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Mixed Metaphors, Musings, and Mental Meanderings by the Editor…
Thanksgiving was truly different this year. For our household, the traditional home-cooked extended
family dinner for 30 was downsized to a curbside pickup feast for two. As I searched for things to be
thankful for, near the top of the list was that for the first time in forty years I did not have to peel and
mash a dozen pounds of potatoes. Looking ahead, I fear this Christmas will also be lonely, but am
holding out hope for Easter dinner. Someday I might get the opportunity to try out the 12-quart pot for
boiling potatoes I received as a Father’s Day present, and am looking forward to creating a very large
pile of potato peels. Meanwhile, I am grateful I was able to order and pick up dinner and spend some
time on a video call with my kids and their families. It was also pleasant to see the Thanksgiving wishes
on social media and pictures of people sharing celebrations. Lastly, I am grateful for the restaurants that
made the day better with carryout and heat and serve offerings. If we all work together and stay safe,
hopefully the new normal will arrive sooner, rather than later.
It's an interesting time of the year with the ballot starting to take shape for the April 6 local elections, or
as I like to refer to them, Property Tax elections. Aside from County Board members selected in
November, the rest of the elected entities that feed at the Real Estate tax trough, including school and
park boards, townships and municipalities, all have members selected in April. Additionally, these same
entities, potentially populated by lame ducks with potentially no ongoing accountability to voters, are
busy this month finalizing future spending plans as they prepare the property tax levies.
Don’t be led astray by the ongoing flow of misinformation from these groups as they talk about their
taxing plans. Many will tout their stewardship exhibited by keeping the rate flat, or only minimally
increasing it. The unfortunate reality is that rate is a fairly meaningless number. It is merely one
component of an equation where the two more important numbers are the total tax levy (how much they
plan on spending) and the assessed valuation of your property. In fact, the critical number is the total
assessed valuation, followed by the size of your slice of the overall property value pie, which may have
changed as the assessor reviewed market data. It is a sad reality that property taxes are based on a
theoretical value of what your property may be worth when you sell it, and not on your ability to pay.
Social Security is only providing a 1.3% raise this year, so actual tax increases (not percentages or
numbers buried under vague comments about new construction) in excess of that can adversely impact
fixed income seniors. So, unless you are planning to cash in and sell your house, paying close attention
to the upcoming elections and board deliberations on priorities and spending are critical.
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The Next Confederation Meeting Is???
Given the ongoing uncertainty around COVID-19 related restrictions including a further reduction in the
allowable size for meetings and gatherings, return to any sort of normalcy for Confederation meetings
remain on hold as we continue attempting to find a “new normal. The Confederation is continuing to
investigate alternatives to in person meetings, but for the time being, no meetings are scheduled.
This includes the Annual Meeting and Election
While details on the upcoming election (when eventually scheduled) are included at the end of this
newsletter, the process for holding the election, as well as whether the eventual meeting will be virtual
or in person, remain under discussion. Details will be provided on our website as they are finalized,
and, potentially, and depending on timing, in upcoming monthly newsletters. We apologize for any
inconvenience and appreciate your patience as we continue navigating the unchartered waters of a
“new normal” fraught with roadblocks and detours. In addition to the monthly newsletter, we have
somewhat increased our social media postings on Facebook to provide the community with the
actionable information that homeowners need when navigating these uncertain times. Your suggestions
and comments on the information you would like presented and shared are appreciated and welcome.

Be Safe and Secure this Winter
Whether driving, working, or sheltering at home, Illinois winters can be a challenge. Here are some tips
and links to educate and inform as we all keep safe.
Adjost your driving habits. Snowy or ice-coated roads and reduced
visibility due to fog or blowing snow results in thousands of motor vehicle
crashes every year in Illinois. Many of these crashes can be avoided by
slowing down on city streets, rural roads and highways. Traffic studies have
shown that many times, minor accumulations of snow or ice on roads can
be just as dangerous for motorists as major snowstorms.
As snow-and-ice season fast approaches, the Illinois Department of
Transportation and Illinois State Police are reminding the driving
public that it’s time for “Winter Weather – Get it Together.” Since the
start of the pandemic, IDOT has adopted several measures to help keep
frontline personnel safe, including frequent cleaning and disinfecting of
facilities and equipment. Employees responsible for snow-and-ice removal are instructed to wear
masks, socially distance and avoid congregating in common areas at all times. Contingency plans will
be in place to provide coverage and clear roads as quickly as possible if workers need to be quarantined,
but response times could be affected.
At all times, motorists should be mindful of winter driving skills and build extra time into their schedules
in the months ahead. As part of the “Winter Weather – Get it Together” campaign, travelers are
encouraged to follow these simple guidelines:
• Bookmark GettingAroundIllinois.com to check travel conditions 24/7.
• Wear a seat belt. It’s the law in Illinois. And it’s your best defense if you are involved in a crash.
• Drop it and drive. Put down the devices – it, too, is the law.
• Do not travel during bad weather unless absolutely necessary. If you do have to drive, check the
forecast and make sure someone is aware of your route. Familiarize yourself with public
transportation options.
• Slow down. Slower speeds, slower acceleration, slower steering and slower braking are required
throughout the winter.
• Don’t crowd the plow. A snowplow operator’s field of vision is restricted. You may see them, but
they may not see you. Any plow that’s hit must be pulled out of service, resulting in one less
resource available to clear the roads.
• Watch out for black ice. A road may appear clear but can be treacherous.
2
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

• Be especially careful when approaching intersections, ramps, bridges and shaded areas. All are
prone to icing.
• Prepare an emergency kit that contains jumper cables, flares or reflectors, windshield washer
fluid, a small ice scraper, traction material, blankets, non-perishable food and a first aid kit
.• Carry a cell phone and a car charger in case of emergency. For emergency assistance in the
Chicago area, call *999.
• Give them distance. Obey the Move Over Law by slowing down and changing lanes when
approaching ANY stopped vehicle with flashing lights.
• For more winter driving tips, check out this short IDOT video.
For the latest road conditions and other travel information, bookmark and follow
IDOT’s www.GettingAroundIllinois.com throughout the year. IDOT will have more than 1,800 trucks
available for deployment to plow almost 16,000 miles of roads statewide, the equivalent of driving from
New York to Los Angeles and back almost six times. Last year, IDOT spread more than 427,000 tons
of salt statewide
Knowing what to do before a winter storm strikes can provide peace of mind and ultimately
impact how well we respond and recover from any winter storm. To help Illinois residents be
prepared for winter weather, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) and National Weather
Service (NWS) developed a Winter Weather Preparedness Guide to help families prepare for extreme
cold, snow and ice.
Being in the cold too long can cause serious health problems. Hypothermia, or a drop in the body’s core
temperature, does not require sub-arctic temperatures and can set in when you are indoors and
outdoors. Hypothermia is especially dangerous and can be fatal if not detected promptly and treated
properly. Frostbite occurs when your extremities (fingers, toes, nose, and ears) are exposed to cold
weather. The skin may become stiff and numb leading to severe tissue damage. Frostbite can
permanently damage the body, and severe cases can lead to amputation.
Take Precautions When Working Outside - “Many Illinois workers, such as first-responders, public
works crews and construction workers, will have to brave the outdoor elements this winter to do their
jobs.” said Illinois Department of Labor Director Michael Kleinik. “It is vital for these workers to prepare
ahead for severe conditions. Proper clothing is a must but making sure your body is ready for the added
stress is also important.”
Hospital emergency rooms see an increase in cardiac incidents each winter. The frigid cold causes your
body to go into protection mode, narrowing blood vessels. That can increase strain on the heart for those
doing hard physical labor. Preventative maintenance is a good idea. Medical professionals encourage
people who must work outside regularly in the winter weather consider scheduling a physical exam
before that winter work begins.
Common sense and self-awareness are the keys to winter weather safety. Workers should know the
signs of hypothermia, not push their bodies to an extreme, layer clothing and make sure they have plenty
of fluids to avoid dehydration.
Recognize Home Heating Dangers - Every year, more than 400 people die in the U.S. from accidental
carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. CO is found in fumes produced any time you burn fuel in cars or
trucks, small engines, stoves, lanterns, grills, fireplaces, gas ranges, or furnaces. CO can build up
indoors and poison people and animals who breathe it.
“Heating equipment is one of the leading causes of home fire deaths with half of home heating fires
occurring during the months of December, January and February. That is why it’s so important to have
your furnace, wood burning stoves, fireplaces and chimneys inspected and cleaned by licensed
professionals every year. Test all smoke and CO alarms in the homes monthly and replace expired or
broken alarms. Having these heating devices checked and serviced will help prevent fires and tragedies
from occurring in our communities this winter,” said State Fire Marshal Matt Perez.
Keep in mind, being prepared for winter doesn’t have to cost a lot of money or take a lot of time.
It could be as simple as making sure your vehicle is in good winter driving condition, adding a winter
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survival kit to your car, changing your furnace filter at home and stocking or updating your family’s
emergency supply kit. Take time now to prepare your family, home, vehicles and driving habits for
everything from a dusting of snow to a major winter storm. For more information about winter weather
preparedness, including the Weathering Winter guide from the Illinois Department of Public Health, visit
the Ready Illinois website at www.Ready.Illinois.gov.

Safety Tips for Holiday Lights
The following article has been adapted from an article by Laura Otto included in CAI’s HOA Resources. As a proud
member of CAI, the Confederation regularly
shares their information in our newsletter.
More information on joining CAI can be
found later in this newsletter.

Residents in homeowners’ associations
are getting an early start on holiday
décor this year. Lights are being strung
on homes even earlier as they seek to
find some extra joy during the COVID19 pandemic. As is typical during the
holiday season, homeowners should be
review any seasonal décor guidelines in
their community, and follow some
simple steps to decorate safely.
Community managers and boards are
receiving more requests this year for
holiday classics like wreaths, garlands, and warm white lights. “The biggest trend is the move to LED
lights. While they are more expensive than incandescent lights, they use less electricity and are more
reliable.”
For residents who want to decorate their homes for the holidays themselves, it is recommended to avoid
the use of tall ladders. Ladders are a number one cause of holiday accidents and while it is tempting to
decorate rooflines, many homes now have extremely steep peaks and roofs.
Another issue to be aware of is electrical outages. Reading the instructions on the packages is very
important as each brand of lights has a different number of lights that can be connected together. Never
add more than stated or you can blow the fuse or cause the circuit breaker to trip. If the lights do go out,
one of the causes is often the ground fault circuit interrupter tripping since it is designed to be very
sensitive, and any connection left on the ground can trip it even with moisture in the air.
A pro tip when decorating trees and bushes is to install enough lights to make it look
professional. Bushes across the front of a home often take 1,500 to 2,000 mini lights to get a
professional, polished look. It also is important to take breaks during installation to make sure that the
lights are evenly distributed (and accidents can and do happen when you are tired).
According to managers and board members, the biggest restrictions that homeowners’ associations
have regarding holiday decorations is the timing. “There are often restrictions on when you can start
installing them and rules around when they need to be removed,” explains Young.
Some associations also may have guidelines on the types of decorations, such as inflatables or their
sizes. It’s extremely important that homeowners check with their community association management
and board to confirm that the décor is allowed by community’s governing documents.

4
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

Taking Care of Your Trees in the Winter
We asked Skeet, the Confederation’s tree guru and certified arborist with Bartlett Tree Experts about tree care now that the
leaves haves dropped. He shared the following with us. If you have questions for Skeet, he can be reached at 630-960-4001
or mdskeet@bartlett.com.

There are a number of reasons for tree pruning; some are
safety related, some are to lessen interference with your
house, and some protect the health of the tree. Fall is a great
time to prune trees because it is one of the best times to identify problem areas in the tree.
If a branch is diseased or damaged, it may be best to prune it. Winter storms, snow, and ice will all add
load to dead and broken branches in a tree. This will result in more of these branches falling during the
winter. Dead and broken branch removal is one of the most common ways to prevent damage to houses
or other objects beneath a tree. Branches grow during the spring and summer. Some may grow too
close to your roof or siding, or they may grow too low over your sidewalk, driveway or lawn. Winter
storms will certainly blow these branches around; we don’t want them to injure you or to damage your
house. Therefore, interfering branches should be removed, thinned, or reduced in length to lessen the
problem.
In some areas of the Midwest, there are diseases spread by insects that are attracted to fresh pruning
cuts. These insects are no longer flying in the late fall and winter, so this is the best time to prune species
such as oak and elm. In some areas, it is legal to prune only at that time of year.
The only unfortunate reality when timing your trimming is that while you can bundle (branches less than
3 inches in diameter may be tied in bundles that measure up to 4 feet long and 2 feet wide with each
bundle secured with biodegradable twine) and use yard waste stickers on tree trimmings until the middle
of the month (and then not again until the beginning of March), curbside pickup of larger branches and
limbs does not begin until May.

Managing Leaves and Discarded Christmas Trees
Free curbside leaf pick up has concluded for the year
narrowing potential alternatives to consider utilizing bagged
leaf collection or a commercial removal service (City of
Naperville free bagged yard waste pickup along with
household trash and recycling with no sticklers required
continues through December 18). You might also consider
using leaves in mulch or compost since composted leaves
are an excellent resource for fertilizing your garden in the
summer months. It provides necessary nutrients, while also reducing the need for chemical fertilizers.
Leaving leaves on the lawn can be as simple as using a mulching mower and chopping leaves into tiny
pieces in place to augment your soil as they degrade over the winter.
Due to all the leaves blowing into the streets, it is more important than ever to keep storm drains along
curbs open. This was made increasingly evident during the
heavy rains in October. Check out and consider becoming part
of Naperville’s Adopt-A-Drain program. With over 56,000
storm sewers in Naperville, it is difficult for Public Works
employees to clear all the clogged storm drains in a timely
manner, especially when there are imminent threats during a
storm, and this is where you can help. With the help of volunteers, the chances of localized flooding
after a storm, water pollution and drain maintenance costs all will decrease. Click here for more
information on this important way for you to help yourself, your neighbors and neighborhood stay dry
and safe.

5
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

While we are on the subject of curbside recycling, live Christmas tree collection takes place the first two
full weeks of January. Trees should be placed at the curb for pickup on your normal garbage collection
day and be free of tinsel, decorations, lights, etc. The National Fire Protection Association recommends
getting rid of the tree after Christmas or when it is dry. Dried-out trees are a fire danger and should not
be left in the home or garage, or placed outside against the home.
For those considering burning their holiday Christmas tree when it is no longer in use, please
beware and don’t use it as fuel in wood stoves or fireplaces. Popular Christmas tree varieties all have
a high sap content that can burn very quickly and explosively. These small explosions can cause items
inside and outside your home to catch fire – including your chimney flue. If you want to see just how
fast, and how hot, a Christmas tree will burn, click here.
Neighbors in unincorporated areas should check with their township road district for available leaf
management services and live Christmas tree removal. Remember, despite the fond memories many
of us have of the lingering aroma of burning leaves, it is illegal to burn your leaves in DuPage County
and within the Naperville City limits. While leaf burning is allowed in unincorporated Will County, there
are restrictions on the distance of the fire from any adjoining structures which serves to limit leaf burning
to larger lots and properties. According to code, Naperville area residents in unincorporated Will County
(i.e. outside the Naperville City limits) can burn dry leaves, branches or bushes that originate on the
owner's property, but fires must be at least 50 feet from any structure (this also includes structures on
your neighbor’s property which means you need a good-sized lot), with adequate provisions made to
prevent a fire from spreading. Burning in the right-of-way is prohibited.

A Safer Naper – 24 Days of Safety
This December, the Naperville Police Department’s Safer Naper campaign will provide daily seasonal
safety tips in the form of a 24 Days of Safety campaign!
Our days will focus on different seasonal safety topics
and offer short prevention tips. Topics will range from safe
decorating for the holidays to keeping your purse/wallet
secure while shopping. Additional topics will include
winter driving tips, some COVID-19 reminders and the importance of keeping valuables out of sight –
both in your vehicle and your home.
Visit the Naperville Police Department online (www.naperville.il.us/asafernaper), on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/napervillepd) or on Twitter (www.twitter.com/napervillepd) to catch up and keep up
with the daily holiday-related safety tips.
Have a safe, healthy and happy holiday season.

Pandemic Notes and Updates
Each month the Confederation includes articles and
information, related to the ongoing pandemic, which we
deem relevant to our neigghbors and members. Your
comments and thoughts are appreciated.
The City of Naperville reminds us that additional
prevention measures were put in place beginning Nov.
11, including the following:
•
•

a reduction in party size from 10 to six individuals at bars and restaurants;
a maximum indoor/outdoor gathering size of 10 individuals for social gatherings; and
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•

a limit to lesser of 25 guests or 25 percent overall room capacity both indoors and outdoors for
organized group recreational activities.

These mitigations were added to existing restrictions, such as the ban on indoor dining and the 11 p.m.
closing time for all bars and restaurants. Certain exemptions and additional guidelines apply. A complete
summary of the most recent changes can be found on the State’s website.
Additionally, the City of Naperville has closed all City buildings to the public. The closure of all City
buildings to the public is scheduled to last until Monday, Jan. 4, 2021. Although buildings will be closed,
the delivery of City services will continue. First responders with the Naperville Police and Fire
Departments will continue to provide emergency assistance and respond to all calls for service. Staff
with Naperville’s municipal water and electric utilities will continue to ensure the safe and reliable delivery
of utility services. Meetings of the City Council, as well as City boards and commissions, will continue to
be conducted virtually.
City business still can be conducted online or through emails or phone calls. The public can use the
City’s online help center or call (630) 420-6111 to reach the appropriate department.
Residents are encouraged to visit www.naperville.il.us/coronavirus-resources to learn how to efficiently
do business with City staff during this time and to stay up to date on any modifications to City services
and the City’s COVID-19 response.
Remember, all Naperville residents are encouraged to follow mask guidelines, stay home when sick,
practice social distancing, and wash/sanitize their hands and frequently-touched surfaces regularly to
slow the spread of COVID-19 in our community. Face coverings are meant to protect other people in
case you are infected, as you could spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not feel sick. As a
reminder, anyone over the age of 2 who can medically tolerate a face covering to cover their mouth and
nose is required to wear a cloth face cover when in a public place and unable to maintain a safe distance
(6 feet) from others. In this short video, members of Naperville’s City Council share the compelling
reasons they diligently wear their masks. In addition, Council is scheduled to discuss a citywide mask
mandate at their meeting on December 1.
For more information, visit naperville.il.us.
Tier 3 resurgence mitigations are in effect statewide.
The first tiers of the Resurgence Mitigation Plan initially suppressed
the virus and protected the progress Illinois made towards bending the
curve during the Spring, while allowing each of the state’s eleven
regions to progress through the phases based on local metrics. But
with COVID-19 spread now exponential in every region of the state,
our statewide positivity rate at record highs and hospitalizations
already surpassing our Spring peak, an additional tier of more
stringent, statewide mitigations is required to combat the surge and
preserve hospital capacity.
This includes staying home as much as possible, wearing a mask and
keeping social distance when we do have to go out, and not gathering with people outside our
households. Until a vaccine is widely available and people understand the importance of being
vaccinated, we must continue to take preventive actions to stop the transmission of the virus. Right
now, our preventive actions are the best way to prevent new cases, hospitalizations, and deaths.
This latest round of mitigations does not include a stay at home order, if the mitigations are not adhered
to and cases continue to rise in the weeks ahead, another order may be required. For all regions,
additional mitigation measures include guidance for the following settings and industries:
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• Retail
• Personal Car Services
• Health and Fitness Centers
• Hotels
• Manufacturing
• Bars and Restaurants
• Meetings and Social Events
• Offices
• Organized Group Recreational Activities
• Indoor Recreation, Theater, Cultural Institutions
As they have since the start of COVID-19, grocery stores across the state will remain open and available.
Child care facilities may continue to operate subject to guidelines from the Illinois Department of
Children and Family Services. School districts and officials should continue to follow the extensive
guidance released by the Illinois State Board of Education in August to make decisions related to inperson and remote learning at the local level.
To prevent the further spread of COVID-19, Illinois residents are urged to stay home as much as possible
and celebrate upcoming holidays
with members of their household.
Illinoisans over the age of two
years are required to wear a face
covering when out in public and
social distancing is not easily
achievable. Anyone exhibiting
symptoms of COVID-19 or who
may have been in contact with
someone exhibiting symptoms
should seek out testing and
quarantine at home; anyone who
has tested positive for the virus
should isolate at home as directed
by their physician or local health
department.
IDPH will continue to track the
positivity rates and hospital capacity metrics in regions to determine if mitigations can be relaxed, if
additional mitigations are required, or if current mitigation should remain in place. In order for a region
to move back to Tier 2 mitigations, a region must experience less than 7-day 12 percent test positivity
average for three consecutive days AND greater than 20 percent available intensive care unit (ICU) and
hospital bed availability for three consecutive days AND declining 7-day COVID hospitalizations average
in 7 out of the last 10 days. Follow the latest regional metrics at: https://dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics
In response to the rising test positivity rate statewide, the administration continues to strengthen its
nation-leading testing operation. Last week, the state reported a record high of 114,370 tests within a
24-hour period, now averaging more than 97,800 tests per day. Although the administration continues
to build upon this progress, the state’s rate of growth in positivity is outpacing the growth in testing. It is
critical to get tested before developing symptoms, as testing remains free to all Illinois residents and
readily available throughout the state. To find a testing center near you, please
visit DPH.Illinois.Gov/Testing.
How is it determined if your area is at risk and whether additional measures may be mandated
for your locality? Am Illinois county enters a warning level when it experiences an increase in two or
more COVID-19 risk indicators from the state’s COVID-19?
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IDPH uses numerous indicators when determining if a county is experiencing stable COVID-19 activity,
or if there are warning signs of increased COVID-19 risk in the county. A county is considered at the
warning level when at least two of the following metrics triggers a warning.
• New cases per 100,000 people. If there are more than 50 new cases per 100,000 people in the
county, this triggers a warning.
• Number of deaths. This metric indicates a warning when the weekly number of deaths increases
more than 20% for two consecutive weeks.
• Weekly test positivity. This metric indicates a warning when the 7-day test positivity rate rises
above 8%.
• ICU availability. If there are fewer than 20% of intensive care units available in the region, this
triggers a warning.
• Weekly emergency department visits. This metric indicates a warning when the weekly percent
of COVID-19-like-illness emergency department visits increase by more than 20% for two consecutive
weeks.
• Weekly hospital admissions. A warning is triggered when the weekly number of hospital
admissions for COVID-19-like-illness increases by more than 20% for two consecutive weeks.
• Tests perform. This metric is used to provide context and indicate if more testing is needed in the
county.
• Clusters. This metric looks at the percent of COVID-19 cases associated with clusters or outbreaks
and is used to understand large increase in cases.
A map and information of each county’s status can be found on the IDPH website
at https://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics.
Sstatewide COVID-19 data related to outbreaks and exposure locations as well as school-level data in
both categories are available at http://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/contact-tracing.
This statewide data represents all data submitted to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) by
the 97 certified local health departments statewide that are responsible for leading contact tracing in
their counties and cities. As of late October, 57 of the 97 local health departments are reaching out to
more than 90 percent of cases and 86 of the 97 are reaching out to 75 percent or more.
While outbreak investigators pursue reports of multiple cases occurring in a single location, outbreak
data is limited due to the unique challenges in pinpointing the exact location of multiple,
epidemiologically linked cases. However, exposure data revealed by contact tracing is much more
robust, and the largest single category of possible exposure to COVID-19 is restaurants and bars, a
trend that is largely consistent across state regions.
CONTACT TRACING METRICS - The state continues to work with local health departments across the
state to assist them in building out their contact tracing efforts and expects contact tracing data reporting
to improve as local health departments continue implementation of new technology. Most local health
departments are contacting greater than 90 percent of cases in their jurisdictions. Beginning in July,
IDPH has awarded $237 million in grants to Illinois’ 97 certified local health departments to increase
contact tracing efforts, including hiring staff, to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. The localized
approach to contact tracing ensures that health care staff are reaching out to members of their own
communities, helping to build trust and better engagement with the program.
One of the challenges with contact tracing is the public’s reluctance to answer a phone call from a
number they don’t recognize. To make it easier for Illinois residents to identify when a contact tracer is
attempting to make contact with them, all calls made by contact tracers have the caller ID “IL COVID
HELP.” Since this change took effect on Thursday, October 29th, answer rates for both calls to confirmed
cases and close contacts have started to improve.
The data available on the IDPH website is representative of information collected by local health
departments from their contact tracers. Local health departments are continuing to build out their
operations. Metrics are available by region and by local health department as well.
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EXPOSURE AND OUTBREAK DATA - The state publishes data representing outbreaks and exposure
locations for cases of COVID-19 in a variety of setting types, which is updated on a weekly basis.
The location of an outbreak is more difficult to identify than the location of an exposure. In this first batch
of released data, an outbreak is
defined as five or more cases that are
linked to a specific setting during a 14day period. Linked cases must be
from different households and not
already connected
from
other
sources. While certain settings like a
college campus, a factory, or group
home make it easier to determine an
outbreak, most establishments that
are frequented by the public, like
restaurants or grocery stores, are
harder to determine as the setting of
an outbreak.
Exposure data is gathered by contact
tracers who ask individuals to recall places and businesses they visited in the 14 days preceding the
onset of their symptoms or a positive COVID-19 test. Most individuals will have more than one potential
exposure location. Exposure data provides Illinois residents with information regarding where they are
at the greatest risk for catching COVID-19.
In Illinois, the largest single category of exposure statewide is restaurants and bars, a trend that is
broadly consistent across state regions. Workplaces and schools are also high on the list of Illinois
exposure locations due to the sheer number of people who report to an office or attend in-person
learning.
SCHOOL DATA - Protecting the health and safety of Illinois’s students, teachers, and educational staff
has been a high priority since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. To provide further clarity into how
the virus is impacting places of learning, the state is now making school specific data collected from
contact tracing efforts publicly available online. The data is broken down by individual schools, counties
and three age groups: 5-11 years, 12-17 years, and 18-22 years. State-level data is not all inclusive as
it is limited to outbreaks reported by local health departments and exposure data collected through
contact tracing. Individual schools and local health departments remain the most accurate and
immediate source of data, which will then get reported by local health departments to IDPH. School
districts are required to notify guardians of potential exposure to COVID-19.
The reported outbreaks in schoiols do not include secondary cases that may occur in a household
member who has not been in school grounds; however, the data does include people who associated
with a COVID-positive student or staff during before and after school programs, like sports. All schoolrelated data is updated on a weekly basis.
Due to reduced commuter volume (81% of respondents in a recent City survey said that they are not
commuting) the following commuter parking areas are temporarily closed:
• Route 59 Station: the portion of the City of Naperville lot west of Fairway Drive
• Naperville Station: Kroehler permit lot and Water Tower West lot
These parking areas will be closed until early April 2021 due to low demand and to minimize plowing
and salting of the commuter facilities during winter storm events. All other parking areas will remain
open, offering both permit and daily fee parking at both stations. Commuters who hold a permit for any
Naperville station lot (Burlington, Parkview and Kroehler) may use their valid hang tag in any of the
permit spaces in the Burlington and Parkview lots.
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Commuters are reminded that a valid permit must be displayed when parking in a permit space and
payment is required when parking in a daily parking space. Ample daily fee parking is currently available
at both the Route 59 and Naperville stations. Contactless payment is available through
PayByPhone. More information on permit and daily parking is available on the City’s website.
With social distancing and guidance reducing get togethers, Gift Cards will be a popular option this
holiday season. Remember, when giving and recieivng gift cards:
•

Know that retail gift cards and bank gift cards are the two most common types of cards. Retail
gift cards are redeemable at the specific retailer or restaurant that issued the card. Bank gift
cards, which carry a payment network such as American Express or Visa, can be used at any
location that accepts that specific brand.

•

Resist the urge to save the card for a rainy day. Doing so may increase the likelihood that
some of the card’s value will be consumed by fees. Instead, use the card and set aside an
equal amount of cash for a rainy day.

•

Remember that while money on a typical bank gift card cannot expire for at least five years,
depending upon the circumstances, inactivity fees can begin in as little as 12 months.
Therefore, it is possible that inactivity fees could consume the cash value of a card before the
five-year window has expired.

•

Businesses that close likely will not honor an outstanding gift card.

•

Treat a gift card like cash. If lost or stolen, report it to law enforcement. Contact the card’s
issuer to determine if a replacement card is possible and at what cost.

•

And lastly, a Downtown Naperville gift card is the perfect gift for everyone on your list! For use
at over 150 Downtown Naperville stores, spas, or restaurants. With so many options, there’s
something for everyone, for ANY occasion! You can Purchase online (free shipping
included) or in person at:
o Downtown Naperville Alliance - 55 S. Main Street, Suite 367 (gift cards sold Monday Thursday from 9am - 3pm)
o J. McLaughlin - 216 S. Main Street
o Karisma Boutique - 232 S. Washington
o Trails & Tides - 120 Water Street

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
Each month the Confederation is proud to present news and updates from The Power of Choice
and The Community Alliance For Prevention as they
strengthen our community to prevent and reduce youth
substance use through its visions of our community proactively
working together, using best-practice substance abuse
prevention strategies, to promote community-level change that
impacts our youth. This month there are oppportunities for both
parents and high school students to get involved. For more
information and resources, please visit: thepowerofchoice.info
Adopt Someone’s Wish! - We are excited to announce that 360
Youth Services Holiday 2020 Sponsorship program is underway!
We house more than 55 youth in care--young people who were
experiencing homelessness, and you wouldn’t believe how a gift
can bring out the smiles! Brighten a young person’s winter
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holiday,
sign
up
here:
https://t.co/pqBREzKhvr?amp=1 or
talk
with
Amanda
Cimaglia acimaglia@360youthservices.org, 630-961-2992 x 1706 to see what more you can do to help
change lives.
Parents of Middle School/Jr. High School Students: It is important to keep talking in order to keep
your teen healthy. In this issue of The Parent Post, we explore the risks of underage drinking. We also
share ways you can productively communicate with your teen about
not using alcohol. Be sure to check out the Resource Guide linked in
this edition for mental health and substance use resources for teens!.
High School Students: Naperville Operation Snowball will be hosting
an afternoon of virtual fun and games on January 9th, from 3:30 PM to
5:30 PM. High school teens are invited to this peer-led event. Students
don’t have to have attended an Operation Snowball Retreat in the past
to get in on the fun. This event is free and no registration is required.
Want
to
learn
more?
Follow
us
on
Instagram
@SnowballNaperville360YS!.
-0City Council to Review Draft Land Use Master Plan - The City Council will consider residential
portions of the City's draft Land Use Master Plan at its next meeting and provide further direction as
needed. The meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Dec. 1 via Zoom. Note: This will be probably tabled
until, at the earliest, the January 5th Council Meeting to allow more time for discussion.
Staff is seeking City Council feedback on the proposed residential approach presented in the draft Land
Use Master Plan due to the fact that the city's Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC) voted against it
earlier this year. Depending on City Council feedback, the plan will either be presented to the Council
for a future vote as drafted or will be revised and returned to the PZC for a new public hearing.
The draft Land Use Master Plan includes recommendations that address and balance a variety of
factors, including existing conditions, resident input, best practices and trends and City goals. One
controversial issue within the plan is the allowance of increased density in certain zoning classifications
which can create issues within neighborhoods where this level of density is not currently allowed. It
is available for download here.
For more information, please visit the project web page at www.naperville.il.us/projects-innaperville/master-plan-update/.
-0Driver Services facilities statewide are closed for in-person through Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, due
to the worsening COVID-19 pandemic.
In an effort to reduce facility visits for in-person service, online renewals for driver’s licenses and ID
cards have been expanded. Not everyone qualifies, particularly those who are required to pass a written
or road test. For qualifying drivers, if the driver’s license or ID card expired between Feb. 1, 2020 and
Jan. 31, 2021, then the individual will receive a letter with a unique PIN needed to renew online. This
letter will be sent in December 2020 or January 2021. If the driver’s license or ID card expires after Feb.
1, 2021, the individual will receive the PIN letter approximately 90 days before the expiration date. For
more information on determining whether an individual qualifies for online renewal,
visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com and click on “Read more on how to renew your driver’s license or ID
card online” near the top of
the main page.
In addition, expiration dates for driver’s licenses and ID cards will be extended until June 1, 2021.
This June 1, 2021 extension also includes those who have February, March, April and May 2021
expiration dates. As a result, expired driver’s licenses and ID cards will remain valid until June 1, 2021.
CDL (Commercial Driver License) holders and commercial learner’s permit holders are excluded from
this extension due to federal requirements.

12
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

Many transactions with the Secretary of State’s office may be conducted online
at www.cyberdriveillinois.com, some of which include:
• Renewing a license plate sticker;
• Renewing a valid driver’s license for qualifying drivers;
• Renewing a valid ID card for those age 22-64 (seniors 65 and older have free, non-expiring IDs);
• Obtaining a driver record abstract;
• Filing Business Services documents, such as incorporations and annual reports; and
• Customers with issues involving administrative hearings may contact adminhearings@ilsos.gov.
18 CDL (Commercial Driver License) facilities remain open for CDL written and road exams. These CDL
facilities include: West Chicago at1280 Powis Rd. CDL driving tests are by appointment only by calling
217-785-3013.
Seven facilities are offering drive-through services for license plate sticker transactions ONLY. These
facilities were selected due to the configuration of the buildings that allowed for drive-through
transactions. The seven drive-through facilities are: Chicago North, 5401 N. Elston Ave.; Chicago
West, 5301 W. Lexington St.; Rockford-Central, 3720 E. State St.; Macomb, 466 Deer
Rd.; Springfield, Dirksen 2701 S. Dirksen Parkway; Danville/Tilton, #5 Southgate; and Chicago
South (opens Nov. 19), 9901 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
Remember, the expiration date for valid driver’s licenses held by Illinois drivers who are 75 years
of age or older has been extended for a period of one year past the licenses’ current 2020 expiration
date. As a result, drivers age 75 and older with a 2020 driver’s license expiration date do not need to
visit a facility to renew their driver’s license until shortly before their birthday in 2021 and an email service
is available to members of the public who need information on reinstating driving privileges,
obtaining driving relief or scheduling an administrative hearing. Individuals who have a driver’s
license suspension or revocation or any other loss of driving privileges can send an email
to adminhearings@ilsos.gov
All
other
Secretary
of
State
departments
are
open
to
serve
the
public.
Check www.cyberdriveillinois.com for more information.
-0The DuPage County Board approved its Fiscal Year 2021 budget, which includes a balanced,
$483.3 million spending plan.
The FY 2021 spending plan increased funding for public safety. The State’s Attorney’s
Office received additional allocations to support three special prosecution units and
increased resources for investigations and trial preparation. The Sheriff’s Office will
receive funding for ongoing training focusing on de-escalation techniques and policing in
a diverse society as well as a drug task force.
The County will also continue the fight against COVID-19 using federal funds from the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The County has set aside $16.8 million to support public
health initiatives including DuPage County Health Department COVID testing sites, contact tracing,
purchases of personal protective equipment, and preparations for a mass vaccination program.
The total budget for DuPage County is $483.3 million, with a General Fund budget of $179.4 million and
a $69 million property tax levy, which represents a slight increase to capture new construction in the
county being added to the property tax rolls. The property tax rate remains flat and the average DuPage
County homeowner will not see an increase in their property tax bill (assuming their assessed valuation
has remained the same). It has also been reported that the County tax on gasoline will increase to 8
cents per gallon. Funds collected from the motor fuel tax will help improve, build and operate highways
and bridges in DuPage County. This increase is expected to generate $16 million more per year
and takes effect July 1, 2021.
The 2021 Fiscal Year begins on Dec. 1, 2020. DuPage County is AAA bond rated. The County’s latest
reported unemployment rate was 8.2 percent for the month of September.
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The City of Naperville, along with Trillium and Groot Industries, has opened Naperville’s first public
compressed natural gas (CNG) fueling station at 1720 Jefferson Ave.
City staff first began investigating a transition from oil-based fuels to CNG, a cleaner methane that can
be used in place of gasoline or diesel, in 2013. In 2018, the City agreed to lease the land as part of a
long-term partnership with private CNG-provider Trillium. In return, Trillium agreed to build the station
and fund the $3 million construction costs with the help of a $300,000 Drive Clean Chicago grant secured
by the City in 2016. In addition, the City’s refuse and
recycling contractor Groot Industries agreed to a longterm gas purchase agreement with Trillium, making the
project more viable for all parties involved.
The station, which is unmanned and open on a 24-hour
basis, is located next to the test track on Jefferson west
of Ogden, and features multiple CNG dispensers for
light- and heavy-duty fueling. In addition to use by City
vehicles, refuse trucks from Groot and other CNG fleets
operating in and around Naperville, the station will also
be available to the public.
-0The Illinois Department of Transportation invites the public to learn more and comment about
proposed improvements to Lorenzo Road and Illinois 129 interchanges on Interstate 55 in Will
County. Instead of a regular public meeting, IDOT will share details on the project and encourage public
participation through an interactive website until Dec. 14. The estimated $148 million project involves
reconstructing both Lorenzo Road and Illinois 129 interchanges, constructing auxiliary lanes along I-55
between the interchanges and resurfacing the interstate.
The public can watch a video on the proposed improvements, view exhibits and leave comments
at: www.i55lorenzoil129outreach.org. In addition to the website, IDOT's outreach includes a newsletter
mailed to impacted residents and asking IDOT staff questions over the phone by calling (847) 705-4569.
All comments received by Dec. 14 will become part of the official public record.
Comments also can be submitted to:
Illinois Department of Transportation
Attn: Anna Kutryn, P.E.
Bureau of Programming
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
Individuals without internet access may contact Anna Kutryn, the project
manager, at (847) 705-4569 for more information. The outreach efforts are
accessible to people with disabilities. Anyone needing special assistance, including Spanish
interpretation, should contact the project manager. Persons who will need a sign language interpreter
or other similar accommodations should notify the Department's TTY/TTD (866) 273-3681. It may take
at least five days to provide accommodations.
-0According to a 2012 report from the Illinois State Water Survey, chloride concentrations in Illinois
waterways have been steadily increasing. Much of the increase can be attributed to road salts used in
the winter to melt snow from sidewalks, driveways and roads. These chlorides never fully dissipate when
stormwater runoff carries road salt into storm drains and streams. Once in the water, there is no way to
remove the chloride, which can become harmful for fish and plant life. It takes only one teaspoon of road
salt to permanently pollute five gallons of water.
Residents can reduce road salt use through best management practices for snow and ice removal,
including:
• Removing snow prior to applying a deicer.
• Using just enough deicer to reduce safety hazard.
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•
•
•
•

•

Sweeping up and properly storing road salt after a snow storm for reuse.
Using alternative methods, such as a beet juice derivative, to minimize the formation of
ice.
Using a hand-held spreader to apply a consistent amount.
Using less than 4 pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet (an average parking space is
about 150 square feet). One pound of salt is approximately a heaping 12-ounce coffee
mug. Remember, more salt does not mean more melting.
Sharing your knowledge about the impacts chlorides have on our local waterways.

Mark (and Unmark) Your Calendar
•
For upcoming City of Naperville City Council, Board and Commission meetings go to
https://www.naperville.il.us/government/city-of-naperville-government-meeting-listing/
•
The always anticipated holiday lights in Downtown Naperville are shining bright for all to
see! Rut on your mask and come Downtown for a night time stroll, grab a
sweet treat and do some holiday shopping on the twinkling tree lined streets.
Check out the 8th Annual Naper Lights Display! Located on Water
Street - along Naperville’s Riverwalk. This festive display of lights and music
was designed to amplify the holiday cheer during this most joyful time of
year! Open NOW through New Year’s. Visit Naperlights.com for more
information.
•
Naperville
Community
Unit District 203’s Board of
Education
next
scheduled
meeting will be a work session on Monday, December 7th at
7 PM. The Board will also hold a business meeting on Monday, December 21st. For more details and
updates on meetings, including the abilitry for public attendance and comment, go to
https://www.naperville203.org/domain/732.
•
The next scheduled meeting of the Indian Prairie District 204 Board of Education next regular
Board of Education meeting will be held at 7 pm on Monday,
December 14, 2020. Meeting agendas and documents will be
available online prior to the meeting. Meeting agendas and
documents, as well as procedures for public comment, will be
available online prior to the meetings. Video of the meetings are
streamed live or viewed the following
day at YouTube.
•
North Central College is excited to announce the addition of Natalie
MacMaster & Donnell Leahy present "A Celtic Family Christmas" to their
virtual event holiday lineup! Join us Friday, December 11, for some music,
traditions and cheer! Welcome to a Celtic Christmas at home from the
comfort of your own! Live text chat for this event begins at 7 p.m.! Tickets
are $25 taxes included and are available exclusively at HomePlay.Live! Get
your tickets now!
•
The next scheduled meeting of the College of DuPage Board of
Trustees will be on Thursday, December 17th. Regular meetings of the
College of DuPage Board of Trustees are held once
each month, typically on the third Thursday, on the
main campus in Glen Ellyn. The public is welcome to
attend these meetings. The packet of materials for
each Board Meeting is available 48 hours prior to the meeting and is accessible by clicking here.
•
To help with the ongoing need for blood donations during the coronavirus pandemic,
Naperville Park District will host a donation opportunity at its Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community
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Center (ARRCC) on Sunday, December 27, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.in partnership with Versiti Blood
Center of Illinois.in the Community Hall, located on the upper level of the ARRCC at 305 W. Jackson
Avenue in Naperville, Prospective donors should make an appointment to ensure that social distancing
guidelines can be followed. Appointments may be made in one of three ways: call 800-7TO-GIVE,
visit www.versiti.org/IL or via the Versiti Donor app
•
Upcoming Webinars from The Conservation Foundation
• Hunters of the Night Owl Webinar Wednesday,
December 2nd, 1pm
• CRAWLING, FLYING, AND DIGGING IN YOUR YARD–
OUR SIX-LEGGED FRIENDS Wednesday, December 9, 2020 @ 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Your Support of the Confederation Is Needed
While we are not meeting regularly, we continue as an information source and advocate for Naperville
homeowners. Through our newsletter and social media activities, we continue to provide information
and insights as we track our community and neighborhoods through these unprecedented times.
While we try to run a frugal operation, relying on volunteers and sponsors, we need your help to:
• Serve as an advocate for and a voice of the people who call the Naperville area their home.
• Create an awareness of residents' needs through relationships at all levels of government national, state, city, counties, townships, school and park districts.
• Support member associations with organizational and program needs - facilitating interchange
of ideas, resources, and information between and among homeowners’ associations.
• Build, through a cooperative effort, a community dedicated to the enhancement of our property.
• Provide, through regular meetings, special events such as candidate and issue forums, our
newsletter and website, a forum for homeowner concerns and interests.
All of this requires your dues, either at the annual rate ($30 for association, $10 for individual members),
or for three years, ($75 for associations, $25 for individuals). Dues checks can be sent to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you would like to receive an invoice, please email us at: mailto:naperahc@gmail.com
Additionally, YOUR CONTACT INFO IS NEEDED! The NAHC maintains an updated contact list of
homeowner associations within the area to better serve both our member and non-member
constituencies. We serve as a contact middleman so entities like the City of Naperville and Naperville
Park District can directly reach out to your association with updates, information, and special requests.
Volunteers are needed to serve on our board as Directors, Associate Directors, and Officers.
Please see the article below on our upcoming elections for more information. Thanks for your support!

CAI News
CAI is a non-profit dedicated to building better communities through
education, networking, and legislative efforts. Your Confederation Board
joined CAI to have improved access to their offerings and insights, as
well as to share them with our members. Learn more at www.cai-illinois.org. You can also Follow CAI
Illinois on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.
Educational/Knowledge Opportunities
LIVE VIRTUAL COURSE | DEC. 9–10 NOON ET - M-100: The Essentials of Community Association
Management. This comprehensive community association management course provides a practical
16
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

overview for new managers, an essential review for veteran managers, and
an advanced course for board members. Successful completion of the M100 is the first step toward earning the CMCA credential, awarded by the
Community
Association
Managers
International
Certification
Board. [Register Now]
WEBINAR | DEC. 16 | 2–3 P.M. ET - Reserve Study: How to determine the best reserve funding
plan for your association. Reserve specialists present different viewpoints on where to draw the line
between a conservative reserve funding plan that protects homeowners from surprises and special
assessments, and a more aggressive plan designed to offer significantly lower reserve contributions.
How can the board decide which plan is the best strategy for their association? Where is adequacy,
safety, and fiscal responsibility found? Learn your decision points and where the limits of safety and
conservativism lie, all articulated and illustrated with National Reserve Study Standard
principles. [Register Now]
Announcing New Date for the 39th Annual IL Condo-HOA Conference & Expo.
To increase the chances for an in-person Conference & Expo in 2021, we have moved the date to April
30, 2021. There will be virtual and hybrid contingencies planned in the event there are restrictions in
place. Look for more details, Exhibitor and Attendee registration after the New Year!
Remember, CAI has developed guidance, sample forms and documents, and FAQs on the
COVID-19 outbreak. Bookmark the page and return regularly for updates and additional
resources to address your association questions.

News from Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor
museum set on 13 magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville. The museum is home to thirty historical
structures dating back as early as the 1830s. Featuring exhibits, special events, educational
programming and more, Naper Settlement is where history comes alive and the community comes to
connect. For more information, visit www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
Winter Season Hours run through through March 31, Tuesday - Friday: 10 AM - 4 PM
Sunday, Monday, & Saturday: Closed The building interiors are closed to the public during the
winter season. Explore Naper Settlement's calendar of events to learn more about the museum's daily
educational programs, events, and more.
• Self-Guided Walking Tours Visitors are welcome to take self-guided tours around the 13-acre
grounds of Naper Settlement. Seven mobile tour options are available to view on a smartphone
and offer a variety of themes, including architecture, STEM, sustainability and more.
• Picnic Grounds - Picnic tables are available throughout Naper Settlement’s beautifully
manicured 13-acre campus for visitors to utilize during normal operating hours. Located in
Downtown Naperville, Naper Settlement is just steps away from many local dining options.
Please visit DowntownNaperville.com for a full list of restaurants offering carry-out options.
For
the
most
current
information,
including
visitor
safety
precautions,
go
to
https://napersettlement.org/603/Know-Before-You-Go
-0The Visual Culture of American Women’s Suffrage - Virtual Lecture on Zoom| December 6, 4-5PM
($5 Per Person, Free for Naper Settlement Members)
2020 marks the centennial of the passage of the 19th Amendment, guaranteeing American women the
right to vote. Any understanding of the long and heroic struggle for women’s suffrage must consider the
artworks, objects, relics, and texts associated with it.
In this lecture, Mark Pohlad, Associate Professor of Art History at DePaul University, relates well-known
and not-so-well-known items to women’s fight for the vote, to art history, and to American history
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overall. Sculptures, postcards, photographs, costumes, and graphic art are part of this investigation of
the dynamic visual culture of one of the great––and ongoing––stories in American civil rights.

Park District Updates
Stay connected with the Naperville Park District throughout the year by following them
on Facebook, Flickr, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Park Talk Blog. Registrations and rental
reservations are accepted at the following facilities: 95th Street Center, Alfred Rubin
Riverwalk Community Center, Fort Hill Activity Center, Knoch Knolls Nature Center.
Click here to Join the Naperville Park District's Email list and receive the latest news and special offers.
In an effort to ensure our continued progress across the state and locally relative to COVID-19, the
Naperville Park District wants to urgently remind residents and Park District program and facility users
of the safety guidelines and protocols that we’ve established. You can click here to review the guidelines
for facility participants and guests
-0Under the required Tier 3 Resurgence Mitigations and in response to recent increases in
coronavirus cases, Naperville Park District has posted new restrictions and guidelines for its
facilities and programs at www.napervilleparks.org/coronavirusinformation/tier-3-mitigationupdate.
Fort Hill Activity Center is open for members only for use of the fitness center and track. Face
coverings are required at all times, even when exercising, and users must make reservations in advance
through the NaperParks app to use the facilities. Both the fitness center and track operate with a 25%
maximum capacity and locker rooms are closed. All indoor athletic and other recreational programs are
cancelled, with the exception of personal training or one-on-one instruction. Fort Hill Fitness continues
to offer virtual group exercise classes and will add more virtual classes in lieu of in-person programs.
The Knoch Knolls Nature Center is closed temporarily until further notice. Outdoor amenities
remain available for use, including the 18-hole disc golf course, playground, and trails.
Springbrook and Naperbrook Golf Courses will remain open as weather allows, with no additional
restrictions required. Sportsman’s Trapshooting Range will maintain its Thursday and Sunday hours;
however, reservations will be required. Park District outdoor amenities such as playgrounds, basketball
courts, tennis and pickleball courts, trails and fields will be open, with the caveat that gathering at any
one location is restricted to ten or fewer persons. Teams may practice outdoors in groups of 10 or fewer
with social distancing; competitive play is not permissible.
If Tier 3 mitigation requirements are lifted during a program session, the Park District will contact
participants with additional information for resuming. Participants will receive a refund at the conclusion
of the program session for classes or practices missed as a result of program suspension.
-0The Park District's Park Board of Commissioners holds regular meetings on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month. Under current COVID-19 mitigation restrictions and pursuant to Section
120/7(e) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act allowing public bodies to temporarily conduct meetings
remotely during a state of emergency subject to certain requirements, all regular and special park board
meetings, including committee meetings will be conducted virtually until further notice.
The Naperville Park District Board of Park Commissioners discussed its proposed budget at a special
meeting on Tuesday, November 17 and will vote on the adoption of the 2021 Budget at a regular meeting
on December 10 at 7:00 p.m.
The public may participate remotely by accessing the Zoom meeting link found
at https://go.boarddocs.com/il/naperville/Board.nsf/Public. Members of the public may comment in one
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of the following ways: 1) during Matters from the Public by virtually raising your hand to be recognized
by the Board President, 2) via email directed to Executive Director Ray McGury
at rmcgury@napervilleparks.org, or 3) by voice mail at (630) 848-3500. These comments will be read
aloud or played, up to three minutes per speaker. Meetings are audio or video recorded and made
available to the public as provided by law.
This month’s only scheduled meeting due to the Christmas holiday, will be December 10th at 7:00 p.m.
Please check the District website for updated information.
-0re Insurance and Medicaid Programs. Counselors are trained and sponsored by the State of Illinois
Department on Aging. Appointments are available between 9:00 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. Monday through
Friday. To register, call 630-848-5000 or use this link to book an appointment with a SHIP counselor.
Open Enrollment appointments will be 75 minutes long. If a participant does not have access to a
computer or device for a Zoom appointment, SHIP volunteers can assist via telephone. This may require
more than one appointment if the participant cannot access certain Medicare documents via email.
-0Members of the Naperville Park District Police invite the community to contribute new, unwrapped toys
for the 2020 DuPage County Toys for Tots
program, hosted by the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. Toys
will be collected at various locations through Saturday,
December 12.
Collection sites are:
• Park District Administration Building - Drop off toys in
the collection box in the vestibule, located at 320 W.
Jackson Ave.
• Central Maintenance Facility, located at 427 Martin
Avenue. Hours of operations are: Monday-Friday,
7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
• Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, located
at 305 W. Jackson Ave. Hours of operation are:
Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. & Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
• Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday,
5:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday, 6:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and Sunday, 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
• 95th Street Center, located at 2244 W. 95th St. Hours of operation are: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.
Toys for Tots accepts only new, unwrapped toys. Please do not donate stuffed animals or toy weapons.
-0The Naperville Park District has introduced a brand-new Santa event for 2020 in light of COVID-19
restrictions. Santa’s Naperville Workshop will occupy the Riverwalk Café located on the Riverwalk
near Rotary Hill and the Paddleboat Quarry, which will be transformed into a wonderful, magical holiday
destination that visitors of all ages will enjoy.
Santa’s Workshop is an outdoor event where visiting families will remain outdoors and peer through the
windows of Santa’s workshop. Each family will enjoy a short, live conversation with Santa using special
North Pole technology. Families are encouraged to be prepared to take their own photos and video of
their experience as an event photographer will not be onsite.
The multi-day event will run from Wed., December 2 through Wed., December 23 from 4:30-8:30 pm.
Advance registration is required and onsite registration or walkups are not available. Residents can
register online and registration information is available at napervilleparks.org/santasworkshop. The cost
to attend is $10/residents and $15/nonresidents. Spots are limited.
Per annual tradition, the Park District also will host two Special Needs Nights on Wed., December 2 and
Thurs., December 3 for families with children who have special needs, hosted by Western DuPage
Special Recreation Association; additionally, Military and First Responders Night will be held Wed.,
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December 9. Registration for these special nights also will be available on the Santa’s Naperville
Workshop webpage.

Library News and Updates
For the latest information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org. Library
buildings are open on a limited basis to the Public during normal operating
hours on the following basis:
• The library is open for material browsing and checkout with capacity limits at each building
• The Naperville Public Library will continue to close at 5 p.m. on Sundays through December
31.
• The library is now offering curbside service. More info
• Public computing and seating will not be available at any locations. Express Stations are
available for 15-minute use on a limited basis. Remote printing services & copying are also
available
• Children’s toys and in-person programs are not available.
• Customers and staff are required to wear masks while using the libraries.
• There are reserved hours for vulnerable populations: Monday through Friday, 9 - 10 a.m.
• Increased cleaning – for instance, cleaning self-check stations after each use, and cleaning
high touch areas more often.
• Hand sanitizer is available at the entrance
• Returned materials are quarantined for three days to disinfect and fines are waived during this
quarantine period
Patrons can place materials on hold using their account through the Library website or using the
Naperville Library smartphone app. To stay up to date on library news, or to sign-up for a digital library
card, visit www.naperville-lib.org. Customers can also stream movies and music on hoopla, get e-books
through OverDrive, read newspapers through PressReader, and so much more. The Library Catalog,
http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to download or renew materials.
For more information, including the latest updates, on COVID-19 related restrictions and changes, click
here.
-0The next scheduled Naperville Public Library Board of Trustees meeting is 7 PM, Wednesday,
December 16th. More information can be found at https://www.naperville-lib.org/about/board-meetingagendas-and-packets. If you have something that needs to be shared with the
Naperville Public Library's Board of trustees, you may send an email to
nplboard@naperville-lib.org.
-0The
Winter
Program
Guide
is
available
on
line
at
https://www.flipsnack.com/napervillelibrary/naperville-public-library-2020-21-winterprogram-guide/full-view.html. Check it out to see the many programs now available
via virtual meeting software.
-0Brown Bag Lectures are currently being held virtually via Zoom. Registration is required. These
programs are presented “live” and will not be recorded or offered for later viewing. Please refer to
the program listing on the events calendar to register. Once registration is complete, a confirmation
email will be sent containing the
link to join the presentation at 1
p.m. the day of the program.
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Coming Whenever: NAHC Elections
Given continued efforts to manage COVID-19, the Confederation Board indefinitely delayed the
scheduled May NAHC Annual Meeting. The offices to be (eventually) voted on are Secretary of the
Confederation (currently Kathy Benson); Treasurer (currently an open position with
the duties being performed by Vice President John Mesarchik); and two at large
Director Positions (currently held by M. Skeet and Marcia Caruso). All are eligible to
run again for their current positions or to seek a different open office.
A nominating committee was to have been formed at our March 21st General Meeting
to prepare a slate of recommended candidates to be announced at then tentatively scheduled April 18 th
meeting. As the March meeting was not held due to the statewide shelter in place orders, and the April
and May meetings were cancelled as well, nominations will instead be accepted from the floor the day
of the eventual meeting. Any person who, at the time of election, is a member of a Confederation
member homeowners association in good standing or an associate member in good standing, may seek
and hold office on the Confederation Board; except that there shall be no more than one Confederation
Officer or a total of two Board of Directors members from any one Confederation member association
or no more than two associate members as voting members of the Board. Duties of the positions to be
elected are listed below: If you are interested in becoming a member of our Board, in any of these
elected positions or as an appointed Associate Director, please contact NAHC President Steve
Grosskopf at sgrosskopf@gobieworld.com or the Confederation email account at
naperahc@gmail.com.
Secretary - shall keep the current minutes of all Board of Directors meetings; shall present a written
report of the Confederation’s previous year’s activities at the Annual Meeting; and shall be responsible
for all correspondence related to the business of the Confederation. The Confederation shall approve
all material correspondence relating to the business of the Confederation and the Confederation Board
of Directors. The Secretary shall also keep current a list of Member associations and contact persons
and shall maintain duplicate copies of the corporate records. The Secretary shall be responsible for all
communications with Member associations or others as the President or the Board of Directors direct.
Treasurer – shall collect and receive all monies and assessments and deposit them to the credit of the
Confederation in a bank approved by the Confederation Board; shall render a statement of accounts to
the Confederation Board of Directors and to the Confederation membership at regular meetings; shall
issue receipts for assessments upon request; shall challenge the right to vote of any Confederation
member not in good standing at the time of any vote by reason of being in arrears in payments of
assessments; shall present a financial report in writing at the Annual Meeting; and shall keep a list of all
Confederation members currently in good standing. The Treasurer shall be responsible for preparing
the annual budget approved by Confederation members at the yearly November meeting and shall
disburse funds that are included in the budget line items upon presentation of adequate documentation.
At-Large Board Members – shall be chairpersons of Confederation Ad Hoc Committees as formed at
the discretion of the BOD. They shall be eligible to assume the terms and duties of Confederation
officers, if such officers resign, refuse, become ineligible, or are otherwise unavailable to fulfill their
terms. At-Large Board Members shall be empowered to vote in all decisions of the BOD. If any elected
Director is not able, for any reason, to complete a term of office, the BOD may appoint an Associate
Director to serve as a Director until the next annual election and any individual so appointed shall be
empowered to serve and perform their duties upon appointment.
All member associations in good standing are eligible to cast a vote in this election. To be considered
in good standing, member associations are to be current in their annual dues. For information on dues
payments, or to make a dues payment, see our website, www.napervillehomeowners.com. Other
information on the conduct of the elections, or on membership status of associations or voting rights of
associate members, can be found in the Confederation Bylaws.
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Keep an eye on www.napervillehomeowners.com and Facebook
for late-breaking news and information.

When you find us, make sure to like us!

Thanks for reading our newsletter. We are looking
forward to getting together whenever it is safe!
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