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The NAHC newsletter is published monthly to provide the news and information Naperville homeowners need. We welcome
and appreciate your feedback and input. Send it, along with information for future newsletters, to Newsletter Editor Bob Fischer
at rafischer1@aol.com.

Mixed Metaphors, Musings, and Miscellaneous Meanderings from the Editor…
With yard waste pickup returning on March 16 (yes, I already filled a bag and expect to have several
more), and curbside brush collection slated to begin on May 11th (I’m really excited to try out the chain
saw I got for Christmas), and warmer weather in the forecast my thoughts over recent days have turned
to the pair of large trees in my front yard. When I first moved into my house, almost 35 years ago, the
front yard was a barren wasteland. Then I started planting things. Today it is a shade garden with shrubs,
perennials, and those two large trees. In some ways, particularly following a wind storm when there are
branches and twigs to round up, they do frustrate me. On the other hand, they are the defining focal
point for my home. Either way, I am grateful to have them and feel, if nothing else, that they do save me
a couple bucks each year on electricity for air conditioning. My good buddy (and Confederation Tree
Guru) Skeet recently shared a document on the benefits of these large trees. It’s a very interesting read,
and I recommend it to anyone wondering if the hassles of fall raking and regular maintenance are really
worthwhile. You can check out this excellent document, from the US Forest Service, on the
Confederation website at http://www.napervillehomeowners.com/NAHC/NewsDoc/NewsDoc40685.pdf.
As is my usual habit, I disappeared for a while in February and missed some of the interesting
happenings around town. Thanks to Social Media, I caught up on some of the recent controversy about
Airbnb short term rentals and the desire of some in the community to protect their homes and property
values (or more precisely to have the City do it) from events such as the Super Bowl party that led to
hordes of rowdy part goers descending on a high-end neighborhood.
A few years back, when I was on the Housing Advisory Commission, a public hearing on the role the
City should play in regulating landlords and rental properties; particularly whether additional regulation
beyond what currently is in the Municipal Code and zoning restrictions could and should be
implemented, was held. After hearing a lot of people, and deliberation amongst the commissioners, a
consensus was reached that the unintended consequences (and expenses) of new and more stringent
regulation really did not seem necessary. Admittedly, short term rentals and party houses were not our
focus, and homeowners (and investors) renting their properties for short term use wasn’t a big deal.
While I’m still wary of additional regulation, I am open to hearing other perspectives. Let me know.
Looking forward to seeing you at the March 21 Confederation meeting! Until then, have a great March,
relish the coming of Spring, tend your gardens when the snow melts, and thanks for reading.
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The Next Confederation Meeting Is March 21
Your next regularly scheduled NAHC meeting will be Saturday morning, March 21st at 8:00 AM
in Naperville Municipal Center Meeting Room B, 400 S. Eagle Street. This month’s meeting will
focus on homeowner neighborhood and HOA engagement. As always, your comments and interaction
will be welcomed.
The meeting will begin at 8:30 AM in Lower Level Meeting Room B of the Naperville Municipal Center,
400 S. Eagle Street, and is scheduled to end promptly at 10 AM. Coffee and networking, beginning at
8 AM, will precede the open discussion and provide an opportunity to meet our board members and
engage in conversation about your neighborhood needs.
Watch www.napervillehomeowners,.com for updates and additional information as we finalize our plans.
Also, mark your calendars for these upcoming meetings:
• April 18 – City Council “Off the Dais”
• May 16 - NAHC Annual Meeting & Elections; A Closer Look at Public Safety

Thanks to the Paramount Theatre. Our February Meeting Sponsor
A hearty thanks goes out to the Paramount Theatre, for sponsoring our February General Meeting. At
the meeting they reminded us that tickets for the 2020/2021 Broadway
Season are now available for renewal or pre ordering with the same deal as
always: Buy 2 Shows, Get 2 Shows FREE. For more information on this
trusted neighbor, and to buy tickets for upcoming shows and events,
including the new BOLD series beginning in the Fall at the Copley Theatre,
click here. I just saw “The Secret of My Success” and heartily recommend it.

Your Support Is Greatly Appreciated
While we try to run a frugal operation and rely on volunteers and sponsors, we need your help to:
• Serve as an advocate for and a voice of the people who call the Naperville area their home;
• Create an awareness of residents' needs through relationships at all levels of government national, state, city, counties, townships, school and park districts;
• Support member associations with organizational and program needs - facilitating interchange
of ideas, resources, and information between and among homeowners associations;
• Build, through a cooperative effort, a community dedicated to the enhancement of our property;
• Provide, through regular meetings, special events such as candidate and issue forums, our
newsletter and website, a forum for homeowner concerns and interests.
All of this requires your dues. To reduce overhead and to provide financial certainty (and a bonus) to
our loyal members, the Confederation Board established a dues pre-payment option. Members can buy
in at the annual rate ($30 for association, $10 for individual members), or they can lock in their
membership for three years, with the payment for the third year discounted by 50% (a total cost of $75
for associations, $25 for individuals). Dues checks can be sent to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you would like to receive an invoice, please email us at: mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
Additionally, YOUR CONTACT INFO IS NEEDED! The NAHC maintains an updated contact list of
homeowner associations within the area to better serve both our member and non-member
constituencies. We serve as a contact middleman so entities like the City of Naperville and Naperville
Park District can directly reach out to your association with updates, information, and special requests.
Thanks for your support!
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Fifth Avenue Redevelopment Update
While the Confederation does not have a formal position on this project, our representation on the
Steering Committee continues to track, analyze, and report on progress being made. Input from our
members, is welcomed and a discussion is
typically held at our General Membership
meetings.
The Steering Committee held a meeting on
Saturday, February 15, to review the
“compromise” proposal for Fifth Avenue which
was designed to address major issues including
traffic, density, height, and congestion. . As with
most compromises, while the general
consensus was that this was a step in the right
direction, the individual stakeholder groups
involved with the Steering Committee continued
to have questions and reservations about the proposed revisions. Foremost among these were
commuters wondering if the parking decks were really an improvement for their needs (due to distance
from the train platforms and the time required to navigate the decks on a daily basis); area homeowner
concerns with traffic flow, congestion, and pedestrian safety; the Senior Task Force reservations with
the location of the proposed senior housing, and the walkability associated with this remote location;
and an overall question of whether this is development for the sake of development, or if there is a
wholistic plan that might address all of the varying stakeholder positions and improve the City of
Naperville going forward.
Subsequent to the Steering Committee meeting, it was announced that the anticipated March 2nd City
Council Workshop on Fifth Avenue was being delayed in order to provide City staff with the opportunity
to analyze the financial data presented, present Council with options associated with these revisions,
and allow the public ample time to view the resultant financial information and staff analysis. Accordingly,
the workshop was canceled and will be rescheduled to a to-be-determined date in April. This seems to
be a reflection of the major changes in project scope and realistic questions surrounding the funding of
commuter parking decks, and the ancillary economic benefits of the scaled down proposal,
Updated status, including the confirmed date of a workshop, will be posted on the City of Naperville
website at https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-innaperville/fifth-avenue-redevelopment/.
The Confederation will continue to monitor the status of
the development planning and report on progress, or
lack thereof, within this newsletter and during our
monthly general membership meetings.

Sponsors Needed for Our Upcoming Meetings
Would your business or organization like to communicate with homeowners? Consider
becoming an NAHC monthly meeting sponsor!
Each month, September through May, the Confederation presents an informative
and interactive meeting on topics relevant to area residents and neighborhoods, and
an integral part of these meetings is the coffee and networking time prior to the
meeting.
To make our networking time memorable, we invite area organizations and
businesses to provide the “coffee and…” in exchange for an opportunity to present
their message to members present, as well as readers of our newsletter and social
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media posts. Sponsors are provided with table space for food, drink and to display products and
literature. For the month of the meeting, our newsletter includes the Sponsor's logo and an "elevator
speech" describing the sponsor's business or services. Our website and social media posts provide
shout outs to the sponsor beyond the provided 3 minutes to talk about their
product/organization/company at the meeting.
The sponsor is asked to provide food and drink, such as pastries, fruit, juice, coffee, etc. for up to 40
attendees. The sponsor is responsible for Set Up and Clean Up of the refreshment area; we also ask
that they provide all paper & plastic products (cups, plates, napkins, utensils, etc.); and consider fronting
the $30 Room Rental required by the City of Naperville. For questions or to sponsor an upcoming
meeting, contact us at naperahc@gmail.com. We look forward to introducing you to our neighbors!

Reasonable Assistance - HUD Clarifies Accommodation
Requests for Assistance Animals
As a CAI member, the Confederation is proud to share relevant information from CAI’s monthly newsletter, CAI@Home,

Community associations have seen a steady rise in the
volume of residents making reasonable accommodation
requests for emotional support animals—also known as care
companions or therapy animals. Recognizing the
complexities that association boards must navigate, CAI
made it a priority in 2019 to advocate for the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development to provide
clarification on responding to these requests.
On Jan. 28, HUD released new guidance for individuals with
disabilities requesting an accommodation for an assistance
animal and housing providers responding to these requests
under the Fair Housing Act (FHA). According to HUD, FHA
complaints
concerning
denial
of
reasonable
accommodations and disability access comprise almost
60% of all FHA complaints, and those involving requests for
reasonable accommodations for assistance animals are
significantly increasing.
The agency's guidance clarifies when a housing provider
may request information on an individual's disability and the
disability-related need for an emotional support animal;
whether internet certificates are considered a valid form of
documentation when making a request; and the types of
animals that can provide emotional support.
HUD's guidance does not expand or alter housing providers'
obligations under FHA or HUD's implementing regulations.
It is a tool for housing providers and persons with a disability
to use at their discretion.
The document also provides best practices for addressing
requests for reasonable accommodations to keep animals in housing where individuals with disabilities
reside or seek to reside. HUD recommends its new guidance be read together with its regulations
prohibiting discrimination under the FHA.
The goal of the guidance is to make it easier for housing providers and individuals requesting an
accommodation for an assistance animal to better understand what legal steps need to be taken to
secure a reasonable accommodation, especially when discussing a disability that is not readily
discernable. >>Read the highlights of the new guidance from HUD.
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Naperville Development Update
Wondering about new developments? The Confederation regularly meets with City Staff to review
projects in progress around our community and we recently received this update.
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A Safer Naper – Volunteers Help Make Our’s ‘A Safer Naper’
Naperville may have a small-town feel, but it is a bustling city. Naperville boasts nearly 150,000 residents
and 39 square miles of residential, commercial, recreational and industrial development, making it the
fourth largest city in the State of Illinois.
Keeping a city of this size safe is a big job. We are
certainly up to the task, but we’re also thrilled to say that
we don’t have to do it alone. This month, the Naperville
Police Department is highlighting how our existing
volunteers support us in making our community “A Safer Naper” and how you can get involved, too.
Did you know the Naperville Police Department has one of the oldest Police Explorer programs in
Illinois? Law Enforcement Exploring is a national program providing young men and women ages 1421 the opportunity to “explore” a career in law enforcement. Currently, we have 15 young adults
increasing their awareness of the criminal justice system through training, practical experience and other
activities here at NPD.
For our more mature residents with an interest in community policing and volunteering, we have the
Naperville Community Radio Watch (CRW) group that was established in 1982. CRW members receive
specialized training from police department personnel and act
as additional eyes and ears in the community. CRW members
learn the basics of criminal and civil law, participate in ridealong’s with patrol officers and receive dispatch training. They
may also provide additional police department supervised
security at special events including parades, triathlons, city fairs
and activities.
From the Police Explorers and CRW’s to our Chaplain’s
Association, Crime Stoppers, Community Access Naperville
and Naperville 203 Connections volunteers and our civilian tour
guides, we are extremely fortunate to have community support
from so many residents. These volunteers are certainly help
make our community “A Safer Naper.”
Visit www.naperville.il.us/asafernaper to learn about becoming
a member of the Police Explorers, Crime Stoppers or
Community Radio Watch programs and to read more about the
contributions of the Chaplain’s Association, Community Access
Naperville, Naperville 203 Connections and civilian tour guides.
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CAI News
CAI is a non-profit dedicated to building better communities through
education, networking, and legislative efforts. Your Confederation Board
joined CAI to have improved access to their offerings and insights, as
well as to share them with our members. Learn more at www.caiillinois.org. You can also Follow CAI Illinois on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.
UPCOMING HOA Education & Information Opportunities:
Meetings & Elections (DCAL) - Mar 3—3-hour class covering Meetings & Elections
• Community Associations Institute--Illinois, 1821 Walden Office Square, Suite 100,
Schaumburg, IL 60173
• March 03 , 2020
• 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
• Cost: Free for CAI Members/ $35 for non-members
The course’s purpose is to explain the types of meetings, terminology used, meeting requirements,
documents needed, format, frequency and logistics of association board meetings. Elections of officers
to the board and how the process works play a large part of this curriculum as well as the role of the
officers of the board. Creating a sound board of directors for a community association is one of the key
elements in running the association efficiently. This course includes how to stay within guidelines given
by the Declarations and Bylaws as well as legislative acts in our state. Meetings & Elections Registration
Condo/HOA Q&A - Mar 19—Q&A Session in Schaumburg presenting in a Family Feud gameshow
format. Food and beverage provided
• Westwood Tavern, Schaumburg
• March 19 , 2020
• 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
• Cost: Free for all homeowners to attend
Join us for Condo/HOA Q&A in a fun “Family Feud” format! Learn about hot Condo/HOA issues related
to maintenance, insurance, legal issues, homeowner rights, board member responsibilities, and more.
Volunteer to be a contestant in the game show or be an audience member to listen and learn. There will
be time for individual Q&A as well. Appetizers and cocktails/soft drink provided.
New Member Orientation & Networking Breakfast
• JC Restoration, Rolling Meadows
• March 26 , 2020
• 8:30 AM - 10:30 AM
• Free for all to attend
Did you Join CAI within the last year?
Come join us for New Member Orientation and learn all that CAI has to offer you. Don’t miss out on this
opportunity to meet office staff, volunteer leaders, and other new members.
Even if you are not a CAI member, you are also invited to stay for the Networking Breakfast immediately
following where you will be able to meet existing members and learn how CAI can help you in your
association.
CAI IL Legal Forum - Friday, April 17
Board Members, Homeowners, and Property Managers--- Don't miss this opportunity to learn the
latest legal updates, ask legal questions, and interact with attorneys and community association
colleagues. There will be:
-- Eight law firms presenting 'Hot Legal Topics' which affect community associations
-- Attend up to 4 sessions, earning up to 8 CAI Continuing Education Credits (CE Credits approved for
CMCA and AMS designation renewal)
-- Breakfast & Lunch included - Bring your burning legal questions for breakfast & lunch attorney
panels!
-- Efficient seminar schedule to maximize your education!
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Spring Gardening Tips from The Conservation Foundation
Location, Location, Location - A common mistake when gardening is choosing
the wrong location. Your vegetable garden needs at least eight hours of sunlight
a day. Ideally, the garden location will have a slight slope to drain properly and
be out of direct, cold wind.
Clean-Up, Clean-Up - You want to start your Spring gardening by removing
broken branches, dead plant material and leaves. They can harbor disease,
fungi and unwanted pests.
Mulch Does More than Look Good - Not only does mulch make your garden
look neater and more finished, it also conserves moisture, reduces weed growth
and soil disease, and keeps the soil cooler during the summer. Use
approximately 2-3 inches of mulch in your planting beds and garden to help the
soil retain water and reduce the amount of water you have to use on your garden.
Water Wisely - Be sure to water in the early morning or in the evening to reduce the amount of
evaporation loss. Also, most landscape plants do not need to be watered every day. Practice deep,
infrequent watering to encourage deep root growth. Overwatering can stress the plants and lead to
disease and pest problems
Conserve Water with a Rain Barrel - With all of the spring rain, why not save on your water bill and
use rain water collected in a rain barrel. Connect your downspouts to rain barrels and hook on a hose
to water your garden. Not only does it help your pocketbook, the plants grow better with rain water.
Black Gold - Let your kids play in the dirt. As long as the soil is free of lead and any hazardous materials,
it is actually good for them. Researchers have discovered that natural “friendly” bacteria in the soil can
actually boost the mood as effectively as an anti-depressant.
Annuals vs Perennials - Save money by choosing perennials over annuals. Besides the obvious, that
you have to buy new annuals each year, the plants also require more water. Perennials and in particular
native plants, do not need as much water because of their deep root system. Native plants can survive
long dry periods which seem to be occurring more regularly each year.

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
Naperville's weekly yard waste collection program will run from March 16 to Dec. 18, 2020.
Landscape waste must be placed in paper yard waste bags or clearly labeled cans or carts. Bundled
small branches will also be picked up. A yard waste sticker must be attached to each bag, container or
bundle placed at the curb for collection. State law prohibits grass clippings, leaves, garden waste and
branches from being placed in landfills.
Questions or concerns regarding yard waste collection, or a missed pick up should be directed to Groot
Industries at 630-892-9294, M-F 8am - 4pm.
Residents with greater yard waste needs and/or an interest in recycling organics such as food scraps
can now choose between two yard waste cart sizes. In lieu of purchasing Kraft bags and stickers,
residents may rent a 65-gallon cart that holds approximately 3 bags a week, or a 95-gallon cart that
holds approximately 4 bags a week. In addition to yard waste, food waste can also be placed in the
convenient cart, helping keep these items out of landfills. (Food waste composting is only available to
those who subscribe to this program.)
The 2020 fee to rent a 65-gallon cart is $185 and a 95-gallon cart is $225. To sign up and order your
cart, call Groot Industries at (630) 892-9294.
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The City of Naperville is offering qualified Naperville Electric Utility residential customers, both
homeowners and renters, a rebate for energy-efficient central air conditioners installed between
February 1, 2020 and April 30, 2021. The rebates are offered, thanks to $16,800 in funding from the
Illinois Municipal Electric Agency, Naperville’s power supplier. Limit one rebate per customer account.
To qualify for the rebate, central air conditioners must be purchased and installed between Feb. 1, 2020
and April 30, 2021. The rebate is based on the Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER), which
measures the cooling efficiency of a central air conditioner. Central air conditioners with a SEER of 15
will receive a $300 rebate; a SEER of 16 will receive a $400 rebate; and a SEER of 18 will receive a
$600 rebate. The Department of Energy suggests when replacing a central air conditioning unit to look
for a SEER of at least 15.
The installation must pass a City of Naperville inspection and must be connected to a City of Naperville
electric meter and billed under the appropriate residential electric rate.
An application form is available on the City’s website with detailed instructions on how to apply for the
rebate. The rebate will appear as a credit on a customer’s utility bill, which should be posted after
approximately two billing cycles. Completed applications must be submitted within 120 days of
installation date.
For more info about the central air conditioner rebate program, visit www.naperville.il.us/ac-rebate/.
-0The Illinois Office of the State Fire Marshall is reminding Illinoisans of the importance of having approved
smoke alarms. Illinois law requires that smoke alarms in dwelling units are listed by an approved thirdparty testing organization. The Smoke Detector Act (425 ILCS 60) outlines requirements for smoke
alarms in dwelling units (one- and two-family homes).
According to the Act, every home or hotel must have at least one approved, operating smoke detector
within fifteen feet of every room used for sleeping purposes. Further, the smoke detector must be
installed on the ceiling at least six inches from any walls, or can be
installed on a wall located between four and six inches from the
ceiling.
An “approved smoke detector” is defined by the Act as “a smoke
detector of the ionization or photoelectric type, which complies with all
the requirements of the rules and regulations of [OSFM].” By January
1, 2023, all smoke alarms/detectors must have a sealed 10-year
battery unless the alarms are hardwired into the home.
When purchasing a smoke alarm for your household, be certain that that the smoke alarm has been
approved by a third-party testing organization as some retail outlets may sell non-listed smoke alarms.
OSFM has worked to pass an update to the NFPA 101, Life Safety Code 2015 edition, effective January
1, 2020, which contains requirements for smoke alarms/detectors, including that they be listed by a
third-party testing organization.
There are several third-party testing organizations that will validate that a smoke alarm meets nationallyrecognized standards. OSFM does not itself endorse any specific brand of smoke alarms or a specific
third-party testing organization.
To ensure you are purchasing a listed smoke alarm, you must confirm that the packaging or the item
itself contains the requisite mark indicating that the smoke alarm has been listed by a third-party testing
organization. Not only do listed smoke alarms provide for compliance with Illinois law, but they also
serve as an assurance that you are using a smoke alarm that has been manufactured and tested to
industry standards for safe and proper functioning. If you have questions as to whether a smoke alarm
you own or are looking to purchase is properly listed, you can contact your local fire department for
more information and assistance.
-0-
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The Confederation proudly shares information from The Power of Choice, The Power of Choice is a
collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services
in District 203 and 204 middle and high schools
growing the number of students making healthy
choices regarding substance use. You can vsit
their Community Resource Guide for resources
related to after-school opportunities, communitybased health, community safety, domestic
violence/sexual assault, human services, LGBTQ,
mental health, and volunteer opportunities for
teens. Also look for monthly newsletters geared to
both middle school and high school parents on
their website. This month’s messaging includes:
Parents of Middle School/Jr. High School
Students: In this issue of the Parent Post , Middle
School edition, we are exploring the importance of
monitoring and communicating clear expectations
with our teens when it comes to talking about not
using alcohol. While parent-child conversations
about not drinking are essential, talking isn’t
enough—we also need to take concrete action to
help our children resist alcohol. Research strongly
shows that active, supportive involvement by
parents and guardians can help teens avoid
underage drinking and prevent later alcohol
misuse. Find ideas for monitoring & setting clear
expectation about not using alcohol here: The
Parent Post..
Our Family Copes Strong - Stop and take a
mindful moment with the family using March’s
talking tips about stress here: Power Talk for Families. We hear that word “stress” a lot. Usually we
talk about stress as it affects an individual. But families also have stress they experience as a collective
unit. Life changes such as death, divorce, sibling conflict, relocation or illness affect all members of a
family. The level of impact that a stressor has on the family and its members is based on the resources
they have for dealing with the event. If a family has developed appropriate resources, they will see life
changes as challenges to be met. If not, they may view a stressor as uncontrollable. Keep Talking, They
Are Listening—the more your family talks together, the easier it is to talk about not using alcohol.
Operation Snowball: ‘This is Our Time’ – April 17-19th - Register by March 16th - Operation
Snowball (Naperville Chapter) is fondly referred to as “Snowball.” It is a fun, engaging and popular youth
leadership development program. 360 Youth Services partners with Districts 203 & 204 to coordinate
this teen-led and adult supported program for area high school students Register now for this lifechanging event for your teen. Operation Snowball is a fun, engaging and popular prevention program
from 360 Youth Services in partnership with Districts 203 and 204. This weekend retreat is a teen-led
and adult-guided program for area high school students. Presentations, workshops, activities, and small
group discussions all combine to empower teens to make healthy
choices and have a positive impact on their peers. Meant for all
teens, Snowball allows teens to experience themselves in a
positive, non-judgmental, growth producing and fun camp
setting.
Information about Operation Snowball’s “This is Our Time”
retreat on April 17-19 and online registration form are available at 360youthservices.org/operation-
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snowball/. The deadline for registration is Monday, March 16th. All forms and fees need to be submitted
to 360 Youth Services by that date.
The Power of Choice, a collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District 203 and 204 middle
and high schools, is funded in whole or in part by the Illinois Department of Health Services, Division of
Substance Use Prevention and Recovery through a grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration.
-0The Aurora City Council and Indian Prairie District 204 recently approved an intergovernmental
agreement (IGA) between the City and the District which sets procedures and guidelines for the
use of development incentives in the Route 59 Corridor.
“District 204 is appreciative of its partnership with Aurora,” said Indian Prairie Superintendent Dr. Karen
Sullivan. “We have a strong agreement that supports the economic development of the city while
providing the necessary resources to educate our students.”
The mutually beneficial agreement is the culmination of months of planning and negotiations between
the City and the District spurred by current redevelopment initiatives in the corridor and increasing
interest for future redevelopment projects.
For the next decade, the IGA will govern the specific use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) incentives
and economic development communications between the City and District 204 for development activity
in the Route 59 Corridor area with such stipulations as:
• TIF incentives will not be utilized as the first and only source of development incentives.
• TIF districts within the designated area will only last for 15 years, instead of the general 23 years.
• Any taxes generated from development within a TIF district on property that generates students
will be considered surplus.
• The District agrees not to oppose such a TIF district during the Joint Review Board, and also
agrees not to challenge the eligibility of a TIF district in court.
“Aurora is in the midst of a redevelopment renaissance and the Route 59 Corridor is a top priority for
the City and a key focal point for developers,” said Mayor Irvin. “Education is also a top priority for my
administration, and we want to do what is best for the City and schools in a collaborative way. This
agreement with District 204 does just that and helps to strengthen our community.”
-0-.
DuPage County and SCARCE Hosting 14th Annual Sustainable Design Challenge for Local High
Schools - DuPage County and SCARCE are now accepting project proposals from local high school
students for the 14th annual Sustainable Design Challenge. Scheduled for April 21, the Sustainable
Design Challenge encourages students to construct building and landscape models using
environmental and water-friendly design practices.
“This is one of the most unique and educational events we host at the County campus each year,” said
DuPage County Stormwater Management Committee Chairman Jim Zay. “High school students design,
construct and showcase green buildings. They answer questions from elected officials and
professionals, providing a great experience for the students as they’re deciding on colleges and majors.”
In addition to inspiring students to explore careers in urban planning, architecture and engineering, the
competition promotes environmental and stormwater education within Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) curricula in local high schools.
Registration will be open through April 3. For information on participating in this year’s challenge,
visit https://www.scarce.org/event/2020-sustainable-design-challenge/. All projects will be on display to
the public from 9 to 11 a.m. April 21 at the JTK Administration Building, 421 N. County Farm Road,
Wheaton.
.
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Mark Your Calendar
•
For upcoming City of Naperville City Council, Board and Commission meetings go to
https://www.naperville.il.us/government/city-of-naperville-government-meeting-listing/
•
Naperville VFW’s “All You Can Eat” Fish Fry is open to the public every Friday, 4:30-7:30 PM
through April 10th at the Judd Kendall VFW, 908 W Jackson Ave, Naperville. The buffet menu varies
but there will be two kinds of fish, chicken, salad,
vegetables, (8 hot items) plus rolls, desert and coffee all
included. Buffet by Belgio’s Catering. Full menu is
available at http://www.napervfw3873.org. A full cash
bar is available. Adults $12, seniors $10, children $7,
plus tax, 3 and under FREE! Cash and credit cards accepted. Event phone number (630) 420-9820
•
Naperville Community Unit District 203’s Board of Education next meeting is a Work Session
on Monday, March 2nd at 7 PM at the District 203 Administrative Center, 203 West Hillside Road,
Naperville. Board sessions are also streamed live via the
internet and recorded copies can be accessed on the “Meeting
Dates, Agendas and Minutes” page. The Board’s next
Business Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 16th at 7 PM, also at the Administrative Center.
Business meetings are televised on Naperville Community Television, Channel 17 via Comcast and
WideOpenWest. They are aired on the first Tuesday after the meeting. See the schedule for times on
the NCTV website.
• Join the Naperville Kiwanis on Sat., March 7 at Naperville Central High
School for this 65-year old community fundraiser that supports 28 local
charities. Enjoy all-you-can-eat pancakes and sausage, entertainment, raffles
and more. Pancake meal tickets can be purchased online below at $10 per
person. Children under the age of 10 are free. More details
at: www.bit.ly/kiwanispancake
• The next scheduled meeting of the Indian Prairie District 204 Board of
Education will be Monday, March 9th
with a Special Meeting at 5 PM and the regular meeting at 7 pm
at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora.
Meeting agendas and documents will be available online prior to
the meetings. Video of the regular meeting can be streamed live
or viewed the following day at YouTube. The Board is also
scheduled to meet on Monday, March 23rd at 7:00 PM
• The West Suburban Irish annual St. Patrick's Day Parade steps off on
March 14, 2020 at 10:00 AM through Downtown Naperville. The Parade is
highly anticipated and is a time for everyone to come together and share in
the fun with over 2,000 parade participants and 12,000 – 15,000 parade
attendees. The mix of participants covers dancers, musicians, politicians,
businesses, non-profits, schools and so much more. Included in the 93
groups in this year’s parade will be 30 Businesses, 3 Irish Dance groups, 7
Marching Bands, 23 Not for Profit, Family, or Youth Groups and 16 Political
Candidates, including Congressman Bill Foster
• All District 204 parents are invited to attend events hosted by the Parent
Diversity Advisory Council. The book "White Fragility" by Robyn DiAngelo from 7 to 9 pm on March
19 at the Crouse Education Center. This event is in collaboration with the Naperville Public Library,
Naperville Neighbors United, and the PAGES, PACES and PATHS parent groups.
•
The Next regular meeting of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees will be on Thursday,
March 19th at the College of DuPage, 425 Fawell Boulevard, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. For more information
go to https://www.cod.edu/about/board_of_trustees/notices.aspx
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•
The Indian Prairie Parents’ Council (IPPC) and District 204 are hosting the 11th annual Summer
Activities Fair from 6 to 8 pm on Monday, March 23 at Still Middle School, 787 Meadowridge Dr.,
Aurora. The event highlights enriching summer activities throughout our local community for children
and teenagers and provides families with one-stop shopping to enroll their children in various programs.
High school students can find information about community volunteer opportunities. Exhibitors in
attendance offer programs ranging from summer camps to STEM programs and athletics. A list of
exhibitors will be available on the District 204 site prior to the event. Exhibitor registrations are now being
accepted. For more information, contact Peter Barnard, IPPC treasurer at ippcpta@gmail.com..
•
Detention Basins: Going Native - “DuPage County Stormwater Management and The
Conservation Foundation are hosting a FREE "Detention Basins: Going Native" workshop on March
25th from 6-8:30 PM at the Northern Illinois University’s Naperville Conference Center, 1120 E. Diehl
Rd., Room 266, Naperville to discuss the health and management of local detention basins. Join us to
learn about what goes into creating and maintaining a healthy detention basin. Speakers will also
provide guidance to landowners on how to select landscapers and contractors to maintain or retrofit
detention
basins.”
For
more
information
and
to
register
go
to
https://detention_basins_going_native.eventbrite.com

News from Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor
museum set on 13 magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville. The
museum is home to thirty historical structures dating back as early as the 1830s. Featuring exhibits,
special events, educational programming and more, Naper Settlement is where history comes alive and
the community comes to connect. For more information, visit www.napersettlement.org or call (630)
420-6010. Winter Hours are in effect from November 1, 2019 through March 31, 2020, Tuesday Friday: 10
AM
4
PM
Sunday, Monday, & Saturday: Closed. The interior of the Visitor Center is open year-round, where you
will find changing exhibit galleries, including the award-winning "Brushstrokes of the Past" exhibit, and
the tavern. The building interiors are closed to the public during the winter season. Explore Naper
Settlement's calendar of events to learn more about the museum's daily educational programs, events,
and more. . Admission is free for Naperville residents with proof of residency. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
Sustainability Through Food - As we move forward with the plans for the Agricultural Interpretive
Center, the Naper Settlement team has spent a great deal of time educating ourselves on agricultural
best practices and innovation. We’ve visited the ACES School of Agriculture at U of I, attended lunchand-learns provided by the Chicago Farmers, and met with the Illinois Farm Bureau. Most recently, we
were invited by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) to participate in a convening of
roughly 100 area leaders to discuss successful models and available resources in the areas of food
access, agriculture, and environment. IDNR’s Executive Director, Colleen Callahan, was present, as
were the heads of the Urban Growers Collective, the Chicago Flower & Garden Show, the Public Affairs
Director of USDA Food & Nutrition Service and many others.
The goal is to make a commitment to food access, healthy food, and address food deserts in our
communities. We listened to presentations on urban agriculture models, the history of food access and
food deserts in the Chicago area, the role of farmers markets in the efforts, and more.
We’ve learned what our own farming community already knew when it sought us out - Agriculture is our
livelihood in this state. It is Illinois' number one industry; it impacts our economy; it imprints our values,
and it is an incredible pathway for challenging, invigorating meaningful and lucrative careers in
STE(A)M. These learnings will be incorporated into the Agricultural Interpretive Center, designed to
educate our community about our farming roots and how supporting agriculture benefits a sustainable
future. You can learn more by clicking here.
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-0Toward a More Complete History - People often think of Naper Settlement as offering only pioneer
history, but the museum also collects, researches, and shares Naperville’s 20th and 21st century as
well. In 2017, the museum was awarded a prestigious Institute of Museum and Library Services National
Leadership Grant to lead six museums and cultural organizations across the northern and western
United States to explore histories of exclusion in their communities. The grant, Unvarnished, is helping
the cohort to explore how their towns and cities participated in once-common racially or religiously
restrictive real estate covenants or other practices of exclusion, such as being a Sundown
Town. Sundown Towns allowed people of color to work in the community during the day, and required
that they be out of town by nightfall. Many towns and cities in Illinois followed the practice, including
Naperville. By the 1960s, a group of community members were actively working to bring fair housing to
the City. From that era, we see a call for the formation of a Naperville Human Relations Commission,
and combined with the onset of the Technology Corridor and changes in federal immigration law, the
way was paved for the Naperville that we know today. In 2021, an on-line exhibit, sharing the histories
of communities in Illinois, California, Connecticut, Ohio and Wisconsin, will be launched.
Click here to learn more about the project and the commitment to inclusivity in our community

Here’s What’s Happening at Naper Settlement
HERstory Speaks Lecture Series: Rosie Wins the War. Sunday, March 8 · 4-5PM in Century
Memorial Chapel. For tickets call: 630-420-6010. Non-Members:
$10/Adult, $9/Youth (4-12) and Students. Members: Free
During WWII, as millions of men left for battle, American women
stepped up to fill the void in building needed war materials. Dr.
Catherine Forslund looks at women’s roles in wartime
manufacturing including the problems recruiting them, the jobs they
did, how most were summarily fired at the war’s end, and how that
experience effected women’s employment ever after.
.
Naper Settlement is pleased to announce its line-up of hands-on, educational day camps at
Camp Naper this summer, with registration opening February 17. The two-month program
offers nineteen uniquely themed experiences ranging from 1- to 5- day camps for campers in grades 18. Children embark on an interactive learning adventure while exploring topics such as science,
art, history, and architecture.
“Camp Naper will be a whole new experience for our campers in 2020,” said Jackie Maronic, learning
experiences team leader. “Every camp has been reimagined to interpret the themes in a new way. From
sampler packs to week-long camps, the variety will appeal to campers of all age levels and interests. For
new and returning campers alike, it will build a new set of skills and create lasting memories.”
Naper Settlement’s robust list of camps this year includes seven new offerings and all camps provide
an advanced track for older campers. Highlights include:
•
•
•
•

World War II: America Goes All In, where campers will learn about the use of propaganda,
rationing, and scrap collecting during the war;
OG Pioneers: Living Off the Grid, where campers will practice conservation and recycling
“pioneer style”;
DIY Week: Makers Make Their Mark, where campers will explore their creativity and
sustainability through making soap, candles, house décor, and more;
Camp Failing Forward: Inventors and Inventions, where history and technology collide
to teach campers about some of the world’s most remarkable inventions and how failure can
lead to innovation.

Camps begin June 1 and run through July 30. All camps are from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with drop off available
for parents beginning at 8 a.m. For detailed information on all camp tracks,
visit www.NaperSettlement.org/CampNaper. To register, call 630-420-6010. .
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Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn and Park Talk Blog. Registrations and rental
reservations are accepted at the following facilities: 95th Street Center, Alfred Rubin
Riverwalk Community Center, Fort Hill Activity Center, Knoch Knolls Nature Center.
Click here to Join the Naperville Park District's Email list and receive the latest news
and special offers.
The Naperville Park District's Park Board of Commissioners holds regular meetings on the second
and fourth Thursday of each month. "Matters from the Public" is a permanent agenda item that allows
the public to comment on Park District operations. The first meeting is at 7 p.m. on March 12h at the
Naperville Municipal Center's Council Chambers located at 400 South Eagle Street. This meeting is
broadcast live on the city cable station (Channel 6 WOW, 10 COMCAST/Xfinity, and 99 AT&T) as well
as streamed live and on demand from the City of Naperville website.
The second meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on March 26th at the Fort Hill Activity Center in the Multipurpose
Room, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive.
-0The 2020 Spring Program Guide has been sent to Naperville Park District resident mailboxes.
Additionally, the virtual version of this publication is available now on our website and copies can be
picked up at:
• Naperville Park District Administration Building, 320 W. Jackson Ave.
• 95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th Street, 2nd and 3rd floors
• Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave.
• Fort Hill Activity Center, 20 Fort Hill Dr.
• Knoch Knolls Nature Center, 320 Knoch Knolls Rd.
• Naperbrook Golf Course, 22204 W. 111th St./Hassert Blvd.
• Springbrook Golf Course, 2220 W. 83rd St.
• Naper Boulevard Library, 2035 S. Naper Blvd.
• Nichols Library, 200 W. Jefferson Ave.
• Ninety-fifth Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr.
• Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St., Main Level
REGISTRATION DATES TO REMEMBER
SPRING PROGRAMS AND SUMMER CAMPS Monday, March 2
Resident online, phone-in and walk-in registration for all programs other than PreK T-Ball, T-Ball, Coach
Pitch, Machine Pitch/Kid Pitch and Slidersz Girls’ Coach Pitch for Grades 1-2 begins at 8:30 a.m.
Thursday, March 5
Nonresident online, phone-in and walk-in registration for all programs other than PreK T-Ball, T-Ball,
Coach Pitch, Machine Pitch/Kid Pitch and Slidersz Girls’ Coach Pitch for Grades 1-2 begins at 8:30 a.m.
PREK T-BALL, T-BALL, COACH PITCH, MACHINE PITCH/KID PITCH AND SLIDERZ GIRLS’
COACH PITCH SOFTBALL FOR GRADES 1-2 Tuesday, March 10
Resident online registration begins at noon.
Thursday, March 12 - Resident and nonresident phone-in, nonresident online and walk-in registration
begins at noon.
GARDEN PLOTS - Registration location, where you can see the available plots, is at the front
desk on the second floor of the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave.
Registrations are not accepted at the Administration Building.
Monday, March 16 - Resident walk-in registration begins at 8:30 a.m. only at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk
Community Center, 305 West Jackson Avenue.
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Thursday, March 19 - Nonresident walk-in and second plot registration begin at 8:30 a.m. only at the
Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 West Jackson Avenue.
THREE EASY WAYS TO REGISTER:
1. Online at www.napervilleparks.org using our online registration system.
2: By form - forms will be input in the order they are received according to the registration schedule.
Drop off only
95th Street Center, 2244 West 95th St., Ste. 200 in Naperville, IL 60564
Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave. in Naperville, IL 60540
Fort Hill Activity Center, 20 Fort Hill Dr., Naperville, IL 60540
Dropped off registration forms will be accepted from the onset of delivery of the program guide.
These forms will be processed concurrently with online registration in the order they were
received.
3. In person or by phone – in person at the 95th Street Center, Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community
Center, Knoch Knolls Nature Center and the Fort Hill Activity Center (for hours of operation and
registration, visit www.napervilleparks.org/registrationlocations or by phone at 630-848-5000.
:-0Season Reserved Tee Time Program Golf every weekend from April through
September with a reserved tee time! SRTT
members enjoy green fees, range balls,
prizes and cookouts for one annual fee.
Saturday and Sunday times available at both
Springbrook
and
Naperbrook.
Visit golfnaperville.org for details.
-0Naperville Park District is providing free tax filing assistance to seniors through April 8, 2020.
Volunteers trained through the AARP Tax-Aide program are available to meet with individuals in 45minute appointments from 9:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. on Mondays and Wednesdays at the Alfred Rubin
Riverwalk Community Center, located at 305 W. Jackson Ave.
Those interested in scheduling an appointment for tax assistance may register by phone at 630-8485000
or
online
at www.napervilleparks.org by
clicking
the
“Online
Registration” tab and searching
for
“tax
appointment.”
Membership in AARP is not
required.
Have You Enrolled in Empower? - It’s
Like thousands of other
time
to
get
empowered!
The
City of Naperville is pleased to offer
volunteers across the country,
Empower,
a
free,
secure
online
dashboard that lets Naperville’s
the local AARP Tax-Aide
residential
and
commercial
electric
customers view their energy
volunteers complete training
usage
data.
Through
Empower,
customers
can see at-a-glance the
courses in aspects of tax law
days
and
times
they
use
the
most
energy
through
charts available
with materials supplied by the
in yearly, monthly, weekly, or daily formats. This tool is a way for
Internal
Revenue
Service
customers to evaluate their energy usage more often and use that
(IRS). The volunteers provide
information to make energy-saving changes, if they wish.
free electronic filing services
using IRS software that also is To register for Empower, visit www.empowernaperville.com.
Customers will need their account number on their utility bill to
used
by
many
paid
register. For more information about Empower, including guides on
professionals.
how
to
enroll
and
navigate
the
dashboard,
visit www.naperville.il.us/empower
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Individuals who register for tax assistance are asked to bring all necessary paperwork to their
appointment, including the following:
• Last year’s tax return and tax records
• A photo ID for each adult who will be listed on the tax return
• Proof of Social Security number (i.e., Social Security card, Social Security 1099 form,
or Medicare card) for each individual and dependent listed on the tax return
• Checking account routing number for direct deposit information
• ·Income documents, including W-2, 1099, etc.
• Information about tax-deductible items, including dependents, interest, real estate tax bill, state
tax bill, charitable donation receipts, etc.
Those who acquired healthcare coverage under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) must present Form 1095
showing proof of coverage

Library News
For more information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org
Drive-up returns for all materials are
available 24 hours a day at all
buildings. Materials may also be
renewed by calling 630.961.0460 or
by logging into your account online. The Library Catalog,
http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to
download or renew materials.
-0The next scheduled Naperville Public Library Board of
Trustees meeting will be 7 PM, Wednesday, March 18th at the Nichols Library. More information can
be found at https://www.naperville-lib.org/about/board-meeting-agendas-and-packets. If you have
something that needs to be shared with the Naperville Public Library's Board of trustees, you may send
an email to nplboard@naperville-lib.org.
-0Did you know that you can Access thousands
of magazines and newspapers with
PressReader, a free online newspaper and
magazine app for Naperville Public Library
cardholders? Here's everything you can do
with PressReader:
• Access over 6,000 newspapers and
magazines from 120 countries in 60+
languages
• Read newspapers like The Chicago
Tribune, The Guardian, New York Post
and The Times of India
• Read magazines like Vogue, Rolling
Stone, Top Gear, In Touch and more
• Listen to news on-the-go with
PressReader's audio feature
• Customize your own newsfeed based
on your interests and favorite
publications
• Download and save articles for later
• Translate content in different languages
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Sign-up is easy! All you need is your library card number and pin. Take advantage of this free library
resource and start reading today!
-0This month’s first Brown Bag Lecture, on
Thursday, March 5, topic is Florence
Nightingale. Megan Wells brings to life the
famous Florence who was so much more
than the Lady of the Lamp. Against all odds,
with a determination uncharacteristic of
women in the 1800s, Florence Nightingale
fought for the right to serve.
The second Brown Bag event, on Thursday March 19th will be Patrick and the Saints of the Emerald
Isle. Listen as Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, tell the tales of his life, as well as other Irish saints
including St. Brigid, St. Columba and more. This is a first-person portrayal by Terry Lynch of HFK
Presents.
For both Brown Bag events, bring a sack lunch at 12:30; the program will begin at 1 p.m. and concludes
at 2 at the 95th Street Library - Meeting Room A/B.

Your next Homeowners Confederation meeting is
8 AM Saturday, March 21st in Naperville Municipal
Center Meeting Room B
Keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com
for late-breaking news and information.

When you find us, make sure to like us!
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