing properties; and new housing opportunities,
including the recently approved micro-apartments that will replace the existing Regency Inn with studio
apartments.
For more information on Costco, visit www.costco.com. For more information on the City of Naperville,
visit www.naperville.il.us.
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The Confederation proudly shares information from The Power of Choice, The Power of Choice is a
collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District
203 and 204 middle and high schools growing the number of
students making healthy choices regarding substance use. You
can vsit their Community Resource Guide for resources related
to after-school opportunities, community-based health,
community safety, domestic violence/sexual assault, human
services, LGBTQ, mental health, and volunteer opportunities for teens. Also look for monthly newsletters
geared to both middle school and high school parents on their website. This month’s messaging
includes:
Parents of Middle School/Jr. High School Students: Ready to start a family chat using February’s
PowerTalk for Families? This month’s Power Talk for Families is a family character check-in. Children
cultivate their core values by observing the behaviors and character of the people in their families.
Talking about these traits helps children identify the traits important to their value system. Use this
character check-in to begin the conversation about character with your family. For more ideas about
how to talk with your middle schooler about a wide range of topics that support healthy choices,
visit: thepowerofchoice.info.
Parents of High School Students: The February Power of Choice newsletter for high school families
is here with important tips for parents on how to talk with their teens about prescription drug misuse and
prevention. Learn the 3 prevention ideas about prescription medications that parents and teens should
know. Also find out the Spring Operation Snowball Retreat weekend information, the dates and high
school contacts. Snowball retreats are teen-led weekends that bring together students from 5 local high
schools, where they can be their authentic selves, happily and confidently.
The Power of Choice, a collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District 203 and 204 middle
and high schools growing the number of students making healthy choices regarding
substance use, is funded in whole or in part by the Illinois Department of Health
Services, Division of Substance Use Prevention and Recovery through a grant from
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.
-0The Naperville Police Department is now accepting applications for a 10-week Citizen Police
Academy to be held this spring. The academy will begin on March 11, 2020 and continue every
Wednesday night (excluding May 13) until May 20. Applications are due by February 24, 2020.
Instruction consists of classroom lectures, interactive discussions and hands-on
demonstrations focusing on various aspects of police work, including forensics,
investigations, patrol and special response, among others. Course content and
activities dictate that class size is limited to 25 participants. All classes are free and will
be held at the Naperville Police Department from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
“This academy is a great way for residents to get an inside look at our department and
the field of law enforcement in general,” said Police Chief Bob Marshall. “Our participants
will learn about and get a chance to experience what we do, how we work and why we make the
decisions we do while protecting the community. I’ve been told by past participants that it’s a very eyeopening and rewarding experience.”
Naperville’s Citizen Police Academy gives citizens insight into the inner workings of police operations,
practices and objectives. Participants in the academy will learn how they can help prevent crime in the
community and become resources for improved community/police relations. Academy graduates are
encouraged to take their knowledge back to their neighborhoods, where they can use it to enhance the
safety and quality of life in Naperville.
Individuals who apply for the Citizen Police Academy must be 18 years of age and reside and/or work
in the City of Naperville. All applicants will be subjected to a criminal background investigation.
Interested candidates should print and complete the Citizen Police Academy application and waiver
found at www.naperville.il.us/cpa and return the signed documents no later than Monday, February 24,
9
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

2020 to Kris Stockwell by email at stockwellk@naperville.il.us, at fax number (630) 420-4096, or through
the mail or in person at the Naperville Police Department, 1350 Aurora Avenue, Naperville, IL 60540.
-0-.
As the Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, our focus does extend beyond the City of
Naperville. In fact, per our bylaws, our interests extend to
property adjacent to the Naperville city limits; within the
boundaries of School Districts 203 or 204; within the boundaries
of the Naperville Park District; or within the planning boundaries
of the City of Naperville. Given the large number of Lisle
residents enrolled in District 203 schools, as well as the impacts
on neighborhoods, particularly the unincorporated ones, by
development along Naperville’s easter border, activities in the
Village of Lisle often have a direct impact on our interests and those of our members and neighbors. In
that vein, we are pleased to provide a link to the Village of Lisle Development Report.
https://www.villageoflisle.org/DocumentCenter/View/5035/January-17-2020-DevelopmentReport?bidId=
-0-.
Enroll in Empower Today - It’s time to get empowered! The City of Naperville is pleased to announce
the launch of Empower, a free, secure online dashboard that lets Naperville’s residential and commercial
electric customers view their energy usage data. Through Empower, customers can
see at-a-glance the days and times they use the most energy through charts
available in yearly, monthly, weekly, or daily formats. This tool is a way for
customers to evaluate their energy usage more often and use that information to
make energy-saving changes, if they wish.
To register for Empower, visit www.empowernaperville.com.
Customers will need their account number on their utility bill to
register. For more information about Empower, including
guides on how to enroll and navigate the dashboard,
visit www.naperville.il.us/empower.
-0The newly launched 360 Youth Services website includes new features and a new look with easier
navigation to make the life-changing services provided to youth in our area more easily accessible.
You'll see a new "Get Help" button at the top of each page where youth and
families in crisis can immediately connect to local or national resources like
crisis lines, suicide hotlines, and housing and counseling teams. There’s a
downloadable Community Resource Guide for parents, teachers and
community leaders. This comprehensive resource guide provides
information on the issues our youth are facing right now like vaping,
substance use and mental health.
This new site was created with their partners and supporters in mind. They
offer a variety of ways to support youth by donating, volunteering and
becoming an advocate. You'll be able to stay up to date on Operation
Snowball, substance use prevention initiatives like Power of Choice and
the Community Alliance for Prevention, as well as find a listing of their
professional counseling staff and learn about the housing programs
provided such as the Cornerstone Group Home for boys, and Men's,
Women's and LGBTQ+ Transitional Housing.
-0The Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) began accepting 2019 state individual income tax
returns on Monday, January 27, the same date that the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) began
accepting federal individual income tax returns. If a taxpayer electronically files an error free return, they
should receive a direct deposit refund within four weeks. Last year, IDOR saw a 2.5% increase in the
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number of electronic fliers; of the 6,179,810 individual income tax returns, 88.3% were filed electronically
and 63% received refunds.
Free filing of Form IL-1040 is available
through MyTax Illinois. Individuals may also
utilize MyTax Illinois to make payments,
check the status of their Illinois Individual
Income Tax refunds using the Where’s My
Refund? link, and look up their IL-PINs, amounts of any estimated tax payments they have made, and
(when necessary) amounts reported on Form 1099-G.
For the most up-to-date information, forms, schedules, and instructions for the 2019 tax year, please
visit IDOR’s website at: tax.illinois.gov.
-0The Illinois Treasurer’s Office recently reminded us of a $26 billion loophole at the federal level.
The loophole is the simple U.S. Savings Bond. For generations, savings bonds have been a staple
for family gifts commemorating birthdays,
holidays, and graduations. A savings bond
effectively is a loan to the federal government that
can be redeemed with significant interest. For
example, a $50 Series EE bond purchased 30
years ago is worth more than $100 today. The
federal government knows when the bonds
mature and stop earning interest. However,
federal officials do not tell the owners to cash the
investment. Instead, federal officials stay silent and simply keep the money – and have been doing so
for more than 70 years. According to the Treasurer’s office,a bipartisan group is working to close this
loophole and proposed federal legislation would require the federal government to surrender the
matured bonds to each state. In turn, the states would work to find the rightful owners. The estimated
value for Illinois residents is approximately $1 billion.
In the meantime, this might be a good time to check your safety deposit boxes, desk and dresser
drawers to check on your investments and make sure you are earning money on them. Redemption
tables for Series EE savings bonds, Series E savings bonds, Series I savings bonds, and Savings Notes
issued
from
1941
to
present
can
be
found
at
https://www.treasurydirect.gov/indiv/tools/tools_redemptiontables.htm.
For
information
on
how
to
redeem
your
bonds,
go
to
https://www.treasurydirect.gov/indiv/research/indepth/ebonds/res_e_bonds_eeredeem.htm.
-0KidsMatter,tpgether with School Districts 203 and 204, announced the launch of the Career Pathways
Program on January 29. The Career Pathways Program is designed to provide career exposure to high
school juniors and seniors through partnerships with local businesses and corporations who support
workplace learning experiences.
For its pilot year, Kidsmatter partnered with DealerInspire, who will be mentoring students from
Naperville Districts 203 and 204. DealerInspire will be providing
the students the lens they need to understand what careers in five
different career clusters look like - including hands-on experience.
Students will see day-to-day responsibilities in the following
departments: Accounting, Development, Content Development,
Customer Service, and Performance Management Analytics.
KidsMatter developed the Career Pathways Program to bring the schools, youth and the business
community together. The program will also help schools fulfill state-mandated workplace exposure,
outlined in the Postsecondary Workforce Readiness Act (or PWR-Act). Signed into law in 2016, the act
was put in place to ensure students achieve college and career readiness. Preparing kids to attend
11
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

college and obtain meaningful employment is currently a priority in Illinois education, as so many
students have been graduating unprepared. The PWR-Act allows for school districts to award specific
diploma endorsements in seven career cluster areas, five of which are offered by Career Pathways.
While Career Pathways will be inimitable for students, the program will also benefit participating
businesses and corporations on several levels, including opportunities for talent acquisition, exposure
to a younger audience, and valuable experiences for their employees, who will be serving as teachers
and mentors.

Mark Your Calendar
•
For upcoming City of Naperville City Council, Board and Commission meetings go to
https://www.naperville.il.us/government/city-of-naperville-government-meeting-listing/
•
Running now through February 8th, the Naperville Restaurant Week showcases many
restaurants throughout town. From fast casual to fancy dining, each venue provides either a prix-fixe
menu at an appetizing price, or discounts on featured menu choices. Come in out of the cold and sample
something new or enjoy an old favorite! Click here for more info
•
The DuPage County Stormwater Management Planning Committee will hold a public meeting
as part of their regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. in the County
Board Room at 421 North County Farm Road, Wheaton, Illinois to allow the public to provide input on
the DuPage County Water Quality Program. This meeting is being held pursuant to Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency Permit No. ILR40 Part IV. Section B. 2. c. Comments will be limited
to 3 minutes
•
Naperville Community Unit District 203’s Board of Education next meeting is a Work Session
on Monday, February 3rd at 7 PM at the District 203
Administrative Center, 203 West Hillside Road, Naperville.
Board sessions are also streamed live via the internet and
recorded copies can be accessed on the “Meeting Dates,
Agendas and Minutes” page. The Board’s next Business Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February
18th at 7 PM, also at the Administrative Center. Business meetings are televised on Naperville
Community Television, Channel 17 via Comcast and WideOpenWest. They are aired on the first
Tuesday after the meeting. See the schedule for times on the NCTV website.
•
District 204 Preschool Tours - District 204's Prairie Children Preschool program offers early
childhood education for children ages three and four and is open to all District 204 residents, with the
main classrooms located on the first floor of the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora.
Preschool classes are 2.5 hours each day, Monday through Thursday. Tuition is $245 a month. A tour
of the preschool is scheduled for 9:30 am on February 6. Call 630-375-3030 to reserve your spot. Visit
the preschool’s website for more information.
•
The next scheduled meeting of the Indian Prairie District 204 Board of Education will be
Monday, February 10th with a Special Meeting at 5 PM and the regular
meeting at 7 pm at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive,
Aurora. Meeting agendas and documents will be available online prior to
the meetings. Video of the regular meeting can be streamed live or
viewed the following day at YouTube. The Board is also scheduled to
meet on Monday, February 24th at 7:00 PM
•
360 Youth Services and the Downtown Naperville Alliance are excited to host the 5th Annual
Downtown Naperville Chocolate Walk on Saturday, February
8th from 12:00-5:00 pm. This fun event is sure to satisfy your
sweet tooth! Each participant will receive a tin for gathering
chocolate treats at participating shops, as well as a lanyard with a
map taking you on a tour of many wonderful Downtown Naperville
businesses. At each stop you will receive a chocolate tasty treat
to enjoy on the spot or to take home in your keepsake tin. All
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proceeds will benefit 360 Youth Services programs for at-risk youth. For tickets and more information
go to https://www.cherryfish.com/event_dashboard.aspx?&EntityId=2&EntityTypeid=2&EventID=5004.
•
Join The Conservation Foundation for their Winter Membership & Awards Luncheon on
Wednesday, February 19th, 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Arrowhead Golf Club in Wheaton. The speaker
will be Shane McKenzie, Associate Research Scientist in the Max McGraw Wildlife Foundation’s Wildlife
Research Department, presenting “Close Encounters: Urban Wildlife & Human Interactions.” Shane
will present his department’s fascinating research
on urban coyotes, raccoons, deer fawn survival
and river otter reintroductions in the region, and
how we as humans can help our interactions with
urban wildlife be positive ones. Particularly with
coyotes, Shane and his colleagues’ research
motivation stems from the conviction that by
becoming aware of other species’ ecology, people
can understand the difference between true
threats and coexistence. Our relationships with urban wildlife are directly affected by our behavior.
Animals living amongst us react to us, and we can foster mutual respect through cues we send to them.
Cost to attend the luncheon is $35/person for Members of The Conservation Foundation and $50/person
for Non-Members. Businesses and organizations may purchase tables of 8 for $250/Member
Organization and $375/Non-Member Organization.
•
The Next regular meeting of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees will be on Thursday,
February 20th at the College of DuPage, 425 Fawell Boulevard, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. For more information
go to https://www.cod.edu/about/board_of_trustees/notices.aspx
•
Naperville VFW’s “All You Can Eat” Fish Fry is open to the public every Friday, 4:30-7:30 PM
from February 21st through April 10th at the Judd Kendall VFW, 908 W Jackson Ave, Naperville. The
buffet menu varies but there will be two kinds of fish,
chicken, salad, vegetables, (8 hot items) plus rolls,
desert and coffee all included. Buffet by Belgio’s
Catering.
Full
menu
is
available
at http://www.napervfw3873.org. A full cash bar is
available. Adults $12, seniors $10, children $7, plus tax, 3 and under
FREE! Cash and credit cards accepted. Event phone number (630) 420-9820
•
Join the Naperville Kiwanis on Sat., March 7 at Naperville Central High
School for this 65-year old community fundraiser that supports 28 local charities.
Enjoy all-you-can-eat pancakes and sausage, entertainment, raffles and more.
Pancake meal tickets can be purchased online below
at $10 per person. Children under the age of 10 are
free. More details at: www.bit.ly/kiwanispancake.
•
Naperville’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade sponsored by the West Suburban Irish, will be held on Saturday,
March 14th in downtown Naperville beginning at 10 AM. In addition, The St.
Paddy's Day 5K runs the morning of the Parade starting at 8:00 am, along
the Parade route. or information on the Rotary Club of Naperville Sunrise's
St. Paddy's Day 5K, please visit: www.stpaddysday5k.org
•
In partnership with The Conservation Foundation, DuPage County
Stormwater Management (SWM) will host free watershed workshops this spring to connect
environmentally minded individuals and organizations in preserving local streams and rivers. The lunch
workshops will be held April 8 (West Branch DuPage River at Carol Stream Village Hall) and May 6
(East Branch DuPage river at Bloomingdale Park District) from noon to 1:30p.m. The workshop topics
will include residential engagement, best management practices and infiltration projects, including
examples of each. Registration details will be announced soon.
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News from Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor museum set on 13 magnificent
acres in the heart of Naperville. The museum is home to thirty historical
structures dating back as early as the 1830s. Featuring exhibits, special
events, educational programming and more, Naper Settlement is where
history comes alive and the community comes to connect. For more
information, visit www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010. Winter Hours are in effect from
November 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020, Tuesday - Friday: 10 AM - 4 PM
Sunday, Monday, & Saturday: Closed. The interior of the Visitor Center is open year-round, where you
will find changing exhibit galleries, including the award-winning "Brushstrokes of the Past" exhibit, and
the tavern. The building interiors are closed to the public during the winter season. Explore Naper
Settlement's calendar of events to learn more about the museum's daily educational programs, events,
and more. . Admission is free for Naperville residents with proof of residency. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
Naper Settlement announced an open call for stories that highlight the contributions of local
women and girls in the community. Female-identifying residents of Naperville are eligible to nominate
themselves or be nominated for inclusion in the museum’s 2020 celebration, HERstory. The call for
submissions is the first phase in a year-long effort to bring the stories of women and girls of the past and
present to the forefront.
Featuring 100 women, HERstory will be held in conjunction with the centennial anniversary of the
19th Amendment’s passage, granting women’s suffrage. Those selected will be featured throughout the
year in temporary public art pieces, some of the museum’s events, exhibits, programming, website,
social media, and more.
The campaign will begin with a celebration of the legacy of Naperville’s single largest philanthropist,
Caroline Martin Mitchell, who upon her death established a perpetual charitable trust benefiting the City
of Naperville with her home, carriage house, and surrounding 212 acres. She instructed that her home
and orchards, now known as Naper Settlement, be used as a museum and community gathering place,
with the remainder devoted for the public good. This includes what is now known as Knoch Park,
Naperville Central High School, the garden plots, the Carillion, and more.
“Her story happens every day, in our homes and our communities. Women are mothers, sisters,
athletes, artists, professionals, activists, and role models. They inspire every day, and craft their own
legacy, just as Caroline Martin Mitchell did when establishing our grounds as a community gathering
place and museum. We’re honored to be the storytellers and keepers of Naperville’s history, past and
present. HERstory is an exciting opportunity to tell an inclusive story of the amazing women in our
community,” said Rena Tamayo-Calabrese, president and CEO of Naper Settlement.
Submissions require either a 250-word written entry or one-minute long video entry detailing how the
nominee has made an impact in the community – by overcoming obstacles, showcasing leadership,
and/or empowering others. To learn more about Naper Settlement’s year of HERstory and to nominate
a woman in the community, visit www.NaperSettlement.org/HERstory.

Here’s What’s Happening at Naper Settlement
Documentary Screening: Sheldon Peck, Portrait of an Ordinary Man in Extraordinary Times
February 9, 2020 | 3: 00 PM. On February 9 in Century Memorial Chapel, starting at 3:00 PM, we will
investigate the DuPage Underground Railroad story as we feature the
documentary “Sheldon Peck, Portrait of an Ordinary Man in Extraordinary
Times.” The documentary by Tim Frakes tells the story of Lombard,
Illinois’ most famous resident, 19th century primitive portrait artist, radical
abolitionist, progressive temperance and public education advocate and
conductor on the Underground Railroad, Sheldon Peck. Frakes and
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Lombard Historical Society Executive Director Sarah Richardt will lead a question and answer session
after the 40 minute video.
HERstory Speaks Lecture Series: An Evening with Harriet Tubman - Sunday, February 9 • 4–5 PM,
Non-Members: $10/adult, $9/youth (4-12) and students, Members receive free admission. Following the
3 PM documentary screening, Kathryn Harris will present a first-person historical program as Harriet
Tubman - the abolitionist, humanitarian, and civil rights activist who guided enslaved people to freedom
via the Underground Railroad before the Civil War. Following her presentation as Tubman, Harris will
answer questions from the audience about the program and historical interpretation. This lecture will be
held in Century Memorial Chapel.
School’s Out Day Camp: Edison, Newton, and You! - Monday,
February 17 • 9 AM–3 PM, $45/Camper
Explore how science and history come together in this hands-on
camp! You will learn how wind power works, go on a simple machine
scavenger hunt in the historic buildings, see if you can keep your ice
cooler during the ice cube challenge, and build a simple circuit that
illuminates a light bulb! Drop off begins at 8:30 AM.
Naperville Plays! - Sunday, February 22 • 1–4PM, $12/Adult and Youth, $10/Senior (60+) Naper
Settlement and DuPage Children’s Museum members are free
Visitors will quadruple their fun in this partnership of programming with themed “Community Cares”
hands-on craft activities and storytelling provided by the DuPage Children’s Museum, Naper Settlement,
Knoch Knolls Nature Center, and the Naperville Public Library. Held offsite at the DuPage Children’s
Museum, 301 N. Washington St., Naperville, IL.
.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Registrations and rental
reservations are accepted at the following facilities: 95th Street Center, Alfred Rubin
Riverwalk Community Center, Fort Hill Activity Center, Knoch Knolls Nature Center.
Click here to Join the Naperville Park District's Email list and receive the latest news
and special offers.
The Naperville Park District's Park Board of Commissioners holds regular meetings on the second
and fourth Thursday of each month. "Matters from the Public" is a permanent agenda item that allows
the public to comment on Park District operations. The first meeting is at 7 p.m. on February 13th at the
Naperville Municipal Center's Council Chambers located at 400 South Eagle Street. This meeting is
broadcast live on the city cable station (Channel 6 WOW, 10 COMCAST/Xfinity, and 99 AT&T) as well
as streamed live and on demand from the City of Naperville website.
The second meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on February 27th at the Fort Hill Activity Center in the Multipurpose
Room, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive.
-0The Naperville Park District offers opportunities to enjoy winter sports at a number of locations
throughout the community. Particularly considering the December warm up, the Park District must wait
for consistent cold and enough snow cover to open its outdoor skating areas and sled hills for the winter
sports season.
Sled hills are open when the ground is frozen with no grass visible and two or more inches of snow.
Rotary Hill (located at 443 Aurora Ave.) is a popular destination with lighting, allowing it to remain open
until 9:00 p.m. on weeknights and until 10:00 p.m. on weekends. The following hills are located in
neighborhood parks and close at dusk:
• Arrowhead Park, 711 Iroquois Avenue
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•
•
•
•

Brook Crossings, 1015 95th Street
Country Lakes Park, 1835 North Aurora Road
Gartner Park, 524 W Gartner Road
May Watts Park, 804 S. Whispering Hills Drive

Skating areas can open only after a period of extreme cold. A minimum of 72 hours of constant
temperatures of 15° or below is necessary before the ice-making process may begin. Weather and
conditions permitting, the skating season continues through February 15.
The Park District maintains winter skating rinks at five locations. The following ice rinks will be lighted
and open until 10:00 p.m. Lighting for the rinks is operated through a push-button system located on
the light poles at each rink.
• Centennial Park, 500 W. Jackson Ave.
• Nike Sports Complex, 288 W. Diehl Rd.
• Commissioners Park, 3704 111th St.
The fourth and fifth rinks, located at Gartner Park at 524 Gartner Road and at Meadow Glens, located
at 1303 Muirhead Ave., are not lighted and close at dusk. The status of whether an ice rink is open or
closed for skating can be found at: www.napervilleparks.org/cancellations.
:-0Season Reserved Tee Time Program Golf every weekend from April through
September with a reserved tee time! SRTT
members enjoy green fees, range balls,
prizes and cookouts for one annual fee.
Saturday and Sunday times available at both
Springbrook
and
Naperbrook.
Visit golfnaperville.org for details.

Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are
available 24 hours a day at all
buildings. Materials may also be
renewed by calling 630.961.0460 or
by logging into your account online. The Library Catalog,
http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to
download or renew materials.
-0The next scheduled Naperville Public Library Board of
Trustees meeting will be 7 PM, Wednesday, February 19, at the Nichols Library. More information can
be found at https://www.naperville-lib.org/about/board-meeting-agendas-and-packets. If you have
something that needs to be shared with the Naperville Public Library's Board of trustees, you may send
an email to nplboard@naperville-lib.org.
-0This month’s first Brown Bag Lecture, on
Thursday, February 6, topic is The Real Mae West.
Mae West shattered box office records and public
sensibilities. She rocketed from Broadway to
become the highest-paid actress in Hollywood. Her
one-liners scandalized the censor yet made her an
icon. Meet the woman behind the wit and learn about the real Mae West, portrayed by Martina Mathisen.
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The second Brown Bag event, on Thursday February 20th
will be Mrs. Lincoln In Love. Settled comfortably in the
Executive Mansion in January of 1862, Mrs. Lincoln,
portrayed by Laura Keyes, reflects on the loves of her life
while visiting with ladies during an afternoon tea. Listen
as she shares some of Mr. Lincoln’s love letters to her.
For both Brown Bag events, bring a sack lunch at 12:30;
the program will begin at 1 p.m. and concludes at 2 at the 95th Street Library - Meeting Room A/B.

Your next Homeowners Confederation meeting is
8 AM Saturday, February 15th in Naperville
Municipal Center Meeting Room B
Keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com
for late-breaking news and information.

When you find us, make sure to like us!
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