Caroline Martin-Mitchell Property

Fact vs. Fiction

The City of Naperville owns the entire Caroline Martin-Mitchell Estate
The city owns the land currently occupied by the Von Oven Scout Reservation, Naper Settlement, and lands currently
leased to the Naperville Park District for the Community Garden Plot and Sportsman’s Park.
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Overview

If the School District 203 decides to renovate Naperville Central High School, there is no need to continue
the Caroline Martin-Mitchell master concept planning process
While the activities of the school district are an important part of the Caroline Martin-Mitchell Estate, the city believes
there are several other opportunities that would benefit from a collective planning process. This would include: the
Naperville Park Districts’s programming needs, roadway improvements, Edward Hospital facility needs, special event
needs, and improved connections to downtown Naperville.

There will be no opportunities for public input
The city is eager to engage in a public input process. Up until this point, efforts have focused on activities involving
landowners and lease tenants. The reason for this was to work first with these parties to develop some initial concepts.
Without landowner and tenant support for (or at least interest in) the concepts, there would be no need to continue the
planning effort. It was determined that the public process would be more productive if there were some viable
concepts to get reaction and input on.

The city is promoting a costly civic campus
The city is only promoting the process to review the future use of the property. The land owner/lease tenant
stakeholders and the public will have the opportunity to provide input on the project.

For More Information

Public meeting events are expected to begin in 2008. For up-to-date information on the Caroline Martin-Mitchell
project, visit www.naperville.il.us/mitchell.aspx.
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Caroline Martin-Mitchell Property

The city controls all land uses within the Caroline Martin-Mitchell Estate west of West Street (e.g.
Sportsman’s Park, Von Oven Scout Reservation and the Garden Plots)
The Naperville Park District makes program decisions about uses of the land currently occupied by the Community
Garden Plots and Sportsman’s Park. The Naperville Park District has the authority to discontinue existing uses at these
locations at any time. However, any new uses proposed by the Naperville Park District would need to be approved by
the Naperville City Council. Use of the Von Oven Scout Reservation is dictated by the terms of the deed interest
conveyed to the city through the Caroline Martin-Mitchell Will and Emma Von Oven Estate.

Naperville Notice
Keeping the Community Informed

Caroline Martin-Mitchell was a direct descendent
of George Martin, one of the earliest settlers in
DuPage County. In her Last Will and Testament
dated July 31, 1935, Caroline Martin-Mitchell
conveyed four parcels of land to the City of
Naperville for park, municipal and public
purposes.
Tract A was comprised of 11.73 acres and
contains the home of Caroline Martin-Mitchell
along with other buildings now known as the
Naper Settlement. The Martin-Mitchell home is
the 'Mansion' at the Naper Settlement.
Tract B was comprised of 5.63 acres on the
North Side of Aurora Avenue, north of her home.
A granite marker commemorates the location of
the historic buildings previously existing on this
site as part of her Will. The property has been
incorporated into the Riverwalk.
Tract C was comprised of 176.90 acres, portions
of which have been conveyed by the city over time
to School District 203, the Naperville Park
District, Edward Hospital, the Naperville

Why a Planning Effort Now?

Cemetery Association and Louise McGirr. Other
portions have been leased by the city to the
Naperville Park District for the Community
Garden Plots and the Sportsman's Club.
Tract D was comprised of 10 acres from which
the city received an undivided half interest. This
site is known as the Von Oven Scout Reservation.
Today, as long term plans and improvements are
being considered, the Naperville School District,
Naper Settlement, Naperville Park District,
Edward Hospital and others, have come together
to discuss the opportunity to collectively plan for
the future of the entire Caroline Martin-Mitchell
estate.
The hope is that through an intergovernmental
planning effort, improvements can be coordinated
and facilities may even be shared (e.g. parking,
stormwater, access points, etc.) in an effort to
provide an efficient land use pattern for this area
that will result in a "civic campus" that would
benefit the community and its residents, consistent
with the wishes of Caroline Martin-Mitchell.

The City of Naperville is impressed with how many different groups utilize facilities on the Caroline
Martin-Mitchell properties, including gardeners; sportsmen; scouts; special event participants; athletes and
students.
In late 2006, there were several potential long-term projects in progress, such as various Edward
Hospital expansion initiatives; the Naperville Central High School renovation or reconstruction; and the
Naper Settlement 25 year plan. It was determined that all of these projects were related to future uses of
the Caroline Martin-Mitchell properties.
The city saw these potential projects as a unique opportunity to collectively plan for this area. The city
and the land owner/lease tenant stakeholders knew that this would be a large undertaking, however the
hope was that some efficiencies could be realized through this process. There are many different property
owners involved in the Caroline Martin-Mitchell project. There are also lease tenants, like the Naperville
Park District, the Sportsman’s Club, and Von Oven, all of whom have certain rights and privileges. The
Current process for the future development of the Caroline Martin-Mitchell property takes into account
the input from all stakeholders, as well as the public.
To begin the planning process, in September 2006, the City of Naperville distributed surveys to the
parties with direct property interest in the Caroline Martin-Mitchell estate. The purpose of these surveys
was to provide a framework for future discussions. Survey results were distributed to all parties and an
intergovernmental workshop was held in February 2007.
Continued on Page 2
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Since there are many stakeholders involved, the Caroline Martin-Mitchell project will be completed in two phases.
Phase one involves the land owner/lease tenant stakeholders and will help to determine feasible concepts for the use
of the land. Phase two includes a public involvement process to gain input from the community of their preference
for the use of the land.
Phase two of the process will begin after the Naperville Community School District 203 Board establishes their
direction regarding the facility needs related to the existing Central High School. The public will be notified of
opportunities to comment on the project.

Caroline Martin-Mitchell Property

Tract C of the Caroline Martin-Mitchell Estate

2007 Planning Activity Timeline

February 2007 - Intergovernmental Meeting held to discuss a stakeholder survey distributed by City Staff.
Stakeholders collectively agreed that it was worthwhile to conduct a series of one-on-one interviews (facilitated by
Houseal Lavigne Associates) to consider landowner and tenant plans for the properties in question.

A pril 2007 - Interviews conducted by Houseal Lavigne with representatives from the City of Naperville, Naperville
Community School District 203, Naperville Park District, Naperville Cemetery Association, Edward Hospital,
Naperville Sportsman's Club, Naper Settlement and the Emma Von Oven Scout Reservation Incorporated.
July 2007 - Results from one-on-one interviews were summarized in an Issues and Opportunities Assessment Report.
Majority of landowners and tenants of the property agreed that it was worthwhile to initiate a Master Campus
Planning Project for the area.

A ugust 2007 - School Board 203, Park District Board, and City Council agreed to jointly finance a Master Campus
Concept Planning Process to be facilitated by Houseal Lavigne. The objective of this process was to develop one or
more concepts for public review and feedback.

A ugust 2007 - Houseal Lavigne facilitated individual interviews with City Council as a follow-up to the stakeholder
interviews. Using information from all interviews conducted since February 2007, Houseal Lavinge prepared a series
of concept plans.

September 6, 2007 - Initial concept plans were presented to a representative from each of the landowner/tenant
groups. Of the four concepts presented, two were recommended by this group to be forwarded for discussion on
September 20, 2007.

September 20, 2007 - Elected leaders from the Naperville Park District, Naperville School District 203, City Council,
as well as, leadership boards and committees from other landowner/tenant groups met with Houseal Lavigne to hear
a presentation of the concept alternatives. It was decided at this meeting, that each group needed to review all
concept alternatives prepared.
October 2007 - All landowner/tenant groups were asked to review the concept alternatives and provide written
consensus comments by October 31, 2007. The Naperville Community School District 203 and Naperville Park
District prepared alternative concept plans for consideration by the land owner/tenant stakeholders.

A Look to the Future

As soon as November 19, 2007 Naperville Community School District 203 Board may decide how to address their
facility needs for the existing Central High School. Once this decision is made, a city-sponsored public process will
begin. By waiting for the school district to make its decision, the public process will be able to focus on viable
concept plan options.
In addition to efforts aimed at keeping the public informed about this planning effort, the city will host a few open
houses/workshops in early 2008 to engage all interested stakeholders.
After receiving public input a follow-up public meeting will be hosted by the city to present refined concepts. This
event will be scheduled before the City Council is asked to endorse any concept plan(s).

