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feedback and input. Send comments and information to share in future newsletters to our editor at rafischer1@aol.com.

Mixed Metaphors, Musings, and Mental Meanderings by the Editor…
37 years ago this month, my family and I began building our new home “down the Burlington” in
Naperville. We expected to stay closer in, maybe LaGrange or Western Springs, but affordability and
ideas around what an “ideal” house should include, as well as my selfish desire to live close to the tracks
so I could commute to my job in downtown Chicago, kept pushing us further west. My parents, whose
Naperville experience had been the “long” drive down Ogden Avenue in the 1940’s to go swimming at
Centennial Beach, thought we were falling off the edge of the earth.
We knew very little about Naperville beyond the price of our house, hearsay
about the excellent schools, and the potential speed of my commute on a
Burlington express train, which was almost identical to the time I’d spent riding
on a “Zone C” local train to the old house. We only began to learn about this
new community, and experience things like the Nichols Library, Centennial
Beach and the Riverwalk, 6 months later after taking possession of our newly
completed house in a half built out subdivision.
A lot has changed since then, although we are still in that house, and instead
of a family of four, are a pair of empty nesters. Instead of a bare clay front
yard, with disturbing similarities to craters of the moon, we’ve got landscaping
and mature trees. That “shrub-like” Linden tree we used to hang Easter Eggs
on (I think the picture is from 1988 or 9) now stands well over 50 feet tall (and the kids grew up, too).
We moved into a neighborhood full of young families, and now we’re the old-timer outliers as new
generations of kids play on the cul-de-sacs. The good news is it is still a neighborhood of people who
care, and who look out for each other. That’s been very important lately and I am grateful for it.
Something else that hasn’t changed is Naperville cares about its kids. My daughter was part of
Operation Snowball when she was in High School, and, as noted in this month’s News Briefs, that
opportunity is coming up again for today’s generation. In fact, I’ve been told that 360 Youth Services
cares so much about the families and their teenagers, that for those who want to attend the Snowball
high school retreat, but don't have $135 to cover the two-day, 4-meal, t-shirt and supplies, there's a way
they still can attend by requesting a scholarship. If you’re a parent of a high schooler, check it out.
All these years later, the Confederation, and Naperville, are still all about neighbors helping neighbors.
Thanks to everyone for reading and being part of the neighborhood. We’ll be back next month…
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Confederation Leadership Plans to See You Soon
We’re looking forward to seeing everyone when our meetings resume, but dates and plans remain
uncertain. We remain hopeful in person meetings will become a good idea in the near future, but it
remains difficult to plan. When we do return to meeting with our neighbors, we’re also looking for
possible sponsors and presenters for these meetings. If you would like to share your message with
our members and attendees, email us at naperahc@gmail.com.
If you are interested in helping plan our direction and future meetings, become part of our mission of
neighbors helping neighbors by joining our Board as an Associate Director. Volunteers are needed as
we work to resume a more active community presence after a two-year hiatus.
Meanwhile, to be able to continue with our mission and service to the community we need your help in
the form of dues, either at the annual rate ($30 for association, $10 for individual members), or for three
years, ($75 for associations, $25 for individuals). Dues checks can be sent to:
Naperville Area Homeowners Confederation, Inc.
PO Box 5245
Naperville, Illinois 60567-5245
If you need an invoice prior to making a payment, are interested in being on the Board, or sponsoring
an upcoming meeting, please email us at naperahc@gmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you.

Pandemic Notes
Over the past too many months, we have shared articles and information deemed useful to our
neighbors and members as we work together to stay healthy. Based on current trends, this may be the
last time this section of the newsletter will be included, Moving forward, your comments are appreciated
The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) announced that in response to a sharp drop in the
demand for COVID-19 testing at the ten Community-Based Testing Sites (including the outlet mall in
North Aurora) and the anticipated end of federal funding, operations at these ended March 31. Given
availability of free at-home COVID-19 tests from the federal government, the statewide network of
federally qualified health centers and the extensive number of SHIELD saliva testing sites throughout
Illinois, there are ample, convenient opportunities for Illinois residents to obtain access to a test The five
sites that also provided vaccinations closed operations as well.
To order free at-home COVID-19 tests from the federal government, go to https://www.covidtests.gov.
A new federal information site whith links to local information is available at COVID.gov.
Additional information and COVID-19 data can be found at: https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19.html
For information specific to our community, the City of Naperville’s COVID-19 Resources Page at
www.naperville.il.ud/coronavirus-resources includes links to reputable sources of information and the
latest local updates.
While statewide mask guidelines have been rescinded, all individuals, regardless of vaccination status,
continue to be required to wear face coverings:
• Where federally required
• On planes, buses trains, and other forms of public transportation and in transportation hubs
such as airports and trains and bus stations per CDC
• In congregate facilities such as correctional facilities and homeless shelters
• Health care settings
People with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19 should also wear a
mask. School districts and private businesses can continue to require masks at their discretion. While
masks for the general public are not required, there are times and people for whom they are
recommended. CDC’s mask use guidance provides additional information when to wear a mask and
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considerations for specific groups of people, such as those with weakened immune systems or
medical conditions that put them at risk for severe covid.
While masks are no longer mandated, many people will continue, as a personal choice, to wear one.
Both mask wearers and those who do not feel the need should respect the others who may not follow
their own practice.
Vaccination remains the key to ending this pandemic. To find a COVID-19 vaccination location near
you, go to www.vaccines.gov.

Land Use Master Plan Status
The final version of the Land Use Master Plan is now available here or on the City’s Comprehensive
Master Plan Update webpage. The new plan, which City Council
approved at its March 1 meeting, is the result of a multiyear process
that included work with a consulting firm specializing in community
planning. The firm identified future trends and opportunities and
updated the plan to reflect current development and demographic
conditions in Naperville. The process also included many
opportunities for citizen input.
It should be noted that Council, by a 7-2 vote, did not approve the
landowner request made after the public hearings concluded, and
prior to the final vote at the March first meeting, to change the
designation of the properties adjacent to Plank and Naper
Boulevard (as discussed in the March NAHC newsletter). This
change would have redesignated this area as a Neighborhood
Center ( a variety of land uses that contribute to its role as a local
focal point and hub of activity as opposed to the Medium Density
Residential designation originally proposed.
Naperville's Comprehensive Master Plan (now called the Land Use Master Plan), first adopted in 1960,
serves as a guide for growth and development in the City. It provides direction to those seeking to
develop their land, as well as the decision-makers who decide whether requests should be approved.

A Safer Naper: Crime Victims’ Rights
Nationally, April is designated as Sexual Assault Awareness Month and also contains National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, which runs from April 24-30. While
the Naperville Police Department’s commitment to
supporting victims of violent crime is evident all year
long, we want to take this opportunity to emphasize what
local and national resources, supports and protective
options exist for those who have been victimized.
During this month’s Safer Naper campaign, be on the lookout for information on our website and social
media accounts explaining what to do if you have been impacted by a violent crime. Additionally, staff
will provide guidance on how to assist someone that you care for who has been impacted by violence.
Since every case is different and there is no right or wrong way to respond to the trauma of being
victimized, anyone in need of support or guidance is encouraged to contact our officers and/or our social
services team directly. While moving forward is never easy, it is our hope that the information we share
can help to point you in the right direction to find some much-deserved support. Learn more at
www.naperville.il.us/asafernaper.
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Naperville Development Update
The following is a summary of key projects that are underway throughout the City since December 15,
2021. The list is not meant to be all-inclusive. It is intended to highlight some of the larger key projects.
The City of Naperville issues approximately 7,000 permits each year. For more information about all
permit
activity,
including
monthly
reports,
visit:
https://www.naperville.il.us/projects-innaperville/building-permits/.
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Best Practices for Mulching
With (maybe) warmer weather in sight, many of us are looking across our landscaping and getting ready
to address the things that are looking less than optimal. Mulch is something that many refresh and
update in the Spring as it has many benefits beyond improving curb appeal including retaining moisture,
reducing the spread of weeds,
keeping grass away from trees and
ornamental plants, and, through
natural decay and decomposition,
enriching the soil.
If you’re wondering if you need to add
mulch, a good rule is to re-mulch when
you see bare soil and weeds showing
up through the existing mulch. And
while mulch is good, there is such a
thing as two much mulch with (after
settling) a 2–3-inch depth in landscape
beds and the rings around trees
typically a goodly amount.
But are you sure you know how to
properly ap[ply mulch around your
trees and shrubs (spoiler alert:
many, including some professional
landscaper crews, do not) Before
beginning mulching, Check soil
drainage in the area to be mulched
(you really don’t want to mulch an area
prone to puddles)? Determine if there
are trees or plants that may be affected by the type of mulch you are using. Most organic mulches work
well in most landscape situations. Some plants may benefit from mulches such as pine needles or bark
that acidify the soil.
•
•

•

Apply a 2- to 4-inch layer of mulch over well-drained soils. Use a thinner layer on poorly drained
soils. The wider the mulch ring, the greater the benefit. Mulch out to the tree's drip line, if possible.
Do not pile mulch against the tree trunk. Pull mulch back several inches from the trunk so the
base of the trunk and root crown are exposed. The mulch-ring shape should resemble a
"doughnut," not a "volcano."
If mulch is already present, check the depth. Do not add more if a sufficient layer (e.g., 2-4 inches)
is already in place. Rake old mulch to break up matted layers and improve its appearance and
the ability of water to get to the soil below.
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•

•

Fine textured shrubs, like Potentilla and Spirea, as well as some groundcovers cannot be mulched
into the crowns because of the way the new growth emerges each year and the young shoots
may be stymied trying to poke through compacted mulch. You can mulch right up to the crown
area, but do not put mulch in the crown, and, remember to rake and loosen up last year’s mulch
Organic mulches are preferred to inorganic materials. Organic mulches should be well-aerated
and composted. Avoid sour-smelling mulch.

Remember, while mulch is usually beneficial, too much mulch can promote excessive soil moisture and
root rot; cause inner bark tissue to die; lead to insect and disease problems; create habitat for rodents
that chew the bark and girdle the stem; lead to anaerobic conditions that produce alcohols and organic
acids toxic to young plants; cause imbalances in soil pH; and become a matted barrier that prevents the
penetration of water and air. Lastly, just because you saw your neighbors landscapers doing “volcano
mulching,” that doesn’t mean it is the right way to do it!

Earth Week Naperville
April 22, 2022 marks the 52nd anniversary of the first Earth Day. This year's theme is INVEST IN
OUR PLANET.
• Invest in the future of our home by acting now!
• Help fight climate change!
• Promote environmental justice!
• Encourage plastic manufacturers to recycle their products!
• Get involved in local conservation issues!
• Think globally and act locally!
This community effort, co-sponsored by the Naperville Park District and the City of Naperville in
collaboration with with other local organizations and governments celebrates Earth Week Naperville and
commemorates the 52nd annual Earth Day, which is April 22. The community is invited to participate in
special events, volunteer projects, or ongoing eco-friendly initiatives, beginning in April and continuing
through May. Those participating in Earth Week Naperville activities are encouraged to post photos and
comments on social media to the hashtags #earthweeknaperville or #investinourplanet.
The
local
volunteer
activities
for
2022
in
the
Naperville
area
are
listed
at https://www.napervilleparks.org/earthweekvolunteeropportunities. Volunteer opportunities for
individuals or small groups include work days in forest preserves and parks, the annual DuPage River
Sweep and more. Rain barrels and composters may be ordered for home delivery or pickup from The
Conservation Foundation from April through September.
The Earth Day Fair is returning as an indoor special event at Fort Hill Activity Center on Sunday, April
24. This free family-friendly event will include children’s activities, eco-friendly vendors, free LED light
bulbs and native seeds, and the opportunity to learn about the benefits of native plantings, Discover
energy-saving items, view a rain barrel and composter, attend presentations by experts and much more.
Earth Week Naperville 2022 is supported by a coalition of organizations and local governments,
including: the City of Naperville, Forest Preserve District of Will County, Forest Preserve District or
DuPage County, Naperville Park District, The Conservation Foundation, Three Fires Council and the
Naperville Environment and Sustainability Task Force.
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2022 Special Events:
More events to be added as they are scheduled

SHRED EVENT
When:
Saturday, April 16, 8 am - 11 am
Where:
Back parking lot of the Fort Hill Activity Center, 20 Fort Hill Dr., Naperville
What:
Drop off up to two boxes of documents to be shredded (or until the truck fills)
How:
Stop by any time during the above hours
EARTH DAY FAIR
When:
Sunday, April 24, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Who:
All ages
Where:
Fort Hill Activity Center, 20 Fort Hill Dr., Naperville
What:
Visit with over 30 local businesses and organizations to learn about their sustainable
initiatives and how you can be more "green"
How:
Stop by any time during the above hours
Want to be an exhibitor at our fair? Click here for the 2022 Earth Day Fair Exhibitor brochure!

NAHC Briefs – News You Can Use!
The Power of Choice is a collaborative project led by 360 Youth Services in District 203 and
204 middle and high schools growing the number of students making healthy
choices regarding substance use. Each
month the Confederation proudly
shares news and event updates from
The Power of Choice,The Community
Alliance For Prevention and 360 Youth Services as they work to
strengthen our community by focusing on our children and the
environment they live in; providing visions of our community
proactively working together, best-practice substance abuse
prevention strategies, and promotion of community-level change
that impacts our youth.
Parents of Middle School Students: You helped your child learn
the importance of nutrition. As a teenager, they still need your
guidance making healthy choices, including about alcohol. Be sure
you're talking about the risks of underage drinking. March PSA Keep Showing Up. They're Still Growing Up. To learn more,
visit thepowerofchoice.info..
High School Students: Operation Snowball April 23 & 24: Registration Opens for the Teen Retreat
"Courage Is Courageous", a two-day, in-person event with speakers, workshops and small group
discussion April 23 & 24, 10:00 am to 7:00 pm. This
program is teen-led and adult-supported and all area high
school students and invited. Operation Snowball is a fun,
engaging and popular leadership development program
from 360 Youth Services in partnership with Districts 203
and 204. Presented in a safe and respectful environment,
teen Snowball staff members will lead the group on what it
means to be courageous, and how to share your courage
with others. The event will be held at NIU's Naperville
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Campus, and the registration fee of $135 includes a T-shirt, two lunches, two dinners, supplies as well
as a choice of workshops that result in connection, positivity and a lot of laughter. Scholarships are
available so please encourage any student who may need assistance to apply for a scholarship. The
weekend retreat registration is open through April 8.
Information
about
Operation
Snowball
and registration materials
are
available
by
visiting https://360youthservices.org/operation-snowball/.
-0Expiration dates for driver’s licenses, ID cards and learner’s permits are being extended until
July 31, 2022. The previous extension was set to end on March 31, 2022. As a result, expired
driver’s licenses, ID cards and learner’s permits will remain valid until July 31, 2022, so customers do
not need to rush into Driver Services facilities, especially during inclement weather. This extension does
not apply to commercial driver’s licenses (CDL) and CDL learner’s permits.
Online renewals for expired driver’s licenses and ID cards are encouraged and the Secretary of State’s
Office continues to mail letters to eligible customers. The letter provides driver’s license and ID card
holders with a PIN needed to renew online instead of visiting a facility and waiting in line. Customers
may call 217-785-1424 to confirm their eligibility for online renewal or to obtain their PIN. Customers
who must visit a facility include first-time driver’s license or ID card applicants, first-time REAL ID
applicants and drivers ages 75 and older required by state law to visit a facility when renewing.
-0The City of Naperville’s Annual Arbor Day Tree Sale is taking place online and closes on Friday,
April 15 at 5 p.m. or when all trees are sold, whichever comes first. A socially distanced drive-thru tree
pickup will take place on Saturday, April 23 at the Public Works Service Center, 180 Fort Hill Drive from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more details go to https://www.naperville.il.us/residents/our-urban-forest/arbor-daytree-sale/. (Residents will be able to select from 20 different species of container-grown trees costing
between $25 and $50 for use in beautifying their yards and sustaining the environment. A total of 280
trees are available for purchase, including various maples, oaks and elms. All orders will take place
online at www.naperville.il.us/arbordaytreesale. Multiple tree types may be purchased through PayPal
in one transaction, with trees categorized by price. Once an online order is complete, shoppers will be
directed to use an online calendar to schedule a time to pick up their tree(s) on Saturday, April 23 at the
Public Works Service Center.)
-0The DuPage Friends of the Extension (DFOE) is raising funds for the University of Illinois
Extension and their Community Out-Reach Programs (i.e. 4H, Master Gardeners, Nutrition and
Health, and much more). through a sale of bagged Mushroom Compost, Leaf Mulch (new),
and bagged Premium Hardwood Mulch provided by Midwest Trading in St. Charles, Illinois, a very
reputable company that provides quality products.
Cost per bag:
• $6.50 Mushroom Compost 1.5 cu ft.
• $6.50 Leaf Mulch 1.5 cu ft. (new item)
• $6.50 Premium Hardwood Mulch 2.0 cu ft.
available first week of April.
The monies collected will benefit the DuPage County Extension
programs. Also, sustaining these programs will give our youth, adults, and
families positive support.
You can reserve the number of bags needed and arrange for curbside pick-up by sending an
email to mabelljoyner@comcast.net. Although the pandemic guidelines have been relaxed, we will
follow all pandemic guidelines including Distancing of 6 feet, and Scheduling time slots for pick-up.
Payment is cash or check only Masks appreciated and recommended
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-0Did You Know: 89% of seniors receive at least one robocall per
week and 56% receive at least seven robocalls per week
1. Remember legitimate government agencies will always contact you
in writing
2. Research legitimate banks and charities before opening accounts
or making donations
3. Don’t answer any questions or provide personal information in
response to a robocall
4. Verify when the caller claims to represent a company you know or
a government agency. You can always directly call the company or
agency using the number found on their website
5. Beware even a number that looks legitimate could be spoofed
For more information Contact the AARP Fraud Watch Network Helpline
at 877-908-3360
-0WorkNet DuPage Announces New Paid Internships for Young Adults in Partnership with DuPage
County Businesses - The DuPage County Workforce
Development Division at workNet DuPage today
announced it is expanding its Youth Employment
Program, Make Your Way (MY Way), to offer paid
internships for young people ages 17-24.
The program’s expansion will connect the county’s youth
to professional opportunities and work experiences of their choice through local employers in the private,
nonprofit, and public sectors. The initiative allows young adults to meet with marketing, nonprofit, and
creative professionals, as well as tech, manufacturing, and industrial sectors to explore careers, build
critical work skills, network, and gain competitive paid work experience.
Participants receive intensive support throughout the process, including:
• Ongoing career advisement and job readiness programming
• Active job search help with the guide of a job developer
• One year of follow up services
• The option to attend school or a job training program, up to $10,000, ending with a
nationally recognized certification
Eighteen businesses and other DuPage County institutions have already signed on to the program and
new opportunities are regularly added on the program’s website. The public can view the list of
internships here: https://worknetdupage.org/internships.
Applications for MY Way are now being accepted. Applicants are encouraged to apply early as monthly
orientation slots fill up quickly. To view the list of internships and express interest, young adults ages
17-24 are invited to go to: https://worknetdupage.org/internships. To learn more about the program, view
the MY Way Spring/Summer 2022 Young Adult Program Guide here or call or text MYWAY to (630)
857-0842.
-0State Aid Opportunities for families and homeowners: The Illinois Homeowner Assistance Fund
(ILHAF) will open on April 11, 2022 to help homeowners who have fallen behind on mortgage payments
and related housing expenses during the COVID-19 pandemic. Eligible households will be able to apply
for up to $30,000 in free assistance to pay past due mortgage payments, property taxes, property
insurance, and delinquent homeowner and/or condo association fees. Homeowners in need of
assistance can find more information on program eligibility and how they can prepare to apply
at www.illinoishousinghelp.org. Applications will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. on Tuesday, May 31.
$150 million in utility bill assistance and other services is available through the Help Illinois Families
Program. All families who meet the criteria and provide required documentation are eligible to receive
utility bill assistance for natural gas, propane, and electricity through the Low-Income Home Energy
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Assistance Program (LIHEAP). To apply visit helpillinoisfamilies.com to fill out and submit a request for
services form online OR visit your local agency (a list of partners throughout the State can be found here)
-0The 2022 DuPage County Highway Capital Program proposes nearly $53.5 million in federal and
County funds to maintain existing infrastructure, while also implementing projects to improve safety
and relieve congestion. Fifty-three lane miles of DuPage County highway are due to be patched and
resurfaced under the plan. Among these projects, Hobson Road from Washington Street to the East
Branch DuPage River will be resurfaced. For additional information and to view a full list of the DuPage
County transportation projects, visit www.dupageco.org/dot/construction
-0Quick Links to Things You and Your Neighbors Can Use of Might Want to Know:
• Get Hired Illinois is a one-stop-shop website to help connect job seekers with hiring. The site features
virtual job fairs, no-cost virtual training, and includes IllinoisJobLink.com (IJL), the state’s largest job
search engine, which recently showed 45,703 posted resumes with 168,782 available jobs.
• The Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES) provides vital employment services to Illinois
workers, employers, and job seekers with resources including Job Fairs and IllinoisJobLink.com,
analyzes and disseminates actionable Labor Market Information, and administers
the Unemployment Insurance Program. To see the full range of services provided by IDES, and for
the latest news concerning the department, visit IDES.Illinois.gov.
• The Illinois Housing Development Authority (IHDA) will be accepting applications for financial aid
from homeowners financially impacted by the pandemic beginning in April through the Illinois
Emergency Homeowner Assistance Fund (ILHAF) program. For more information and updates
on the program, please visit illinoishousinghelp.org.
• The new annual Community Report from the College of DuPage highlights key milestones,
events, awards and strategic partnerships from 2021 with interactive videos, photos and much more!
• To inform residents and interested parties, Illinois EPA established and maintains a
comprehensive webpage to inform the public about Illinois EPA’s Statewide PFAS
(prevalence and occurrence of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances) Investigation, including
background, exposures, health effects, minimum reporting levels for each of the 18 PFAS chemicals
and regulatory status of these emerging contaminants. Community-specific data is also available on
an interactive dashboard and map.
• For ways to learn about workplace safety and IL OSHA, click here.
• Stay informed of all the flood risks in your community and be prepared to keep your family safe
in the event of an emergency. For more information on flooding preparedness efforts, please visit:
• Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA): www.Ready.Illinois.gov
• IEMA Twitter: https://twitter.com/ReadyIllinois
• IEMA Facebook/Meta: https://www.facebook.com/ReadyIllinois
• IEMA Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/readyillinois/
• A 2017 Illinois law requires ten-year sealed smoke alarms be installed in all homes built before
1988 or that do not have hardwired smoke detectors by January 1, 2023. For more information on
the “Be Alarmed!” program visit https://www.ifsa.org/programs/alarms.
• The first confirmed cases of highly pathogenic Eurasian H5 Avian Influenza (Avian Flu) in a wild
bird in Illinois for 2022 have been reported in Will County. If people encounter five or more
deceased wild waterfowl, waterbirds, or raptors in one location, they should contact their local IDNR
district wildlife biologist (https://www.wildlifeillinois.org/sidebar/contact-an-idnr-district-wildlifebiologist/) or USDA Wildlife Services at 1-866-487-3297. For more information regarding Avian Flu
including links to the USDA’s websites and biosecurity tips please visit IDOA’s website at Alerts and
Important Animal Health Information - Animal Health and Welfare (illinois.gov).
• To report suspected child abuse or neglect, visit the DCFS Online Reporting System
at https://dcfsonlinereporting.dcfs.illinois.gov/. The user-friendly online system is an easy and
convenient way for anyone to report suspected child abuse or neglect using any mobile device. In an
emergency, call the DCFS Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE (800-252-2873).
Calls and online reports may be made 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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• The IDHS Division of Substance Use Prevention and Recovery (SUPR) continues to work with
gambling providers to expand outreach and awareness of the problems that gambling can
cause, and to connected impacted people with the services that support recovery. If you or someone
you know is experiencing problems with gambling, contact the State’s Gambling
Helpline weknowthefeeling.org. Call: 1-800-GAMBLER, Text: "ILGAMB" to 53342, or chat here.
• The Illinois Department of Aging (IDoA) serves and advocates for older Illinoisans and their
caregivers by administering quality and culturally appropriate programs that promote partnerships
and encourage independence, dignity, and quality of life. For information about the Department’s
programs
and
services
for
older
adults
and
persons
with
disabilities,
visit https://www2.illinois.gov/aging/programs or contact the Senior HelpLine toll-free at 1-800252-8966, Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
• Planning to Move? Consumers can check to see if a household goods mover is properly
licensed to operate in Illinois and check the number of complaints filed against each company
through the ICC website by clicking here. This information can also be obtained by calling the ICC at
217-782-6448. Intra-state moving companies in Illinois must be licensed by the ICC. If you are putting
your property into storage, be sure the warehouse is licensed by the ICC and if you are moving to
another state, the mover must be licensed by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration which
can be checked here.
• City of Naperville Electric Utility residential customers who install energy-efficient central air
conditioners between Feb. 1, 2021, and April 30, 2022, are eligible to receive a rebate. Limit
one rebate per customer. Visit www.naperville.il.us/ac-rebate for more information.
• The Illinois Commerce Commission has a dedicated webpage to help consumers learn more about
financial assistance programs available to them. For more information visit: Utility Energy
Assistance (illinois.gov). Consumers who wish to file a complaint against their utility can call the ICC
to speak with an English or Spanish speaking counselor Monday – Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. at 1-800-524-0795 or by completing a form online here.

Arboretum Update
Longer, warmer days offer more opportunities to explore the first signs of spring at The Morton
Arboretum. Plan your next trip soon to enjoy the witch-hazels blooming in the Ground Cover Garden,
and watch for the first blooms of hellebores, daffodils, and other early
spring flowers. View the Spring Bloom Report for more areas and
blooms to discover when you visit.
Celebrate the special woman in your life at the Arboretum's Mother’s
Day Brunch. Enjoy the view of Meadow Lake with a delicious buffet
brunch in the Ginkgo Restaurant on Sunday, May 8. were available to
the general public on Thursday, March 31. Make your reservation today.
If you’re looking for the perfect Mother’s Day present, consider giving the gift of an Arboretum
membership. Your gift recipient will receive great member-only benefits, including free admission and
parking 365 days a year, a discount of 15% or more on classes, reciprocal admission privileges at more
than 300 arboreta and botanical gardens across North America, and much more.
As part of their Adult Education Programs, you can make the most of your home’s curb appeal by
applying professional design techniques adaptable for any budget during Garden Design: Creating
Curb Appeal (online) on three Mondays in April. Learn the names and habits of the wildflowers that
cover the woodland floor in spring in Identify Woodland Wildflowers (online) on Thursday, April 21.
You can also make plans to attend the Arbor Day Plant Sale Thursday, April 28, through Sunday, May
1, for an exciting variety of plants chosen by experts. Tickets go on sale to members on Friday, April
1, and to the general public on Friday, April 8.
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Mark Your Calendar
•
For upcoming City of Naperville City Council, Board and Commission meetings go to
https://www.naperville.il.us/government/city-of-naperville-government-meeting-listing/
•
In partnership with The Conservation Foundation,
DuPage County Stormwater Management (SWM) is
continuing its free monthly water quality webinars. The
webinars connect environmentally minded individuals and
organizations in preserving local streams and rivers. The
workshops will be held on the second Thursday of each
month from noon to 1pm. Upcoming topics include green
infrastructure maintenance, local restoration projects and the
effect of nutrients on waterways. The webinars are open to the public, but advanced registration is
requested.
•
The Rotary Club of Naperville is partnering with the American Red Cross to host a blood drive on
April 4 at the Alfred Rubin Riverwalk Community Center. The drive is in honor of Dave Wentz, a former
Naperville city councilman and member of the Rotary who died on January 4, 2021. Wentz helped build
the Rotary’s relationship with the Red Cross and was a regular blood donor. The Red Cross says all
blood types are needed, particularly types O negative, A negative and B negative. The drive will run
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Appointments are available by phone at 1-800-733-2767 or online through the Red
Cross, using sponsor code NapervilleRotary.
•
Naperville Community Unit District 203’s Board of Education next scheduled meeting will be
Monday, April 4th at 7 PM. The Board is also scheduled to meet on Monday, April 18th. For more details
and updates on meetings, including the abilitry for public attendance and comment, go to
https://www.naperville203.org/domain/732.
•
The next Indian Prairie District 204 Board of Education meeting is at 7 pm on
Monday, April 4, 2022 at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora.
Meeting agendas and documents will be available online prior to the meeting. Video of the
regular meeting can be streamed live or viewed the following day at the
District’s YouTube channel.. The Board is also cheduled to meet on Monday, April 18, 2022.
7:00 PM and in Executive Session on Monday, April 25, 2022 at 6 PM.
•
First Student will hold a hiring event for drivers on Friday, April 15 from 10 am –
3 pm at Waubonsie Valley High School located at 2590 Ogden Avenue in Aurora. First
Student offers paid training, $20/hour starting wage, and a $5,000 sign-on bonus. The
event includes an Easter Egg Hunt and raffle giveaways. You can apply on line at
WorkatFirst.com. For more information, call 866-232-1711.
•
The next scheduled meeting of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees will be
Thursday, April 21st. Regular meetings of the College of DuPage Board of Trustees are
typically held once each month, on the third Thursday, on the main campus in Glen Ellyn.
The packet of materials for each Board Meeting is available 48 hours prior to the meeting
and is accessible by clicking here.
•
The McDonald Farm Annual Plant Sale is almost here! Order online and pick up your order at
McDonald Farm. You can order native plants from Tuesday, April 12th through Tuesday, April 26th.
Order organic vegetable seedlings Thursday, May 6th through Sunday, May 8th.The Conservation
Foundation members and Green Earth Harvest shareholders have early access to the sales. Want early
access? Become a member: https://bit.ly/3hMTsTG or Become a shareholder: https://bit.ly/3vJEXID
Pick ups take place on Friday, May 13th and Saturday, May 14th at McDonald Farm (10S404 Knoch
Knolls Road, Naperville, IL 60565). What exactly will be offered? A wide variety of native plants. organic
veggie seedlings, rain barrels, and so much more! Learn more on our site: https://bit.ly/3pMeCWm
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CAI News
The Confederation is a proud member of CAI, a non-profit dedicated to
building better communities through education, networking, and
legislative efforts. Learn more at www.cai-illinois.org. CAI Illinois
Learning Center is the new home for educational programs provided by
CAI Illinois, You can also Follow CAI Illinois on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter.
Ed Talk: Rules Enforcement - In this free, short-format video, Brian
Butler of FirstService Residential covers how community association
board members and managers can appropriately and consistently identify,
document, and communicate rules violations to ensure the rules of the
association are being adequately enforced.
DCAL: Meetings & Elections - Live
Webinar | April 5 | 4 - 7 PM (registration required) This course
is part of the DCAL (Dedicated Community Association Leader)
recognition course series. You may take this course as part of the
recognition program, or as an individual course.
The purpose of this course is to explain the types of
meetings, terminology used, meeting requirements, documents
needed, format, frequency and logistics of association board meetings. Elections of officers to the
board and how the process works plays a large part of this curriculum as well as the role of the officers
of the board.
Creating a sound board of directors to a community association is one of the key elements in running
the association efficiently. This course will instruct on how to stay within guidelines given by the
Declarations and Bylaws as well as legislative acts in our state.
Condo/HOA Q&A: Association Maintenance - Keeping High
Standards Even with Rising Costs Live Webinar | April 13, 2022 |
1:00-2:30 PM (click on link to register)
Whether you own a condo, a townhouse, or a single-family home, or
serve as a volunteer on the board in one of these community
associations, you will want to understand maintenance as it relates
to HVAC, plumbing, engineering, landscaping, roofing, etc...
From processes to governing documents; there's a lot to consider, and it can sometimes be hard to
understand all the timelines, requests, and responsibilities between owners, boards, managers, and
service providers. Join us for this Q&A to bring your biggest questions on
association maintenance to our panel of industry experts!
CAI’s Condominium Safety Public Policy Report provides very specific
recommendations on reserve studies and funding, building maintenance, and
structural integrity. Read the complete report—with an overview of how the
recommendations were developed and a detailed explanation of the
recommendations.
The 2022 IL Condo-HOA Conference & Expo is Friday, May 13th at the
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center. Join more than 1,500 industry
professionals and homeowner volunteer leaders for the
return of the biggest event for community associations in the state of Illinois!
This year’s CAI-IL Condo – HOA Conference & Expo will help you build “Unity
in Your Community in 2022” and offer education sessions on legal updates,
innovative trends, hot topics, and industry best practices, as well as opportunities to share, learn,
network, and discuss challenges and solutions.
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News and Events from Naper Settlement
Naper Settlement is a nationally accredited, award-winning outdoor living
history museum set on 13 magnificent acres in the heart of Naperville.
Located 30 miles from Chicago, the museum is home to thirty-one
historical structures dating back as early as the 1830s. Featuring exhibits, special events, educational
programming and more, Naper Settlement is where history comes alive and the community comes to
connect. For more information, visit www.napersettlement.org or call (630) 420-6010. .
Through April 30th, the museum is open Tuesday-Friday from 10 AM-4 PM with general museum
admission $6 for adults (13+), $5 for seniors (62+), and $4 for youth (4-12). Beginning April 1, the
museum moves to its Summer Admission & Hours and will be open Tuesday-Saturday from 10 AM-4
PM and Sunday from 1-4 PM with general museum admission $12 for adults (13+), $10 for seniors
(62+), and $8 for youth (4-12). Naperville residents with proof of residency, children under 4, and
members are free. For more information about a specific event or program or to purchase museum
admission tickets, please visit our website at www.NaperSettlement.org.
If you would like to get reminders about upcoming Naper Settlement programs, events, or volunteer
opportunities, we encourage you to sign up to receive occasional text messages from us! Click Here to
select what types of text message reminders you would like to receive. Text message reminders include:
•
Volunteer Opportunities
•
Museum Exhibit and Educational Program Updates
•
Special Event Updates
-0Naper Settlement recently received an Illinois Public Museum Capital Grant
funded the Rebuild Illinois capital program and administered through the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)! $749,700 was awarded to
our museum to support the construction of a Digital Experience Welcome
Zone inside the Innovation Gateway, a new visitor welcome and education
center. The 1,270-square-foot zone will welcome and orient visitors to our
13-acre outdoor history museum and feature a digital exhibit experience, audience gathering and
seating area, and three mobile ticketing kiosks.
-0-

Naper Nights Tickets are Now on Sale
Mark your calendars for June 17-18, July 15-16, & August 19-20 · 5-10PM, Tickets - Adult: $20, Youth
(4-12): $15. Watch our 2022 Naper Nights line-up video to see how you can rock out with your community
in June, July, and August as you eat, drink, dance, and hear the area's best tribute bands perform your
favorite rock, pop, Motown, and soul hits! With tributes to Prince, Red Hot Chili Peppers, Pearl Jam, Bruce
Springsteen, and more, it's going to be one unforgettable summer!
-0Upcoming Naper Settlement Events

Weed Ladies Spring Sale - March 31-April 2 • 10 AM-3 PM and April 3 • 1-3 PM (Free admission to
attend the sale). The Weed Ladies Spring Sale features creative
seasonal floral arrangements. Each one-of-a-kind silk or dried
floral creation has been designed by the Weed Ladies of the
Naperville Heritage Society volunteer group. Proceeds benefit
the Naperville Heritage Society. Admission to the sale is free.
Please enter the Pre-Emption House Visitor Center and inform
the Guest Services Team that you are attending the sale.
Playscape Readers: Pond Animals on Wednesday, April 6 •
1 PM (Included in general admission). Playscape Readers is a story time for children that follows
seasonal themes with a focus on historical themes and pre-reading skills. April's theme is pond animals.
Town and Gown Walking Tour on Thursday, April 7 • 5:30-6:30 PM - $15/person, free for children
under 4 | Register. Explore the east side of downtown Naperville and learn about the ways the
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community developed along with North Central College. Tours last approximately 60 minutes and cover
about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at Naper Settlement’s main entrance at
523 S. Webster Street.
History Speaks: Midcentury Cuisine: Food Fads from the 40s-60s on Sunday, April 10 • 4-5 PM;
$10/person | Register. Remember Jell-O salads and cheese
sprayed out of a can? When every pantry held Velveeta and all
the kids wanted to drink Tang? Join historian and author Leslie
Goddard for a nostalgic look at the food innovations and
marketing approaches that transformed how we ate at
midcentury. Using classic cookbooks, advertisements, and family
magazines, this presentation will explore how society and
technology shaped American food from the 1940s through the
1960s.
West Side Downtown Walking Tour on Thursday, April 14 • 5:30-6:30 PM, $15/person, free for
children under 4 | Register. Listen to stories from Naperville’s founding to the generosity of Caroline
Martin Mitchell on a walking tour of the west side of downtown Naperville. Tours last approximately 60
minutes and cover about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at Naper Settlement’s
main entrance at 523 S. Webster Street.
Third Thursday Thinkers: Earth Day on Thursday, April 21 • 1 PM (Included in general admission).
Join Naper Settlement for a special activity while learning about Earth Day, practicing recycling, and
creating art out of recycled materials.
Downtown Naperville Architecture Walking Tour on Thursday, April 21 • 5:30-6:30 PM; $15/person,
free for children under 4 | Register. Learn about the important and interesting architecture from the
1800s to today that makes downtown Naperville a beautiful place to live, work, and play. Tours last
approximately 60 minutes and cover about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at
Naper Settlement’s main entrance at 523 S. Webster Street.
Town and Gown Walking Tour on Thursday, April 28 • 5:30-6:30 PM; $15/person, free for children
under 4 | Register. Explore the east side of downtown Naperville and learn about the ways the
community developed along with North Central College. Tours last approximately 60 minutes and cover
about two miles. Pre-registration is required. Tours will meet at Naper Settlement’s main entrance at
523 S. Webster Street.

Park District Updates
Learn more about Naperville Park District projects, programs and events, facilities,
parks and more by visiting www.napervilleparks.org. The Park District’s quarterly
Program Guide is available digitally at napervilleparks.org/programguides. Follow the
Park District on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube, or subscribe
at napervilleparks.org/enews for the latest Park District information. Lastly, check out
the ParkTalk Blog and Park Talk podcast, also available on the District’s website.
-0The Naperville Park District offers a lineup of spring-themed events and programs in April and May
for a variety of ages and interests.
On Saturday, April 2, the Park District will offer an Organic Gardening Workshop for ages 16 and up
designed to teach the basics of organic gardening, including helpful tips on how to plant and maintain
an organic garden at the Ron Ory Community Garden Plots. The workshop is from 10:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m. at Knoch Knolls Nature Center. A Basic Gardening Workshop will be held from 10:00 a.m.-12:00
p.m. on Saturday, April 23 at Knoch Knolls Nature Center for gardeners of all levels of experience.
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In addition, the Park District is offering tours of the Ron Ory Community Garden Plots at 811 S. West
Street with an overview of the garden plot program and an opportunity to ask questions. Tours are
offered at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, April 22 and at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 1.
A free workshop, Establishing and Maintaining Your Lawn, will be presented on Saturday, April 9 from
10:00-11:30 a.m. at Knoch Knolls Nature Center. Ron Biondo, horticulture educator and consultant, will
give tips on how to establish, renovate, and maintain your lawn.
Knoch Knolls Nature Center will host three Wildflower Walks for ages 16 and up. Led by a naturalist,
participants will get an up-close view of different woodland flowers at Knoch Knolls Park. Walks are
scheduled from 10:00-11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 12, on Friday, April 29 and on Saturday, May 14.
The tours, walks and workshops are free but registration is required at www.napervilleparks.org/nature.
The Flashlight Egg Hunt returns on Thursday, April 14 from 7:45-8:15 p.m. and from 8:40-9:10 for kids
ages 9-13 at Knoch Knolls Park Lower Picnic Grove. Kids are invited
to bring a flashlight and hunt for prize-filled eggs under the stars.
Register online at www.napervilleparks.org. The cost is $13 for
Naperville residents and $18 for nonresidents.
Frontier Sports Complex will host the annual Jaycee Easter Egg
Hunt for kids ages 1-8 on Saturday, April 16 at 9:00 a.m. sharp.
Parents are advised to arrive early, as the eggs disappear quickly. This
event is free and requires no registration. The Jaycees will be accepting
donations of non-perishable food items at the event; no glass containers, please. The event will take
place at the softball fields located at 3380 Cedar Glade Drive.
Junior golfers and their parents are invited to the 2022 Junior Golfapalooza—a fun, educational event
at Springbrook Golf Course to kick off the 2022 golf season. The event will take place on Saturday, April
16 for ages 5-17, including returning players and those brand new to the game. Registration opens April
2 at www.golfnaperville.org. The registration fee per junior participant is $5 for Naperville Park District
residents and $7 for nonresidents.
-0The Park District is conducting a community interest and opinion survey this spring, as a first step in
updating its Strategic Plan and Master Plan. Randomly selected Naperville households will receive a
copy of the survey in the U. S. mail in early April and are asked to complete the 10-15-minute survey by
mail, online or by telephone.
The Park District has commissioned aQity Research and Insights, an independent firm in Evanston,
Illinois, to administer the survey, which is designed to be a statistically valid representation of the
community’s interests and opinions. The survey will ask residents about their recreation needs and their
views regarding the Park District’s programs, parks, facilities and services.
Following the completion of the statistically valid survey of randomly selected households, the Park
District will make the same survey questions available to everyone in the community who wishes to
provide input. Details about the public phase of the survey will be posted at www.napervilleparks.org and
will be communicated through other District communication channels, including email and social media.
“We look forward to hearing from Naperville residents about what is important to them,” said Executive
Director Brad Wilson. “We urge everyone who receives a survey to complete it. Your feedback will help
guide the District’s key operational plans for the next 3-5 years.”
-0The March meetings of the Naperville Park District Board of Commissioners at the Fort Hill Activity
Center, located at 20 Fort Hill Drive, will be Thursday, April 14th at 7:00 p.m. and Thursday, April 28th at
6:30 p.m.
“Matters from the Public.’ a permanent agenda item, provides the opportunity for public comment on
Park District operations. The board receives public comment regarding non-agenda topics in person,
via email, or voice message left before the scheduled meeting start time. Emailed or phoned comments
must be directed to Bridget Tuft, Board Secretary, at btuft@napervilleparks.org or at 630-848-3502.
17
The NAHC Monthly Newsletter is a tool for communicating with our members and member associations. Please feel free to
reproduce any newsletter content in your own Association newsletters.

Comments will be read aloud or played for up to 3 minutes per speaker. Comments regarding an agenda
topic will be allowed upon consideration of that item prior to board discussion using the same procedure.
For a complete schedule of 2022 Naperville Park District board meetings or to view meeting agendas,
minutes and recordings visit https://www.napervilleparks.org/boardmeetings. Meetings will be livestreamed and available on the Naperville Park District YouTube channel. .
-0The Naperville Park District is in search good people for summer positions. You can help by
recommending someone, and get a gift card
for your efforts! Additionally, applicants could be
eligible for a signing bonus.
If you know someone who would be a good fit,
all you need to do is have the person you refer
include your name and phone number on the job
application! That’s it! The District will call you to
ensure delivery of the gift card after the
applicant’s first day of work.
Job applicants for seasonal positions who apply
by April 15 and are hired for an eligible position
will receive a $100 signing bonus in their first
paycheck. Positions eligible for the bonus include lifeguards, tennis instructors, and jobs in golf
operations and maintenance, trades, custodial and park maintenance.
The Park District provides seasonal employment that gives teens valuable work experience and skill
development and offers adults an excellent work environment with flexible hours. To view available
positions and apply online, visit www.napervilleparks.org/employment. Adequate staffing levels assist
the Park District with meeting the needs of our program participants, Centennial Beach goers, golfers
and residents.
In order to receive the referral gift card all applications must be received by May 1, 2022. Click here to
apply and for more information.
-0Springbrook and Naperbrook Golf Courses are open for the 2022 season. Both courses are open for
for walking only. Staff will monitor course conditions and provide an update
at www.golfnaperville.org when golf carts can be used for each course.
This year will bring to completion the renovations at Springbrook and Naperbrook Golf Courses that
began in 2021. Naperbrook’s driving range and practice green were expanded last fall, and the turf
range tee and practice green will open later this spring, pending turf establishment. The drainage
improvements made at Springbrook last fall will be followed by renovation of the bunkers, green
surrounds and tees, scheduled to begin late in the summer of 2022.
The $3.5 million renovation project at Springbrook Golf Course has been in planning since 2018. Greg
Martin, of Greg Martin Design, was the golf course
architect chosen to complete the renovation design,
and Wadsworth Golf Construction will be the
contractor responsible for completing the renovation
work.
“We are excited to be able to renovate Springbrook
Golf Course this year,” said Director of Golf Kevin
Carlson. “The new tees will provide a smooth, level
surface with superior drainage and high-quality turf.
The new bunkers will be constructed using the Better
Billy Bunker system to improve drainage and
maintain clean bunker sand. These and other
improvements will add to the playability and quality of Springbrook for golfers now and in the future.”
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During the 2022 renovations, the course will be closed beginning August 1, but the practice areas will
remain open. Pending the growth and maturing of new turf, Springbrook Golf Course will reopen in late
spring or early summer 2023. Visit https://golfnaperville.org/2022-renovation-of-springbrook-golfcourse/ to learn more about the improvements.
-0After a successful 2021 summer season at Centennial Beach following the
2020 closure due to the pandemic, Naperville Park District is preparing
the Beach for a full summer season this year. Preparations cleaning
and maintaining the entire Beach property in the month of April, and
refilling
the
quarry with fresh
water toward the end
of April, so that
lifeguard training
may begin in
early May.
Registration for 2022 Centennial Beach
memberships is now available at preseason
rates
at www.centennialbeach.org/memberships.
Memberships are available to Naperville
residents and nonresidents, for youth, adults,
seniors or families. A “Plus Friends” option can
be added to a membership until May 30, 2022, allowing the member to bring up to 2 guests.

Follow Us on our Facebook Page for late-breaking
news and information

Thanks for reading our newsletter. We are looking
forward to getting soon!
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