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The anticipated clean-up of Sportsman’s Park has deterred most people from
considering alternative uses for the site. It is reasonable to expect that shooting
will one day cease at the park, and a few million dollars to recapture 15 acres of
land in Downtown Naperville will seem like a bargain. In the meantime,
representatives of Sportsman’s Park feel the site is underutilized and believe a
plan for the area and Sportsman’s Park would be positive for the community.
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Preliminary Opportunities Assessment

The Garden Plots could be considered underutilized given its location
and that they are only used by
approximately 575 people. Any
changes to the site would
likely face criticism from
the West Street Green
Space Coalition,
however relocation of
the gardening
program to multiple
sites in the
community could
provide an excellent
site for redevelopment.

The Von Oven Scout Reservation was uncertain about what is the best answer for
the future of the Caroline Martin Mitchell properties. They like the mix of uses
that exist today and do not want to see anything lost. Camp officials feel the Von
Oven Scout Reservation, is part of a wooded oasis that benefits from its location
adjacent to the Sportsman's Club and Garden Plots.

1

The Redhawk Soccer Fields are situated on property acquired by the School
District and are not limited by any of the Martin Mitchell restrictions.
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Accommodating Ribfest will be an important consideration for any future
planning and expansion efforts. The 4-5 day festival, along with its damage to
the athletic fields, disrupts scheduling so much in peak season that the
Naperville Park District feels that illuminating the fields is not financially
practical.
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Plans to intensify
Knoch Park were
stymied by stricter
County stormwater
requirements that
would force the entire
site to come into
compliance. Any creative
plan and/or land and
facility trade that would
result in a net gain of fields
and park amenities would be
supported by the Naperville
Park District.
Edward officials see a tremendous
benefit in sharing parking, stormwater,
access and other facilities and are
supportive of a creative campus planning
approach that could assist them with future
expansion plans.

School District 203 is considering two options to address the aging highschool.
Constructed in the 1940s, Naperville Central High School has undergone
multiple expansions/ renovations, each with little consideration for their
limitations on future improvements. School District officials are now faced with
a $70 Million referendum question. However, if desired, a larger plan for the
Caroline Martin Mitchell properties could provide for a third option - a new high
school as part of a larger civic campus consisting of better coordinated and
integrated public uses that share amenities and facilities. School District
officials have kept all options open and are supportive of any creative planning
efforts.
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Although the Riverwalk and Downtown are within close
proximity, none of the sites and uses on the Caroline
Martin Mitchell Estate strongly relate, or are connected to,
two of Naperville’s best community assets.
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Naper Settlement has developed plans to expand
the historical museum into their shared parking
lot with School District 203. However, their plans
do not yet address stormwater and parking. A
creative campus plan could assist the Naper
Settlement in providing these requirements and
could better integrate the museum into the
Downtown and surrounding areas. Naper
Settlement is supportive of a creative solution and
plan for the Martin Mitchell Estate.

The Barn, one of the Park District’s only indoor
recreation facilities is adjacent to, and shares parking lot
with, a Park District garage and maintenance facility.
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Broeker Parkway could revert back to the
Naperville Cemetery Association as soon as
next year, however the site is not conducive
to cemetery use.

The Naperville Cemetery Association voiced
opposition to closing Hillside Avenue. Other than
that, they were very supportive of pursuing a plan
that could result in a more exciting civic campus that
would become a community amenity.
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