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Mixed Metaphors, Musings, and Mental Meanderings by the Editor…
Sometimes it takes a personal or family issue to truly appreciate one’s neighbors. While social media is
often poisoned by trolls, unwarranted nasty comments and political divisions, these are definitely not a
reflection of all of the people who call our community home. Having recently witnessed and been the
recipient of the kindness of not only old friends and acquaintances, but also strangers, my belief in the
power of neighbors helping neighbors has been reinforced. Thank you to everyone for your kindness.
There’s an old joke that there are two seasons in Northeastern Illinois, Winter and Road Construction.
This month’s newsletter addresses both as we take a look at things to help us forget about what seems
to be an interminable Winter, including getting ready to garden and visiting the Arboretum. On the other
side of the coin, we catalogue a few of the plethora of construction projects the City has in one phase
or another. Additionally, there’s a look at some interesting ongoing land use discussions, Naperville
Police Department ongoing education efforts to keep our neighborhoods safe, CAI efforts to clarify
lending requirements for associations, and what may be (although we’ve been fooled before) the last of
the monthly Pandemic Notes that first appeared in the April of 2020 edition. These, along with our usual
news briefs, calendar, and reports and information from the Library, Park District, CAI, and Naper
Settlement are all part of our commitment to providing interesting and actionable information for
neighbors, homeowners, and homeowners associations.
For anyone keeping track (besides me), I started editing this newsletter in August of 2006, which makes
this #188. A lot has changed since then in our neighborhoods, community, nation and the world. One
thing included in that inaugural edition 15+ years ago, though, was a note about the start of discussions
on a proposal to wrap a multi-story parking garage around the Nichols Library building to increase the
available parking in Naperville’s downtown. As noted later in this month’s newsletter, that project seems
to be back under consideration. I’m not sure if this is déjà vu all over again, or just something whose
time has finally come. Time will definitely tell.
Thanks for taking the time to read through this month’s edition, and, as always, I welcome your feedback
on ways we can continue to be both an information source and a voice for the neighborhoods.
.
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Confederation Leadership Hopes to See You Soon
We’re looking forward to seeing everyone when our meetings resume, but dates and plans remain
uncertain. We remain hopeful in person meetings will become a good idea in the near future, but it
remains difficult to plan. When we do return to meeting with our neighbors, we’re also looking for
possible sponsors and presenters for these meetings. If you would like to share your message with
our members, email us at naperahc@gmail.com.
If you are interested in helping plan our direction and future meetings, become part of our mission of
neighbors helping neighbors by joining our Board as an Associate Director. Volunteers are needed as
we work to resume a more active community presence after a two-year hiatus.
Meanwhile, to be able to continue with our mission and service to the community we need your help in
the form of dues, either at the annual rate ($30 for association, $10 for individual members), or for three
years, ($75 for associations, $25 for individuals). Dues checks can be sent to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you need an invoice prior to making a payment, are interested in being on the Board, or sponsoring
an upcoming meeting, please email us at naperahc@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you.

Pandemic Notes
Over the past many months, your Confederation editor has shared articles and information deemed
relevant and useful to our neighbors and members. He’s hoping that soon this section of the newsletter
will no longer be required and appreciates your comments moving forward.
Due to the continued decrease in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations, and increase in available ICU
beds, the Illinois indoor mask requirement ended on Monday, February 28, 2022. Masks will still be
required oer CDC guidance in areas where hospitals are under high strain and on public transportation..
Under the new guidance, nearly 70% of the U.S. population lives in an area considered to be low or
medium risk, and residents there are advised they can go indoors without masks. People should still
wear face coverings if they wish or if they are personally at high risk. Regardless of local conditions,
they should mask if they have COVID-19 symptoms or a positive test or have been exposed to someone
with COVID-19. While masks are njo longer mandated, many people will copntinue, as a personal
choice, to wear one. Both mask wearers and those who do not feel the need should respect the others
who may not follow their own practice.
To understand the pandemic’s current impact on our community, the City of Naperville’s COVID-19
Resources Page at www.naperville.il.ud/coronavirus-resources includes links to reputable sources of
information and the latest local updates. Additional information and COVID-19 data can be found
at https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19.html.
Testing has also become much more readily available with at-home tests at many pharmacies and the
ability to order free COVID-19 tests at covidtest.gov. The 10 state community-based testing sites are
currently open three days a week, but as we continue to see the number of cases and the demand for
testing decrease - and we head into summer when we’ve seen the fewest number of cases,
hospitalizations, and deaths, mass testing locations will close in favor of more cost-effective testing
options.
Members of the public are reminded that they can still conduct business with the City of Naperville in
person, online, by email or by phone. A City Services Guide, available on the City’s website, outlinwa
how to remotely submit payments, plans, permit applications, job applications or utility issues; as well
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as how to request meetings, licenses, inspections, meeting space and other services. Twehis remote
interaction with the City is encouraged
In compliance with CDC recommendations, all Illinois residents, 18 and over, are eligible for a booster
vaccine. Vaccines continue to be readily available at pharmacies across the state, many local health
departments, doctor offices, federally qualified health centers, and other locations. To find a COVID-19
vaccination location near you, go to www.vaccines.gov. People who have questions about vaccines
and booster doses can call the COVID-19 Call Center at 1-833-621-1284..
Information on COVID-19 treatments can be found at https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/communityguidance/covid19-treatment.html. To find a location that provides treatment, visit the COVID-19
Outpatient Therapy Locator on the IDPH website at https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid-19-outpatienttherapy-locator.html.
For up-to-date information to help community associations navigate the challenges faced during the
COVID-19
pandemic;
including
local,
state,
and
federal
government
actions,
visit https://www.caionline.org/Pages/covid19gov.aspx and www.caionline.org/coronavirus.

Time to Plan to Spring Gardening
While the calendar says we still have a couple weeks of winter left, and experience living in Northern
Illinois warns us that we’re not snow safe until sometime in May, harbingers of Spring are all around us
and this is a good time to give some thought to your lawn and
garden.
Coming up on Sunday, March 13 th, Daylight savings time returns,
and March 20th marks the first official day of Spring. But for
gardeners, the important date is when weekly bagged yard waste
pickup resumes on March 14, 2022. You can place grass, weeds,
small branches, twigs and leaves in 32-gallon paper yard waste
bag or a clearly labeled (Yard Waste Only) 32-gallon can.
Alternatively, branches less than 3 inches in diameter may be tied
in bundles that measure up to 4 feet long and 2 feet wide. Secure
each bundle with biodegradable twine. Bags and bundles have a
60-pound weight limit. A yard waste sticker must be attached to each bag, container or bundle placed
at the curb for collection. Stickers will cost $2.50 this year (and one’s from last year are still good). If
you’ve got a lot of tree trimming to do, and it can wait,, annual free curbside brush collection starts in
mid-May for branches and tree trimmings. However, if you have any oak pruning or buckthorn clearing,
you should have completed it by the end of February. Once March arrives, these two projects should be
put on hold or you risk damage to your trees, soils, amphibians, and more.
Besides cutting down and clearing the remnants of last year, it is also time to begin planning for your
garden. Beautifying your yard while conserving water and creating a habitat for birds
and butterflies can be easy and rewarding. Jim Kleinwachter of The Conservation
Foundation will walk your yard with you and suggest impactful choices for home
landscapes such as diversifying trees and shrubs, using native plants, installing rain
barrels, composting, and reducing chemical use. For a site visit or more info –
contact Jim at jkleinwachter@theconservationfoundation.org. If your association
has issues with geese, Jim has some ideas on that as well. Jim will also be
presenting a webinar, INVITE NATURE TO YOUR YARD on March 30, 2022 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm.
You can view the event and register here.
3
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

The Morton Arboretum offers tree collections and gardens to explore no matter the weather or
season. Gardeners looking for variety and interest in their yards throughout the year are encouraged to
visit the Four Seasons Garden. Planted in 1994 at the Thornhill Education Center, this 2,000-squarefoot formal garden contains more than 70 kinds of plants.
While thinking about planting, the City of Naperville’s Annual Arbor Day Tree Sale takes place online
for a six-week period beginning March 1. The sale link opens on Tuesday, March 1 at 8 a.m. and closes
on Friday, April 15 at 5 p.m. or when all trees are sold, whichever comes first. A socially distanced drivethru tree pickup will take place on Saturday, April 23 at the Public Works Service Center, 180 Fort Hill
Drive from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more details go to https://www.naperville.il.us/residents/our-urbanforest/arbor-day-tree-sale/. (Please note: Residents will be able to select from 20 different species of
container-grown trees costing between $25 and $50 for use in beautifying their yards and sustaining the
environment. A total of 280 trees are available for purchase, including various maples, oaks and elms.
All orders will take place online at www.naperville.il.us/arbordaytreesale. Multiple tree types may be
purchased through PayPal in one transaction, with trees categorized by price. Once an online order is
complete, shoppers will be directed to use an online calendar to schedule a time to pick up their tree(s)
on Saturday, April 23 at the Public Works Service Center. For the safety of all, participants will be asked
to stay in their vehicles while City staff members load the trees into vehicles during their pre-scheduled
pickup timeslot. Residents will be limited to six trees. All tree sales are final, and trees must be picked
up on April 23. Payment will be forfeited for trees that are not picked up on April 23. No refunds will be
given.)
Additionally, The Openlands Native Tree and Plant Sale is now open and offers a wide variety of
native plants to choose from online, shipped free, and direct to your door. In partnership with
Possibility Place Nursery, the sale offers native flowers, grasses, ferns, shrubs, and trees not easily
found at most nurseries and big-box stores. Trees and shrubs will begin shipping out April 1st, and
perennials will begin shipping May 15th.
With populations of pollinators like monarch butterflies increasingly at risk due to habitat loss and
pesticide use, one of the most immediately impactful actions you can take to support biodiversity is
planting native species on your property. Habitat loss is especially challenging for migratory pollinators
who travel far distances and need enough patches of habitat, like milkweed, to rest and feed. By planting
native trees, shrubs, and flowers on your landscape,
you will add a magnificent beauty that goes beyond
aesthetics to support biodiversity and increase climate
resilience. Native plants are easy to maintain once
established and require little or no pruning,
deadheading, watering, or fertilizing and some you
might consider include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Milkweed
Coneflower (Purple, yellow, pale)
Black-eyed Susan
Prairie blazing star
Swamp rose
Great blue lobelia
Foxglove beardtongue
Wild columbine
Indigo bush
Black chokeberry

All things considered, and even with snow on the
ground, this is a great time of the year to be a gardener! If you’re just starting out, consider these tips
from The Conservation Foundation to make the journey a little less daunting:
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•
•
•

•

•

•
•

Location, Location, Location A common mistake when gardening is choosing the wrong
location. Your vegetable garden needs at least eight hours of sunlight a day. Ideally, the garden
location will have a slight slope to drain properly and be out of direct, cold wind.
Clean-Up, Clean-Up You want to start your Spring gardening by removing broken branches,
dead plant material and leaves. They can harbor disease, fungi and unwanted pests.
Mulch Does More than Look Good Not only does mulch make your garden look neater and
more finished, it also conserves moisture, reduces weed growth and soil disease, and keeps the
soil cooler during the summer. Use approximately 2-3 inches of mulch in your planting beds and
garden to help the soil retain water and reduce the amount of water you have to use on your
garden. (But, please don’t pile mulch like a volcano around the base of your trees).
Water Wisely Be sure to water in the early morning or in the evening to reduce the amount of
evaporation loss. Also, most landscape plants do not need to be watered every day. Practice
deep, infrequent watering to encourage deep root growth. Overwatering can stress the plants
and lead to disease and pest problems
Conserve Water with a Rain Barrel With all of the spring rain, why not save on your water bill
and use rain water collected in a rain barrel. Connect your downspouts to rain barrels and hook
on a hose to water your garden. Not only does it help your pocketbook, the plants grow better
with rain water.
Black Gold Let your kids play in the dirt. As long as the soil is free of lead and any hazardous
materials, it is actually good for them. Researchers have discovered that natural “friendly”
bacteria in the soil can actually boost the mood as effectively as an anti-depressant.
Annuals vs Perennials Save money by choosing perennials over annuals. Besides the obvious,
that you have to buy new annuals each year, the plants also require more water. Perennials and
in particular native plants, do not need as much water because of their deep root system. Native
plants can survive long dry periods which seem to be occurring more regularly each year.

A Safer Naper: Home Safety
A burglary is reported every 15 seconds in the United States. Here in Naperville, it is important to
remember that while ours is a safe community, it is not without crime. Crime can happen anywhere.
Therefore, our residents must take proactive steps to
protect their homes and build safer neighborhoods.
To assist in these efforts, the Naperville Police
Department’s March Safer Naper campaign provides
practical tips to help residents secure their homes and
the valuables within them. Learn how implementing a nighttime security routine and other practical tips
can help protect your assets at www.naperville.il.us/asafernaper.
Residents are also encouraged to join us for one of three home safety/burglary presentations that will
be offered as part of this month’s Safer Naper campaign. Staff will provide tips on how to make your
home a hard target as well as answer questions about securing your valuables and handing out gun
locks.
•

Wednesday, March 30 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Naperville Municipal Center, 400 S. Eagle St.

•

Thursday, March 31 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at the 95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr.

•

Thursday, March 31 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 95th Street Library, 3015 Cedar Glade Dr.

Take advantage of the information and the opportunities to make our homes and neighborhoods safer.
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The Morton Arboretum Celebrates 100 Years
If you’re not already familiar with The Morton Arboretum in Lisle, there is no better excuse to become
so than to celebrate its 100 th birthday – especially in the spring, when the daffodils, woodland wildflowers
and flowering trees are in bloom. Truthfully, the Arboretum is
beautiful in any season – the prairie in summer, trees changing
color in fall and if you haven’t seen the Illumination in winter,
you don’t know what you’re missing.
This 1700-acre outdoor tree museum was founded by Joy
Morton who also founded Chicago’s Morton Salt Company and
was the son of the man who started Arbor Day. Among the
Arboretum’s many highlights is the vast collection of trees, a
Plant Clinic, hiking paths, the ability to bicycle or drive through on paved roads, a members’ only plant
sale, the Children’s Garden, guided tours and did I mention the food and special events are great too?
To celebrate its 100th birthday, a new Grand Garden is being developed, opening in September 2022,
near the Visitor Center, and the Arboretum will plant more than 1,000 trees throughout the Chicago
region.
There is also a significant Naperville connection to the Arboretum. May Watts, who lived for over 30
years at 227 W. Jefferson in downtown Naperville before her death, was the staff naturalist at the
Arboretum until she retired in 1961, developing the earliest versions of the Arboretum’s popular
educational offerings. Ms. Watts’ contributions are honored with the May T. Watts Reading Garden at
the Arboretum, and the Naperville Park District and District 204 recognized her contributions through
the dedication of May Watts Park and May Watts School on Whispering Hills Drive; and of course, we
also have her to thank for the development of the Illinois Prairie Path, which opened in 1966.
Consider taking a trip soon to visit the Arboretum. It is a fantastic local resource. Entry to the Arboretum
is always free to members, and non-members can apply your daily entry fee to a new membership.
.

Upcoming Meetings to Discuss Future Land Uses
Final approval of the revised Land Use Master Plan is on the agenda for the City Council meeting
scheduled for 7 p.m. on March 1st. There now seem to be two versions
of the Plan for Council to choose between, at least as it encompasses
the area south of Ogden Avenue along Naper Boulevard and
bisected by Plank Road.
Council is being asked to determine whether this primarily vacant
unincorporated area will be designated as either Medium Density
Residential (including a variety of unit types and price-points in the
form of mixed-use, multi-unit, or townhomes. consistent with the 2010
Plank Road Study) as currently in the Plan or as a Neighborhood
Center ( a variety of land uses that contribute to its role as a local focal
point and hub of activity. Examples of primary uses within
Neighborhood Centers are restaurants and cafés, coffee shops, small
grocery stores, banks, convenience stores, dry cleaners, salons, or
fitness centers. Supporting uses in Neighborhood Centers can include
institutional or office-based uses, such as schools, community
facilities, small offices, or medical clinics. Residential uses in the form
of mixed-use, multi-unit, or townhomes, can exist in these areas where housing will complement the
primary function of the Neighborhood Center. Scale and intensity are as important as the land use itself).
One issue City Staff sees with the Neighborhood Center designation is the past unwillingness to provide
direct access to the area from Naper Boulevard which serves to limit any potential commercial uses
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within the area designated as A and B on the adjacent map. Unless curb cuts (and associate traffic
controls) are added to Naper, access will be limited to Plank and Tuthill Roads with Tuthill currently
being primarily right in/right out access from Ogden Avenue. With pros and cons to both possible usages,
it is interesting that this was not discussed further in depth during the Plan Development process. The
land use master plan is available for download here or by visiting the comprehensive master plan project
web page at www.naperville.il.us/projects-in-naperville/master-plan-update/.
The second meeting will address the potential residential use for City-owned property near the
intersection of 103rd Street and Route 59 in order to
expand quality, affordable housing in Naperville for
seniors and individuals with developmental disabilities. A
portion of this City owned parcel (outlined in black on the
adjacent photo) is planned for this area, with the entire
parcel listed in the proposed new Master Land Use Plan
as Neighborhood Center (as defined above) with the
Master Plan explaining this designation, as opposed to
purely commercial, due to the availability of other
commercial space in the area, including at 95 th and
Route 59.
Four firms responded to a request for proposals issued
by the City in September 2021 to develop this housing,
which was directed by the City Council in accordance
with recommendations to use public lands to address affordable housing needs. Two firms, based on
experience and qualifications, Gorman & Company LLC and Mercy Housing Lakefront, have been
selected to present their initial concept proposals and answer questions at the meeting of the Human
Rights and Fair Housing Commission, at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 7 in Council Chambers of the
Naperville Municipal Center. The meeting will also be broadcast live: Watch on WCNC (Ch. 6 – WOW,
Ch. 10 – Comcast, Ch. 99 – AT&T) or online at naperville.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx. . More details
are available on the project website, naperville.il.us/senior-housing.
.

CAI Urges Suspension of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac Temporary
Lending Guidelines for Condominiums and Cooperatives
Guidance from Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac introduced in late 2021 brings new project requirements
for condominiums and housing cooperatives to ensure safety and structural stability following the partial
collapse of Champlain Towers South condominium in Surfside,
Fla., last June. However, the short timeframe of implementation
and updated lender questionnaires have caught community
association boards, managers, attorneys, and document
providers by surprise, and they are now seeking to address the
new requirements while keeping real estate transactions in their
communities moving forward.
On February 17th, CAI sent a letter to the Federal Housing
Finance Agency (FHFA) requesting that implementation of the temporary guidelines be suspended by
at least one year. Recently, CAI members shared that creditworthy borrowers have been denied credit
to purchase homes and refinance mortgages in condominium and cooperative projects with no safety,
soundness, structural integrity, or habitability concerns because of the temporary guidelines.
CAI supports the intent of the new requirements and understands the need for the governmentsponsored enterprises to assess and mitigate risks associated with their respective condominium unit
and cooperative share mortgage portfolios. CAI respectfully recommends a delay in implementation to
support this outcome by reducing uncertainty; allowing associations, their managing agents, and service
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providers to produce documentation materials more efficiently; and accounting for state and local
government enactment of appropriate condominium and cooperative project safety and financial
solvency standards.
CAI continues to engage in conversations with Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac representatives, realtors,
mortgage bankers, and others to find solutions that can help avoid a regulatory bottleneck and loss of
capital and liquidity to the condominium and housing cooperative mortgage market.
CAI is also are collecting data to better understand the impact of these new requirements on
condominiums and housing cooperatives. If you are aware of a real estate transaction in a condominium
and/or housing cooperative community that has been delayed, disrupted, or stopped because of the
new guidance from Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac, please complete the survey.
In addition, CAI has released a new guide for our members to help them navigate the new requirements,
including an FAQ section, that can be downloaded www.caionline.org/condosafety CAI also hosted a
webinar on January 26th with representatives from Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac as well as community
association attorneys Edmund Allcock and Todd J. Billy, fellows in CAI’s College of Community
Association Lawyers. The webinar will be available on-demand soon at www.caionline.org/webinars.
>>Find more resources at www.caionline.org/CondoSafety.

City Project & Construction News and Updates
Whether it’s because additional funding is available, or projects that have been deferred are now coming
closer to reality, there are lots of plans afoot around town to change the appearance of our roads and
amenities. Here are a few that are either in progress, under consideration, or about to move forward.
248th Avenue Update: The 248th Avenue Road
Improvement Project is on the agenda for the March 1 City
Council meeting. At this time, City Council will select the
preferred project alternative (expected to be alternative B)
and decide whether staff should apply for federal funding.
Decisions about the scope and funding of project noise
walls are on hold until the project consultant has completed
its full noise analysis and the Illinois Department of
Transportation has reviewed it, likely sometime this
summer. Once a date has been set for City Council to
discuss the noise wall, it will be shared on the project
webpage and through a City eNews update.
-0Nichols Library Parking Deck: The City of Naperville will host a Public Meeting regarding the potential
construction of a parking deck adjacent to the Nichols Library located in Downtown Naperville at 200 W.
Jefferson Avenue. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, 4:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M.in the
Nichols Library Community Room, 200 W. Jefferson Avenue, Naperville.
Between 2005 and 2007, the City pursued the design of a new parking structure that would be located
immediately adjacent to the existing Nichols Library, including the currently vacant area immediately
west of the library building along Eagle Street. The architectural design for the project was nearly
completed and included extensive input from various stakeholders. The final design included the
following among other amenities:
• 501 parking spaces (371 more than the existing 130 space surface lot)
• 4 parking levels partially underground to minimize height
• Residential façade treatment
• A plaza at the northwest corner.
• A new shared library and parking deck pedestrian entrance near Webster Street
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Due to the economic recession and other parking facilities that were then underway, the Nichols Library
parking Deck project was halted in 2008.
The City is seeking public comment on the potential to resume the design and construction of this
parking facility. The purpose of this meeting is to:
• Re-introduce the Nichol Library Parking Deck project
• Seek input on the need for additional parking to serve the library and downtown area
• Seek confirmation that the City should explore outside external funding opportunities
• Provide an opportunity for general comment on the project
The meeting will be held in an open house format; all interested parties are encouraged to attend. For
questions or comments about the meeting or the project, please contact City Traffic Engineer Andy
Hynes at (630) 548-2958 or hynesa@naperville.il.us.
-0Downtown Streetscape Upgrade: Long-awaited work to improve streets, sidewalks and utilities in
portions of downtown Naperville is scheduled to begin Tuesday, March 1, pending weather or
unforeseen circumstances. These updates will improve
pedestrian mobility, accessibility and safety in this area
while also ensuring downtown Naperville continues to
be a must-see destination for residents and visitors for
years to come.
Work will take place along Jefferson Avenue between
Main and Webster streets and Main Street between
Jackson and Jefferson avenues and is scheduled to be
complete by the end of August. Phased work schedules
will close portions of streets at various times while still
allowing access to businesses. Main Street work
begins in Phase 1, with Jefferson Avenue the Phase 2
focus. Phases 3 and 4 focus on Jackson Avenue,
Webster Street and water main lining along
Jefferson Avenue and may be performed in
conjunction with earlier phases. Final roadway
surface and project cleanup will take place during
the fifth and final phase of the project.
There will be significant impacts to travel in the
downtown area during this work even with the
phased approach utilized to minimize impacts.
There will be no on-street parking or vehicle
access on Main between Jackson and Jefferson
and on Jefferson between Webster and Main
during various work phases. Intermittent impacts
and closures will be dependent on the work being
performed. Following completion, much of the
current diagonal parking along portions of Jefferson and Main will be replaced with parallel parking,
adding a new challenge for those drivers without self-parking features on their cars.
Traffic control plans are in place to maintain pedestrian access to all buildings, and temporary traffic
control variations will support truck parking and short-term deliveries. Phase-specific road and parking
closure maps are now available at www.naperville.il.us/downtownprogress.
This work is part of the Downtown: Progress in Progress initiative that focuses on continued growth and
improvements in the downtown area. Once complete, improvements will include wider sidewalks and
more pedestrian space, more trees and plantings, updated street furniture and light fixtures and
additional outdoor amenity areas for businesses. For more information and project updates,
visit www.naperville.il.us/downtownprogress.
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-0Columbia Street: The City has identified the need to improve Columbia Street from Monticello Drive to
5th Avenue. The goal of this project is to create a better driving experience for motorists, as well as
better recreational experiences for pedestrians.
The project includes widening the roadway; installing new pavement, curbs and gutters; and a new
street lighting system. Additionally, a new sidewalk will be poured on both sides of the roadway from
Monticello Drive to 5th Avenue. Work is expected to begin in 2023.
-0Washington Street Bridge: With pre-construction, including utility relocation and right of way
acquisition beginning this year, the replacement of the crumbling downtown Washington Street Bridge
is closer to becoming a reality. The first harbinger of this work is the upcoming March 2 nd Planning and
Zoning Commission meeting where the owners of the property at the northwest corner of Aurora and
Washington, currently occupied by JC Licht, AT&T, and Walgreens, will be requesting several variances
as part of their parcel is lost due to the new construction.
During the bridge replacement, it is expected that a single lane in each direction will be retained with the
rehabilitation of the bridge taking place through multiple stages to ensure that this single lane of traffic
is maintained at all times. During the expected 11-month construction period in 2022/2023, crews will
likely close two lanes of the bridge at a time and complete work in stages. Nearby bridges like Main
Street and Eagle Street will continue to enable access to the downtown from the south. Through traffic
on Washington Street will need to allow for greater travel time or be prepared to use alternate routes.
The roadway will be widened from Aurora Avenue to Chicago Avenue to allow for a
continuous left turn lane and two through lanes in each direction. An additional southbound right
turn lane and eastbound left turn lane at the Aurora/Washington intersection will be added. Side
walks will be maintained on both sides of future Washington Street. The City continues to review
options to create a traffic management plan and communicate road closures and optimize travel
options.
North Aurora Road: Phase 1 Construction work that was shut down for the winter season will resume
soon. The first phase is being conducted in partnership with the Naperville Township Road District to
improve and widen the pavement between Fairway Drive and Frontenac Road. The scope of the project
consists of widening the existing three-lane road to accommodate two traffic lanes in each direction,
with a center turn lane, multi-use trail and sidewalk, as well as improvements to roadway lighting and
drainage. Completion of this first phase of the project is expected in late 2022.
The second phase of work will improve the Canadian National/Wisconsin Central Railroad bridge over
North Aurora Road in collaboration with the Naperville Township Road District and the City of Aurora
(as each agency has jurisdiction over a portion of the roadway along this corridor). The scope of the
project consists of replacing the 107-year-old railroad bridge with a new structure that will span the newly
expanded five traffic lanes on North Aurora Road, as well as the multi-use trail and sidewalk. In addition,
roadway lighting, a pump station and increased vertical clearance will be provided. This project is
currently scheduled to open for bid in June 2022, with construction expected to be complete in late 2024.

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
The Power of Choice is a collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District 203 and
204 middle and high schools growing the number of students making
healthy choices regarding substance use. Each month the Confederation
proudly shares news and event updates from The Power of
Choice,The Community Alliance For Prevention and 360 Youth Services as
they work to strengthen our community by focusing on our children and the
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environment they live in; providing visions of our community proactively working together, best-practice
substance abuse prevention strategies, and promotion of community-level change that impacts our
youth.
Overcoming Racial Bias: 360 Prevention Teamwork Featured as a Success Story for State
Agencies: Racism is a public health crisis. The Prevention Department staff at 360 Youth Services
shares the collective values of becoming an anti-racist and anti-oppressive team, and has been creating
guidelines around its policies, practices and materials. These beginning efforts and the guidelines, which
are continually updated, caught the attention of Prevention First, the training arm of the Illinois
Department of Human Services, Substance Use and Prevention Recovery system. Prevention First
featured this work by 360's Prevention team in a February article. Get the full story here.
Even though this article and related guidelines focus on prevention, the universal principles and content
may have meaning for anyone who is working for, volunteering with, or supporting an organization. The
Prevention Department staff encourages others to borrow from the guidelines to create or add to their
own, and they welcome any ideas or thoughts that might strengthen this document and this work.
Parents of Middle School Students: While parents play an important role in alcohol prevention, they
are not alone. They can find ideas and support by taking
advantage of parenting resources. The February Power
of Choice 6th-8th Grade Parent Newsletter is one place
to start! To get tips about talking with other parents about
underage drinking concerns, learning about school and
community supports, and finding guidance from experts,
read the newsletter here.
Parents of High School Students: Do you know a high
school student who would be interested in earning
service hours? We might be able to help! We know most
high school students are making healthy choices around
alcohol and other substances. The Youth Advisory
Committee invites your teen to submit a clip for our
Alcohol-Free video which will be shared during National
Prevention Week! To get involved, please reach out to
the
YAC
Coordinator
Sarah
at Sindlecoffer@360youthservices.org by March 4th! .
-0Illinois driver’s licenses, instruction permits and identification cards that have an expiration date
between January 1, 2020 and March 31, 2022 were extended until March 31, 2022. Commercial
driver’s licenses and commercial learner’s permits are excluded from this extension. Addiitonally,
Restricted Driving Permits that expire between December 1, 2021 and March 30, 2022 were also
extended to March 31, 2022.More information is at https://www.ilsos.gov/.
Secretary of State White is also reminding customers with license plate stickers expiring at the end
of the month can be renewed online at ilsos.gov. You can print thereceipt and keep that receipt
in their vehicle to comply with Illinois law. Motorists are allowed to drive without an up-to-date vehicle
renewal sticker on their license plate as long as they have the receipt from the Secretary of State
showing that they bought the sticker before expiration. The receipt is valid for up to 30 days from the
expiration of the previous registration sticker’s date.
-0The City of Naperville proudly announced that it has once again been awarded the highest bond
rating available on the City’s General Obligation bonds by both Standard & Poor's (S&P) Global
Ratings and Moody’s Investors Service.
Naperville is proud to have received the ‘AAA’ rating from S&P and ‘Aaa’ rating from Moody’s for over
two decades. Both ratings are reflective of the City’s strong and expanding economy, budgetary
flexibility and availability of funds and strong debt position.
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Specifically noted in S&P’s report was Naperville’s “very strong and expanding local economy,” along
with “several years of surplus financial operations and a very strong reserve and liquidity position,
supported by sound management practices and strong institutional framework score.” Moody’s cited the
“city’s substantial and affluent tax base . . . sound financial profile (and) low debt burden.”
These ratings are a testament to the City Council and City leadership’s commitment to its financial
principles, which have guided the City’s budgetary process since 2015. These principles – passing a
structurally balanced operating budget annually, committing to continuous improvement in the delivery
of necessary and cost-effective services and actively seeking to increase reserves to 25% and reduce
debt by 25% within an eight-year timeframe – provided structure to create a long-term sustainable
financial plan for Naperville.
The rating reviews were performed in conjunction with a planned almost $7 million bond issuance for
the City’s Water 2.0 project, which installed approximately 43,500 wireless meter interface units to water
meter reading devices or touchpads to transmit wireless remote monthly readings for a better customer
billing experience. The full ratings reports can be viewed at naperville.il.us/government/city-finances/.
-0Want to stay informed about what's happening in the
Naperville area? Naperville Community Television is your local
source for fact-based news about what's happening in your
community. Sign up for NCTV17 News Update and get free daily
Naperville-area news headline stories delivered right to your
inbox Monday - Friday.
Be the person in your neighborhood who is informed, connected,
and engaged to the community we all call home. Sign up today
at: https://www.nctv17.com/subscribe.
And, if you have a news tip or story idea you'd like to share with
the station's news department, send them your information
at newstips@nctv17.com or
complete
the
form
at: https://www.nctv17.com/submit-story/
-0A joint task force, including Linden Oaks Behavioral Health, Naperville Park District, City of Naperville,
and Forest Preserve Districts of DuPage and Will
Counties, announces a new, collaborative program
aimed at addressing the growing epidemic of teen and
young adult suicides.
The new program, called Operation Disrupt, uses data
from police and fire department records to identify
locations where suicide attempts have occurred in the
past, as well as other isolated areas where suicide
attempts may occur in the future, and directs police
patrols to these locations. Police officers are being
trained on what to do “in the moment” if, while on these
patrols, they encounter someone who may be suicidal
or otherwise in need of assistance. In addition,
Operation Disrupt signs are being posted in these
locations to alert the public that these locations are
being patrolled. These signs will display the National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline phone number and website.
Operation Disrupt goes into effect immediately. For
additional information about Operation Disrupt, please
contact Operation Disrupt Coordinator, Naperville Park District Police Officer Thomas J. Wronski, 630791-0320, twronski@napervilleparks.org.
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-0Thw Deadline for the Illinois 5Essentials Survey for Parents is March 11TH. Parents, students and
teachers across Illinois have an opportunity to participate in the annual statewide Illinois 5Essentials
Survey. This survey is designed to generate a detailed picture of your child’s school as it relates to the
important elements of school effectiveness.
On behalf of the Illinois State Board of Education, the Illinois 5Essentials Survey is administered online
by the University of Chicago. All survey responses will be kept confidential. The state will provide survey
results for individual schools only if a school has at least 20 percent of parents take the survey. If you
have children attending more than one school, complete the survey for each school.
To take this short survey:
1. Visit 5 Essentials Survey Link
2. Type and select “Dupage” as "County." (The county is the location of the school district's main
offices for both Districts 203 and 204)
3. Type your school's name into the "School" field and select your school.
-0DuPage County Launches Online Permitting System - DuPage County residents no longer
need to file permit applications in-person as the County has launched its new online permitting
system allowing residents to apply for permits from home.
The new system will allow for electronic submissions of several types of permits, including building
permits, highway permits, utility permits, zoning entitlements, and more. It will also allow residents
to track the progress of their permit application online as DuPage County moves to a paperless
permitting program. The permitting system will bring the Building and Zoning, Division of
Transportation, and Public Works departments into the existing system that has been utilized by
Stormwater Management for the past three years.
To
apply
for
a
permit,
visit
the
appropriate
website
for
your
permit: https://dupageco.org/buildingzoning, https://www.dupageco.org/DOT,
or https://www.dupageco.org/publicworks.
-0Quick Links to Things You and Your Neighbors Might Want to Know:
• For the most up-to-date information, forms, schedules, and instructions for the 2022 Illinois tax
season, please visit IDOR's website at: tax.illinois.gov.. In addition to free filing of Form IL-1040
through MyTax Illinois, individuals may also utilize the site to make payments, respond to department
inquiries, and check the status of their refunds using the Where's My Refund? Link.
• Illinois residents can use the SNAP eligibility calculator to determine if they are eligible for SNAP
benefits. IDHS has an additional resource page for SNAP benefit amounts and eligibility limits
here: https://www.dhs.state.il.us/OneNetLibrary/27897/documents/Brochures/124.pdf.
Related
updates on Illinois Online SNAP program are posted at www.DHS.illinois.gov/OnlineSNAP.
• To
learn
more
about
Illinois
Fire
Safety
Alliance
(IFSA)
programs
visit: https://www.ifsa.org/supportgroup
• The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) will be accepting applications for financial aid
from homeowners financially impacted by the pandemic beginning in April through the Illinois
Emergency Homeowner Assistance Fund (ILHAF) program. For more information and updates
on the program, please visit illinoishousinghelp.org.]
• For more information about what to do before, during and after severe weather, please visit the
Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA): www.Ready.Illinois.gov
• Illinois’ newly established 30 by 30 Conservation Task Force will host a series of virtual listening
sessions over the next eight weeks to discuss the future of natural land and water in Illinois and set
an ambitious goal for conservation. More information about the task force and upcoming listening
sessions can be found online at https://bit.ly/IL30x30.
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Mark Your Calendar
•
For upcoming City of Naperville City Council, Board and Commission meetings go to
https://www.naperville.il.us/government/city-of-naperville-government-meeting-listing/
•

In partnership with The Conservation Foundation, DuPage County Stormwater Management
(SWM) is continuing its free monthly water quality
webinars. The webinars connect environmentally minded
individuals and organizations in preserving local streams and
rivers. The workshops will be held on the second Thursday of
each month from noon to 1pm. Upcoming topics include
green infrastructure maintenance, local restoration projects
and the effect of nutrients on waterways. The webinars are
open to the public, but advanced registration is requested.

•
Naperville Community Unit District 203’s Board of Education next scheduled meeting will be
Monday, March 7th at 7 PM. The Board is also scheduled to meet on Monday, March 21st. All in-person
attendees must follow the Executive Order requiring that masks be worn indoors, regardless of
vaccination status, by all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to P-12 schools, and on school
buses. For more details and updates on meetings, including the abilitry for public attendance and
comment, go to https://www.naperville203.org/domain/732.
•
The Indian Prairie Educational Foundation presents Inspire ’22 – join in for an evening out in
support of the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation. Inspire ’22 will take place on March 11 from 7-10
pm at Loft28West and will include dinner, drinks and fundraising activities. Special to the evening will
be performances and exhibits provided by our talented IPSD 204 student musicians, vocalists and
artists. Thank you to event sponsors Service with a Smile, Quinlan and Fabish and RichLee Vans for
their support. Inspire ’22 ticket and event information can be found here.
•
The West Suburban Irish St. Patrick's Day Parade returns on Saturday,
March 12, celebrating the health care workers for their tireless efforts to keep our
community healthy especially during the past two years. The Parade starts at 10 am
from the south parking lot at Naperville North High School. It continues south on Mill
St. to Jackson, heading over to Main St. and ending at Water Street.
•
The next Indian Prairie District 204 Board of Education meeting is at 7 pm on
Monday, March 14th at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora. Meeting
agendas and documents will be available online prior to the meeting. Indian Prairie School
District 204 Board of Education meetings will require masks to be worn at all times by
those attending the meeting. Video of the regular meeting can be streamed live or viewed
the following day at the District’s YouTube channel.. The Board will also meet in Executive
Session Executive Session on Monday, March 21, 2022 at 6:00 PM.
•
The next scheduled meeting of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees will be
Thursday, March 17th. Regular meetings of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees are
typically held once each month, on the third Thursday, on the main campus in Glen Ellyn.
The packet of materials for each Board Meeting is available 48 hours prior to the meeting
and is accessible by clicking here.
•
Billy Elton will be making their seventh appearance in the Neuqua Valley High School
Auditorium on Friday, March 18 at 7:30 pm to perform a benefit concert. Billy Elton is a band that
celebrates the music of Billy Joel and Elton John, and features Reid Spears on piano and lead vocals.
The band was previously scheduled to perform their last benefit concert at Neuqua Valley on Friday,
March 13, 2020. However, due to the onset of the pandemic, the performance was canceled just the
day before it was scheduled to take place. Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the door, with general
admission seating. Tickets may be purchased in advance on the Neuqua Valley music website. For
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anyone who chose not to get a refund on the canceled 2020
event and are still holding those tickets, they will be honored at
the door.
• Discover jewelry, home goods, beauty products, handcrafted items, specialty foods and much more on SATURDAY,
MARCH 19 from 9 AM – 3 PM at Waubonsie Valley's Craft Fair
(Waubonsie Valley High School. 2590 Ogden Ave, Aurora.
He Band Boosters are , supporting their Band Students! $2
admission is your donation to Waubonsie Valley H.S. Band Boosters, a nonprofit organization directly supporting band students and their programs.
•
Celebrate on a NEW DATE! Join 360 Youth Services to celebrate 50
years of caring for and empowering youth to thrive on SATURDAY, MARCH
12, 2022 at Bobak's Signature Events in Woodridge, IL. Stay in touch for
more information. Tickets on Sale NOW | Sponsorship Opportunities are
Available. Questions? Contact Events@360youthservices.org

CAI News
The Confederation is a proud member of CAI, a non-profit dedicated to
building better communities through education, networking, and
legislative efforts. Learn more at www.cai-illinois.org. CAI Illinois
Learning Center is the new home for educational programs provided by CAI Illinois, You can also
Follow CAI Illinois on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.
The 2022 Edition of Community Association Living: An Essential Guide for Homeowner Leaders
is Now Available!
Don't miss out on this valuable
resource—learn
how
associations
are
organized,
governed, and managed with
CAI's exclusive guide. Click to
download your free copy.
Board Members, Homeowners, and Property Managers--- Don't miss the CAI IL Virtual Legal Forum
2022 over four days on March 8th, 10th, 15th, and 17th to learn the
latest legal updates, ask legal questions, and interact with
attorneys and community association colleagues!
Register for this four-day program where attendees will see
presentations from participating law firms with 4 Q&A programs
and 8 Legal Topic sessions including; New Federal Mortgage
Requirements, Dealing with Election
Issues, Violations
Hearings
and
Enforcement, Potential Liabilities for
Managers, and more!
CAI’s Condominium Safety Public Policy Report provides very specific
recommendations on reserve studies and funding, building maintenance, and
structural integrity. Read the complete report—with an overview of how the
recommendations were developed and a detailed explanation of the
recommendations.
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Condo/HOA Q&A: Association Maintenance FREE Live Webinar | April 13 | 1 - 2:30 PM on
Keeping High Standards Even with Rising Costs (registration required).
Whether you own a condo, a townhouse, a single-family home, or serve as a volunteer on the board in
one of these community associations, you will want to understand maintenance as it relates to HVAC,
plumbing, engineering, landscaping, roofing, etc...
From processes to governing documents; there's a lot to consider, and it can sometimes be hard to
understand all the timelines, requests, and responsibilities between owners, boards, managers, and
service providers. Join us for this Q&A to bring your biggest questions on association maintenance to
our panel of industry experts!
The 2022 IL Condo-HOA Conference & Expo has been rescheduled to Friday, May 13th at the
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center. Join more than 1,500 industry professionals and homeowner
volunteer leaders for the return of the biggest event for community
associations in the state of Illinois!
This year’s CAI-IL Condo – HOA Conference & Expo will help you build
“Unity in Your Community in 2022” and offer education sessions on legal
updates, innovative trends, hot topics, and industry best practices, as
well as opportunities to share, learn, network, and discuss challenges and solutions.

News and Events from Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor
museum set on 13 magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville. The
museum is home to thirty historical structures dating back as early as the 1830s. Featuring exhibits,
special events, educational programming and more. For more information, visit
www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010.
Through March, the museum is open Tuesday-Friday from 10 AM-4 PM with general museum admission
$6 for adults (13+), $5 for seniors (62+), and $4 for youth (4-12). Beginning April 1, the museum moves
to its Summer Admission & Hours and will be open Tuesday-Saturday from 10 AM-4 PM and Sunday
from 1-4 PM with general museum admission $12 for adults (13+), $10 for seniors (62+), and $8 for
youth (4-12). Naperville residents with proof of residency, children under 4, and members are free. For
more information about a specific event or program or to purchase museum admission tickets, please
visit our website at www.NaperSettlement.org.
If you would like to get reminders about upcoming Naper Settlement programs, events, or volunteer
opportunities, we encourage you to sign up to receive occasional text messages from us! Click Here to
select what types of text message reminders you would like to receive. Text message reminders include:
•
Volunteer Opportunities
•
Museum Exhibit and Educational Program Updates
•
Special Event Updates
-0-

Calling All Parents of Adventurers in Grades 1-8!
Register your child for a summer full of learning and exploration at Naper Settlement’s
Camp Naper this June-August.
Utilizing Naper Settlement’s beautiful 13-acre museum campus as their learning laboratory, campers will go
on adventures in history, art, science, and more! Whether meeting some of their favorite animals or building
their own box city, each of our 16 unique, themed day camps provide an immersive learning experience that
will capture your child’s imagination while strengthening their critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
Register today -- space is limited and sells out quickly!
-016
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Upcoming Naper Settlement Events
School's Out! - Pioneer Kids on Friday, March 4 • 9 AM-3 PM. $45/youth (grades 1-6) | Register.
People always talk about the “good old days” when people made everything they wore, ate, worked
with, and played with. During Pioneer Kids, your child will see just how tough pioneer kids had to be as
they explore what the “good old days” were really like! At Naper Settlement’s almost 200 years old log
house, participants will try 19th-century chores, cook a quick snack, and even make their own toys.
History Speaks: Beyond Redlining on Sunday, March 13 • 4-5 PM. $10/person | Register. When
millions of African Americans escaping Jim Crow racial violence in the South migrated to Midwestern,
Northern, and Western states in the early decades of the 20th century, their quest of economic
opportunities and political liberties triggered massive changes to urban life and a series of social
experiments that came to define segregated life in modern America. Much of these changes and
experiments—from public policies at the local, state, and federal levels to cultural climate and
mainstream business practices—which produced the segregated communities we know today remain
largely unknown, at least, until recently. In this History Speaks, Dr. Desmond Odugu, Associate
Professor of Education and the Chair of Education at Lake Forest College, explores historical evidence
and enduring legacies of redlining, racial restrictive covenants, and several other racial strategies for
residential segregation in the Chicagoland area that began well before the Great Migration itself and
why engaging actively with that history matters today.
School's Out! - Victorian Pastimes on Tuesday, March 15 • 9 AM-3 PM. $45/youth (grades 1-6)
| Register. In this program, participants will learn about how kids from the past entertained themselves
and their friends while their moms and dads were busy hosting teas and fancy dinners. Children and
adults still play some of these games today!
Scouts Spring Fling on Sunday, March 20 • 1-4 PM. $15/scout, $10/adult | Register. Welcome warmer
weather and shake off cabin fever during Naper Settlement's annual tribute to the changing seasons.
Explore the museum's historic buildings, talk with costumed interpreters, create a fun spring craft, and
learn how to build teamwork with your troops! Scouts receive a fun patch in honor of this event. The
program is suitable for Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts of all ages.
4th Thursday Pop-Up: Spring Tea on Thursday, March 24 • 7-8:30 PM; $20/adult (must be 18+)
| Register Join Naper Settlement for Downton Abbey-inspired activities! Enjoy tea and sweet treats while
playing a rousing game of series trivia, set amidst a village flower show. Feel free to get in the spirit of
the day and wear your best hat, gloves, and accessories, either historic or contemporary! Floral
arrangements made by the Weed Ladies of the Naperville Heritage Society will be available for
purchase. You must be at least 18 years of age to participate.
Weed Ladies Spring Sale - March 31-April 2 • 10 AM-3 PM and April 3 • 1-3 PM (Free admission to
attend the sale). The Weed Ladies Spring Sale features creative seasonal floral arrangements. Each
one-of-a-kind silk or dried floral creation has been designed by the Weed Ladies of the Naperville
Heritage Society volunteer group. Proceeds benefit the Naperville Heritage Society. Admission to the
sale is free. Please enter the Pre-Emption House Visitor Center and inform the Guest Services Team
that you are attending the sale.
Playscape Readers: Pond Animals on Wednesday, April 6 • 1 PM (Included in general admission).
Playscape Readers is a story time for children that follows seasonal themes with a focus on historical
themes and pre-reading skills. April's theme is pond animals.
Town and Gown Walking Tour on Thursday, April 7 • 5:30-6:30 PM - $15/person, free for children
under 4 | Register. Explore the east side of downtown Naperville and learn about the ways the
community developed along with North Central College. Tours last approximately 60 minutes and cover
about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at Naper Settlement’s main entrance at
523 S. Webster Street.
History Speaks: Midcentury Cuisine: Food Fads from the 40s-60s on Sunday, April 10 • 4-5 PM;
$10/person | Register. Remember Jell-O salads and cheese sprayed out of a can? When every pantry
held Velveeta and all the kids wanted to drink Tang? Join historian and author Leslie Goddard for a
17
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

nostalgic look at the food innovations and marketing approaches that transformed how we ate at
midcentury. Using classic cookbooks, advertisements, and family magazines, this presentation will
explore how society and technology shaped American food from the 1940s through the 1960s.
West Side Downtown Walking Tour on Thursday, April 14 • 5:30-6:30 PM, $15/person, free for
children under 4 | Register. Listen to stories from Naperville’s founding to the generosity of Caroline
Martin Mitchell on a walking tour of the west side of downtown Naperville. Tours last approximately 60
minutes and cover about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at Naper Settlement’s
main entrance at 523 S. Webster Street.
Third Thursday Thinkers: Earth Day on Thursday, April 21 • 1 PM (Included in general admission).
Join Naper Settlement for a special activity while learning about Earth Day, practicing recycling, and
creating art out of recycled materials.
Downtown Naperville Architecture Walking Tour on Thursday, April 21 • 5:30-6:30 PM; $15/person,
free for children under 4 | Register. Learn about the important and interesting architecture from the
1800s to today that makes downtown Naperville a beautiful place to live, work, and play. Tours last
approximately 60 minutes and cover about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at
Naper Settlement’s main entrance at 523 S. Webster Street.
Town and Gown Walking Tour on Thursday, April 28 • 5:30-6:30 PM; $15/person, free for children
under 4 | Register. Explore the east side of downtown Naperville and learn about the ways the
community developed along with North Central College. Tours last approximately 60 minutes and cover
about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at Naper Settlement’s main entrance at
523 S. Webster Street.

Park District Updates
Learn more about Naperville Park District projects, programs and events, facilities,
parks and more by visiting www.napervilleparks.org. The Park District’s quarterly
Program Guide is available digitally at napervilleparks.org/programguides. Follow the
Park District on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube, or subscribe
at napervilleparks.org/enews for the latest Park District information. Lastly, check out
the ParkTalk Blog and Park Talk podcast, also available on the District’s website.
-0The Spring 2022 Virtual Program Guide will be available on March 9th, and Spring
Program registration begins on March 14th at 8:30 AM. Go to
www.napervilleparks.org for more details and to register! 2022 Garden Plot
Registration for residents begins on Tuesday, March 22nd at noon.
-0The March meetings of the Naperville Park District Board of Commissioners at
the Fort Hill Activity Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive, will be Thursday, March 10th
at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday, March 24th at 6:30 p.m.
“Matters from the Public.’ a permanent agenda item, provides the opportunity for public comment on
Park District operations. The board receives public comment regarding non-agenda topics in person,
via email, or voice message left before the scheduled meeting start time. Emailed or phoned comments
must be directed to Bridget Tuft, Board Secretary, at btuft@napervilleparks.org or at 630-848-3502.
Comments will be read aloud or played for up to 3 minutes per speaker. Comments regarding an agenda
topic will be allowed upon consideration of that item prior to board discussion using the same procedure.
For a complete schedule of 2022 Naperville Park District board meetings or to view meeting agendas,
minutes and recordings visit https://www.napervilleparks.org/boardmeetings. Meetings will be livestreamed and available on the Naperville Park District YouTube channel. .
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-0The “2022 State of the Naperville Park District Address” presented as a series on its ParkTalk
podcast, is available at www.napervilleparks.org/podcasts and on most podcast apps.
The 2022 State of the Naperville Park District Address includes seven episodes covering a variety of
topics on the theme, “Rebuilding and Renewing.” Director of Marketing and Communications Sameera
Luthman interviews Park Board President Marie Todd, Executive Director
Brad Wilson, the four new commissioners who were elected in 2021 and other
Park District staff.
List of Episodes:
EPISODE 1: Introduction to the 2022 State of the Naperville Park District
Address
Guests: Marie Todd, Park Board President and Mary Gibson, Park Board Vice
President
EPISODE 2: Meet Our New Commissioners
Guests: Mary Gibson, Park Board Vice President and Alison Thompson, Park Board Commissioner
EPISODE 3: Meet Our New Commissioners
Guests: Commissioners Leslie Ruffing and Rhonda Ansier
EPISODE 4: 2021 Goals/Accomplishments; 2022 Goals/Capital Projects
Guests: Brad Wilson, Executive Director; Eric Shutes, Director of Planning
EPISODE 5: Successes and Challenges in Recreation
Guests: Brad Wilson, Executive Director; Andrea Coates, Superintendent of Recreation, Kevin Carlson,
Director of Golf and Sue Stanish, Director of Finance
EPISODE 6: Fostering a “Greener” Park District
Guests: Tim Quigley, Director of Parks and Sue Omanson, Community Development Manager
EPISODE 7: All Eyes on Recruitment and Retention
Guests: Katie Sepe, Director of Human Resources and Lisette Zuniga, HR Administrator
-0Free Income Tax Assistance for Seniors through April 13. Register Now - Volunteers trained
through the AARP tax-aide program will provide free
tax filing assistance to seniors.
When registering, you will be prompted to answer a
question as to whether you are filing a single return
or a joint return. If filing a joint return, please register
for only one tax appointment. If you are filing for two
years, please register for separate back-to-back tax
appointments.
Please bring the following to your 45-minute tax
appointment: last year's federal and state tax returns
and records, a photo I.D. for each senior who will be
listed on the tax return, proof of social security number (i.e. Social Security card, Social Security 1099
form or Medicare card), checking account routing number for direct deposit information, income
documents including W-2 forms, 1099 forms, etc. and information about tax-deductible items including
dependents, interest, real estate tax bill, state tax refund (if applicable), charitable donation receipts,
etc.
Appointments take place at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center, 305 W. Jackson Ave.
on Mondays and Wednesdays through Apr. 13, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. This year two
rooms will be used for tax appointments (three stations in each room) and one additional room will be
used for check-in. An email will be sent directly from the AARP Tax-Aide volunteers one week before
your scheduled appointment, which includes a Welcome Letter as well as the Intake Form that you can
print and complete at home before arriving for your scheduled appointment. This will help you prepare
and make your appointment go as smoothly and quickly as possible. Register online by clicking
here or call 630-848-5000 to make an appointment.
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-0After a successful 2021 summer season at Centennial Beach following the
2020 closure due to the pandemic, Naperville Park District is preparing the
Beach for a full summer season this year. Preparations include draining
the water in late March, cleaning and maintaining the entire Beach
property in the month of April, and refilling the quarry with fresh water
toward the end of
April, so that lifeguard
training may begin
in early May.
Registration for
2022 Centennial Beach memberships is now
available
at
preseason
rates
at www.centennialbeach.org/memberships.
Memberships are available to Naperville
residents and nonresidents, for youth, adults,
seniors or families. A “Plus Friends” option can
be added to a membership until May 30, 2022,
allowing the member to bring up to 2 guests.

.

Looking Things Up at the Library
For the latest information go to http://www.naperville-lib.org.
Extended hours are available on Sundays, from 1 - 9 p.m. at 95th Street Library
and Nichols Library. . Curbside pick-up remains as a regular service for
customers.
Masks
are
recommended but not required at
all three Naperville Public Library
locations.
Library
services
remain at full capacity at this
time. Curbside pick-up is now a
regular
service
for
our
customers. For questions about
specific services, please contact
us..
If you are new to Naperville, or if
you have never had a Naperville
Public Library card; or if you
already have a Naperville Public
Library card, and your card is
about to expire; or if you need to
update your address; or add a child to your account, Click Here for more details.
Remember, patrons can place materials on hold using their account through the Library website or using
the Naperville Library smartphone app. To stay up to date on library news, or to sign-up for a digital
library card, visit www.naperville-lib.org. Customers can also stream movies and music on hoopla, get
e-books through OverDrive, read newspapers through PressReader, and so much more. The Library
Catalog, http://www.naperville-lib.org is available 24/7 for you to reserve, download or renew materials.
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-0The next scheduled Naperville Public Library Board of Trustees meeting is 7 PM, Wednesday,
February 16th. More information can be found at https://www.naperville-lib.org/about/board-meetingagendas-and-packets. If you have something that needs to be shared with the Naperville Public Library's
Board of trustees, send an email to nplboard@naperville-lib.org. Depending on the COVID-19 situation
at the time, Board meetings will either be held in person at the Nichols Library Community Room or via
a teleconference meeting streaming on YouTube. When the agenda is posted 48 hours prior to the
meeting, the meeting location will be listed. Remember, meeting dates are subject to change.
-0Plan to visit 95th Street Library for the Portrait of a Soldier Exhibit through
March 6. Portrait of a Soldier is a traveling display of hand-sketched portraits of
Illinois servicemembers who have been killed in action since September 11, 2001.
Artist Cameron Schilling drew his first portrait in August 2004 after Army SPC
Charles Neeley was killed in Iraq as a way to convey his sympathy to Neeley's
family. Inspired by the impact of this portrait, Schilling committed to drawing a
portrait of every fallen Illinois servicemember of the global War on Terror.
This mobile exhibit features nearly 300 Illinois servicemembers and serves as a
powerful reminder of the sacrifice made by these men and women.
-0Spring programs are now live on our website!
-0Brown Bag Lectures are currently being held virtually via Zoom from 1 until 2 PM on the first and
third Thursday of the month. Registration is required. Upcoming programs include:
Mary Anning - The Life and Times of the World’s First Female Paleontologist (March 3rd) Born in 1799, Mary Anning was an English fossil collector, dealer and paleontologist who became
internationally known for the discoveries she made in Jurassic marine fossil beds in the cliffs along the
English Channel. Although unacknowledged and uncredited by the scientific community in her own time,
her findings contributed to changes in scientific thinking about prehistoric life and the history of the Earth.
Join Anglophile and former UK resident Claire Evans for a lively talk on “the greatest fossil hunter the
world has ever known” and the UNESCO World Heritage site she was lucky enough to call home. This
program is being held virtually via Zoom. Please register through Zoom directly: Brown Bag
Lecture: Mary Anning
Rosie the Riveter – (Thursday, March 17th) - Hear the true story of Geraldine Hoff Doyle, the real
woman behind the iconic poster, “We Can Do It.” Lynn Rymarz will share not only Geraldine's story but
weave in stories of other real-life Rosies who stepped out of their traditional roles to support the war
effort during WWII. Lynn will also share the story of Millie Werber, a Jewish teenager from a Polish
ghetto who ended up working in a factory that supported the Nazi war effort. *Registration required
This program is being held virtually via Zoom. Please register through Zoom directly: Rosie the
Riveter
-0Tax Assistance at the Library Date: Saturday, February 26, March 5, 19: & 26. Location: Nichols
Library.
As an IRS-approved VITA site, the Notre Dame Club of DuPage County and the Accounting Dept. at
Benedictine University are offering free help on federal & state income tax returns for low-income
households at the Nichols Library on select Saturdays in February and March. Intended for taxpayers
and households with an annual income of $60,000 or less.
Appointments required - walk-ins will not be accepted. Tax returns will not be completed while you
wait. You will need to come back at a later time to pick up your return and documents.
For more information or to make an appointment call 331-472-7728 or sign-up online.
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Follow Us on our Facebook Page for late-breaking
news and information

Thanks for reading our newsletter. We are looking
forward to getting soon!
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